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PREFACE. 


As  many  of  the  fy  mptoms  of  Gonor- 
rhoea and  Lues  Venerea  become  frequent 
objects  of  the  furgeon's  attention,  I  at  one 
time  meant  to  have  introduced  a  treatife 
on  thefe  difeafes  in  the  Syftem  of  Surgery 
publiflied  fome  years  ago,  but  I  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  fo,  by  different  publi- 
cations upon  the  fame  fubject  being  an- 
nounced about  the  fame  period. 

As  thefe  works  have  fince  made  their 
appearance,  and,  as  fome  of  them  have 
been  very  favourably  received,  it  may  be 
imagined,  that  farther  writings  upon  this 
fubject  can  fcarcely  at  prefent  be  required. 
It  mud  indeed  be  admitted  that  many  va- 
luable publications  have  come  forth  within 
thefe  few  years  upon  this  branch  of  the 
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profeflion  ;  particularly  one  by  Mr.  John 
Hunter  of  London,  intituled,  a  Treatife  on 
the  Venereal  Difeafe  ;  and  another  intitu- 
led, Practical  Obfervations  on  Venereal 
Complaints,  by  Doctor  Swediaur.  But 
although  much  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  both  of  thefe  works,  as  well 
as  from  fome  other  late  publications  upon 
this  fubject,  there  is  Hill  much  left  for 
others  to  elucidate.  Such  is  the  effect  of 
experience  and  obfervation,  that  farther 
advantages  are  daily  accruing  from  the 
labours  of  individuals  in  the  treatment  of 
this  as  well  as  of  almoft  every  other  dif- 
eafe ;  and  as  this  I  hape  will  in  fome  de- 
gree appear  from  the  prefent  publication, 
fo  I  mall  ftill  expect  to  find  that  the  fu- 
ture endeavours  of  others  will  prove  yet 
more  fuccefsful. 

Among  other  points  which  I  have 
more  particularly  attempted  to  elucidate, 
the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  by  injec- 
tions, 
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tions,  and  the  quantity  of  mercury  to  be 
exhibited  in  Lues  Venerea,  are,  perhaps, 
the  moft  important ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  I  have  given  views  concerning  them, 
which,  in  practice,  will  be  found  to  merit 
attention.    The  cure  of  Gonorrhoea  by 
injections  is,  no  doubt,  very  univerfally 
practifed ;  but  while  in  a  great  propor- 
tion of  cafes  it  proves  fuccefsful,  in  others 
it  fails  entirely  :  The  caufe  of  this,  fo  far 
as  I  know,  has  never  hitherto  been  ex- 
plained.   Whether  I  may  have  conveyed 
an  adequate  idea  of  my  opinion  upon. this 
point  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  ;  but  the  ob- 
iervations  upon  which  it  is  founded  are 
fuch,  that  all  who  pay  attention  to  the 
fubject  may  be  enabled  readily  to  afceir 
tain  fuch  cafes  as  will  yield  to  injections, 
as  well  as  thofe  in  which  no  advantage  is 
to  be  expected  from  them. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  ventured  to 
fupport,  of  the  difference  between  the 

matter 


x  PREFACE. 

matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  of  Lues 
Venerea,  will  no  doubt  be  cenfured  by 
many.  They  ought,  however,  to  recol- 
lect, in  matters  of  opinion,  which  cannot 
be  proved  by  demonflration,  that  fome 
uncertainty  muft  always  take  place  ;  and 
before  cenfuring  with  fe verity  the  opi- 
nions which  others  may  fuggeft,  they 
mould  confider  whether  their  own  may 
not  be  equally  liable  to  objection.  To 
me  it  appears  that  the  reafons  which  I 
have  adduced  in  fupport  of  my  opinion 
are  very  conclusive,  but  I  mail  make  full 
acknowledgment  of  my  error,  if  fufficient 
reafons  mall  ever  be  given  to  fhow  that  it 
is  ill  founded.  In  the  mean  time,  it  will 
be  perceived,  that  the  theory  which  I  have 
adopted  does  not  lead  to  any  deviation 
from  the  practice  which  now  generally 
prevails  upon  this  point,  while  it  ferves  to 
explain  more  clearly  than  the  opinion 
which  has  commonly  prevailed,  feveral  of 
the  phenomena  of  the  two  difeafes,  as 
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well  as  the  caufe  of  different  remedies  be- 
ing necelTary  for  each  of  them. 

I  do  not  expect  that  practitioners  of 
experience  and  obfervation  will  derive 
much  information  from  this  publication, 
but  I  am  hopeful  that  beginners  will  de- 
rive fome  advantage  from  it ;  for  it  has 
been  equally  my  defire  to  exhibit  a  correct 
view  of  the  different  fymptoms  of  which 
I  treat,  and  to  point  out  the  method  of 
cure  in  a  manner  that  will  be  clear  and  in- 
telligible. Where  theory  is  ever  admit- 
ted, it  is  chiefly  with  a  view  to  explain, 
upon  rational  principles,  fuch  points  as  the 
ingenuity  of  fome  fpeculative  writers  have 
tended  to  render  intricate. 
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CHAPTER  I 

Conji 'deration  of  the  ^nejlion^  Whether  Go* 
fiorrhcea  and  Lue$  Venerea  originate  from 
the  fame  Contagion  ? 

AN  opinion  has  been  generally  re- 
ceived among  practitioners,  that 
Gonorrhoea  Vimlenta  and  Lues  Venerea 
are  of  the  fame  nature ;  that  they  origi- 
nate from  the  fame  contagion ;  and  are 
only  diftinguifhed  by  the  circumftance  of 
Vol.  VII,  B  Gonorr- 
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Gonorrhoea  being  a  local  difeafe  of  the 
urethra,  while  the  other  is  a  general  af- 
fection of  the  fyftem.  But,  as  there  is 
caufe  to  imagine  that  thefe  difeafes  arife 
from  different  fpecific  contagions,  and  as 
the  eftablilhing  of  one  or  other  of  thefe 
opinions  muft  influence  the  conduct  of 
the  cure,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  import- 
ance to  inflitute  an  inquiry  into  this  part 
of  our  fubject. 

Both  difeafes  are  contracted  in  a  fimilar 
way ;  both,  in  the  firfl  inflance,  affect 
the  genital  organs ;  and  they  occa- 
lionally  appear  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
fame  patient':  hence  it  has  been  conclud- 
ed that  they  have  a  common  origin,  and 
one  method  of  cure  has  been  fuppofed  ap- 
plicable to  either. 

The  refufal  of  fome  patients  to  fubmit  to 
the  diftrefs  andinconveniency,the  frequent 
reful t  of  a  protracted  mercural  courfe,  and 
who  neverthelefs  recovered  from' the. ufual 
fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea,  fir  ft  fuggeflcd 
a  doubt  of  the  two  difeafes  being  pro- 
duced by  the  fame  contagion.    It  is  well 
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known  that  Lues  Venerea  can  be  certainly 
cured  by  mercury  only ;  and  the  opi- 
nion refpecting  the  exiftence  of  a  fpe- 
cific  contagion  of  Gonorrhoea,  arifmg 
from  this  obvious  and  marked  differ- 
ence in  the  method  of  cure,  appears  to  be 
fixed  and  eftabliihed  by  the  following 
facts :  The  fymptoms  and  confequences 
of  Gonorrhoea  are  perfectly  different  from 
thofe  which  take  place  in  Lues  Venerea. 
Both  difeafes  have  appeared,  at  different 
periods,  in  the  fame  countries ;  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  they  have  remained  dis- 
tinct and  uncombined  for  a  great  length 
of  time. 

That  the  fymptoms  of  the  two  difeafes 
are  different,  is  univerfally  known.  A 
particular  detail  of  fuch  as  are  peculiar 
to  each,  will  be  given  in  the  enfuing 
chapters.  At  prefent,  it  is  only  neceffary 
to  obferve,  that  Gonorrhoea  confifbs  of  a 
difcharge  of  puriform  matter  from  the 
urethra ;  which,  even  by  thofe  who  fup- 
port  the  contrary  opinion,  is  now  ad- 
mitted to  be,  in  almoft  every  inftaiice,  a 
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local  affection,  and  that  it  very  rarely 
contaminates  the  general  habit  of  body  : 
while  Lues  Venerea  is  a  difeafe  of  the 
conftitution,  ariling  from  the  abforption 
of  venereal  virus  from  any  part  of  the 
furface  of  the  body*  bi*t  moft  frequently 
from  the  genitals ;  by  which  are  pro- 
duced buboes,  ulcers  in  various  parts, 
particularly  in  the  nofe  and  throat,  pains 
and  fwellings-  in  the  bones,  with  a  variety 
of  other  fymptoms  which  it  is  not  at  pre- 
fent  neceffary  to  mention. 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  Lues  Vene- 
rea is,  for  the  moft  part,  in  the  form  of  a 
chancre  or  fmall  ulcer,  in  fome  part  of 
the  penis.  It  is  univerfally  admitted, 
that  even  the  ihghteft  affection  of  this 
nature  is  apt  to  produce  pox,  or  a  general 
affection  of  the  fyftem  ;  infomuch,  that 
no  practitioner  of  experience  will  trufh  the 
cure  of  this  fymptom  to  local  remedies* 
If  the  fore  be  left  to  itfelf,  it  almoft  al- 
ways becomes  worfe.  The  matter  which 
it  affords  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbents ; 
'»nd  buboes,  with  the  other  fymptoms- 
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enumerated  above,  very  certainly  enfue. 
Thefe  are  almoft  the  univerfal  confequen* 
ces  of  a  fore  produced  by  the  venereal  vi- 
rus ;  but  they  alio  occur  frequently  where 
the  flkin  remains  found  and  entire  ;  that 
is,  abforptlon  of  the  venereal  poifon  often 
takes  place  where  no  veftige  of  ulceration 
is  perceptible.  This,  indeed,  is  denied  by 
many ;  but  I  have  met  with  various  in- 
ftanees  of  it,  and  it  will  be  admitted  by 
every  practitioner  of  experience.  Now, 
this  being  eftablifhed,  in  the  application 
of  the  venereal  virus  to  every  other  part 
of  the  body,  if  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea 
were  of  the  fame  nature,  why  does  it  not, 
in  almoft  every  inftance,  enter  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  produce  pox?  So  far  as  we 
know,  the  urethra  is  as  plentifully  fupplied 
with  abforbents  as  other  parts  of  the 
body;  the  fame  kind  of  matter,  when 
applied  to  them  here,  ought  therefore  to 
be  productive  of  fimilar  effects  :  and 
hence  Lues  Venerea  ought  frequently, 
perhaps  in  every  inftance,  to  be  the  con- 
fcouence  of  Gonorrhoea,  were  the  matter 
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by  which  the  two  difeafes  are  produced 
the  fame. 

As  this  is  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  two  difeafes  proceeding  from  differ- 
ent kinds  of  contagion,  much  ingenuity 
has  been  exerted  by  thofe  who  fupport 
the  contrary  opinion,  in  endeavouring  to 
account  for  it. 

In  the  firfh  place,  it  has  been  faid,  that 
Gonorrhoea  fometimes  terminates  in  pox, 
and,  therefore,  that  this  of  itfelf  is  a  fuf- 
flcient  proof  of  the  two  affections  being 
of  the  fame  nature. 

Were  it  certain  that  this  ever  happened, 
no  farther  evidence  would  be  required, 
as  a  few  well-marked  inftances  would  be 
conclufive  ;  but  every  unprejudiced  prac- 
titioner will  admit,  that  no  fufficient 
proofs  of  it  have  ever  occurred. 

In  order  to  fupport  this  opinion,  data 
muft  be  received,  which  we  know  to  be 
inadmiffible.  We  mufl  admit,  that  a 
perfon  with  chancres  only,  communi- 
cates to  another,  not  only  every  fymptom 
of  pox,  but  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  an- 
other 
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other  with  Gonorrhoea  only  gives  to 
all  with  whom  he  may  have  connection, 
chancres  with  their  various  confequences. 
This  ought,  indeed,  to  be  a  very  com- 
mon occurrence  ;  infomuch,  that  every 
practitioner  mould  be  able  to  decide 
upon  it  with  certainty,  if  this  opinion  was 
well  founded :  Inftead  of  which,  it  will 
be  admitted  by  all,  that  the  one  difeafe 
being  produced  by  the  other  is  even,  in 
appearance,  a  very  rare  occurrence.  I 
have  paid  much  attention  to  the  point 
in  queftion ;  and,  in  almoft  every  in- 
ftance,  a  few  cafes  indeed  only  excepted, 
and  where  the  mofh  particular  inquiries 
even  were  made,  it  has  happened,  that  a 
perfon  infected  with  Gonorrhoea  has  re- 
ceived it  from  another  evidently  labour- 
ing under  that  difeafe,  and  that  chan- 
cres have  been  communicated  by  fuch  as 
were  diflreffed  with  chancres  only. 

This,  I  am  convinced,  will  be  very  com- 
monly found  to  be  clearly  the  cafe ;  fo 
that  a  few  instances,  bearing  fome  ap- 
pearances of  the  contrary,  are  much  more 
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readily  explained  on  the  idea  of  the  two 
difeafes  being  produced  by  different  kinds 
of  contagion ;  and  this  may  alfo  be  faid 
of  the  few  folitary  cafes  that  may  be  met 
with,  of  chancre  being  fuppofcd  to  ter- 
minate in  Gonorrhoea,  and  Gonorrhoea  in 
chancre,  and  other  fymptoms  of  pox.  We 
can  more  eafily  conceive  that  the  fame 
perfon  mould,  in  fome  infhances,  receive, 
and  therefore  be  able  to  communicate, 
both  kinds  of  contagion,  than  that  the  in  - 
cident we  are  confidering  mould  be  fo 
feldom  met  with,  were  the  opinion  well 
founded,  of  the  two  difeafes  being  origi- 
nally of  the  fame  nature. 

However  ill  founded  an  eftablifhed  opi- 
nion may  be,  if  it  has  received  the  fane- 
lion  of  being  generally  adopted,  we  know 
how  difficult  it  is  to  overturn  it.  There 
are  few  who  enter  fo  minutely  into  the 
confideration  of  fuch  points  as  to  be  able 
to  decide  upon  them  ;  and  of  thofe  who 
do,  there  are  very  few  who  will  take  the 
trouble  of  engaging  in  fuch  difcuffions  as 
arc  neceflary  for  the  convi&ion  pf  others. 
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This  may  be  confiderecl  as  the  chief  caufe 
of  the  point  in  queftion  remaining  fo  long 
in  obfeurity,  as  well  as  of  the  explanation 
hitherto  ufually  given,  of  various  circurn^ 
fiances  in  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Venerea 
having  been  uniformly  made  to  fupport 
it.  It  will  alfo  ferve  to  account  for  cir- 
cumftances  being  held  forch  as  matter  of 
fact,  which,  on  inquiry,  are  perceived  tq 
be  ill  founded ;  for,  when  once  an  opinion 
is  admitted,  we  are  apt  to  give  fuch  an  ex- 
planation of  whatever  may  feemto  relate  to 
it,  as  can  in  any  way  tend  to  fupport  it. 

Thus,  although  few  in  the  prefent  age 
will  ailert  that  Gonorrhoea  often  termi- 
nates in  Lues  Venerea,  yet  by  many  we 
are  told,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  do  fo  when 
it  is  improperly  treated.  Whatever  puts 
a  fudden  Hop  to  a  fevere  or  copious  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra  is  by  many  fup- 
pofed  to  do  harm.  Hence  all  who  con- 
demn the  ufe  of  injections  in  Gonorrhoea 
affirm,  that  they  often  convert  a  fimple 
clap  into  a  pox,  by  throwing  into  the 
blood  what  othcrwife  would  have  been 
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carried  off.  This,  however,  is  by  no 
means  fupported  by  experience.  A  fli- 
mulating  injection  will  no  doubt  excite 
pain  and  inflammation  in  the  urethra ; 
and  this,  in  ibme  inftances,  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  fwelled  teftes,  and  perhaps  of 
fympathetic  fwellings  in  the  glands  of  the 
groin  ;  but  I  have  not  known  a  Angle  in- 
ltance  of  pox  induced  in  this  manner : 
and  as  I  have  long  been  in  the  daily  ufe 
of  injections,  many  cafes  of  it  mufl  have 
occurred,  if  the  idea  I  have  juft  Hated 
were  well  founded.  Till  of  late,  indeed, 
a  patient  who  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
have  a  clap  fuddenly  flopped,  was  fo  cer- 
tainly conhdered  as  poxed,  that  he  was 
immediately  put  under  a  very  complete 
courfe  of  mercury,  by  which  he  was 
made  to  undergo  a  very  unneceffary  and 
diflrefsful  confinement. 

Although  this  practice,  however,  is 
now  very  commonly  exploded,  yet  there 
are  fome  who  flill  adhere  to  it.  I  was 
called,  in  April  1784,  to  vifit  a  gentle- 
man who,  in  a  Gonorrhoea  attended  with 
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a  good  deal  of  inflammation,  had  been  fo 
foolifh  as  to  live  freely,  and  to  ride  much 
on  horfeback.  This,  with  the  unguarded 
ufe  of  a  very  ftimulating  injection,  put  a 
fudden  flop  to  the  difcharge ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  it  excited  a  very  considerable 
degree  of  pain  and  inflammation  along 
all  the  pofterior  part  of  the  urethra,  to- 
wards the  proftate  gland  and  neck  of 
the  bladder,  attended  with  a  painful  and 
frequent  dehre  to  make  water. 

On  the  idea  of  thefe  being  fymptoms 
of  pox,  he  was  immediately  put  under  a 
courfe  of  mercury  ;  and,  when  I  firfl  faw 
him,  he  had  been  ufing  it  for  the  fpace 
of  fix  weeks.  The  furgeon  in  attendance 
acknowledged  that  no  advantage  had  been 
derived  from  it ;  and  the  patient  himfelf 
faid  that  his  diflrefs  was  daily  increafing. 
They  were  both,  therefore,  eafily  per- 
fuaded  to  lay  the  mercury  afide  ;  and,  by 
the  repeated  application  of  leeches  to  the 
perineum,  of  fomentations,  and  opiates, 
to  allay  the  pain,  the  inflammation  fo  d 
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began  to  fublide  ;  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  he 
was  perfectly  well. 

In  December  1788,  a  young  man  called 
upon  me,  with  a  painful  hard  fwelling  in 
his  groin,  of  an  oblong  form,  nearly  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  reaching  from  the 
ring  in  the  external  oblique  mufcle  down 
to  the  top  of  the  teftis.  It  appeared  fiid- 
denly,  about  four  months  before,  and 
feemed  to  be  the  confequence  of  a  clap 
being  too  haftily  Hopped.  He  was  at  firfl 
attacked  with  fevere  pain  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  which  ftretched  to  the  groin, 
and  down  to  the  teftis  of  the  fame  fide. 
This,  together  with  a  conftant  and  pain^ 
ful  inclination  to  void  urine,  rendered  his 
life  miferable.  Nor  was  his  diftrefs  in 
any  degree  abated  by  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury which  he  was  immediately  put  un-? 
der.  On  the  contrary,  the  fwelling,  which 
at  firft  was  not  thicker  than  a  common 
quill,  was  now  very  confiderable.  My 
idea  of  the  fwelling  was,  that  at  firft  it 
had  been  merely  an  inflammatory  affec- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  vas  deferens,  which  by  de- 
grees had  fpread  to  the  reit  of  -  the  (per- 
matic  cord ;  but,  what  was  unufual,  it 
had  never  affected  either  the  teftis  or  epi- 
didemis.  As  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
mercury  had  been  taken^  and  as,  inftead 
of  proving  ufeful,  it  had  rather  appeared 
to  do  harm,  the  furgeon  whom  he  em- 
ployed was  eafily  perfuaded  to  truft  the 
cure  to  other  remedies.  Local  bloodlet- 
ting with  leeches  was  frequently  repeated, 
both  in  the  perineum  and  groin.  The 
parts  were  regularly  fomented  with  a  fo- 
lution  of  faccharum  faturnL  His  bowels 
were  kept  eafy  with  gentle  laxatives,  and 
he  was  put  upon  a  mild  diet  of  milk  and 
vegetables.  In  a  few  days  the  pain  abat- 
ed, and  the  tumour  gradually  leffened, 
till  at  laft,  in  the  courfe  of  five  or  fix 
weeks,  it  was  entirely  gone. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  I  attended 
two  different  patients,  with  alarming 
fymptoms  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
evidently  induced  by  the  improper  ma- 
nagement of  Gonorrhoea.    The  parts  in 

both 
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both  were  not  merely  pained,  but  confix 
derably  fwelled ;  and,  at  the  fame  time^ 
almoft  a  total  fuppremon  of  urine  took 
place.  Although  in  both  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  had  been  fuddenly 
flopped,  I  did  not  advife  mercury.  The 
patients  being  both  plethoric,  were  plen- 
tifully blooded,  firfh  at  the  arm,  and  af- 
terwards repeatedly  with  leeches  in  the 
perineum.  This,  with  fomentations,  and 
opiates  to  allay  the  violence  of  the  pain, 
affifted  by  a  cooling  regimen  and  gentle 
laxatives,  very  foon  completed  the  cures. 

Thefe  inftances  are  given  out  of  a  great 
number  that  might  be  adduced,  merely 
to  {hew,  that  the  fymptoms  which  fuper- 
vene  on  the  fudden  ftoppage  of  a  clap,  are 
local,  and  not  connected  with  any  affec- 
tion of  the  conftitution,  which  they  ne- 
ceffarily  would  be,  if  they  were  of  the 
fame  nature  with  Lues  V enerea. 

It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  although 
this-  may  have  happened  in  a  few  cafes, 
yet  that  in  others  there  has  been  caufe  to 
fufpedt,  that  Lues  Venerea  has  been  the 

cenfe- 


Ch.  I.  and  Lues  Venerea,  15 

confequence  of  a  clap  difappearing  in  this 
manner.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  fufncient 
for  me  to  mew,  that  this  is  at  leaft  a  rare 
occurrence,  as  I  think  I  am  intitled  to 
do,  from  my  never  having  met  with  an 
inftance  of  it.  It  has  been  fivppofed,  that 
the  fudden  check  given  to  the  difcharge 
in  cafes  of  clap,  mult  necelfarily  throw 
the  matter  into  the  blood,  and  that  pox 
muft  accordingly  enfue  from  it.  Were 
the  matter  of  the  two  difeafes  the  fame, 
this  would  happen  in  every  inftance ;  fo 
that,  when  we  can  mow  that  it  feldom 
happens  even  in  appearance,  we  are  enti- 
tled,from  this  argument  alone,to conclude, 
that  they  are  produced  by  two  different 
kinds  of  contagion ;  and,  where  pox  has 
appeared  at  the  fudden  termination  of 
Gonorrhoea,  that  the  two  kinds  of  infec- 
tion had  either  been  communicated  toge- 
ther ;  or,  what  may  more  frequently  per- 
haps be  the  cafe,  the  patient  will  be  found 
to  have  received  the  pocky  contagion  by 
communication  with  a  difeafed  woman  at 
the  very  time  he  laboured  under  Gonorr-  - 

hosa. 
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hcca.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  Lues 
Venerea  is  frequently  produced  by  abforp- 
tion  while  the  fkin  remains  entire,  and 
where  ho  chancre  or  excoriation  is  per- 
ceptible. There  is  therefore  much  caule 
to  imagine,  that  in  long  continued  cafes 
of  Gonorrhoea,  many  may  be  infected 
with  Lues  Venerea  by  communication 
with  others  labouring  under  it ;  and  as 
this  may  happen  without  any  external 
mark  of  it  taking  place,  it  is  not  lurprif- 
ing  that  fome  fallacy  mould  arife  from 
this  circumftance. 

The  abettors  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
matter  of  the  two  difeafes  are  the  famej 
admit  that  Gonorrhoea  very  feldom  ter- 
minates in  pox  *«    And  they  attempt  to 

account 

*  This  is  even  granted  by  one  who  keenly  fupports  the 
oppofite  doclrine  in  every  other  point.  In  fpeaking  of 
Gonorrhoea  and  Chancre  not  terminating  fo  frequently 
as  might  be  expected  In  the  production  of  each  other,  he 
fays,  (t  Although  it  does  not  often  happen,  yet  it  fome- 
"  times  does,  at  haji  there  is  great  Yeafon  to  believe  fo.  I 
"  have  fcen  cafes  where  a  Gonorrhoea  came  on,  and  in  a 
41  few  days  after  in  fonic,  in  others  as  many  weeks,  a 

"  chancre 
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account  for  this,  that  is,  for  the  two  dil- 


ence  of  parts  to  which  the  matter  is  ap- 
plied. 


"  chancre  has  appeared  ;  and  I  have  alfo  feen  cafes  where 
<c  a  chancre  has  come  fir  ft,  and  in  the  courfe  of  its  cure  a 
"  running  and  pain  in  making  water  have  fucceeded." 
V.  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John  Hunter, 
page  16. 

This  is  what  every  practitioner  has  feen  ;  but  by  admit- 
ting fo  clearly  that  it  is  a  very  rare  occurrence,  Mr.  Hun- 
ter tends  rather  to  ftrengthen  the  contrary  opinion  :  for, 
were  the  two  difeafes  produced  by  the  fame  kind  of  mat- 
ter, the  one  would  clearly  and  neceffarily  cften  terminate 
in  the  other.  In  the  few  cafes  which  Mr.  Hunter,  in  the 
courfe  of  extcniive  practice,  has  met  with,  there  is  more 
caufe  to  imagine,  either  that  the  two  difeafes  were  com- 
municated at  once,  or  that  the  one  was  given  while  the 
patient  laboured  under  the  other,  than  that  nature  fhould 
deviate  fo  much  from  her  ordinary  courfe  as  to  produce 
them,  in  a  few  inftances  fo  very  differently  from  what  ob- 
vioufly  happens  in  the  courfe  of  general  obfervation. 
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ing  furfaces.  By  the  nrft  they  mean  all 
the  paffages  for  extraneous  matter,  in- 
cluding alfo  the  duels  of  glands,  fuch  as 
the  mouth,  nofe,  eyes,  arms,  and  ure- 
thra ;  and  by  non-fecrctlng  furfaces,  the 
external  fkin  in  general.  To  which  they 
add  a  third  kind  of  furface,  leading  from 
the  one  to  the  other,  as  the  glans  penis, 
prolabium  of  the  mouth,  the  infide  of  the 
lips,  and  the  female  pudendum  :  which 
furfaces,  partaking  of  the  properties  of 
each  of  the  others,  but  in  a  lefs  degree, 
are  capable  of  being  affected  in  both  ways, 
fometimes  by  being  excited  to  fecretion, 
and  at  other  times  to  ulceration  *. 

Upon  this,  their  theory,  or  opinion  of 
the  point  in  queftion,  is  attempted  to  be 
eftablifhed :  When  the  contagion,  cither 
of  Gonorrhoea  or  pox,  and  which  they 
confider  to  be  the  fame,  is  applied  to  any 
part  of  the  external  fkin,  particularly  to 
the  glans  penis,  where  the  fkin  is  very 

*  Vide  John  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

thin, 
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thin,  chancre  or  ulceration,  they  obferve, 
will  mod  readily  enfue,  as  thefe  are  not 
fecreiing  furfaces ;  while  the  fame  kind  of 
m.itter  applied  to  the  urethra  mufh  necef- 
farily  excite  Gonorrhoea,  from  this  being 
a  fecreting  furface,  and  therefore  not  fo 
eafily  affected  with  ulceration  as  with  ir- 
ritation ;  by  which  an  increafed  difcharge, 
attended  with  fome  change  in  the  mucus 
of  the  part,  mull  accordingly  be  pro- 
duced. 

This  idea,  however,  is  more  ingenious 
than  folid.  It  might  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  giving  a  fpecious  appearance  to  an  ill- 
founded  opinion,  but  it  will  not  ftand  the 
teft  of  inquiry. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  on  the  fuppofition  of 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea being  the  fame,  the  latter  ought  to 
be  a  much  more  frequent  occurrence  than 
the  former,  from  the  greater  eafe  with 
which  the  matter  of  infection  muft,  in 
every  inftance,  be  applied  to  thofe  parts 
on  which  it  can  produce  chancres  than  to 
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the  urethra,  where,  inftead  of  chancre 
or  ulceration^  it  almoft  always  excites 
Gonorrhoea.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  matter  by  which  the  difeafe  is 
communicated  mould  find  accefs  to  the 
urethra  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  all  the 
external  parts  of  the  penis,  particularly 
the  glans,  muft  be  eafily  and  Univerfally 
expofed  to  it :  and  yet  Gonorrhoea  is  a 
much  more  frequent  difeafe  than  pox. 
Cafes  of  Gonorrhoea  are  in  proportion 
to  thofe  of  Chancre  and  Pox,  fo  far  as 
my  obfervation  goes,  of  about  three  to 
one ;  while  it  is  obvious,  that  the  very 
reverfe  mould  happen,  if  the  two  difeafes 
were  produced  by  the  fame  kind  of  mut- 
ter *. 

Again,  were  this  the  cafe,  mould  we 
not  find  Gonorrhcea,  in  almoft  every  in* 

*  Mr.  Hunter  fuppofes,  that  the  proportion  the  cafes 
of  Gonorrhoea  bear  to  thofe  of  Chancre ,  is  as  four  or  five 
to  one.  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p.  217. 
This  is  furely  a  weighty  argument  againft  the  opinion 
he  endeavours  to  fupport,  of  Gonorrhcea  and  Chancre 
proceeding  from  the  fame  contagion. 

fiance, 
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ftance,  terminating  in  Pox,  and  Chancre 
in  Gonorrhoea  ;  for  every  one  knows,  that 
in  Gonorrhoea  the  matter  is  at  all  times 
paffing  from  the  urethra  over  the  glans 
and  prepuce,  and  in  Chancre,  that  it  is 
paffing  from  the  glans  into  the  entrance 
of  the  urethra.  It  happens  indeed,  in  a 
few  inftances,  (Mr.  Hunter,  we  fee,  has 
met  with  fome  cafes  of  it)  that  the  one 
difeafe  fupervenes  upon  the  other  :  but 
we  have  alfo  feen  that  thefe  are  rare  oc- 
currences ;  and,  where  they  have  not 
been  communicated  by  fubfequent  con- 
nection with  an  infected  perfon,  that  the 
two  difeafes  have  probably  been  given  at 
one  and  the  fame  time.  \t  is  no  argu- 
ment againft  this  fuggeftion,  to  fay,  that 
inflances  have  been  met  with  of  a  Go- 
norrhoea appearing  during  the  continu- 
ance of  chancres  of  feveral  weeks  dura- 
tion, and  vice  verfa  ;  for  every  practitioner 
mud  have  met  with  inflances  of  thefe 
difeafes  both  appearing  at  the  diftance  of 
two  or  three  months  from  any  expofure 
to  infection. 

C  3  I  have 
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I  have  at  this  moment  a  gentleman  un- 
der cure,  for  a  deep,  foul  chancre,  alto- 
gether within  the  urethra.  It  was  of 
feveral  weeks  duration  before  I  faw  it, 
and  yet  no  Gonorrhoea  took  place.  He 
is  now  getting  well,  by  a  complete  courfe 
of  mercury,  and  repeated  application 
of  cauftic. 

I  have  met  with  various  cafes  ;of  this, 
as  every  practitioner  muft  have  done  ; 
and,  fo  lately  as  the  month  of  April  laft, 
I  was  called  to  a  gentleman  with  a  painful 
chancre  on  each  fide  of  the  urethra.  The 
fore  extended  about  the  eighth  part  of  an 
inch  up  the  paftage  ;  and  the  parts  being 
much  inflamed,  I  hefitated  to  apply  cau£ 
tic.  This  rendered  the  cure  tedious,  but 
ftill  no  Gonorrhoea  took  place.  At  laft, 
after  having  taken  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  mercury,  and  when  the  chancres  were 
looking  clean,  and  in  a  healing  ftate,  he 
was  feized  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fevere  clap,  with  heat  in  making  water, 
chordee,  and  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  a 
thin  green  matter.    This,  however,  bore 

all 
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all  the  appearance  of  a  recent  infection. 
I  at  once  faid  fo  to  my  patient ;  and  he 
candidly  acknowledged  that  he  had  im- 
prudently expofed  himfelf,  by  having 
connection  with  a  girl  of  the  town,  three 
or  four  days  previous  to  the  accefhon  of 
thefe  fymptoms. 

■  We  may  alfo  remark,  that  the  difcharge 
from  Gonorrhoea  frequently  becomes  fo 
acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  glans  and  pre- 
putium,  and  even  to  excite  a  very  plentiful 
formation  of  matter ;  but  every  one 
knows  that  this  is  materially  different 
from  chancre.  It  is  altogether  differ- 
ent in  appearance,  and  fo  materially  dif- 
ferent in  its  effects,  that  fcarcely  any 
practitioner  of  experience  will  truft  the 
cure  of  chancre  to  anything  but  mercury, 
while,  in  the  other,  mercury,  I  imagine, 
is  very  feldom  employed.  However  ex- 
tenfive  the  excoriations  may  be,  they  are 
eafily  removed  by  local  remedies  ;  and  I 
have  never  known  an  inftance  of  pox  fuc- 
ceeding  to  this  kind  of  treatment.  Nay, 
I  have  met  with  various  inftances  of  fuch 

C  4  affections, 
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affections,  where  mercury  had  been  given 
in  conflderable  quantities  with  no  advan- 
tage whatever,  and  where  a  cure  was  ef- 
fected by  the  ufe  of  an  aftringent  warn. 

About  eighteen  months  ago,  a  gentle- 
man came  to  town  from  a  conflderable 
diftance,  with  an  exteniive  excoriation 
over  all  the  glans  and  preputium,  attended 
with  a  difcharge  of  a  large  quantity  of 
thin,  offenhve  matter.  The  quantity  of 
matter  indeed  was  fo  conflderable,  that 
at  firft  fight  it  appeared  to  be  the  dif- 
charge from  a  very  inveterate  recent  cafe 
of  Gonorrhoea ;  but,  on  farther  examina- 
tion, it  was  found  to  proceed  entirely 
from  the  glans  and  prepuce,  the  clap  by 
which  it  was  produced  being  entirely 
gone. 

He  had  taken  mercury  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  weeks  ;  and  the  parts  had  been  regu- 
larly bathed  in  milk  and  water,  but  with 
no  advantage.  The  difcharge  continued 
as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  the  preputium 
was  beginning  to  acquire  fome  degree  of 
thicknefs,  and  to  be  difficult  to  rctrach 

In 
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In  the  fpace  of  a  week  he  was  completely 
cured,  merely  by  bathing  the  parts  from 
time  to  time  with  brandy  and  water,  an4 
applying,  during  the  night,  a  poultice 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  laccharum  fa-r 
turni. 

This,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  fimilar  af? 
fections,  which,  were  it  neceffary,  I  might 
enumerate,  clearly  evince,  not  only  that 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  when  confined 
to  the  urethra,  does  not  terminate  in  pox, 
but  that  it  proves  equally  inoffenfive  to 
the  conftitution,  where  it  is  even  fo  fliarp 
and  acrid  as  to  excoriate  the  furrounding 
parts.  This  points  out  a  very  marked 
difference  between  the  matter  of  the  two 
difeafes.  In  pox,  even  the  flightefb  fore 
never  fails  to  throw  matter  into  the  fyf- 
tem,  while  the  moll  extenfive  affections 
proceeding  from  Gonorrhoea  are  fo  fel- 
dom  found  to  injure  the  conftitution, 
that  I  have  never  met  with  an  infbance  of 
it. 

By  thofe  who  wifh  to  fupport  the  op- 
pofite  doctrine,  it  is  faid,  that  the  matter 

of 


26  On  Gonorrhoea  Virulent 'a,        Ch.  I. 


of  Gonorrhoea  would  more  frequently  ter- 
minate in  pox,  were  it  not  for  the  mucus 
of  the  urethra  with  which  it  is  blended, 
and  by  which  they  fuppofe  it  to  be  ren- 
dered not  only  milder  in  its  nature,  but 
not  fo  apt  to  be  taken  up  by  the  abforb- 
ents.  This,  however,  is  merely  ideal ; 
and  no  proof  can  be  advanced  in  fupport 
of  it.  Betides,  the  force  of  the  argument  is 
entirely  done  away,  when  we  fee,  from 
what  has  been  obferved  above,  that  even 
where  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  is  more 
acrimonious  than  almoft  ever  occurs  in 
cafes  of  Chancre,  fo  as  in  fome  inftances 
to  produce  very  extenflve  excoriations, 
that  ftill  no  affection  of  the  conftitution 
enfues  from  it. 

Nay,  we  fee,  even  in  fuch  difeafes  as 
are  found  to  proceed  from  what  is  termed 
a  tranflation  of  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  to 
other  parts  of  the  body,  and  which  we  fup- 
pofe to  happen  through  the  medium  of  the 
circulation,  that  ftill  no  affection  of  the 
conftitution  proceeds  from  them.  This 
is  particularly  the  cafe  in  fuch  inftances 

of 
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of  ophthalmia  as  fometimes  proceed  from 
Gonorrhoea,  and  in  which  a  considerable 
difcharge  takes  place,  of  a  puriform  mat- 
ter from  the  eye-lids,  very  fimilar  to  the 
matter  of  a  recent  clap.  I  have  alfo  met 
with  instances,  of  patients  labouring  un- 
der Gonorrhoea  being  feized  with  a  fimilar 
difcharge  from  the  membrane  of  the  nofe  ; 
but  in  none  of  thefe  have  I  ever  known  Lues 
Venerea  enfue.  A  considerable  number  of 
examples  might  be  adduced  of  each  of  thefe ; 
but  the  three  following  will  be  fufficient. 

In  the  year  1 786,  a  young  man  applied  to 
me,  with  a  very  troublefome  painful  difeafe 
in  both  eyes.  The  eye-balls  were  not 
much  inflamed  outwardly ;  but  as  he  ex- 
perienced an  intenfe  degree  of  pain  from 
the  admimon  of  light,  I  concluded  that 
the  retina,  or  other  deep-feated  parts  of 
the  eye,  were  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation ; 
and  the  membrane  of  the  eye-lids  was  not 
only  inflamed,  but  a  conftant  and  copious 
difcharge  took  place  from  them,  of  a 
greenifh  yellow  matter,  bearing  much  the 
appearance  of  the  matter  of  a  recent  clap. 

The 
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The  account  I  received  of  his  difeafe 
was  this :  That  he  had  for  eight  or  ten 
days  laboured  under  Gonorrhoea,  the 
fymptoms  of  which,  however,  were  not 
more  fevere  than  ufual ;  when,  after  be- 
ing heated  with  drinking  port  wine,  the 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  which  had 
previoufly  been  copious,  difappeared  al- 
moft  entirely.  His  eyes,  almoft  immer 
diately  thereafter,  became  painful ;  and, 
in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  the  dif- 
charge of  matter  had  taken  place  from  the 
eye-lids. 

The  difeafe  was  at  firfl  treated  with 
bliflers,  flight  evacuations  of  blood,  and 
the  ufual  applications  of  ointments  and 
collyria.  Thefe  not  proving  fuccefsful,  a 
courfe  of  mercury  was  prefcribed :  but, 
although  different  attempts  were  made 
with  it,  mifchief  always  enfued  from  it. 
It  did  not  leflen  the  difcharge,  while  it 
pbvioufly  increafed  the  inflammation,  and 
rendered  the  eyes  more  irritable.  I  there- 
fore advifed  this  remedy  to  be  laid  afide. 
A  quantity  of  blood  was  taken  from  the 

temporal 
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temporal  artery  of  one  fide ;  fucli  vefTels 
as  were  turged  upon  the  eye-balls  were 
divided ;  fcarifications  were  made  in  the 
inflamed  parts  of  the  eye-lids ;  poultices 
were  applied  over  the  eyes,  in  which 
opium  and  faccharum  faturni  were  dif- 
folved ;  and  gentle  laxatives  were  pre* 
fcribed.  By  thefe  means  the  pain  foon 
abated ;  the  inflammation  and  difcharge 
of  matter  leffened ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  fortnight,  no  fymptom  of  the  difeafe 
remained,  but  a  degree  of  irritability  on 
expofure  to  much  light,  with  which  both 
eyes  continued  to  be  diftrefifed  for  five  or 
fix  months  thereafter. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  on, 
being  attacked  with  Gonorrhoea,  but  of  a 
more  violent  nature  than  the  former,  he 
was  again  feized,  after  expofure  to  much 
cold,  and  riding  on  horfeback,  to  a  fimi- 
lar  affection  of  his  eyes.  In  this  in- 
flance,  too,  bloodletting,  and  the  other 
remedies  formerly  prefcribed,  proved  fuc- 
cefsful ;  and  he  has  not  fince  that  period 
had  any  return  of  the  difcafe. 

About 
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About  two  years  ago,  I  was  defired  to 
viiit  a  patient,  who,  during  confinement 
from  a  fwelled  teflis  induced  by  a  Go- 
norrhoea, was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  pro- 
fufe  difcharge  of  matter  from  one  of  his 
noftrils,  verv  fimilar  to  the  running  of  a 
clap.    The  membrane  of  the  noftril  ap- 
peared tender,  and  fomewhat  inflamed  ; 
but  little  or  no  pain  occurred  from  it. 
The  difcharge  from  the  urethra  had  di- 
minifhed  considerably  previous  to  the  tef- 
tis  becoming  inflamed,  and,  on  this  tak- 
ing place  from  the  nofe,  it  difappeared 
entirely.    This  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
attempting  to  excite  a  return  of  the  dif- 
charge by  the  urethra ;  but  no  advantage 
being  derived  from  this,  I  advifed  the  af- 
fection of  the  nofe  to  be  treated  with  in- 
jections fimilar  to  What  we  ufe  in  cafes  of 
clap.    An  aflringent  folution  was  thrown 
up,  fometimes  with  a  fyringe,    and  at 
other  times  by  inferting  a  bit  of  fponge 
immerfed  in  it  up  the  noftril ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  the  running  ccafed 
entirely. 

Since 
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Since  that  period,  the  fame  patient  has 
been  twice  affected  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
and  the  fame  kind  of  treatment  proved 
equally  fuccefsfnl.  No  mercury  was 
given,  and  no  fymptom  of  pox  has  ever 
appeared.         .  * 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  after  the 
recovery  of  this  patient  from  the  firft  at- 
tack of  the  difeafe,  I  waS  defired  to  fee  a 
friend  of  his,  who  for  feveral  years  had 
been  diflreffed  with  a  fimilar  difcharge 
from  both  his  noftrils.  The  running  had 
occurred  during  the  continuance  of  a 
clap  ;  and  although  it  had  frequently  di- 
minifhed  in  quantity,  yet  at  all  times  it 
was  fo  confiderable  as  to  be  productive  of 
much  uneafinefs.  No  ulceration  appeared 
on  the  membrane  of  the  noftrils,  but  it  was 
of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  tender  over  its 
whole  extent.  A  variety  of  remedies  had 
been  employed;  and  at  lafl,  after  the  difeafe 
had  gone  on  for  upwards  of  three  years,  al- 
though no  other  fymptom  appeared,  he  was 
advifed  to  undergo  a  courfe  of  mercury. 

This 


On  Gonorrhoea  Vlrulenta,      Ch.  I. 


This  was  done  in  the  moft  attentive  man- 
ner j  but  no  advantage  enfued  from  it. 

In  this  fituation,  I  expected  that  the 
fame  plan  of  treatment  which  proved  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  preceding  cafe,  and  which 
had  alfo  done  fo  in  others,  would  like- 
wife  anfwer  here;  In  this,  however,  I 
was  difappointed ;  for,  although  every 
variety  of  injection  was  ufed  that  I  ever 
employed,  yet  no  material  advantage  en- 
fued from  them.  The  running  was  fome- 
times  indeed  leffened  by  them,  but  it  al- 
ways returned  equally  fevere  as  before ; 
and  although  it  has  of  late,  even  when  no 
remedies  were  employed,  become  conii- 
derably  lefs,  it  ftill  continues  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  prove  highly  diftrefsful. 
No  other  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  how- 
ever, has  ever  occurred. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  difference  of 
the  contagions  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorr- 
hoea, it  may  be  remarked,  that  no  ftage 
of  pox  has  ever  been  known  to  induce 
Gonorrhoea,  which  furely  would  occafion- 

ally 
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ally  happen,  if  the  two  difeafes  were  of 
the  fame  nature.  We  may  alfo  remark, 
that,  in  numberlefs  inftances,  people  have 
been  poxed  by  the  matter  of  Syphilis  be- 
ing by  accident  applied  to  a  cut  or  a 
fcratch,  as  often  happens  with  furgeons 
in  the  dremng  of  chancres  and  buboes  ; 
but  no  one  ever  heard  of  a  pox  being  got 
in  this  manner  from  the  matter  of  Go- 
norrhoea. It  has  indeed  been  faid,  that 
chancres  may  be  produced  by  infinuating 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  beneath  the 
Ikin.  But  experiments  upon  this  fubject 
are  productive  of  fuch  anxiety  and  dif- 
trefs,  that  they  never  have  been,  nor  ever 
probably  will  be,  repeated  fo  frequently 
as  the  nature  of  it  would  require.  No- 
thing, therefore,  can  be  admitted  from 
this  argument ;  for,  in  order  to  avoid  fal- 
lacy, and  to  give  fupport  to  the  opinion, 
thefe  experiments  would  not  only  require 
to  be  conducted  with  accuracy,  but  to  be 
numerous,  and  to  be  repeated  on  a  va- 
riety of  patients  under  every  pomble  va- 
riety of  circumftances  ;  whereas  we  have 
Vol.  VII.  D  heard 
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heard  of  only  a  nngle  experiment  or  two 
being  made  by  any  individual  ;  and  even 
thefe  feem  to  have  been  made  under  the 
management  of  fuch  as  were  ftrongly  and 
obvioully  biafTed  in  favour  of  one  fide  of 
the  queftiom 

In  oppohtion  to  thefe,  too,  I  may  men- 
tion, that,  induced  by  fome  late  publica- 
tions upon  this  fubject,  two  young  gen- 
tlemen of  this  place  have  made  fome  ex- 
periments upon  themfelves,  with  a  view 
to  afcertain  the  point  in  difpute ;  but  the 
refult  was  materially  different  from  what 
appears  to  have  happened  in  the  experi- 
ments to  which  I  allude.  By  the  intro- 
duction of  the  matter  of  chancres,  as  well 
as  of  buboes,  into  the  urethra,  fome  pain 
and  irritation  were  excited,  but  no  Go- 
norrhoea enfued ;  and,  by  fretting  the 
fkin  of  the  prepuce  and  glans  with  a  lan- 
cet, and  rubbing  the  parts  with  the  mat- 
ter of  Gonorrhoea,  flight  fores  were  pro- 
duced ;  but  they  never  affumed  the  ap- 
pearance of  chancres,  and  they  healed 
ealily  without  the  ufe  of  mercury. — Fcr 
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the  reafons  mentioned  above,  however, 
we  cannot  place  much  dependence  upon 
thefe  or  any  other  experiments  that  have 
yet  been  made  upon  this  fubject ;  we 
mud  trail  therefore  to  experience  and 
obfervation  in  the  ordinarv  courfe  of 
practice  for  means  to  afcertain  it. 

The  other  fact  on  which  the  doctrine 
we  attempt  to  eftablifh  refls,  is,  ^that  Go- 
norrhoea and  Syphilis  have  appeared  at 
different  times  in  the  fame  countries,  and 
in  fome  inflances  have  remained  diftinct 
and  uncombined  for  a  great  length  of 
time. 

If  thefe  two  difeafes  were  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  proceeded  from  the  fame 
contagion,  they  ought  to  have  appeared 
nearly  at  the  fame  time  in  every  country 
to  which  the  infection  was  carried.  This 
does  not  appear,  however,  from  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  difeafe,  to  have  been  the  cafe. 
From  the  earlier  writers  upon  this  fub- 
ject, it  is  evident,  that  the  Lues  Venerea 
was  known  in  Europe  at  leaft  forty  years 
before  the  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  Doctor 
Aftruc,  whofe  accuracy  and  minute  at- 
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tendon  to  this  {iibject  has  not  been  equal- 
led by  any  one,  aiTerts,  that  in  his  time 
Gonorrhoea  had  not  been  long  known  in 
China,  although  we  know  that  the  Lues 
Venerea  had  long  prevailed  in  that  coun- 
try :  and  it  would  appear,  notwithftand- 
ing  of  any  thing  that  has  been  faid  to  the 
contrary,  that  the  Lues  Venerea  was  im- 
ported to  the  ifland  of  Otaheite  a  confider- 
able  time  before  Gonorrhoea.  It  feems 
to  have  been  carried  to  that  and  other 
illands  in  the  fouth  fcas  by  the  very  firft 
European  navigators  who  touched  there, 
and  to  have  remained  diftinct,  without 
being  connected  with  Gonorrhoea,  for  a 
very  confiderable  time ;  for,  when  Cap- 
tain Cook  vihted  thefe  illands  in  his  fe- 
cond  voyage,  we  have  authority  for  fay- 
ing, that  Gonorrhoea  had  not  then  ap- 
peared in  them. 

Thefe  hiftorical  facts  all  tend  to  prove, 
that  where  only  one  of  thefe  difeafes  lias 
been  imported  to  any  particular  diftricl, 
it  has  always  remained  diftinct,  with- 
out producing  the    other;    and  which 

we 
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we  cannot  fuppofe  would  have  happened, 
if  both  were  formed  by  the  fame  conta- 
gion. And,  in  addition  to  thefe,  I  may 
add  another,  not  lefs  remarkable,  the 
truth  of  which  may  be  afcertained  by  all 
who  incline  to  inquire  concerning  it,  as 
the  fcene  of  it  lies  in  our  own  country. 

In  various  parts  of  the  country  of  Scot- 
land, particularly  in  fome  parts  of  the 
Highlands ;  in  Galloway,  and  in  Dum- 
fries-fhire  ;  the  common  people  have,  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  been  afflicted  with 
the  Lues  Venerea,  under  the  denomina- 
tion, as  they  term  it,  of  Sibbens  ;  and 
which,  from  thofe  diflreffed  with  it  hav- 
ing no  communication  with  thofe  infect- 
ed with  Gonorrhoea,  has  ftill  retained  its 
original,  unmixed  form,  without  a  Angle 
inftance,  fo  far  as  I  know,  of  Gonorr- 
hoea having  been  ever  produced  by  it  *. 

There 

*  This  mud  have  happened  from  the  difeafe  in  thefe 
cliftricTs  prevailing  almoft  entirely  among  poor  country- 
people,  whofe  manners  do  not  expofe  them  to  the  hazard 
of  being  infetfed  with   Gonorrhoea.    None,  however, 
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There  is  evidence,  in  fome  of  thefc  dif- 
tricls,  of  this  dileafe  having  prevailed 
among  them  for  upwards  of  feventy  years  : 
Nay,  in  fome  of  them,  it  is  faid,  from 
tradition,  to  have  been  left  there  by  the 
fqldiers  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  to  have 
been  given,  fined  that  period,  by  one  ge- 
neration to  another  ;  and,  although  I  have 
had  opportunities  of  feeing  many  hund- 
red people  labouring  under  it,  with,  ulcers 
in  the  throat,  nodes  of  the  bones,  fungous 
excrefcences  about  the  anus,  blotches 
over  the  body,  with  almoft  every  other 
fymptom  6f  Syphilis,,  yet  not  an  inftance 
has  occurred  to  me,  as  I  have  obferved 
above,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any,  where 
Gonorrhoea  took  place  in  it.  Whether  it 
is  from  thofe  infected  with  it  concealing 
it  longer  than  ufually  happens  in  towns, 
or  what  may  be  the  caufe  of  it,  I  lhall  not 

can  efcape  the  Sibbens  who  are  much  in  company  with 
thofe  labouring  under  it ;  and  fo  much  are  they  convinced 
of  its  being  the  fame  difeafe  with  Lues  Venerea,  that  even 
thofe  who  get  it  in  the  molt  innocent  manner,  are  fo  much 
alhamed  of  it,  that  they  never  fpeak  of  it  as  long  as  it  c?.n 
poflibly  be  kept  fecret. 
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at  prefent  pretend  to  determine ;  but  eei% 
tain  it  is  that  the  fymptoms  produced  by- 
it  are  more  inveterate  than  we  ufually  find 
them  to  be  in  the  ordinary  form  of  this 
difeafe.  They  appear  to  be  more  particu- 
larly infectious ;  the  flighted  communi- 
cation with  thofe  labouring  under  the  dif- 
eafe being  apt  to  produce  it.  The  fymp- 
toms fpread  more  rapidly,  and  a  greater 
quantity  of  mercury  is,  for  the  rnoft  part, 
required  to  remove  them  ;  but  ftill  Go- 
norrhcea  is  never  produced  in  any  ftage 
of  the  difeafe. 

A  difeafe  very  fimilar  to  this  broke  out 
among  the  country  people  of  Canada, 
fome  years  ago,  owing,  as  is  imagined,  to, 
communication  with  fome  of  the  foldiers 
quartered  among  them,  who  were  in- 
fected with  Lues  Venerea.  It  is  attended, 
as  is  the  cafe  with  the  Sibbens  in  Scotr. 
land,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  Syphilis, 
in  the  moft  virulent  form  of  that  difeafe  ; 
and  it  is  fo  very  infectious  as  to  be  com- 
municated by  eating  or  drinking  out  of 
*he  faine  veflel,  or  drying  with  the  fame 
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cloth  that  has  been  ufed  by  thofe  labour- 
ing under  it.  It  often  enters  the  confti- 
tution  by  abforption  from  the  furface, 
without  any  previous  ulceration  :  In  which 
cafe  it  afterwards  breaks  out  in  buboes, 
nodes,  ulcers,  and  other  fymptoms  of  a 
confirmed  Lues  ;  but  not  an  inftance,  I 
am  informed,  has  happened,  of  Gonorrhoea 
being  produced  by  it. 

This,  as  well  as  what  has  occurred  in 
the  progrefs  of  Sibbens,  is  precifely  what 
happened  with  the  Lues  Venerea,  when 
it  flril  appeared  in  Europe,  as  well  as  at  a 
late  period  in  the  South  Seas  ;  and  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  of  the  fame  circum- 
flances  taking  place  wherever  the  Sy- 
philis only  is  communicated.  We  have 
feen,  in  all  thefe  inftances,  that  Gonor- 
rhoea has  never  been  produced  by  it,  which 
furely  could  not  have  happened  if  the 
two  difeafes  were  of  the  fame  nature,  and 
produced  by  the  fame  contagion.  They 
could  never,  in  that  cafe,  have  remained 
for  any  length  of  time  fo  diftincl:  and  pre^ 
cifely  marked ;  for  the  one  mult  necef- 
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farily,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  have 
foon  been  productive  of  the  other. 

As  a  farther  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
I  may  add,  that  if  the  two  difeafes  were  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  produced  by  the  fame 
infection,  the  remedies  proving  ufeful  in 
the  one  might  be  expected  to  prove  like- 
wife  fo  in  the  other.  Inftead  of  this,  we 
find  that  thofe  upon  which  we  depend 
with  mod  certainty  in  Gonorrhoea,  have 
no  effect  whatever  in  the  cure  of  Syphilis, 
while  mercury,  which  is  the  only  re- 
medy, as  we  have  obferved  above,  upon 
which  any  dependence  can  be  placed  for 
the  cure  of  Syphilis, does  not,in  Gonorrhoea, 
produce  any  advantage.  Nay,  that  in 
fome  cafes,  it  evidently  does  harm. 

We  alfo  know,  that  Gonorrhoea  will 
often  terminate  whether  any  remedy  be 
employed  or  not,  merely  by  moderate 
living,  and  keeping  the  parts  regularly 
clean.  The  difeafe  by  this  alone  will,  in 
molt  inflances,  become  gradually  milder, 
till  at  laft  it  will  difappear  entirely.  No 
fuch  thing,  however,  happens  in  Lues 
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Venerea.  In  this,  as  we  have  already  re- 
marked, even  the  mildefl  fymptom  be- 
comes daily  worfe,  unlefs  mercury  be 
employed ;  nor  will  any  practitioner  of 
experience  truft  the  cure  even  of  the 
flighted  chancre  to  any  other  remedy. 

Upon  this  evidence  alone,  of  the  me- 
thod of  cure  of  the  two  difeafes  being  fo 
effentially  different,  we  might,  I  think, 
conclude  that  they  are  different  in  their 
nature,  and  that  they  proceed  from  dif- 
ferent contagions.  Were  they  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  proceeding  from  the 
fame  caufe,  it  is  not  poffible  to  conceive 
that  any  medicine  would  act  as  a  certain 
cure  for  the  one  and  do  harm  in  the 
other,  and  yet  every  practitioner  will  admit 
that  mercury  is  the  only  remedy  hitherto 
known,  upon  which  we  can  depend  for  the 
cure  of  Lues  Venerea,  while  it  evidently 
often  does  harm,  as  I  have  already  obferv-r 
ed,  in  Gonorrhoea. 

If  the  fubject  now  under  difcufTion  was 
merely  of  a  fpeculative  nature  I  mould 
not  have  entered  fo  minutely  into  it, 

for 
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for  in  that  cafe  it  would  have  been  a  mat- 
ter of  indifference  both  to  practitioners 
and  patients  whether  thefe  difeafes  were 
of  the  fame  nature  or  not;  but,  as  the 
treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  ought  to  depend 
much  upon  this  circumftance,  I  judged  it 
proper,  before  proceeding  to  treat  of  it, 
to  make  this  attempt  to  have  the  point  in 
queftion  afcertained. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

Of  the  Gon?iorrha?a  Virulenta. 


SECTION  I. 

General  Obfervations  on  the  Symptoms^  Cai/fes, 
and  Seat  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 

"FT1  VERY  difcharge  of  matter  from  the 
&  A  urethra,  excited  by  impure  coition, 
is  termed  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta.  As  the 
term  implies  a  difcharge  of  femen,  and 
its  this  difeafe  is  not  necelfarily  attended 
with  any  feminal  evacuation,  it  is  here 
obvioufly  mifapplied ;  but  we  think  it 
better  to  retain  even  a  faulty  denomina- 
tion 


Sect.  I.        Gonorrhcea  Virulent  a.  45 

tion  when  very  univerfally  received,  than 
to  incur  the  hazard  arhing  from  the  con- 
fufion  which  might  enftie  from  the  pro- 
pofal  of  amendments. 

The  period  at  which  the  difcharge  takes 
place,  after  expofure  to  infection,  is  al- 
ways uncertain.  1  have  known  it  happen 
in  a  few  hours  ;  often  in  the  courfe  of  a 
day  or  two,  and  in  fome  inflances  not  till 
feveral  weeks  have  elapfed.  From  the 
third  or  fourth  day,  to  the  feventh  and 
eight,  is  the  moft  frequent  period. 

This  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have 
any  effect  on  the  nature  or  violence  of  the 
fymptoms.  Some  indeed  have  imagined, 
that  the  difeafe  muft  be  mild  or  fevere  ac- 
cording as  it  appears  early  or  late  after  the 
matter  of  infection  has  been  applied  ;  but 
this  does  not  accord  with  my  obfervation. 
1  have  often  known  the  fymptoms  mild 
when  they  appeared  early  after  expofure 
to  infection,  and  fevere  when  much  time 
had  elapfed.  In  one  of  the  moft  obftinate 
cafes  of  Gonorrhcea  I  have  feen,  the  run- 
ning did  not  appear  till  nearly  the  ninth 
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week  from  the  time  of  infection.  A  gen- 
tleman failed  from  Jamaica  two  days  after 
having  connection  with  a  woman  of  fuf- 
picious  character.  No  fymptoms  appear- 
ing till  feveral  weeks  had  elapfed,  he  con- 
cluded that  he  had  efcaped ;  when,  two 
days  before  coming  into  port,  being  the 
fifty-eight  of  his  voyage,  a  very  copious 
running  appeared. 

In  fome  few  cafes,  the  difcharge  takes 
place  without  the  patient  having  any  warn- 
ing of  its  approach ;  but,  for  the  moft 
part,  it  is  preceded  by  fymptoms  indi- 
cating fome  degree  of  inflammation  in  the 
urethra  :•  A  fenfe  of  fulnefs  and  tightnefs 
is  felt  over  all  the  under  part  of  the  pe- 
nis ;  the  patient  has  a  more  frequent  de- 
fire  than  ufual  to  void  urine,  accompanied 
with  a  peculiar  kind  of  itching  heat  along 
the  urethra,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
extremity  of  that  canal  is  obferved  to  be 
of  a  more  deep  red  colour  than  ordinary, 
and  more  than  ufual ly  tender  to  the 
touch.  In  fome  cafes,  too,  the  urethra 
feems  to  be  contracted,  or  lefTencd  in  its 
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diameter;  the  urine  coming  off  in  a 
ftream  much  fmaller  than  natural,  while 
at  other  times  it  is  forked,  as  if  the  paf- 
£\ge  was  divided  in  two. 

On  the  running  appearing  it  is  fome- 
times  white,  and  nearly  of  the  connftence 
of  purulent  matter ;  but,  for  the  moil 
part,  it  is  thin,  and  of  a  yellow  green  co- 
lour. In  fome  cafes  it  is  brown,  refem- 
bling  the  difcharge  of  old  fcorbutic  fores, 
and  in  others  it  confifts  almoft  entirely  of 
blood,  owing  to  the  erofion  or  rupture  of 
one  or  more  blood-veffels  in  the  urethra. 
In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  the  dif- 
charge of  matter  from  the  urethra,  and 
fcalding  heat  in  making  water,  are  the 
only  fymptoms  which  take  place  ;  but  in 
others,  thefe  are  accompanied  with  chor- 
dee,  or  painful  involuntary  erections  ; 
with  much  uneafinefs  in  the  teftes,  which 
frequently  become  fo  tender  and  irri- 
table that  the  flightcfl  touch  excites  pain. 
Severe  degrees  of  pain  often  ftretch  from 
the  penis  to  the  groins  and  thighs  ;  and 
in  fome  cafes  over  all  the  abdominal  vif- 

cera, 
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cera,  particularly  over  the  under  part  of 
the  belly. 

In  fome  cafes  the  chordee,  and  in  others 
thefe  fympathetic  pains  flretching  to  the 
groins,  and  contiguous  parts,  are  the 
moll  diftrefsful  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  I  have  known  the  latter  fo  fevere 
as  to  render  the  patient  altogether  unable 
to  take  any  kind  of  exercife ;  while  the 
chordee,  which  is  ufually  worft  in  bed,  is 
apt  to  deprive  him  entirely  of  fleep. 

B  elides  thefe  pains  in  the  parts  con- 
tiguous to  the  penis,  and  which  we  fup- 
pofe  to  be  chiefly  the  effect  of  nervous 
irritability,  the  glands  in  the  groin  in  fome 
inftances  fwell,  and  become  hard ;  but 
unlefs  the  running  be  accompanied  with 
chancres,  thefe  fwellings  very  commonly 
fubfide,  and  do  not  proceed  to  fuppurate; 
an  important  fact,  which  may  be  confidered 
as  an  additional  proof  to  what  was  men- 
tioned in  the  laft  chapter,  of  the  differ- 
ence between  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Ve- 
nerea. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  the  glans 
penis  fometimes  becomes  red  and  in- 
flamed, and  a  yellow,  foetid  matter,  oozes 
from  its  whole  furface.  In  fome  cafes 
this  is  accompanied  with  evident  ulcera- 
tion :  in  others  the  fkin  remains  entire, 
and  the  matter  is  obferved,  upon  pref- 
fure,  to  proceed  from  an  infinite  number 
of  fmall  points;  In  both  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  the  matter  pafling 
out  of  the  urethra,  and  allowed,  by  the 
negligence  of  the  patient,  to  reft  too  long 
upon  the  tender  cuticle  of  the  glans. 

In  fome  cafes,  however^  this  inflam- 
matory affection  of  the  glans,  and  dif- 
charge  with  which  it  is  accompanied, 
takes  place  of  itfelf,  and  without  any  dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra.  In  which  cafe, 
from  the  refemblance  which  the  matter 
bears  to  that  of  Gonorrhoea,  it  has  ufually 
been  termed  Gonorrhoea  Spuria.  This 
inflammation,  in  fome  cafes  fpreads  to 
the  prepuce,  in  which  it  very  commonly 
produces  fome  degree  of  contraction. 
When  the  prepuce  becomes   fo  much 
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ftraitened  that  it  cannot  be  drawn  back,  a 
difeafe  is  formed,  which  we  term  phy- 
moris  ;  and,  when  it  contracts  behind  the 
glans,  a  difeafe  termed  paraphymofis  takes 
place. 

Although  in  Gonorrhoea  fome  degree  of 
uneafinefs  is  ufually  felt  along  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  urethra,  yet  we  know,  that 
in  moft  inflanees,  the  feat  of  the  difeafe 
lies  within  an  inch,  or  little  more,  of 
the  point  of  the  penis.  In  a  few  cafes, 
however,  whether  from  maltreatment  of 
the  diforder ;  from  the  nature  of  the  in- 
fection being  more  than  ufually  virulent, 
or  from  peculiarity  of  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  the  difeafe  fpreads  backward  till 
it  extends  over  the  whole  length  of  the 
urethra,  even  to  the  bladder  itfelf.  The 
proftate  gland  and  internal  coat  of  the 
bladder  become  affected,  and  fympathetic 
pains  ftretch  from  thefe  parts  along  the 
ureters  to  the  kidneys. 

When  the  bladder  becomes  in  this 
manner  difeafed,  the  ftate  of  the  patient 
is,  for  the  moft,  extremely  miferable  :  he 

feels 
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feels  almoft  a  conftant  defire  to  make 
water,  accompanied  with  fevere  preffure 
or  bearing  down  upon  the  affected  parts, 
proceeding  from  involuntary  fpafmodic 
contractions  of  the  abdominal  mufcles. 
The  whole  region  of  the  loins,  particu- 
larly about  the  kidneys,  becomes  fo  pain- 
ful and  irritable,  that  much  diftrefs  is  ex- 
cited by  whatever  tends  to  bring  the  muf- 
cles of  thefe  parts  into  action,  and  the  pa- 
tient often  complains  of  a  conftant  tenet- 
mus,  and  of  a  frequent  mooting  pain  about 
the  anus  and  neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  this  ftage  of  the  diforder  there  is 
feldom  any  confiderable  difcharge  from 
the  urethra ;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  a 
large  quantity  of  very  vifcid-fcetid-mucus 
is  difcovered  in  the  urine,  which,  iii  the 
courfe  of  a  few  hours,  fubfides,  and  ad- 
heres fo  firmly  to  the  lides  of  the  veffel  as 
not  to  be  eafily  feparated. 

When  a  Gonorrhoea  has  either  been  im- 
properly treated,  or  when  much  inflam- 
mation takes  place  from  any  other  caufe, 
the  teftes  are  apt  to  fwell  and  inflame, 
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and  abfeeffes  often  form  in  CowperTs 
glands,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
urethra.  When  thefe  burft  outwardly, 
or  when  the  urine  by  any  means  finds 
accefs  to  them,  they  are  often  productive 
of  great  diflrefs  to  the  patient  and  per- 
plexity to  the  practitioner,  as  they  fre- 
quently baffle  every  attempt  that  is  made 
for  removing  them. 

It  will  readily  be  conceived  that  all  the 
fymptoms  we  have  defcribed  are  feldom 
or  never  met  with  in  the  fame  patient, 
and  that  thefe  which  do  take  place  will  be 
in  very  different  degrees  in  different  cafes. 
This  is  particularly  remarkable  with  refpedl 
to  the  quantity  of  difcharge,  which,  in 
fome  inflances,  is  fo  trifling  as  fcarcely  to 
excite  any  inconvenience,  whilft,  in 
others,  it  is  fo  profufe  as  to  prove  highly 
diflrefsful.  In  fome  cafes  too,,  the  heat 
of  urine  is  fo  inconfiderable  as  not  to  de~ 
ferve  notice ;  and  in  fuch  inflances  alfo, 
the  defire  to  pafs  water  is  feldom  very  fre- 
quent, while,  in  others,  thefe  fymptoms 

are 
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Aire  both  fo  unfupportable  as  to  render  the 
patient  miferable. 

In  molt  inftances  of  Gonorrhoea  any 
external  inflammation  which  occurs  is 
confined  to  the  extremity  of  the  urethra  5 
but,  in  fome  cafes,  it  runs  fo  high  as  to 
fpread  over  the  whole  glans,  where  it 
might  be  expected  to  terminate,  as  inflam^ 
matory  affections  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  moft  frequently  do,  in  the  forma*- 
tion  of  abfcefTes.  This,  however,  very 
rarely  happens.  We  have  obferved, 
above,  that,  in  a  few  inftances,  a  puru-p 
knt-ljke  matter  oozes  from  the  whole  fuiv 
face  of  the  inflamed  glans ;  but  I  have 
fcarcely  known  an  inflance  of  any  exten- 
sive abfeefs  in  the  uibftance  of  the  glans? 
The  inflammation,  for  the  moft  part,  ter- 
minates by  difperfion.  In  a  few  cafes  it 
ends  in  mortification. 

In  women  the  fymptoms  of  Gonor- 
rhoea are,  for  the  mo  ft  part,  much  milder 
than  in  men.  It  fometimes  happens  that 
a  flow  of  matter  is  all  that  occurs ;  and, 
as  the  difctiarge  is  very  fimilar  to  the  mat? 
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ter  of  fluor  albus,  the  two  difeafes  are  often 
miflaken  for  one  another* 

This  abfence  of  pain,  however,  takes 
place  only  where  the  vagina  is  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe.  When  the  urethra  becomes 
affected  the  fymptoms  are  nearly  the  fame 
as  in  the  other  fex.  A  diftrefsful  degree 
of  irritation  occurs  at  the  extremity  of  the 
urethra,  accompanied  with  heat  of  urine, 
and  a  very  frequent  delire  to  pafs  water.  In 
fome  cafes  the  inflammation  fpreads  to  the 
bladder,  and  even  to  the  kidneys,  uterus, 
and  ovaria  ;  or  at  leaft  thefe  parts  come  to 
be  fo  much  affected  with  pain  as  to  give 
caivfe  to  fufpect  that  they  are  in  a  Hate  of 
inflammation.  Pain,  even  in  a  fevere  de- 
gree, will  no  doubt  occur  from  nervous 
fympathy,  and  this  I  believe  to  be  fre- 
quently the  cafe  here  ;  but  I  have  met  with 
different  inflances  of  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  inflammation  being  excited  by 
Gonorrhoea  in  all  the  parts  which  I  have 
mentioned :  that  is,  they  have  become 
fwelled,  hard,  and  excemvely  painful,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  flighteft  touch  would 

create 
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create  a  great  degree  of  uneafinefs  ;  and 
blood-letting,  with  other  evacuations, 
were  the  only  remedies  from  which  re- 
lief was  obtained.  In  fome  cafes  the  mat- 
ter is  fo  lharp  and  acrid  as  to  excorriate 
the  clitoris,  nymphse,  and  labia  pudendi. 
This  excites  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs ; 
more  than  ever  takes  place  in  men  from  a 
mere  affection  of  the  external  parts ;  for, 
as  thefe  parts  are  in  women  preffed  upon 
in  fitting,  the  flighted  degree  of  inflam- 
mation is,  from  this  caufe  alone,  produc- 
tive of  much  diftrefs.  They  are  often 
obliged  to  remain  conftantly  in  bed  ;  being 
unable  either  to  walk,  {land,  or  fit. 

It  is  impomble,  in  any  cafe  of  Gonor- 
rhoea, to  determine  at  firft,  in  what  man- 
ner it  will  terminate,  for  we  often  find 
the  moft  fevere,  as  well  as  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  difcharge,  fueceed  to  fymptoms  of 
the  mildeft  nature,  while  in  fome  cafes 
it  ends  quickly  and  eafily,  where  the 
fymptoms  at  firft  were  very  fevere.  It  is 
in  general  believed  that  the  difeafe  will 
be  mild,  and  of  fhort  duration,  where  the 
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running  is  white  or  yellow  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  will  neceffarily  prove  fe- 
vere  and  tedious,  where  it  is  at  firft  green, 
or  much  tinged  with  blood.  This, 
however,  is  by  no  means  univerfally  the 
cafe  ;  for  inftances  occur  daily,  of  the  run- 
ning proving  tedious,  where  it  was  at  firft 
of  the  colour  and  confiftence  of  purulent 
matter,  while  others  often  happen  of  its 
ending  quickly,  where  the  matter  was  at 
firft  either  deeply  tinged  with  blood,  or 
of  as  deep  a  green  as  this  difcharge  has 
ever  been  qbferved. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe,  we  al- 
ways reckon  it  a  favourable  circumftance 
to  obferve  the  matter  become  thick  and 
ropy.  This  cannot  indeed  be  mentioned 
as  an  infallible  proof  of  the  difcharge 
being  foon  to  terminate  j  but  it  is,  un- 
doubtedly, one  of  the  molt  favourable 
occurrences  in  every  cafe  of  clap.  When 
the  running  does  not  foon  become  ropy, 
it  is  apt  to  terminate  in  gleet,  the  moft 
perplexing  fymptom  in  this  diforder,  and 
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of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  more  particularly 
in  an  enfuing  chapter. 

We  mail  hereafter  have  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve  that  a  difcharge  may  be  produced 
from  the  urethra  by  different  caufes,  very 
nmilar  to  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  viru- 
lenta.  At  prefent  it  is  only  necefTary  to 
remark,  that,  in  this  difeafe,  the  difcharge 
is  obvioufly  the  effect  of  irritation  excited 
in  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  and  con- 
tiguous parts,  by  matter  from  an  infected 
perfon  being  applied  to  them. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  has  arifen 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  matter  of  in- 
fection is  communicated  to  the  urethra. 
By  fome  it  is  fuppofed  to  happen  in  con- 
fequence  of  being  firft  abforbed  from  the 
furface  of  the  glans,  and  afterwards  de- 
pofited  on  the  membrane  of  the  urethra ; 
as  they  do  not  think  that  it  can  pafs  di- 
rectly into  the  urethra,  during  coition. 
No  good  reafon,  however,  can  be  given 
for  this  opinion  :  it  appears  more  probable 
that  the  matter  at  firft  finds  accefs  between 
the  lips  of  the  urethra  ;  |hat  it  afterwards 
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fpreads,  in  a  gradual  manner,  along  the 
paflage,  by  mixing  with  the  mucus,  with 
which  it  meets,  and  that  the  progrefs 
which  it  makes  will,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  depend  upon  the  parts  to  which  it  is 
applied  being  more  or  lefs  fufceptible  of 
inflammation ;  upon  the  general  ftate  of 
health  of  the  patient ;  upon  his  manner 
of  living  ;  and  perhaps  upon  other  caufes. 

I  do  not  conceive,  however,  that  the 
kind  of  matter  by  which  the  difcharge  is 
produced  has  fo  much  influence  on  the 
violence  or  duration  of  the  fymptoms  as 
has  been  imagined.  It  is  indeed  the  opi- 
nion of  fome  that  a  fevere  and  obfhinate 
cafe  of  clap  may  always  be  traced  to  an  in- 
fection of  fome  peculiar  degree  of  viru- 
lency  ;  but  this  will  not  be  found  to  hap- 
pen with  any  kind  of  uniformity.  So  far 
as  my  obfervation  goes,  it  is  in  Gonor- 
rhoea nearly  the  fame  as  in  fmall  pox4 
The  mildnefs  or  violence  of  fymptoms 
does  not  depend  upon  the  matter  by 
which  the  difeafe  is  produced  fo  much  as 
upon  other  circumftances.    Hence  the 

fame 
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woman  will,  under  the  fame  infection, 
communicate  the  moft  virulent  fymptoms 
to  one  perfon,  and  the  mildeft  to  an- 
other. 

That  much  depends  upon  the  habit  of 
body  of  the  patient,  and  upon  his  man- 
ner of  living,  will  fcarcely  be  doubted ; 
but  the  following  fact  renders  it  obvious. 
Three  gentlemen,  who  aflbciated  much 
together,  and  who  were  accuftomed  to 
live  freely,  returning  one  night  from  a 
drinking  club,  refolved  to  viiit  a  girl  of 
the  town,  and  to  take  a  friend  along  with 
them  who  had  that  night  been  a  vifitor 
in  their  fociety,  but  who  ufually  lived 
with  much  fobriety.  They  all  had  con- 
nection with  the  fame  girl.  The  three 
aftbciates  had  all  the  moft  fevere  claps  I 
ever  met  with  ;  while  the  other,  who  alfo 
received  the  infection,  had  the  difeafe  in 
the  mildeft  form.  This  would  not,  in 
ftmilar  circumftances,  always  happen,  as 
we  fometimes  find  people  who  live  with 
much  circumfpection,  liable  to  very  fe- 
vere attacks  of  Gonorrhoea ;  but,  for  the 

moft 
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moft  part,  the  degree  of  violence  of  this 
difeafe  has  a  confiderable  dependence  on 
the  manner  of  living  of  the  patient. 

The  matter  difcharged  in  Gonorrhoea 
being  very  limilar  to  what  is  daily  ob- 
served to  flow  from  fores  in  other  parts, 
and  the  quantity  being  often  very  confi- 
derable, it  was  the  prevailing  opinion, 
till  of  late,  that  it  proceeded  from  fores 
or  ulcers  in  the  urethra.  We  now  know, 
however,  that  ulcers  very  feldom  take 
place  here  ;  and,  when  they  do,  that  they 
may  be  traced  to  fome  accidental  caufe, 
fuch  as  the  rupture  of  a  blood-vefTel,  in 
no  degree  necefTarily  connected  with  the 
exiftence  of  the  difeafe.  On  difTection, 
after  death,  it  is  found,  almoft  in  every 
inflance,  that  the  membrane  of  the  ure- 
thra is  entire,  and  that  the  matter  is  pro- 
duced by  inflammation  alone. 

It  had  long  been  known,  that  inftances 
were  occafionally  met  with  on  diffection, 
where  no  degree  of  ulceration  in  the  ure- 
thra was  difcovered.  This,  however,  was 
conlidered  as  a  lingular  occurrence,  and 

that 
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that  it  never  happened  but  where  the 
fymptoms  were  uncommonly  mild ;  for 
at  that  time  it  was  fuppofed,  that  ulce^ 
ration,  or  a  deftruction  of  parts,  waa 
requifite  for  the  production  of  matter. 
But  we  now  know,  that  this  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe,  and  that  an  inflamed  fur* 
face,  even  where  no  abrafion  is  perceived, 
will  produce  all  the  varieties  of  matter 
which  fores  ever  afford,  and  that  different 
kinds  of  animal  fluids  may  be  converted 
into  thefe,  merely  by  being  kept  in  certain 
degrees  of  heat. 

By  this  the  difficulty  is  removed,  which 
otherwife  we  mult  have  experienced  in 
accounting  for  the  large  quantities  of 
matter  daily  difcharged  from  the  urethra 
in  Gonorrhoea ;  which,  in  fome  cafes  is 
fo  considerable,  that  nothing1  lefs  than  an 
affection  of  the  whole  extent  of  that  canal 
could  afford  it.  Now  thofe  who  imagine 
that  the  matter  proceeds  from  ulcers,  have 
never  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  this  ever 
takes  place  :  nor  could  it  probably  occur, 
but  with  fuch  confequences  as  very  fel- 

dom 
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dom  enfue  from  Gonorrhoea.  What  I 
allude  to  forms  an  unanfwerable  objec- 
tion to  the  idea  of  ulcers  being  frequent 
in  this  difeafe,  even  although  no  oppor- 
tunities had  occurred  of  proving  it  by 
dhTection.  Where  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  is  in  any  point  ruptured,  either 
by  the  bu riling  of  an  abfcefs  into  it,  or 
by  any  other  caufe,  the  moft  diftrefsful 
confequences  almoft  univerfally  enfue ; 
for  the  urine  pamng  into  the  contiguous 
parts,  forms  fwellings,  which  ufually  ter- 
minate in  fiftulous  openings,  that  prove 
always  tedious,  and  of  uncertain  event. 
Every  practitioner  knows,  that  even  the 
llighteft  opening  into  the  urethra  is  apt 
to  terminate  in  this  manner  ;  fo  that,  if 
the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  proceeded  from 
ulceration,  the  confequences  of  almoft 
every  cafe  of  Gonorrhoea,  would  neceifa- 
rily  prove  much  more  formidable  than 
we  ever,  in  any  inflance,  find  them  to  be. 

In  cafes  of  long  continued  Gonorrhoea, 
the  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  apt  to  be 
fo  relaxed,  that  fungous  excrefcences  form 

in 
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in  different  parts  of  it.  Thefe  not  only 
impede  the  paffage  of  the  urine,  but,  be- 
coming foft  and  tender,  they  at  laft  ulce- 
rate, and  throw  out  very  confiderable 
quantities  of  matter.  This,  however,  is 
never  to  be  1  confidered  as  the  caufe  of 
Gonorrhoea,  but  merely  as  the  effect  of 
#  it.  It  often  proceeds  from  mifmanage- 
ment,  either  on  the  part  of  the  patient 
or  practitioner ;  and  fometimes  from 
fome  conflitutional  affection  to  which  the 
patient  at  the  time  may  be  liable. 

Inftead  of  ulceration,  we  find,  that 
in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  there  is 
merely  a  flight  degree  of  inflammation 
extending  from  the  extremity  of  the  glans 
to  an  inch  or  perhaps  an  inch  and  a  half  up 
the  urethra.  In  more  obftinate  cafes  of  clap, 
Cowper's  glands,  with  their  ducts,  which 
terminate  in  the  urethra,  are  found  af- 
fected.   In  a  third  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
the  proflate  gland,  and  contiguous  parts 
of  the  urethra,  are  inflamed ;   and  in  the 
fourth, and  what  may  be  reckoned  the  molt 
diflrefsful  flage  of  clap,  the  internal  coat  of 

the 
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the  bladder  is  found  inflamed.  For  the  moft 
part,  the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  ;  but  I  have  met  with 
inftances  of  its  being  perceptible  over  the 
whole  of  it,  and  of  its  even  extending 
along  the  ureters  to  the  kidneys. 

This  inflammation,  however,  is  chiefly 
obvious  at  nrft.  On  a  long  continuance 
of  the  difeafe,  the  parts  afrecled,  inftead 
of  being  either  inflamed,  or  in  a  ftate  of 
ulceration,  are  of  a  more  pale  colour  than 
natural ;  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  is. 
found  foft  and  relaxed ;  and  coloured 
mucus  or  matter  may  be  prefTed  out  from 
an  infinite  number  of  fmall  points  over 
every  part  of  it  that  has  been  difeafed. 

This  is  precifely  what  happens  with 

every  membrane  that  has  remained  long 

under  a  flight  degree  of  inflammation, 

particularly  with  the  membrane  of  the  nofe 

and  trachea.    Thefe  parts  often  afford 

very  confiderable  quantities  of  matter,  or 

of  mucus  very  much  refembling  matter, 

for  a  great  length  of  time  ;  and  yet,  upon 

diffec'tion,  they  are  feldom  or  never  found 

. 
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in  a  ftate  of  ulceration,  the  membrane 
being  for  the  mod  part  only  nightly  in- 
flamed. We  may  here  indeed  remark, 
that  the  refemblance  between  the  two 
difeafes,  Gonorrhoea  and  Catarrh,  is,  in 
fcertain  ftages  of  each  of  them,  very  re- 
markable. They  feem  both  to  ori- 
ginate from  inflammation  excited  upon 
a  membrane.  The  matter  of  the  one  is 
in  many  inflances  very  fimilar  to  that  of 
the  other.  They  feem  both  to  be  local 
affections  only  ;  and  the  parts  on  which 
they  are  feated  are,  after  death,  found  to 
be  affected  in  a  fimilar  manner. 

But  although,  in  the  .latter  ftages  of 
Gonorrhoea,  in  which  chiefly  opportunities 
occur  of  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
parts  after  death,  the  inflammation  is 
found  to  be  for  the  moil:  part  inconfider- 
able,  yet,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
difeafe,  the  parts  are  often  highly  in- 
flamed, particularly  when  thofe  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  are  affected.  This  is 
obvious  from  the  fymptoms  j  particularly 
from  the  violent  pain  which  always  takes 
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place,  and  from  the  aritiphlogiftic  re- 
medies employed  for  the  cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 


SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Prognofis  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 


TN  every  difeafe,  it  is  of  importance  for 
a  practitioner  to  be  able  to  fay  at  what 
time  and  in  what  manner  it  will  termi- 
nate. In  none  is  information  of  this  kind 
more  anxiouily  wifhed  for  than  in  Go- 
norrhoea. The  hopes  and  fears  of  pa- 
tients lead  them  equally  to  wifh  for  it ; 
but,  from  various  caufes,  and  more  par- 
ticularly from  want  of  attention  to  the 
exact  lite  of  the  difeafe,  the  duration  of 
Gonorrh  pea  has  always  been  a  matter  of 
much  uncertainty, 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved  above,  that,  on  dhTec^ 
tion,  four  different  fet  of  parts  are  found 
at  different  times  to  be  the  feat  of  Go- 
norrhoea. When  the  running  proceeds 
from  the  extremity,  or  from  within  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  extremity  of  the 
penis,  as  happens  in  perhaps  nine  cafes  out 
of  ten,  there  will,  for  the  mofl  part,  be 
much  caufe  to  hope  that  a  cure  will  foon 
be  obtained.  In  fuch  inflances,  when  the 
patient  is  otherwife  in  good  health,  and 
when  he  does  not  interrupt  the  operation 
of  the  neceffary  remedies  by  improper 
conduit,  the  difeafe  will  not  commonly 
endure  a  fortnight.  Nay,  a  cure  in  fuch 
circumftances  is  often  obtained  in  two  or 
three  days :  but,  whenever  the  lower 
parts  of  the  urethra  are  affected,  particu- 
larly when  the  proftate  gland  and  other 
parts  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  are 
difeafed,  the  running,  in  almofl  every 
inftance,  proves  obftinate.  Even  our  mofl 
powerful  remedies  in  other  cafes  of  clap 
are  here  doubtful  in  their  effects.  Hence 

F  a  no 
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no  certain  opinion  can  be  formed  of  the 
event  of  the  difeafe. 

When  thefe  deep-feated  parts  are  af- 
fected, the  difeafe  proves  always  tedious, 
whatever  the  habit  of  body  may  be  ;  but 
it  neceffarily  proves  much  more  fo  when 
the  conllitution  labours  under  any  general 
affection,  particularly  when  fcrophula 
prevails,  than  when  the  patient  is  found 
and  healthy.  Indeed  a  fcrophulous  taint 
exifting  even  with  the  moft  fimple  cafe  of 
clap,  is  apt  to  render  it  obflinate  ;  I  am  fo 
much  convinced  of  this  being  the  cafe, 
that  in  every  infhance  of  clap  occurring  in 
fcrophulous  patients  I  always  give  a 
guarded  prognofis  of  the  event.  Cures 
are  fometimes  indeed  obtained  eafily,  even 
in  patients  of  this  defcription ;  but,  for 
the  moft  part,  the  difcharge  goes  on  for 
a  great  length  of  time,  and  refills  the 
effect  of  every  remedy  we  employ  to  re- 
move it. 

This  uncertainty  which  takes  place  in 
the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  the 
great  length  of  time  to  which  the  dil- 

charge, 
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charge,  in  fome  inflances  goes  on,  to- 
gether with  the  many  untoward  and  un- 
expected occurrences  which  often  happen 
during  the  cure,  tend  altogether  to  ren- 
der this  branch  of  practice  the  mod  dif- 
trefsful  of  any  in  the  province  of  medi- 
cine. In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  a 
cure  with  proper  treatment  is  eafily  and 
fpeedily  obtained  ;  but  every  candid  prac- 
titioner will  admit  that  cafes  often  occur 
in  which  the  difcharge  continues  obfli- 
nate  for  a  great  length  of  time,  even 
under  the  ufe  of  the  mofl  powerful  re- 
medies with  which  we  are  acauainted. 

X 

But,  by  diftinguifhing  between  one  .ftage 
of  the  difeafe  and  another,  and  thus  giv- 
ing an  opinion  to  patients  of  the  probable 
event  of  it,  practitioners  would  avoid  a 
good  deal  of  embaralfment  which  they 
often  experience,  from  giving  fo  indif- 
criminately  as  they  commonly  do,  a  fa- 
vourable prognons  at  the  commencement 
of  every  calc  of  clap. 

In  forming  a  prognoiis,  it  ought  aU 
ways  to  be  kept  in  view,  that  however 

F  3  mild 
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mild  the  fymptoms  may  be  at  firft,  they 
may  very  quickly  and  unexpectedly  be- 
come fevere,  by  the  difeafe  proceeding 
from  one  part  of  the  urethra  to  another, 
or  even  by  the  inflammation  in  the  part 
which  was  at  firft  affected  becoming  more 
fevere.  This  arifes  from  various  caufes, 
and  often  from  circumftances  which  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  practitioners  to  pre- 
vent. It  fometimes  occurs,  indeed,  from 
the  ufe  of  improper  remedies  ;  particu- 
larly from  acrid  injections  being  ufed 
with  too  much  freedom  ;  but  it  happens 
much  more  frequently  from  other  caufes, 
particularly  from  the  tendency  which  in- 
flammation in  one  part  of  a  membrane  has 
to  fpread  itfelf  over  the  whole  of  it,  and  to 
the  mifconduct  of  patients,  who,  inftead 
of  living  as  they  ought  to  do,  very  com- 
monly proceed,  during  the  cure,  in  the 
fame  courfe  of  riot  and  debauchery  by 
which  they  were  at  firft  expofed  to  infec- 
tion. Some  patients,  even  under  fuch 
circumftances,  will  no  doubt  get  well ; 
but  there  is  not  a  more  undoubted  fact  than 

this, 
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this,  that  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  is  for 
the  moft  part  both  difficult  and  uncertain 
where  the  patient  lives  in  a  riotous  and 
ntemperate  manner. 


SECTION  III. 

General  Gbfervatlons  on  the  Cure  of  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta. 

/^i  Onorrhcea,  as  I  have  obferved  above, 
has,  till  of  late,  been  very  generally 
confidered  as  depending  upon  an  affection 
of  the  conftitution ;  or  at  leaft  the  dif- 
charge  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  at  all  times  to  affect  the  confti- 
tution, and  therefore  that  a  cure  could 
not  be  obtained  but  by  the  ufe  of  remedies 
which  operate  upon  the  fyftem  at  large. 

For  a  confiderable  time  mercury  was 
chiefly  relied  upon.  It  was  employed  on 
the  fuppofition  of  Gonorrhoea  being  a 

F  4  fymptom 
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fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea ;  but  expe-1 
rience  having  {hewn  that  no  advantage 
was  derived  from  mercury  by  itfelf,  other 
remedies  were  employed  along  with  it, 
Thefe  confifted  chiefly  of  demulcents,  eva- 
cuants,  and  aftringents. 

By  a  plentiful  ufe  of  mucilagenous 
drinks,  and  other  demulcents,  it  was 
meant  to  fheath  the  bladder  and  urethra 
more  effectually  from  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  render  the 
xirine  itfelf  lefs  acrid.  Purgatives  were 
employed  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  off 
the  morbid  matter  of  the  difeafe,  and 
nitre  and  other  remedies  were  given  with 
a  fimilar  intention ;  and  laflly,  as  the 
running  was  feldom  leffened  by  the  ufe  of 
any  of  thefe,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being 
frequently  increafed,  bark,  aftringent  bal- 
fams,  and  other  corroberants,  were  pre- 
fcribed  for  putting  a  flop  to  it.  In  fome 
cafes  mercury  was  continued  during  the 
whole  courfe  ;  in  others  it  was  left  off  at 
the  time  of  entering  upon  the  ufe  of  aftrin- 
gents. 

The 
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The  practice  of  phyfic  when  this  pre- 
vailed being  in  moft  points  highly  im- 
proved, we  are  aftonifhed  to  find  fuch  de- 
ficiency as  this  evinces,  in  the  treatment 
of  a  difeafe  which  neceflarily  fell  under 
daily  obfervation.    If  patients  had  been 
left  to  themfelves,   without  any  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  practitioners,  the 
difeafe  would  often,  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  have  difappeared  without  any  in- 
jury being  done  to  the  conftitution  ;  for 
we  know  that  a  llmple  clap  will,  in  molt 
inftances,  dry  up  whether  any  remedies 
be  employed  or  not  ;  but,  by  the  liberal 
ufe  of  ftrong  purgatives,  and  efpecially 
when  this  was  conjoined  with  a  low  diet 
and  a  courfe  of  mercury,  the  conftitution 
was  fo  much  debilitated  that  this  alone 
rendered  almoit  every  cafe  that  occurred 
exceedingly  obftinate  :  hence  Gonorrh  a 
was  confidered  as  the  moft  diflrefsful  as 
well  as  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  dif- 
eafes  to  which  the  human  fpecies  was 
liable.    Lues  Venerea  was,  for  the  moft 
part,  eafily  cured  by  mercury  j  but  no  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  was  derived  from  this  remedy  in 
Gonorrhoea :  the  difeafe  ufually  proved 
exceedingly  obflinate,  and  was  very  apt 
to  terminate  either  in  gleet  or  in  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  urethra. 

It  foon  appeared  to  practitioners  of  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  medicines  employed 
in  Gonorrhoea,  inftead  of  proving  ufeful, 
rather  did  harm  ;  but  the  period  was  not 
yet  arrived  in  which  a  more  effectual  re- 
medy was  to  be  propofed.  Some,  how- 
ever, went  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  medicines 
of  every  kind  might  be  avoided,  as  they 
had  found,from  experience,that  the  difeafe 
went  off  both  more  eafily  and  more  quick- 
ly when  left  to  itfelf  than  it  ever  did  with 
the  remedies  at  that  time  in  general  ufe. 
A  low  diet,  mercury,  and  evacuants  of 
different  kinds,  did  much  harm,  as  we 
have  already  obferved,  by  inducing  fuch 
a  degree  of  debility  and  relaxation  as  ma- 
terially affected  the  conflitution  ;  and  the 
draflic  purgatives,  of  which  large  dozes 
were  given  daily,  proved  highly  prejudi- 
cial, by  the  irritation  which  they  excited. 

In 
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In  certain  ftages  of  clap  a  ftrong  purgative 
never  fails  to  increafe  the  pain  ;  to  excite 
a  more  frequent  deiire  to  make  water; 
and  to  increafe  the  difcharge  :  nay,  I  have 
known  various  inftances  of  a  return  of  all 
the  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  being  in- 
duced by  the  operation  of  a  brilk  purga- 
tive, long  after  the  patient  conlidered  his 
cure  as  complete. 

We  need  not  therefore  be  furprifed  at 
the  propofal  of  laying  all  fuch  remedies 
as  thcfe  ahde ;  and  it  muff,  be  admitted 
that  a  cure  will  often  take  place,  that  is, 
the  running  would  difappear,  together 
with  all  the  fymptoms  which  attend  it, 
without  the  aid  of  medicine.  This  would 
frequently  happen  where  the  difeafe  was 
mild ;  where  the  patient  was  pofTelTed  of 
a  healthy  conftitution  ;  and  where  the 
running  was  not  kept  up  by  any  impro- 
priety on  the  part  of  the  patient.  The 
running  would  difappear  here,  as  hap- 
pens in  corryza  and  other  inftances  of 
matter  proceeding  from  inflamed  fur- 
faces,  whether  any  remedies  fhould  be 

employed 
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employed  or  not:  but  this  would  fcldom 
or  never  happen  where  the  fymptoms 
were  fevere,  nor  where  the  patient  did 
not  live  in  every  refpect  as  he  ought  to 
do.  In  all  fuch  cafes  the  cure  would 
prove  tedious  and  uncertain,  and  the  con- 
ftitution  would  frequently  be  ruined,  in 
the  attempt. 

When  the  mode  of  cure  we  have  men- 
tioned was  propofed,  an  opinion  prevailed 
that  the  difcharge  was  kept  up  by  fome 
general  affection  of  the  conftitution,  and 
that  nothing  therefore  could  be  fo  fafe  or 
fo  proper  as  to  allow  it  to  run  as  long  as 
any  part  of  the  morbific  matter  by  which 
it  was  produced  continued.  It  was  at 
that  time  admitted  by  all,  that  Gonorrhoea 
was  of  the  fame  nature  with  Lues  Vene- 
rea. Chancres,  as  well  as  all  other  vene- 
ral  fores,  were  kept  open  till  cures  were 
obtained  by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury. 
An  erroneous  idea  prevailed  of  fome  ad- 
vantage being  derived  from  the  difcharge 
which  they  produced  ;  and  hence,  even  by 
thofe  who  law  clearly  that  no  benefit  was 

ob-< 


Sect.  III.   Cure  of  Gonorrhoea  Viruhnta. 

obtained  from  mercury  in  Gonorrhoea,  it 
was  ftill  confidered  as  the  belt  practice  to 
allow  the  difeafe,  as  they  {aid,  to  dif- 
charge  itfelf  in  this  manner. 

Even  granting  that  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea were  the  fame  with  that  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea, there  is  no  caufe  to  imagine  that  any 
advantage  would  enfue  from  this  practice : 
but  we  now  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of 
the  two  difeafes  being  perfectly  different. 
A  practice,  therefore,  which  at  one  period 
might  have  been  judged  proper  in  one 
difeafe,  would  now  be  inapplicable  in  the 
other ;  and  hence  it  has,  very  generally, 
been  laid  afide,  although  not  yet  given  Up 
by  fome  individuals. 

From  the  obfervations  we  had  occanon 
to  make  in  the  laft  chapter,  as  well  as 
from  other  circumftances,  few  will  now 
doubt  that  the  matter  in  Gonorrhoea  pro- 
ceeding in  moft  inftances  from  an  in- 
flamed ftate  of  the  membrane-  of  the  ure- 
thra and  contiguous  parts,  gives  a  local 
affection  only,  without  being  productive 
of  any  general  difeafe  of  the  contention. 

From 
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From  this  view  of  the  fubject,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  no  great  advantage  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  remedies  applied  to  the  fyf- 
tem  at  large,  and  that  a  cure  is  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  ufe  of  local  remedies 
only.  In  the  treatment  of  a  fimple  fore, 
of  a  cut,  a  burn,  or  excoriations  from  any 
caufe  whatever,  we  would  not  furely  ex- 
pect to  fucceed  by  mercury,  purgatives, 
or  any  remedies  directed  to  the  conftitu- 
tion.  In  all  fuch  affections  we  truft  to  lo- 
cal remedies,  unlefs  the  prefence  of  fe- 
ver, or  fome  other  general  affection,  ren- 
der other  remedies  necefTary.  For  the 
fame  reafon  we  ought,  in  Gonorrhoea,  to 
depend  entirely  upon  fuch  remedies  as  act 
chiefly  upon  the  parts  affected  ;  no  others 
being  necefTary  if  it  be  not  occafional 
blood-letting,  and  other  evacuations,  and 
thefe  only  where  fever,  plethora,  or  much 
inflammation  take  place. 

In  local  affections  of  other  parts  our  re- 
medies are  eafily  and  directly  applied  :  in 
the  urethra  fome  nicety  and  attention  is 
necefTary,  not  only  in  the  mode  of  apply- 
ing 


Sect.  III.   Cure  of  Gonorrhea  Virulenta.  79 

ing  them  to  the  difeafed  parts,  but  in 
judging  of  the  period  of  the  difeafe,  or 
rather  of  the  {late  of  the  parts  to  which 
they  are  to  be  applied  :  in  other  fituations 
thefe  circumftances  fall  directly  under 
view,  and  we  judge  from  appearances  of 
the  propriety  of  applying  one  remedy  or 
another.  In  the  urethra  we  are  directed 
entirely  by  the  fymptoms,  and  we  judge 
from  thefe  of  the  remedies  to  be  employ- 
ed, as  well  as  of  the  parts  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied  being  in  a  fit  ftate  for 
receiving  them  or  not. 

If  the  parts  affected  in  Gonorrhoea  were 
always  the  fame  no  difficulty  would  occur 
in  the  application  of  our  remedies  ;  but, 
although  the  matter  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe  proceeds  in  perhaps 
every  inflance  from  inflammation,  yet,  in 
fome,  parts  are  affected  with  inflamma- 
tion, to  which  it  would  be  improper  and 
even  hazardous  to  apply  the  fame  reme- 
dies which  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes 
are  ufed  with  much  fafety  and  advan- 
tage. 

We 
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We  mall  afterwards  have  occafion  to 
fliew  that,  in  certain  circumftances  of  Go- 
norrhoea, bougies  may  be  ufed  with  much 
benefit ;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  we  de- 
pend entirely  upon  injections,  and  chiefly 
upon  fuch  as  are  of  a  drying,  aftringent 
nature.    Now  it  is  obvious,  that  although 
we  may  with  fafety  apply  an  aftringent 
folution  to  an  inflamed  furface,  as  hap- 
pens daily  where  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  only  is  afTefted,  yet  that  much  rifk 
may  enfue  from  the  fame  folution  being 
applied  to  the  duels  of  inflamed  glands  : 
in  the  one  cafe  the  difcharge  produced  by 
the  inflammation  will  be  leflened  and 
foon  removed,  and  the  inflammation  it- 
felf  will  fubfide,  while,  in  the  other,  by 
a  fudden  flop  being  put  to  the  difcharge 
of  a  gland  already  in  a  flate  of  increafed 
irritability,  more  inflammation  will  be 
excited,  the  parts  affedted  will  become 
fwelled  and  painful,  and  at  laft  the  dif- 
charge will  burft  forth  with  redoubled 
violence. 

That 
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That  this  frequently  happens  in  the 
eourfe  of  buiinefs  every-  practitioner  of 
candour  will  admit:  nay,  there  are  few 
patients  who  have  been  liable  to  different 
attacks  of  this  difcharge,  who  have  not 
met  with  it  in  fome  degree.  For  a  day  or 
two  the  running  will  often  difappear,  and 
they  confider  the  cure  as  complete,  when 
after  fome  degree  of  tenfion  and  uneaflnefs 
along  the  greateft  part  of  the  penis,  parti- 
cularly in  the  perineum,  the  difcharge  re- 
curs as  before,  with  every  appearance  of  a 
recent  infection. 

As  there  are  many  who  condemn  the 
ufe  of  injections  in  Gonorrhoea,  it  is  al- 
ledged  that  this  is  one  of  the  inconvenien- 
ces which  they  produce  ;  but  we  fhall  pre- 
fently  have  occafion  to  mew  that  this  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe,  and  that  it  proceeds 
entirely  from  a  misapplication  of  the  reme- 
dy ;  from  ufing  it  in  a  ftate  of  the  difeafe  for 
which  it  is  improper  ;  and  not  from  the  re- 
medy itfelf  being  of  a  hazardous  nature. 

This  leads  us  to  revert  to  the  neceflity 
there  is  for  diitinguifhing  between  one 
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ftate  of  Gonorrhea  and  another  Li  the 
defcription  of  the  fymptoms,  i  remarked 
that  they  are  evidently  diftinguifhable  in- 
to four  fets,  indicating  four  dates  or  ftages 
of  the  difeafe  ;  and  as  it  is  a  point  of  the 
firft  importance  in  practice  to  have  thefe 
different  ftates  clearly  marked,  we  fhaU 
now  proceed  to  treat  of  them  in  feparate: 
fections. 


SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Firfl  Stage  of  Gonorrhea. 

TN  the  firft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  the  nin- 
ning  is  never  accompanied  with  vio- 
lent fymptoms.  The  extremity  of  the 
urethra  becomes  red,  full,  and  fomewhat 
prominent.  The  glans  becomes  tender  and 
irritable,  and  ardor  urina:  takes  place  in  a 
greater  or  lefTer  degree,  according  to  the 
extent  of  the  inflammation.  For  the  moft 
part  the  heat  of  urine  is  inconfiderable  j  but 

in 
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in  fome  inftances,  even  in  this  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  it  is  fo  fevere  as  to  excite  a  good 
deal  of  diftrefs.  Chordee  fometimes  occurs, 
but  feldom  in  any  confiderable  degree. 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  we  have 
feen,  that  in  this  ftage  of  it  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra  alone  is  affected,  that  is,  the 
inflammation  by  which  the  discharge  is 
produced  has  not  extended  to  any  other 
part. 

We  judge  that  this  is  the  cafe  when 
thefe  fymptoms  only  occur  which  have 
juft  been  enumerated  ;  when  no  glandular 
fwellings  are  dilcovered  along  the  courfe 
of  the  urethra,  and  particularly  when  the 
running  proceeds  entirely  from  within  an 
inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  extre- 
mity of  that  canal. 

This  circumftance  of  the  difcharge  in 
Gonorrhoea  proceeding  from  the  extremi- 
ty of  the  urethra,  is  at  all  times  a  proof  of 
the  inflammation  not  having  advanced 
farther  than  to  conftitute  what  I  have  de- 
nominated the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 
.Xo  glandular  fwellings  are  ever  difcovered 

Q  2  while 
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while  the  running  proceeds  from  thefe 
parts  ;  and  on  dilfection  after  death,  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra  alone  is  found 
inflamed :  but  in  fome  inftances  the  dif~ 
charge  proceeds  even  from  the  fuperior 
parts  of  the  urethra,  while  none  of  the 
contiguous  glands  are  affected.  This  I 
confider  as  conftituting  the  firft  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  equally  as  when  the  extremity 
of  the  urethra  is  alone  affected.  The  fymp- 
toms  are  not  more  violent  in  the  one  than 
in  the  other,  and  the  method  of  cure  is 
the  fame  in  both.  It  muft,  however,  be 
admitted,  that  we  do  not  frequently  meet 
with  this  ;  for  where  the  upper  part  of  the 
urethra  is  afTected?  the  inflammation  is 
very  apt  to  furead  to  the  contiguous  glands, 
and  thus  terminates  in  the  fecond,  third, 
or,  perhaps,  fourth  ftage.of  the  difeafe. 

We  ■afcertain  the  place  in  the  urethra, 
from  whence  matter  is  difcharged,  not 
merely  from  the  height  to  which  the  pain 
or  uneafinefs  with  which  it  may  be  ac- 
companied extends,  for  this  proves  often 
an  equivocal  mark  of  diflinction,  but 

from 
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from  comprefling  the  paffage  at  any  given 
fpot,  and  prefling  out  all  the  matter  be- 
tween it  and  the  end  of  the  urethra. 
If,  on  removing  the  preflure,  more  can  be 
brought  down,  we  are  fure  that  it  muff, 
come  from  a  greater  height,  and  by  pro- 
ceeding in  a  gradual  manner  upwards  we 
may  thus,  with  very  little  attention,  dif- 
. cover  almoft  the  exadl  fpot  from  whence 
the  difcharge  proceeds.  It  will  afterwards 
appear  that  our  being  able  to  do  fo  is  of 
importance  in  conducting  the  cure. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  appear, 
that  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  the  run- 
ning proceeds  entirely  from  inflammation 
of  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  without 
any  affection  of  the  glands  which  open  in- 
to it ;  and  in  the  removal  of  this  the  cure 
entirely  confifts. 

Where  the  inflammation  is  confiderable, 
as  we  judge  to  be  the  cafe  when  the  ardor 
urina:  is  fevere,  and  efpecially  When  it  oc- 
curs in  a  very  full  habit  of  body,  it  may 
be  proper  to  prefcribe  blood-letting,  a  dofe 
or  two  of  any  gentle  laxative,  and  a  low, 
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cooling  diet.  At  the  fame  time  violent 
exercife  of  every  kind  mould  be  avoided, 
particularly  riding  on  horfeback. 

Inflammation,  however,  in  this  ftate,  is 
feldom  fo  confiderable  as  to  render  blood- 
letting necelfary  :  in  ordinary  cafes  we 
now  truft  to  the  ufe  of  injections  alone, 
and  in  all  periods  of  the  difcharge  I  ufe 
them  with  equal  freedom.  Even  where 
blood-letting,  and  a  ftrict  attention  to  an 
antiphilogiftic  regimen  is  neeeffary,  I  have 
never  any  difEculty  in  beginning  imme- 
diately to  the  ufe  of  injections. 

Thofe  who  are  not  in  the  daily  practice 
of  ufing  injections,  are  afraid  of  preferr- 
ing them  fo  generally  as  they  ought  to  do  : 
fome,  indeed,  never  employ  them  in  any 
cafe,  from  the  prejudice  being  ftrong 
which  ftill  prevails  againft  them  among 
almoft  all  the  older  practitioners,  while 
others  admit  that  they  may  be  ufed  with 
fafety  and-  advantage,  in  the  latter  period 
of  the  difeafe,  but  never  in  the  beginning,, 
or  while  the  inflammation  continues  in 
any  degree  feverc. 

Thi*r 
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This,  however,  is  a  timidity  that  will 
foon  vanilh  with  all  who  venture  upon  a 
more  general  ule  of  them.  They  will 
find  that  injections,  of  a  fufficient  degree 
of  aftringency  for  removing  the  difcharge, 
may  in  this  ftate  of  Gonorrhoea  be  em- 
ployed with  perfect  fafety,  even  in  the 
commencement  of  the  difeafe,  and  whe- 
ther the  inflammation  which  takes  place 
be  mild  or  fevere. 

An  idea  is  ftill  entertained  by  many, 
that  the  running  mould  not  be  flopped 
till  fome  of  the  virulency  by  which  it  was 
produced  is  carried  off ;  and  hence  they 
object,  as  we  have  juft  obferved,  to  the 
early  ufe  of  injections.  But,  as  we  have 
feen  that  Gonorrhoea  is  a  local  affection, 
and  as  we  know  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
body  local  inflammation  may  at  all  times 
be  removed  with  fafety,  nay,  that  it  is  the 
bed  practice  to  attempt  it,  we  might  from 
this  alone  infer,  that  it  would  be  equally 
proper  here.  But  independent  of  this,  I 
can  with  confidence  affert,  and  all  who  em- 
ploy injections  generally  will  do  fo,  that 
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they  may  in  this  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  be 
ufed  at  all  times,  and  with  more  certainty 
of  proving  fuccefsful  the  more  early  they 
are  applied.  Of  this  I  am  fo  clearly  con- 
vinced, that  I  would  advife  all  who  have 
it  in  their  power,  to  employ  injections  in- 
ftantly  on  the  difcharge  taking  place. 
They  commonly,  indeed,  prove  fuccefsful 
at  whatever  period  they  are  ufed ;  but  I 
have  uniformly  found  that  they  act  more 
quickly  in  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe  than  in  the  later  flages  of  it. 

While  practitioners  differ  in  opinion  re- 
fpecting  the  moil  proper  period  of  Gonor- 
rhoea for  uniig  injections, they  likewife  differ 
in  their  ideas  of  the  kinds  of  thefe  remedies 
befl  calculated  for  the  periods  in  which 
they  are  employed.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  Gonorrhoea,  and  at  all  times  when 
much  pain  takes  place,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
many  that  emollient  injections  only  ought 
to  be  ufed,  fuch  as  warm  oil,  emulfions  of 
almonds,  infufions  of  althea,  and  lintfeed  : 
but  in  this  there  appears  to  be  fome  mil- 
take  ;  and  I  can  decidedly  fay  fo  from  hav- 
ing 
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ing  often  experienced  the  inefticacy  of  the 
practice. 

On  fir  ft  entering  upon  bufinefs,  I  found 
it  the  opinion  of  many  who  ufed  injections 
with  freedom,  that  thofe  of  the  emollient 
kind  ought  alone  to  be  advifed  while 
much  heat  of  urine,  or  any  confiderable 
degree  of  inflammation  continued.  Thefe, 
it  was  imagined,  would  fheach  and  pro- 
tect the  parts  from  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine,  and  on  th*  inflammation  fubfiding, 
they  conceived  that  injections  of  an  aftrin- 
gent  nature  might  be  ufed  with  more 
fafety.    The  opinion  was  plaufible,  and 
fupported  by  fome  of  our  beft  practition- 
ers ;  I  was  therefore  induced,  along  with 
others,  to  go  into  it,  but  it  foon  appeared 
that  no  advantage  was  to  be  derived  from 
it :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  evidently  the 
caufe  of  much  diftrefs,  by  rendering  the 
cure  of  Gonorrhoea  much  more  tedious 
than  it  otherwife  might  have  been ;  for 
injections  of  the  emollient  kind  never  tend 
to  Inorten  the  continuance  of  the  difcharge, 
and  often  render  it  more  fixed  and  perma- 
nent, 

i 
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nent,  by  relaxing  the  parts  from  whence 
it  proceeds. 

Neither  are  injections  of  this  defcription 
neceffary  as  a  preparative  to  thofe  of  the 
aftringent  kind  :  in  this  conviction  I  have 
for  many  years  pari:  laid  them  altogether 
afide,  and  during  this  period  have  ufed 
none  but  fuch  as  are  evidently  aftringent ; 
and  although  I  employ  them  with  all  man- 
ner of  freedom,  I  have  never  perceived 
any  bad  effects  arife  frcgn  them. 

In  this  ft  ate  of  Gonorrhoea  injections  of 
the  aftringent  kind  may  be  ufed  with 
fafety  and  advantage,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  dif  charge,  as  well  as  at 
any  period  of  the  difeafe,  whatever  the  de- 
gree of  inflammation  maybe.  Inftead  of  in- 
creafmg  the  inflammation,  they  tend,  when 
of  a  proper  ftrength,  to  leflen  it ;  they  re- 
lieve more  immediately  than  any  other  re- 
medy, the  ardor  urinas ;  and  they  com- 
monly leflen  or  remove  the  difcharge  in  a 
very  fhort  fpace  of  time. 

In  all  cafes,  therefore,  of  this  kind, 
where  we  fappofe  the  difeafe  to  proceed 
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entirely  from  the  membrane  of  the  ure- 
thra, I  pay  no  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  the  running  ;  the  patient  is  immedi- 
ately put  upon  the  ufe  of  injections,  and 
no  harm  ever  enfues  from  it. 

There  is  Only  one  fymptom  which,  in  this 
ftage  of  clap,  precludes  the  immediate  ufe 
of  injections,  viz.  pain  and  fwelling  of  one 
or  of  both  teftis  :  a  perfeverance  in  the  ufe 
of  injections  during  the  continuance  of 
this  fymptom  very  commonly  does  harm, 
and  ought  not  therefore  to  be  advifed; 
not  that  they  tend  to  increafe  the  inflam- 
mation, even  of  the  teftis,  but  by  remov- 
ing the  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  they 
deprive  us,  as  we  fhall  afterwards  fee,  of 
one  of  the  moft  effectual  remedies  for  a 
fwelled  tefticle,  proceeding  from  Gonor- 
rhoea. 

A  variety  of  aftringent  injections  are 
employed  by  practitioners,  but  fome  prov- 
ing more  effectual  than  others,  an  invefti- 
gation  of  this  part  of  our  fubject  is  there- 
by rendered  neceffary. 

Almoft 
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Alrhofl  any  astringent  injection  will 
leffen  the  difcharge.  Port  wine,  and  cla- 
ret, duly  diluted,  fometimes  anfwer.  I 
have  often  fucceeded  with  a  tea-fpoonful 
of  brandy  added  to  half  an  ounce  of  rofe 
water  :  nay,  rofe  water  itfelf,  or  even  cold 
water  directly  from  the  fpring,  will  often 
give  a  flop  to  the  difcharge  ;  but,  fqr  the 
molt  part,  the  effects  of  thefe  are  only  tem- 
porary. In  flight  affections,  indeed,  they 
fometimes  complete  the  cure,  but  in  gene- 
ral we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  employ- 
ing aflringents  of  a  more  powerful  kind. 

Among  the  firft  injections  ufed  in  Go- 
norrhoea, mercury,  in  one  form  or  another, 
was'  a  conflant  ingredient.  It  was  not, 
however,  employed  as  an  aftringent ;  for 
at  that  period  the  ufe  of  aflringents  of  any 
kind  would  have  been  confidered  as  ha- 
zardous. Being  applied  in  this  manner 
directly  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  it  was 
fuppoled  that  it  might  act  as  a  fpecific  in 
the  cure  of  it.  But  although  I  have  given 
full  and  complete  trials  to  injections  of  the 
mercurial  kind,  and  in  every  variety  of 

form  j 


Seel.  IV.         of  Gonorrhoea.  93 

form,  I  have  not,  in  any  inftance,  found 
them  to  prove  more  effectual  than  otfier 
aftringents.  In  order  to  afcertain  the 
point  to  which  I  allude,  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty as  poffible,  I  have  repeatedly  made 
it  the  fubject  of  experiment.  Of  different 
patients  in  Gonorrhoea,  all  nearly  diftref- 
fed  with  fimilar  fymptoms,  fome  have 
been  made  to  employ  a  mixture  of  calo- 
mel with  mucilage  and  water ;  others 
have  ufed  quickfilver  diffolved  in  muci- 
lage, while  fome  have  at  the  fame  time 
been  ufmg  injections  in  which  mercury 
did  not  enter  as  an  ingredient. 

I  admit  that  in  mofl  of  thefe  inftances 
mercury  proved  ferviceable,  but  by  no 
means  in  fuch  a  degree  as  many  of  the  ar- 
ticles with  which  it  was  put,  upon  this 
Comparative  trial.  There  is  no  caufe, 
therefore,  to  imagine  that  it  acts  as  a  fpe- 
cific  in  the  cure  of  clap. 

To  prevent  interruption  in  this  part  of 
the  work,  formulae  will  be  given  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  volume,  of  all  the  prepa- 
rations I  wifh  to  recommend.  Of  mercu- 
rial 
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rial  aftringent  injections,  the  prefcriptions 
No.  1,2,  and  3,  are  perhaps  the  fafeft  and 
belt  that  can  be  ufed. 

Calomel  ufed  in  injections  feems  to  act 
in  a  fimilar  manner  with  lapis  calaminaris, 
armenian  bole,  and  other  aflringent 
earths  ;  not  by  any  fpecific  virtues  with 
which  they  are  endowed,  but  by  refloring 
tone  to  parts  weakened  by  the  difeafe.  It 
is  in  this  manner,  I  conclude,  that  all  of 
thefe  articles  act  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhcea; 
and  in  cafes  that  are  not  particularly  ob- 
Itinate,  they  very  commonly  prove  effec- 
tual. Lapis  calaminaris,  or  tutia  finely 
levigated,  fufpended  in  thin  mucilage, 
makes  a  very  fafe  and  ufeful  injection. 
No.  4th  and  5th  are  formulas  of  thefe  ;  and 
No.  6  is  a  prefcription  of  a  gentleman  re- 
tired from  bufinefs,who,  at  one  period,  was 
in  very  extenfxve  practice  in  London,  and 
who  in  the  courfe  of  much  experience  in 
this  particular  branch,  gave  the  preference 
to  articles  of  this  kind  over  all  others  that 
he  ever  employed. 

T^efe 
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Thefe  earths  pofTefs  one  important  adr 
vantage  for  this  purpofe :  they  never  do 
harm,  in  whatever  quantity  they  are  ufed. 
If  levigated  with  fufficient  care  and  atten- 
tion, they  maybe  ufed  in  any  quantity  that 
the  liquid  in  which  they  are  convened  can 
be  made  to  fufpend. 

Allum  diffolved  in  water  makes  a  fafc 
and  ufefnl  injection.  It  proves  equally 
fafe,  and  flill  more  powerful,  when  con- 
joined with  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  or  an 
infufion  of  galls,  for  which  prefcriptions 
are  given  No.  7th  8th,  and  9th. 

Kino,  an  aftringent  lately  much  ufed 
in  Diarrhoea,  proves  alfo  an  ufeful  ingre- 
dient in  injections  for  Gonorrhea.  I  have 
in  various  cafes  found  it  prove  fuccefsful 
where  other  articles  had  failed,  and  I  have 
not  obferved  that  it  ever  does  harm.  As 
it  is  not  very  foluble  in  water  it  becomes 
necelfary  to  fufpend  it  when  in  fine  pow- 
der, by  means  of  mucilage,  as  is  prefcribed 
No,  10th  and  nth.  \ 

Opium  proves  often  an  ufeful  ingre- 
dient in  injections  of  this  kind ;  and  as  it 

is 
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is  equally  ferviceable  whether  much  pain 
takes  place  or  not,  I  conclude  that  it  does 
not  act  fo  much  as  a  fedative  as  it  does  as 
an  aftringent.  No.  12th  and  13th  are  for- 
mula of  injections  with  opium. 

Some  of  the  aftringent  balfams,  properly 
combined  with  water,  make  a  good  va- 
riety of  injection  for  Gonorrhoea,  particu- 
larly the  balfamum  canadenfe,  and  balfa- 
mum  copaiba,  as  in  No.  13th,  and  14th. 

Lead,  in  various  forms,  proves  highly 
Serviceable  in  thefe  injections.  CerufTe 
fufpended  in  mucilage  and  water  is  often 
employed  with  advantage ;  but  acetum 
lythargyri,  and  faccharum  faturni  diffolv- 
cd  in  water  are  moft  to  be  depended  on. 
Formula  of  thefe  are  given  in  No.  15  th, 
1 6th,  and  17th. 

Of  all  the  aftringent  injections,  however, 
which  I  have  ufed,  none  prove  fo  power- 
ful as  white  vitriol  diffolved  in  water.  In 
the  quantity  of  a  grain  and  half  to  an 
ounce  of  water,  it  feldom  creates  much  ir- 
ritation, and  it  does  not  often  fail  in  this 
variety  of  the  difeafe,  in  which  alone  iiir, 

jections 
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jections  of  any  kind  ever  prove  materially 
ufeful.  No.  1 8th  is  the  form  of  injec- 
tion, which,  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  daily  practice,  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
\ifing  ;  and  No.  19th  is  a  combination  of 
vitriol  and  acetum  lithargyri,  which,  in  a 
few  cafes,  I  have  found  to  anfwer  better 
than  either  of  thefe  articles  feparately. 

Many  other  aftringents  might  be  enu- 
merated, from  which  very  ufeful  injec- 
tions might  be  prepared,  but  the  formulae 
which  I  have  given  contain  the  moft  power- 
ful of  any  with  which  we  are  yet  acquaint- 
ed. None  of  them  will  at  all  times  prove 
fuccefsful ;  for  even  in  this  the  moft  fimple 
variety  of  the  difeafe,  the  moft  active  re- 
medies will  in  fome  inftances  fail :  but  I 
can  from  much  experience  in  this  branch 
of  practice  aftert,  that  it  will  feldom  hap- 
pen where  the  injection  is  properly  mana- 
ged and  duly  perfifted  in. 

The  vitriolic  injection,  No.  19,  I  have 
mentioned  as  the  moft  ufeful  formula  of 
any  ;  but  it  will  fometimes  happen  that  a 
cafe  will  readily  yield  to  others  which  has 
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long  refilled  this.  When  we  do  not,  there- 
fore, foon  fucceed  with  one  injection,  we 
ought,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  others,  by  which  our  purpofe 
will  be  more  eafily  accomplished  than  by 
continuing  to  employ  the  fame  for  any 
length  of  time  together. 

In  all  thefe  injections  the  different  in- 
gredients are  in  fuch  proportions  as  belt 
i'uit  the  general  courfe  of  bufmefs.  This 
was  a  point  of  much  importance  to  afcer- 
tain,  and  fo  far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  I 
have  done  fo ;  but  cafes  will,  no  doubt, 
occur,  from  time  to  time,  in  which  fome 
variety  of  flrength  is  neceffary.  All  in- 
jections of  this  kind  mould  be  of  fuch  a 
flrength  as  to  excite  fome  degree  of  irri- 
tation in  the  urethra,  but  by  no  means  fo 
flrong  as  to  create  much  pain :  hence, 
where  the  preparations  I  have  mentioned 
do  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  they  fliould  be 
made  flronger;  and  when  of  fuch  a  flrength 
as  to  excite  fevere  pain,  they  fliould  be 
more  diluted. 

This, 


Sect.  IV.  of  Gonorrhoea.  99 

This,  I  may  remark,  is  an  object  requir- 
ing much  attention,  for  while  it  is  ob- 
vious that  injections  muft  do  harm  when 
their  ftrength  is  more  than  it  ought  to  be, 
it  is  equally  certain  that  little  or  no  advan- 
tage will  be  derived  from  them  when  they 
are  too  weak.  I  have  known  a  cure  accom- 
plished in  three  days^  merely  by  making  an 
injection  of  a  fufEcient  ftrength,  where  the 
difeafe  had  previously  gone  on  for  two  or 
three  months,  from  want  of  attention  to 
this  point.  I  confider  this,  indeed,  as  one 
of  the  moft  important  points  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Gonorrhoea,  nor  does  any  thing 
diftinguifh  the  practitioner  of  experience 
with  fuch  certainty,  as  his  being  able  to 
adapt  the  ftrength  of  the  injections  which 
he  employs  to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  every  cafe  which  falls  under  his  manage- 
ment. 

In  the  application  of  injections  there  are 
two  circumftances  which  more  particular- 
ly require  attention,  viz.  the  manner  of 
throwing  them  up,  and  the  frequency  of 
Tiling  them. 

H  2  They 
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They  may  be  thrown  up  either  with  a 
fmall  bag  of  refina  elaftica,  fitted  with  a 
pipe,  or  with  a  common  fmall  fyringe : 
whether  the  bag  or  fyringe  be  ufed,  the 
pipe  fhould  be  perfectly  fmooth,  of  a  co- 
nical form,  not  above  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  the  cone  of  fuch  a  thicknefs 
near  to  the  root,  as  not  to  allow  the  pipe 
to  pafs  above  a  quarter  of  an  inch  into  the 
urethra. 

The  bag  or  fyringe  being  filled  with  the 
injection,  and  the  patient  feated  with  his 
breech  over  the  fide  of  a  chair,  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  perineum  from  being  preffed 
upon,  the  pipe,  when  well  oiled,  ihould  be 
inferted  into  the  urethra,  as  far  as  it  will 
go,  with  the  right  hand,  while,  with  the 
left,  he  grafps  the  penis,  and  pulls  it  for- 
ward upon  the  pipe.  He  muft  now  throw 
the  injection  up  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it 
may  reach  the  fartheft  part  of  the  urethra 
that  is  affected,  but  not  with  fuch  force  as 
to  excite  pain. 

When  the  difcharge  proceeds  from  near 
the  extremity  of  the  penis,  very  little  force 
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is  required  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  when  the 
upper  part  of  the  urethra  is  affected,  if  the 
injection  be  not  thrown  up  with  fome  de- 
gree of  firmnefs,  it  will  not  reach  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe,  and  hence  no  advantage 
will  be  derived  from  it.  Previous,  there- 
fore, to  the  ufe  of  injections,  the  part  of  the 
urethra,  whence  the  difcharge  proceeds, 
mould  be  afcertained,  and  it  can  be  eafily 
done  in  the  manner  we  have  mentioned 
above. 

In  ruing  injections  it  is  judged  proper 
by  fome  to  defire  the  patient  tq  prevent 
them  from  pairing  farther  in  the  urethra 
than  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ;  left,  by  forc- 
ing fome  of  the  matter  along  with  the  li- 
quid, the  infection  ihould  be  carried  to 
parts  which  otherwiie  might  not  have 
been  injured.  For  this  purpofe  the  pa- 
tient muft  comprefs  the  urethra  with  the 
middle  finger  of  his  left-hand,  at  that 
point  to  which  it  is  meant  the  injection 
ihould  go ;  while  the  fyringe  or  elaftic 
bag  is  employed  for  throwing  it  up  in  the 
other.    But  although  there  is  no  necefhty 
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for  throwing  injections  farther  than  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  there  is  no  caufe  for  this 
anxiety  in  preventing  them.  It  does  not 
appear,  that  in  this  manner,  the  infection 
is  ever  communicated  from  one  part  of  the 
urethra  to  another ;  at  leaft  I  have  never 
met  with  an  inliance  of  it,  and  I  have  fel- 
dom  pointed  out  this  to  my  patients  as  a 
neceffary  piece  of  attention.  While  it  does 
not,  therefore,  anfwer  any  good  purpofe, 
it  certainly  renders  it  more  difficult  for 
the  patient  to  throw  the  inject  ion  properly 
up,  as  he  cannot  both  make  prefTure  upon 
the  upper  part  of  the  urethra,  and,  at  the 
fame  time  manage  the  fyringe  with  that 
exactnefs  which  it  requires. 

The  point,  however,  of  moft  importance 
in  the  ufe  of  injections  is,  the  frequency 
with  which  they  mould  be  thrown  up ;  it 
is  not  enough  that  we  difcover  a  compofi- 
tion  that  will  accompliih  a  cure,  if  we  do 
not  ufe  it  with  that  frequency  which  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe  requires.  In  common 
practice  the  patient  is  defired  to  inject  the 
liquid  two  or  three  times  a  day:  this,  if 

the 
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the  injection  be  of  a  proper  ftrength,  will 
in  courfe  of  time  effect  a  cure ;  but  I  am 
perfectly  convinced,  from  much  attention 
to  the  fubject,  that  cures  would  be  much 
more  fpeediiy  obtained  were  injections  to 
be  more  frequently  thrown  up.  Inftead 
of  two  or  three  times  a  day,  I  caufe  them 
be  ufed  feven,  eight,  or  ten  times  daily  ; 
by  which  the  cure,  inRead  of  being  pro- 
tracted for  feveral  weeks,  is  often  compleat- 
ed  in  as  many  days. 

This,  I  rnuft  obfervc,  is  a  point  of  fuck 
importance  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea,  that 
nothing  can  compenfate  the  neglect  of  it. 
The  inefficacy  of  injections  is  frequently 
held  forth  as  one  material  objection  to 
them,  but,  for  the  moll  part,  their  failure 
will  be  found  to  depend,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  upon  this  circumftance.  Patients 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  urged  to  ufe  them, 
at  lead  as  frequently  as  I  have  mentioned. 
When  indeed  the  difcharge  leflens,  or  dif- 
appears  entirely,  there  is  no  necelTity  for 
ufmg  injections  fo  frequently ;  but  while  it 
continues  undiminiflied,   the  more  fre- 
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quently  the  remedy  is  applied  to  the  parts 
from  whence  it  proceeds,  the  more  quick- 
ly will  it  be  removed. 

On  laying  injections  afide,  even  after  the 
running  has  difappeared  entirely,  and 
when  there  is  therefore  caufe  to  luppofe 
that  a  cure  is  obtained,  the  difcharge  often 
returns  with  equal  feverity  as  at  firft, 
either  from  excefs  in  wine,  or  over  exer- 
tion in  bodily  exercife.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances  the  injections  muft  again  be  em- 
ployed, and  ufed  with  as  much  frequency 
as  before,  care  being  taken  not  to  leave 
them  off  till  fome  time  after  the  running 
has  again  difappeared. 

When  the  difcharge  returns  repeatedly 
it  is  apt  to  weaken  and  relax  the  parts  fo 
much,  that  this  alone  comes  at  laft  to  con- 
Hi  tute  a  new  difeafe,  forming  a  variety  of 
what  in  general  is  termed  gleet.  This,  how- 
ever, requires  remedies  of  a  different  kind, 
and  will  fall  to  be  confidered  in  a  differ- 
ent chapter. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  I  have  only 
{lightly  taken  notice  of  any  other  remedies 

in 
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in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  :  I  have 
purpofely  done  fo,  from  full  conviction  of 
the  ineffioacy  of  all  remedies  that  are  not 
immediately  applied  to  the  urethra,  and 
from  finding  that  a  proper  ufe  of  injec- 
tions never  fails  to  prove  fuccefsful,  where 
a  cure  by  any  means  can  be  obtained, 

Where  much  pain  and  inflammation 
takes  place,  I  have  obferved  above  that 
fome  advantage  may  be  obtained  from 
blood-letting,  and  a  ftrict  attention  to  an 
antiphlogiftic  regimen.  I  think  it  right, 
however,  to  fay,  that  few  cafes  occur  in 
which  this  becomes  neceflkry.  A  pa- 
tient under  Gonorrhoea  mould  live  mode- 
rately, but  by  no  means  upon  fuch  low 
diet  as  in  former  times  was  prefcribed  in 
fuch  cafes.  He  ought  to  live  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may  prevent  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  from  becoming  fevere,  but  not 
fo  low  as  to  run  any  rifk  of  inducing  re- 
laxation or  debility. 

The  circumfhances  which  mod  particu- 
larly require  attention  are,  abftinence  from 
all  rnanner  of  connection  with  women, 

and 
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and  from  bodily  exertion,  fuch  as  much 
walking  and  riding  on  horfeback,  which 
more  especially  affects  the  parts  concerned 
in  this  difeafe. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea,  where 
no  injections  are  ufed,  where  the  difeafe 
is  either  left  entirely  to  nature,  or  treated 
with  demulcents  and  purgatives,  a  regular 
progrefs  towards  amendment  is,  for  the 
mofl  part,  obferved  in  the  difcharge.  The 
matter  from  being  thin,  and  of  a  greenim 
hue,  or  perhaps  of  a  red  colour  from 
being  tinged  with  blood,  becomes  of  a 
thicker  confidence,  tough,  ropy,  and  of 
a  white  or  yellow  colour  :  but  where  in- 
jections are  employed  this  feldom  happens. 
This  natural  procefs  is  thereby  interrupted, 
and  a  cure  often  takes  place  without  any 
change  being  perceived  in  the  colour  or 
conhflence  of  the  difcharge. 

There  are  fome  fymptoms  which  occa- 
sionally take  place  in  every  ftage  of  Go- 
norrhoea, and  which,  it  might  be  expect- 
ed, ought  to  have  been  more  particularly 

noticed 
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noticed  here,  fucli  as  chordee,  and  evacua- 
tion of  blood  from  the  urethra.  But  thefe 
fymptoms  being  attended  with  circum- 
ftances  requiring  a  peculiarity  of  treat- 
ment, quite  unapplicable  in  the  ordinary 
ftate  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  being  all  of  them 
highly  important  in  their  nature,  a  fepa- 
rate  fection  will  be  allotted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  each  of  them.  We  mall  now, 
therefore,  proceed  to  conlider  the  fecond 
ftage  of  the  difeafe. 


SECTION  V. 

Of  the  Second  Stage  of  Gonorrhea. 

TN  tins  ftage  of  the  difeafe  all  the  fymp- 
toms are  more  violent  than  in  the  firfl. 
The  heat  of  urine  is  much  more  fevere ; 
the  whole  body  of  the  penis  becomes  ten- 
der, 
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der,  and  even  painful ;  and  chordee  takes 
place  to  a  very  diftrefsful  degree.  The  mat- 
ter difcharged  from  the  urethra  is  either  of 
an  ugly  green  colour,  or  deeply  tinged 
with  blood,  and  commonly  very  foetid. 
It  is  found,  on  examination,  to  proceed 
from  the  more  fuperior  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra, generally  from  about  the  middle  of 
the  perineum,  where  the  patient  complains 
of  a  fmart  pain  upon  preffure,  and  where 
one  or  more  fmall  tumors  are  often  per- 
ceptible, produced  by  the  inflammation 
having  extended  to  Cowper's  glands. 

Although  the  fymptoms  of  the  firft  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea  are  commonly  very  diftinct- 
ly  marked,  yet  they  frequently  proceed  to, 
and  terminate,  in  one  of  the  other  flages  of 

• 

the  difeafe,  particularly  in  this  which  we 
are  now  considering.  This  happens  from 
the  inflammation  extending  along  the 
urethra,  either  from  the  matter  produc- 
ing the  difeafe  being  more  than  ufually 
acrimonious ;  from  the  effect  of  impro- 
per management  on  the  part  of  the  patient; 
from  the  imprudent  ule  of  irritating  or 

very 
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very  aftringent  injections  ;  or  from  the  pa- 
tient being  of  a  habit  of  body  rendering 
him  particularly  liable  to  be  acted  upon 
by  caufes  apt  to  excite  inflammation. 

I  conclude  that  it  happens  moft  fre- 
quently from  the  hrft  and  laft  of  thefc 
caufes,  or,  perhaps,  from  a  combination  of 
them  both ;  as  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  of  this  fecond  ftate  of  the  difeafe  we 
find  it  taking  place  almofl  from  the  firft 
day  on  which  the  running  appeared.  It 
mud,  no  doubt,  have  fallen  under  the  ob- 
fervation  of  every  practitioner  that  this,  as 
well  as  the  third  and  fourth  ftages  of  Go- 
norrhoea, are  often  induced  by  the  patient 
living  in  a  ftate  of  riot  and  debauchery ; 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  by  the  immoderate  ufe 
of  irritating  injections.  But  although 
thefc  are  circumftances  which  in  every 
cafe  of  Gonorrhoea  ought  to  be  rigidly 
guarded  againft,  from  their  tending  to 
excite  one  of  the  moft  diftrefsful  com- 
plaints to  which  the  human  fpecies  is  li- 
able ;  yet  I  am  convinced,  from  what  has 
been  mentioned,  that  the  worit  ftates  of 

the 
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the  difeafe  will  frequently  occur,  notwith- 
ftanding  of  all  that  can  be  done  either  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  or  furgeon  to  pre- 
vent them. 

As  the  practice  in  this  ftate  of  Gonor- 
rhoea is  materially  different  from  what  we 
have  recommended  in  the  nrft  ftage  of  it, 
the  utmoft  attention  becomes  neceffary 
in  diftinguifhing  between  them.    In  the 
firft,  the  matter  is,  for  the  mod  part,  dis- 
charged from  within  an  inch  and  half  of 
the  extremity  of  the  penis ;  and  where  the 
difeafe  does  extend  farther  up  the  urethra, 
although  the  ardor  iirinae  is  fometimes 
considerable,  yet  the  pain  is  never  fo  fe- 
vere  as  that  which  arifes  from  the  inflam- 
mation in  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe. 
In  this  iaft,  the  whole  body  of  the  penis, 
as  we  have  obferved  above,  is  tender  and 
painful ;  the  chordee  which  takes  place  is 
highly  diftrefsful,  and  one  or  more  ine- 
qualities, accompanied  with  pain  on  pref- 
fure,  are  difcovered  in  the  perineum : 
whereas,  in  the  former,  any  chordee  which 
occurs  is  for  the  moft  part  very  moderate. 

The 
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The  pain  is  inconfiderable  at  all  times  when 
the  patient  is  not  paffing  water,  and  no 
hardnefs  or  inequalities  are  perceived  in 
the  perineum. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  even  in  the 
fecond  ftageof  the  difeafe,  thefe  glandular 
tumefactions  in  the  perineum  are  not  al- 
ways at  flrft  obvious  ;  but  upon  preffure 
with  the  ringers  they  are  eafily  difcovered, 
even  on  their  firft  commencement ;  and 
in  the  more  advanced  flages  of  the  difeafe 
they  become  perceptible,  both  to  the  touch 
and  to  the  eye.  Whenever  chordee  oc- 
curs in  a  fevere  degree,  the  whole  penis  ac- 
quires a  firmnefs  and  tenfion,  particularly 
where  it  runs  along  the  perineum.  This, 
however,  is  very  different  from  the  glan- 
dular affections  to  which  I  allude  :  the  one 
is  a  diffufed  fwelling,  extending  over  the 
whole,  or  a  confiderable  part  of  the  penis  ; 
it  does  not  continue  fixed  or  permanent, 
and  feems  to  depend  upon  a  morbid  irri- 
tability in  the  mufcles  of  the  penis,  by 
which  they  are  eafily  excited  to  violent 
and  unequal  contractions.    The  others 

are, 
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are,  at  firft,  fmall,  circumfcribed  fwel- 
lings,  painful  to  the  touch,  which  do  not 
rife  and  fall  fpeedily,  and  which  remain 
more  or  lefs  permanent  according  as  the 
fymptoms  with  winch  they  are  connected 
are  more  or  lefs  violent* 

Thefe  dwellings  proceed,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,  from  an  inflamed  ftate  of 
Cowper's  glands,  induced  by  the  inflame 
mation  extending  along  their  ducts,  which 
terminate  in  the  urethra,  to  the  glands 
themfelves. 

Inflammation  here,  when  it  comes  to  a 
height,  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  what  en- 
fues  from  it  in  other  parts,  is  very  apt  to 
terminate  in  fuppuration;  and  as  the  form- 
ation of  matter  in  the  fubftance  of  thefe 
glands  is  apt  to  excite  the  moll:  diflrefsful 
confequences,  nothing  mould  be  omitted 
that  can  tend  to  prevent  it.  When  mat- 
ter forms  in  them,  if  it  be  not  immediate- 
ly difcharged  by  an  external  opening,  it 
is  very  apt  to  burft  into  the  urethra,  and 
to  produce  runnings,  which,  in  fome  cafes, 

do 
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do  not  terminate  but  with  the  life  of  the 
patient. 

On  the  firft  approach,  therefore,  of  this 
fecond  fhige  of  Gonorrhoea,  all  our  endea- 
vours mould  be  employed  to  remove  or 
leifen  the  inflammation*  If  the  patient  is 
plethoric  he  mould  lofe  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  blood  with  the  lancet,  and  ten 
or  a  dozen  of  leeches  mould  be  applied  to 
the  pained  part.  Whatever  his  habit  of 
body  may  be,  the  application  of  leeches 
mould  not  be  omitted,  and  they  ought  to 
be  repeated  once  and  again,  according  to 
their  effects,  and  to  the  degree  of  inflam- 
mation and  fwelling  which  take  place  ;  fa- 
turnine  poultices  mould  be  applied  over 
the  part  affected  ;  the  bowels  fhould  be 
kept  open  with  gentle  laxatives,  and 
the  patient  mould  be  put  upon  a  low, 
cooling  diet. 

If,  either  by  the  violence  of  the  inflam- 
mation, or  by  an  imprudent  ufe  of  aflrin- 
gent  injections,  a  flop  has  been  put  to  the 
difcharge,  much  advantage  will  be  derived 
from  our  foliciting  a  return  of  it.  This, 

Vol.  I.  I  how- 
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however,  mult  not  be  done  with  applica- 
tions of  an  irritating  nature,  fuch  as  bou- 
gees,  and  flimulating  injections,  as  fome 
have  advifed,  but  it  may  be  attempted  with 
fafety  by  throwing  up,  from  time  to  time, 
injections  of  warm  oil  and  other  emolli- 
ents, fuch  as  warm  decoctions  of  lintfeed 
and  althea. 

But  although  we  find  from  experience 
that  much  harm  is  done  by  the  applica- 
tion of  ftimulants  directly  to  the  urethra, 
we  know  that  they  may  be  applied  to  the 
fkin  both  with  fafety  and  advantage.  Thus, 
when  the  fwelling  does  not  foon  lelfen  by 
blood-letting,  and  the  other  remedies 
mentioned  above,  I  have,  in  different  in- 
ftances,  derived  advantage  from  the  appli- 
cation of  blifters  to  the  parts  affected,  and 
by  covering  the  bites  of  the  leeches  with 
adhefive  plafter ;  this  practice  may  be  a- 
dopted  even  the  day  after  they  have  been 
applied.  The  blifter  mould  be  made  to 
cover  the  whole  perineum. 

When  the  remedies  we  have  advifed  are 
timeoully  and  properly  applied  they  will  not 

often 
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often  fail  to  remove  the  inflammation  ;.  but 
when  this  is  not  accomplifhed,and  when  the 
fwelling  or  fwellings  proceed  to  a  ftate  of 
fuppuration,  nature  mould  be  as  much  as 
pomble  amfted  by  a  frequent  and  free  ufe 
of  emollient  poultices  and  fomentations, 
and  as  foon  as  a  fluctuation  of  matter  is 
difcovered,  it  ought  to  be  difcharged  by 
an  opening  made  the  full  length  of  the 
tumor.  In  this  manner  a  fore  will  be 
produced  that  will  be  difficult  to  heal ;  but 
if  the  babit  of  body  be  found,  a  cure  will 
be  obtained  at  laft,  and  there  is  no  other 
method  with  which  I  am  acquainted  that 
will  fo  readily  prevent  the  matter  from 
burfting  into  the  urethra. 

When  this  unfortunate  circumftance 
takes  place,  of  matter  collected  in  one  or 
more  of  thefe  glands,  finding  accefs  to  the 
urethra, fcarcely  any  advantage  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  art  in  the  treatment  of  it.  In- 
jections, as  we  remarked  in  the  laft  fec- 
tion,  inftead  of  proving  ferviceable,  rather 
do  harm.  They  cannot  reach  the  cavity 
of  the  gland,  where  alone  they  might 

I  2  prove 
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prove  uTeful,  and  by  preventing  for  a  time 
that  free  difeharge  of  matter,  which,  in 
every  abfeefs  is  defirable,  they  caufe  it  to 
collect,  and  alternately  burft  out,  in  greater 
quantities  than  before. 

When  the  caufe  of  fuch  an  occurrence 
is  not  fufpected,  both  the  patient  and 
Jbractitioner  are  apt  to  imagine  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  the  fault  of  the  injection:  every 
variety  of  the  remedy  is  therefore  em- 
ployed, but  nearly  the  fame  effect  remits 
from  all  of  them,  and  the  patient,  after 
being  teafed  and  perplexed  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  finds  himfelf  in  no  degree 
better  than  he  was  at  firft. 

By  fome  practitioners  a  covarfe  of  mer- 
cury has  been  advHed  in  this  itate  of  the 
difeafe,  and  particularly  frictions  with 
mercurial  ointment  on  the  perineum  ;  but* 
although  I  have  often  feen  the  practice 
fairly  and  completely  tried,  I  never  knew 
any  advantage  derived,  from  it.  Neither" 
does  mercury  prove  ufeful  in  the  fores 
which  enfue  from  opening  abfeefles  in  the 
perineum,  proceeding  from  Gonorrhoea. 

On 
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On  the  idea  of  thefe  fores  being  of  the 
fame  nature  with  fuch  as  faceeed  to  bu- 
boes in  Lues  Venerea,  mercury  is  common- 
ly prefcribed  ;  but  although  I  have  known 
it  repeatedly  ufed,  not  only  for  the  cure 
of  thefe  fores,  but  for  the  difcullion  of  the 
previous  tumefaction  of  the  glands,  I  never 
knew  aiiy  evident  benefit  derived  from  it. 

All  that  in  fuch  circumftances  can  with 
propriety  be  done  is,  to  caufe  the  patient 
live  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  mod. effec- 
tually brace  his  conftitutlon ;  his  diet 
ought  to  be  of  a  nourifhing  kind  ;  cold 
bathing,  particularly  in  the  fea,  proves 
fometimes  ufeful,  and,  in  fome  inftances, 
Jefuit's  bark,  in  large  quantities,  is  given 
with  advantage, 

In  no  period  of  this  flage  of  Gonorrhoea 
are  injections  admiflible,  and  I  fu-fpect  that 
the  difcredit  into  which  they  have  fallen 
with  many  is  owing  to  their  being  em- 
ployed promifcuoufly  in  every  ftate  of  the 
complaint.  We  have  juft  feen  that  they 
cannot  be  ufed  with  any  profpect  of  fuc- 
eefs,  when  fappuration  has  actually  taken 

I  3  place, 
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place,  and  a  very  little  attention  will  make  it 
appear  that  they  ought  not  to  be  adyifed 
daring  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  com- 
plaint. While  the  parts  are  inflamed,  in- 
ftead  of  endeavouring  to  remove  the  dis- 
charge, we  ought  rather  to  try  to  promote 
it.  Nothing  tends  with  fuch  certai.ity  to 
moderate  all  the  fymptoms  ;  and  1  have  re- 
peatedly obferved  that  they  are  all  render- 
ed much  more  fevere  by  whatever  tends, 
in  any  degree,  to  give  a  check  to  the  run- 
ning. It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  the 
younger  part  of  the  profemon  be  put 
ftri&ly  on  their  guard  againft  the  ufe  of 
injections  in  every  period  of  this  ftage  of 
Gonorrhoea ;  a  practice  which,  in  the  firft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  is  the  only  remedy,  as 
we  have  feen,  upon  which  any  dependence 
ought  to  be  placed,  but  which  in  this  is  evi- 
dently fraught  with  danger  to  the  patient, 
and  therefore  with  difcredit  to  thofe  who 
advife  it. 

Bclidcs  the  glandular  abfcefTes  of  thefe 
parts,  which  we  have  juft  defcribed,  col- 
lections of  matter  are  apt  to  occur  in  this 

ftate 
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flate  of  the  difeafe,  not  only  in  the  cellu- 
lar fubftance  of  the  perineum,  but  in  the 
corpus  cayernofum  of  the  penis,  as  well  as 
in  the  corpus  fpongeofum  urethras.  The 
treatment  of  thefe,  however,  ought  to  be 
fo  exactly  what  we  have  pointed  out  for 
the  others,  thgt  nothing  farther  need 
be  faid  upon  it,  To  prevent,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  rifk  of  fucli  collections 
burfting  into  the  urethra,  the  matter 
mould  be  difcharged  by  a  free  opening 
the  whole  length  of  the  tumor,  as  foon  as 
it  is  found  to  be  completely  formed.  . 

When  collections  of  matter  in  thefe 
parts,  whether  feated  in  Cowper's  glands, 
or  in  the  contiguous  foft  parts,  terminate, 
as  they  fometimes  do,  in  external  open- 
ings, at  the  fame  time  that  a  commimica- 
tion  is  formed  with  the  urethra,  the  urine 
efcapes  at  the  fore,  and  thus  another  dif- 
eafe is  produced,  termed  a  finus,  or  fiftula 
in  perineo.  This  falls  to  be  treated  like 
finufes  in  every  other  part :  the  feat  of 
the  abfcefs  muft  be  laid  open  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  and  by  enlarging  the 

I  4  open- 
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opening  in  the  urethra,  if  the  patient  be 
otherwife  in  found  health,  a  cure  will,  for 
the  mod  part,  be  obtained,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  heal  the  fore  from  the  bottom  in 
the  ufual  way*. 

It  may  be  alledged,  if  this  proves  fuc- 
cefsful  where  the  matter  has  already  form- 
ed an  opening,  both  inwardly  and  out- 
wardly, for  itfelf,  that  a  fimilar  practice 
Ihould  be  adopted  where  the  abfeefs  has 
only  burn:  into  the  urethra.  That  a  free 
incifion  mould  be  made  into  it,  and  a  cure 
attempted  in  the  manner  we  have  already 
advifed. 

Where  the  opening  into  the  urethra  is 
fuch  as  to  admit  the  urine  to  pafs  into  the 
abfeefs,  the  practice  to  which  I  allude 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  adopted,  for  no 
other  will  prove  fuccefsful,  and  the  patient 
muft  remain  in  a  flate  of  great  diftrefs  and 
mifery  while  this  continues  ;  but  while 
the  external  teguments  remain  entire,  and 
while  the  urine  does  not  find  accefs  to  the 

*  V.  Syftem  of  Surgery,  chap.  xv. 
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abfeefs,  no  attempt  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  made.  However  inconvenient  the  dis- 
charge of  matter  from  the  urethra  may  be, 
and  however  long  it  may  continue,  the 
patient  ought  rather  to  fubmit  to  it  than 
to  the  uncertain  event  of  a  fiftulous  open- 
ing, which  always  proves  tedious  and  di£ 
trefsful,  with  whatever  judgment  the  dii« 
eafe  may  be  afterwards  treated. 


SECTION  VI, 

Of  the  Third  Stage  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulent 

JN  this  flage  of  Gonorrhoea,  along  with 
ardor  urinaz,  and  the  other  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  com- 
plains of  a  fevere  fixed  pain  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  perineum,  accompanied  with  a 
fenfation  of  fulnefs,  and  tenfion  in  all  the 
parts  contiguous  to  the  anus.  The  defire 
pq  void  urine  is  more  frequent  than  in 

either 
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either  of  the  two  preceding  ftates,  and  it 
is  commonly  pafTed  with  much  pain  and 
difficulty  ;  often  drop  by  drop.  Tenefmus, 
or  a  painful  and  frequent  defire  to  go  to 
ftool,  often  takes  place,  and,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  to  fuch  a  diftrefsful  heighth,  as 
adds  greatly  to  the  mifery  of  the  patient. 

Even  in  the  commencement  of  the  dif- 
eafe  the  pain  in  making  water  is  in  fome 
cafes  fo  fevere  as  to  excite  heat  and  other 
fymptoms  of  fever  ;  and,  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftages  of  it,  I  have  known  the  fever 
rife  to  a  very  alarming  height.  This  flate 
of  Gonorrhoea,  in  fome  inflances,  proceeds 
from  the  inflammation  fpreading  back- 
ward in  a  flow,  gradual  manner,  from  the 
point  of  the  penis,  which  we  have  fhewn 
to  be  the  feat  of  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  but  more  frequently  it  takes  place 
fuddenly  either  from  the  imprudent  ufe  of 
injections,  from  the  patient  being  in  a 
riotous  courfe  of  life,  or  from  his  being 
expofed  to  violent  exercife,  either  on  foot 
or  on  horfeback, 

On 
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On  examining  the  -parts  affected,  the 
penis  is,  for  the  mod  part,  in  a  Hate  of 
tendernefs  and  irritability,  nearly,  indeed, 
as  we  have  defcribed  it  to  be  in  the  fecond 
ftage  of  this  diforder  ;  but,  together  with 
this,  on  compreiling  the  parts  about  the 
end  of  the  rectum  a  fenfe  of  pain  arifes, 
which  is  never  experienced  -in  either  of 
the  ftates  already  defcribed,  and  on  intro- 
ducing the  finger  into  the  anus,  the  pros- 
tate gland  is  found  confiderably  fwelled, 
and  in  fuch  a  (late  of  irritability  that  it 
can  fcarcely  bear  to  be  touched. 

Even  the  fligliteft  degree  of  this  affec-r 
tion  excites  much  uneafinefs,  and  the  de-r 
fire  to  pafs  water  feldom  ceafes  for  above 
a  few  minutes  together  j  but  when  the 
difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration,  the  pros- 
tate gland,  which  nearly  furrounds  the 
urethra,  or  which  rather  appears,  as  it- 
were,  to  form  the  paflage  of  urine  at  this 
part,  becomes  often  fo  much  f welled  as 
nearly  to  obftruct  the  difcharge  of  urine 
as  completely  as  when  the  urethra  is  en- 
tirely {topped.  Thofe,  indeed,  not  verfant 

in 
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in  this  branch  of  practice  are  apt  to  mil- 
take  this  affection  for  ftrictures  in  the  ure- 
thra ;  of  courfe  a  delay  takes  place  in 
ufing  the  proper  remedies,  and  attempts 
which  are  frequently  made  to  overcome 
the  fuppofed  ftrictures,  too  often  do  mif- 
chief.  Frequently,  indeed,  neither  a  bou- 
gie, nor  catheter,  when  employed  for 
removing  a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  pro- 
ceeding from  this  caufe,  can  be  patted ; 
for  the  gland  is  in  fome  cafes  fo  much 
fwelled  as  to  obliterate  the  paffage  almoft 
entirely,  and  in  others,  by  fwelling  on  one 
fide  only,  the  pafTage  is  thrown  altogether 
over  to  the  other  ;  circumftances  which 
render  the  introduction  of  a  bougie  either 
impracticable,  or  at  beft  difficult  and  un- 
certain. 

As  it  is  in  the  commencement  only  of 
this  affection  that  any  material  advantage 
is  derived  from  the  interference  of  art,  and 
as  it  is  a  difeafe  which,  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced ftates  of  it  excites  the  greatefl  pof- 
fible  diflrefs,  we  ought  inftantly  on  the 
jirft  approach  of  it,  to  apply  fuch  reme- 
dies 
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dies  as  experience  has  proved  to  be  mofl 
effectual  in  removing  it. 

Of  all  the  remedies  that  I  have  ever  em- 
ployed, early  blood-letting  is  almoft  the 
only  one  from  which  any  obvious  advan- 
tage has  been  derived.  It  ought  to  be  ad- 
vifed  immediately  on  the  firft  approach  of 
pain,  nor  mould  we  be  deterred  by  a  weak- 
ly or  delicate  conftitution.  In  a  perfon  of 
this  defcription  the  evacuation  ought,  no 
doubt,  to  be  more  fparingly  adminiflered 
than  where  plethora  takes  place  ;  but  even 
in  the  mofl  delicate  habit  of  body,  a 
quantity  of  blood  mould  be  difcharged  in 
proportion  to  the  flrength  of  the  patient, 
in  the  firfk  place  by  the  lancet,  and  after- 
wards by  leeches  applied  to  the  parts  af- 
fected. The  practice  of  blood-letting  I 
conuder  to  be  equally  neceflary  here  as  in 
cafes  of  pleurify :  in  the  latter,  indeed, 
the  life  of  the  patient  is  in  greater  hazard, 
but  in  this  his  future  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment of  life  are  at  flake.  It  ought  not, 
therefore,,  in  any  inftance,  to  be  omitted. 

I  fpeak  the  more  decidedly  upon  this 
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from  various  inftances  having  fallen  with- 
in rny  own  obfervation,  f  the  mod  dif- 
trefsful  confequences  taking  place  from 
this  remedy  having  been  omitted,  and 
from  many  others  having  ended  eafily 
where  it  was  employed  with  freedom.  It 
is  in  the  firfl  flages  only  of  the  diforder, 
however,  in  which  it  acts  with  much  ad- 
vantage'; chiefly,  indeed,  on  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  taking  place,  for 
when  the  proftate  gland  becomes  fwelled 
and  inflamed  in  any  confiderable  degree, 
neither  this  nor  any  other  remedy  can  be 
depended  upon  for  removing  it*  After  a 
long  courfe  of  time  an  enlarged  proftate 
will  fometimes  be  found  much  diminifhed, 
but  this  happens  more  frequently  without 
our  being  able  to  account  for  it,  than  as  a. 
necefTary  confequence  of  any  medicine 
employed  for  it* 

Blifters  do  not  afford  that  relief  here 
that  we  fometimes  derive  from  them  in 
fwellings  of  Cowper's  glands,  neither  is 
much  advantage  ever  obtained  from  fatur- 
nine  applications.  Opium,  whether  given 

by 


Sect.  VI.         of  Gonorrhoea.  12  J 


by  the  mouth,  or  in  clyfters,  proves  more 
ufeful  than  any  other  remedy  for  remov- 
ing the  pain  and  leffening  the  irritation  ; 
but  probably  from  coming  more  directly 
into  contact  with  the  difeafed  parts,  it 
proves  evidently  mofl  fuccefsful  when 
given  in  clyfters,  and  it  feems  to  anfwer 
better  in  fmall  dofes,  frequently  repeated, 
than  in  large  quantities  given  at  once. 
Thirty  drops  of  laudanum,  mixed  with 
two  ounces  of  thin  ftarch,  and  thrown 
eafily  into  the  rectum,  very  commonly 
gives  immediate  relief,  and  as  long  as  this 
dofe  proves  effectual  it  ought  not  to  be  in- 
creafed. 

While  opiates,  given  in  this  manner, 
lefTen  the  irritability  of  the  organs  of 
urine,  they  alfo  give  much  relief  by  re- 
moving that  painful  and  frequent  defire  to 
go  to  ftool,  with  which  patients  in  this 
difeafe  are  often  afflicted. 

Hitherto  I  have  laid  nothing  of  the  ufe 
of  injections,  which  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  this,  as  in  other  ftages  of  Gonor- 
rhoea, for  removing  the  running.  This, 

]how~ 
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however,  is  a  practice  that  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  adopted;  It  has  at  firft  been 
gone  into  without  reflecting  upon  its  ten- 
dency, and  afterwards  perfifted  in  merely 
from  having  once  beeii  adopted.  In  the* 
iecond  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  I  had  occa- 
fion  to  remark  that  the  difcharge,  inftead 
of  being  flopped,  ought  rather  to  be  en- 
couraged* The  fame  obfervation  applies 
Hill  more  forcibly  here,  where  a  ftoppage 
of  the  running  tends  always  to  aggravate 
every  fymptom,  and  where  we  find  con* 
liderable  relief  often  obtained  by  our 
bringing  on  a  return  of  it.  This,  as  we 
obferved  in  the  laft  fection,  fhould  rather 
be  done  by  the  life  of  warm  emollient  in- 
jections, than  by  fuch  as  ftimulate  and  give 
pain.  Thefe,  I  know,  are  advifed  for  this 
purpofe,  but  as  I  have  known  them  evi- 
dently do  much  harm,  even  when  mana- 
ged in  the  mofl  cautious  manner,  and  as 
we  find,  indeed,  that  the  difeafe  is  often  at 
lirft  induced  by  this  very  practice,  I  do 
not  hefitate  to  fay  that  it  otight  very  uni- 
•  crfallv  to  be  laid  afide.    For  a  fimilar 
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reafon  bougies  ought  never  to  be  employ- 
ed here. 

Emollient  injections  prove  ufeful  not 
merely  by  foliciting  a  more  plentiful  dif- 
charge  from  the  urethra,  but  by  foothing 
the  irritability  in  the  parts  affected,  and 
thus-,  leflening  the  pain;  and  where  opiates 
are  conjoined  with  them  they  act  flill 
more  powerfully  in  this  manner.  An  in- 
fuiion  of  the  heads  of  poppies  and  althea 
root,  ufed  warm,  anfwers  particularly  well 
for  this  purpofe.  Warm  poultices,  ap- 
plied externally  over  the  fundament  and 
perineum,  alfo  prove  ufeful.  Some  ad- 
vantage too  is  derived  from  warm  fomen- 
tations ;  and  I  have  known  the  warm  bath 
afford  much  relief. 

All  thefe  remedies,  however,  act  as  pal- 
liatives only  ;  but  by  their  ufe  the  prefent 
diitrefs  may  be  much  mitigated,  while  na- 
ture, in  the  courfe  of  time,  aided  by  cau- 
tious management  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient, may  at  lad  accomplifh  a  cure.  At 
leaft,  this,  in  the  courfe  of  my  obfervation, 
has  happened  in  feveral  inftances  where 
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the  fwelling  of  this  gland  has  not  arrived 
at  any  great  height ;  but  it  has  been  more 
frequently  the  confequence  of  rigid  atten- 
tion to  regimen  than  the  effect  of  medi- 
cines. We  conftantly  find,  in  this  com- 
plaint, that  whatever  excites  much  heat  of 
body  does  harm  ;  whether  bodily  exercife, 
or  heating  food  and  drink  :  hence  every 
thing  of  this  kind  mould  be  avoided,  par- 
ticularly much  walking  and  riding  on 
horfeback  ;  and  full  meals  of  animal  food, 
efpecially  when  wine  or  other  ftrong 
drinks  are  like  wife  indulged  in.  The 
diet  mould  confift  of  milk  and  vegetables, 
with  no  greater  proportion  of  animal  food 
than  is  neceffary  to  fupport  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient. 

Such  drinks  mould  be  chiefly  ufed  as 
tend  to  blunt  the  acrimony  of  the  urine, 
and  to  fheath  the  parts  which  it  paffes 
over  ;  fuch  as  infufion  of  lintfeed  and  al- 
thea,  emuliions  of  almonds,  and  water  in 
which  gum  arabic  is  diffolved. 

I  have  infmuated  that  I. have  little  con- 
fidence in  the  activity  of  any  medicine  for 
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removing  fwellings  in  the  proftate  gland, 
when  it  has  imfortunately  acquired  a  con- 
fiderable  bulk.  A  deference  to  the  opi- 
nion of  others  requires  that  I  mould  ftate 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  opinion  is 
formed ;  this  I  mall  do  in  noticing  fhortly 
the  medicines  which  have  been  employed 
with  the  view  of  obviating  this  complaint. 

When  other  remedies  fail,  and  in  fome 
cafes  even  before  they  are  fairly  tried,  mer- 
cury is,  in  ordinary  practice, recommended; 
but  I  have  much  reafon  to  think  that  it 
very  commonly,  if  not  always,  does  harm. 

Even  in  early  practice  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  feeing  this  complaint,  and 
being  led  by  converfation  with  others  to 
expect  fubftantial  relief  from  mercury,  I 
ufed  it  freely  for  feveral  years  :  I  mull  ac- 
knowledge, however,  that  I  never  per- 
ceived any  advantage  arife  from  it,  while^ 
in  fome  cafes,  evident  mifchief  was  the  ef- 
fect of  the  practice. 

Mercury  never  had  any  obvious  effect 
in  diminilhing  the  tumour,  and  by  en- 
creafmg  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem, 
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even  when  given  in  fmall  quantities,  and 
in  the  mod  cautious  manner,  it  ufually 
rendered  the  parts  affected  more  painful 
than  they  were  before.  On  thefe  accounts 
mercury  appears  to  be  not  only  an  ufelefs 
but  a  dangerous  remedy,  fo  that  I  have 
now,  in  fwellings  of  this  gland,  laid  it  en- 
tirely afide. 

Cicuta  has  alfo  been  much  recommend- 
ed in  fwellings  of  this  gland  ;  but  although 
I  have  given  it  very  full  and  complete 
trials,  I  am  not  lure  that  in  any  infbance 
it  ever  proved  ufeful.  The  difeafe,  in 
fome,  has  appeared  to  yield  while  cicuta 
was  employed,  but  this  was  only  where  a 
great  length  of  time  had  elapfed,  and  not 
in  a  greater  proportion  of  cafes  than  where 
this  remedy  was  never  ufed.  But  as  it 
may  be  employed  under  proper  manage- 
ment without  any  rifle  to  the  patient, 
where  other  remedies  do  not  fucceed,  and 
where  it  is  neceffary  to  be  doing  fome- 
thing,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  it  a  farther 
trial  before  any  final  opinion  is  formed 
of  it. 

Having 
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Having,  in  tumours  of  other  parts, 
obferved  obvious  advantages  from  a  de- 
coction of  die  root  of  mezereon,  I  have,  in 
various  inftances,  ufed  it  in  fwellings  of 
the  proftate  gland.  In  fome  it  has  ap- 
peared to  prove  ufeful,  but  never  fo  evi- 
dently as  to  enable  me  to  fpeak  with  cer- 
tainty about  it.  When  conjoined  with 
farfaparilla  %  it  feems,  in  other  cafes,  to  be 
rendered  ftill  more  active,  and  the  muci- 
lage contained  in  that  root,  by  blunting 
the  acrimony  of  the  mezereon,  renders 
it  both  more  agreeable  to  the  palate  and 
more  grateful  to  the  ftomach. 

Among  other  remedies  employed  in 
fwellings  of  the  proftate  gland  fea  bathing 
and  drinking  fea  water  has  been  one  of 
the  moft  frequent.  Where  this  difeafe  is 
connecl  jd  with  a  fcrophulous  conftitution 
this  remedy  certainly  proves  ufeful.  It 
will  never  remove  the  tumour  fpeedily  ; 
but,  by  ftrengthening  the  conftitution,  it 
feems,  in  fuch  circumftances,  to  render 
the  fvvelling  lefs  permanent  than  it  ufually 


*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  45. 
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proves  to  be  where  this  remedy  is  not  em- 
ployed. It  ought,  however,  to  be  re- 
marked, that  all  ftrong  purgatiyes  do 
much  harm.  This  happens  in  every  ftage 
of  Gonorrhoea,  but  efpecially  where  the 
proftate  gland  or  bladder  are  affected.  By 
the  irritation  which  they  excite  they  not 
only  induce  a  more  copious  difcharge, 
but  render  the  inclination  to  void  urine 
much  more  frequent  and  more  painful. 
When  fait  water  is  ufed,  therefore,  it 
ought  not  to  be  in  greater  quantities  than 
will  anfwer  as  very  gentle  laxatives. 

Swelling  of  the  proftate  gland  does  not 
terminate  as  tumours  in  the  other  glands 
of  the  urethra  frequently  do,  in  fuppura- 
tion.  When  Cowper's  glands,  or  any 
pf  the  fmaller  glands  of  the  urethra  be- 
come inflamed,  they  either  fuppurate  or 
a  cure  is  obtained  by  difcumon  :  but,  in 
fimilar  affections  of  the  proftate  this  very 
feldom  happens.  When  the  tumour  does 
not  yield  to  timeons  blood-letting,  or  when 
it  does-  not  afterwards  gradually  fubfide,  it 
either  remains  nearly  of  the  fame  fize  and 
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hardnefs,  or  becomes  both  larger  and 
firmer  till  it  ends  in  a  real  fchirrus,  of 
considerable  magnitude. 

In  this  (late  of  the  difeafe  the  difcharge 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  thin  and  acrid  ;  to- 
gether with  matter  from  the  contiguous 
parts  of  the  urethra,  which  are  ufually 
more  or  lefs  difeafed,  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity is  thrown  out  of  the  gland  itfelf, 
forming,  as  we  will  afterwards  fee,  one  of 
the  moft  obftinate  varieties  of  gleet. 

Even  in  the  commencement  of  this 
affection  of  the  proftate,  the  pafTage  of 
urine,  as  we  have  already  remarked,  is 
often  much  obftrucled  ;  but,  in  the  more 
advanced  ftages  of  it,  this,  in  fome  cafes, 
comes  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  be  unfur- 
mountable.  Whether  from  the  pafTage 
being  completely  obliterated  by  the  fides 
of  the  fwelled  gland  adhering  together, 
which  is  alledged  to  happen,  but  which  I 
never  faw,  or  from  the  paffage  being  con- 
tracted by  the  fides  of  the  eland  fwellinp- 
unequally,  it  fomctimes  happens  that 
neither  a  bougie  nor  catheter'  can  be  in- 
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troduced.  In  this  cafe,  as  a  total  obftruc- 
tion  is  formed  to  the  paffage  of  urine,  we 
are  obliged  to  draw  it  off  by  punctur- 
ing the  bladder,  which  may  either  be 
done  above  the  pubes,  or  by  pafhng  the 
trocar  into  the  bladder  from  the  rectum, 
or  puiliing  it  up  by  the  fide  of  the  dif- 
eafed  gland  %  It  mufl  be  remarked, 
however,  in  forming  an  opening  with  a 
trocar  for  drawing  the  urine  off  from  the 
bladder,  that  a  very  enlarged  flate  of  this 
gland  precludes  every  attempt  for  this 
purpofe  either  in  the  perineum  or  rectum. 
In  which  cafe  it  muft  neceifarily  be  done 
above  the  pubes. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  all  that  art  can 
do,  is  to  preferye  a  paffage  for  the  urine, 
by  retaining  a  canula  in  the  opening,  and 
keeping  the  patient  as  free  from  pain  as 
poiTible  with  dofes  of  opium  adequate  to 
the  diftrefs  in  which  he  happens  to  be. 

*  Vide  Syflcm  of .  Surgery,  chapter  xiil. 
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SECTION  VII. 

Of  the  Fourth  Stage  of  Gonorrhoea. 

TT  fometimes  happens  that  the  inflam- 
A  matory  fymptoms  pafs  eafily  over  the 
anterior  part  of  the  urethra,  and  {hew  them- 
felves  in  more  force  and  violence  higher  in 
the  paflage.  Thus,  although  the  third  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  in  which,  as  we  have  feen, 
the  proftate  gland  is  chiefly  affected,  is 
fometimes  produced  by  the  inflammation 
fpreading  from  thofe  parts  which  are  only 
concerned  when  the  fecond  ftage  of  it 
takes  place,  yet  inftances  often  occur  of  the 
inflammation  pamng  from  the  point  of  the 
urethra  along  the  whole  courfe  of  the  paf- 
fage,  without  any  intermediate  part  of  it 
being  much  articled,  and  fixing,  in  the  moft 
violent  manner,  upon  the  proftate  gland  or 
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bladder.  In  fome  cafes  the  proftate  is  af- 
fected while  the  bladder  itfelf  remains 
found,  while  in  others  it  paffes  eafily  over 
that  gland,  and  feizes  with  much  violence 
upon  every  part  of  the  bladder. 

In  fome  cafes  the  bladder  becomes  af- 
fected almofh  on  the  firft  attack  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  The  inflammation  fpreads  fo  quickly 
along  the  urethra  that  the  bladder  is  pain- 
ed in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  from  the 
commencement  of  the  difcharge.  It  more 
frequently  occurs,  however,  after  the  run- 
ning has  been  of  fome  duration,  and,  for 
the  molt  part,  can  be  traced  as  the  con- 
fequence  of  much  expofure  to  cold  and 
dampnefs  ;  of  violent  exertion  in  walking 
or  on  horseback,  or,  as  the  effect  of  an  in- 
jection thrown  with  too  much  violence 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra. 

The  patient,  from  the  nrft  approach  of 
the  difeafe,  complains  of  much  uneahnefs, 
which  at  laft  terminates  in  fevere  pain 
over  all  the  region  of  the  bladder,  parti- 
cularly about  the  neck  of  it .;  accompanied 
with  a  frequent  and  painful  dehre  to  make 
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water,  and  often  with  tenefmus.  In  fome 
cafes  the  pain  is  chiefly  feated  about  the 
anus,  but,  in  general,  all  the  under  parts 
of  the  abdomen,  particularly  about  the 
region  of  the  pubes,  are  greatly  pained, 
and,  in  fome  inftances,  even  the  kidneys 
become  affected,  either  from  nervous  fym- 
pathy,  or  from  the  inflammation  fpread- 
ing  from  the  bladder  along  the  ureters. 

In  general  the  pain,  efpecially  after 
voiding  urine,  extends  to  the  glans  penis, 
and  as  this,  with  the  ftoppage  which  oc- 
curs to  the  flow  of  urine,  are  fymptoms 
which  always  accompany  ftone,  cafes  of 
this  kind,  wnen  the  hiflory  of  the  difeafe 
has  been  concealed,  has  been  miftaken  for 
Itone  in  the  bladder. 

If  the  running  from  the  urethra  has 
not  been  flopped  by  injections,  it  continues 
as  if  no  affection  of  the  bladder  had  oc- 
curred ;  and  in  general  any  interruption 
that  takes  place  to  the  difcharge  proves 
only  temporary ;  but  along  with  the 
ufual  running  from  the  urethra,  fuch  as 
f  akes  place  in  one  or  other  of  the  different 

ftages 
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ftages  which  we  have  defcribed,  a  con- 
flderable  quantity  of  matter  paffes  off  with 
the  urine.  This  gives  the  urine  a  turbid 
appearance,  as  if  purulent  matter  was 
mixed  with  it,  but  on  examining  the 
depofition,  which  is  ufually  made  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  hours,  it  is  found  to  confifl 
almofl  entirely  of  mucus. 

On  a  further  continuance  of  the  difeafe 
this  matter  contained  in  the  urine  affumes 
a  very  different  appearance.  Inftead  of 
being  broken  and  divided  into  flakes,  as 
at  firfl,  it  now  becomes  tough  and  vifcid, 
in  a  very  remarkable  degree,  refembling 
ifinglafs  diluted  with  water  to  the  con- 
fiftence  of  jelly.  This  gelatenous  matter 
is  fufpended  in  the  urine  when  firfl  voided, 
but  it  foon  feparates,  and  falls  to  the  bot- 
tom, where  it  adheres  fo  firmly  to  the 
iides  of  the  veffel  in  which  it  is  received, 
as  to  be  feparated  from  it  with  difficulty. 
In  fome  cafes  this  fubflance  is.  clear  and 
tranfparent,  but,  for  the  moft  part,  it  is 
tinged  of  a  yellow  hue,  and  fomewhat 
opr<ke. 

When 
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When  any  considerable  quantity  of  this 
matter  has  paffed  off  the  patient  is  com- 
monly relieved,  and  continues  eafy  for 
a  longer  or  fhorter  period,  according  to 
the  degree  of  inflammation  that  takes 
place. 

In  fome  cafes  the  quantity  of  this  viC- 
cid  matter  is  very  inconfiderable,  being  no 
more  than  .what  nightly  covers,  the  bot- 
tom of  the  pot,  while  in  others  it  feems  to 
form  more  than  half  of  all  that  comes 
from  the  bladder.  When  in  fuch  con- 
iiderable  quantities,  it  tends  greatly  to  re- 
duce the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  infomuch 
that  few  conflitutions  are  able  to  bear  it 
long. 

From  the  nature  of  the  parts  in  which 
this  difeafe  is  feated,  we  would  expect  that 
it  mould  be  the  moft  formidable  com- 
plaint that  Gonorrhoea  could  induce  ;  but 
this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe :  the  difeafe 
defcribed  in  the  laft  fection,  viz.  fwelling  of 
the  proftate  gland,  proves  always  more  fo. 
Few  recover  from  the  one,  while  cures  are 
obtained  by  a  great  proportion  of  all  who 

are 
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are  feized  with  the  other.  At  Icaft  in 
healthy  conftitutions  this  commonly  hap- 
pens, if  the  difeafe  has  not  been  much  neg- 
lected at  firft.  In  general,  indeed,  a 
confiderable  time  panes  over  before  a 
perfect  cure  is  obtained ;  nay,  fome  de- 
gree of  uneannefs,  and  certain  deranged 
fenfations,  will  often  continue  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  after  the  fir  ft  violence  of 
the  fymptoms  is  over,  they  generally  be- 
come, in  a  gradual  manner  milder,  till  at 
laft  they  vaniih  entirely. 

On  the  firft  approach  of  the  difeafe 
blood-letting  is  the  only  remedy  upon 
which  rnoft  dependence  ought  to  be  placed, 
and,  when  freely  practifed,  it  feldom  fails 
to  render  the  fymptoms  moderate,  and  of 
fhortef  duration  than  they  otherwife  pro- 
bably would  be. 

A  quantity  of  blood  fhoiild  be  taken 
with  the  lancet  in  proportion  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  a  number  of 
leeches  fliould  be  repeatedly  applied  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  anus.  With  refpect 
to  diet,  and  other  circumftances,  the  pa- 
tient 
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tient  ought  to  be  treated  in  the  manner 
we  have  advifed  in  the  laft  lection.  His 
bowels  mould  be  kept  moderately  open 
with  caftor  oil,  or  other  gentle  laxatives, 
and  opiates  mould  be  exhibited  in  fum- 
cient  dofes  for  lefTening,  or  even  for  re- 
moving the  pain.  When  treating  of  fwel- 
ling  of  the  proftate  gland  we  advifed  opi- 
ates to  be  given  in  the  form  of  clyfters, 
rather  than  by  the  mouth,  and  this  mode 
of  exhibiting  the  remedy  proves  equally 
ufeful  here. 

With  a  view  more  certainly  to  allay  the 
irritability  of  the  bladder,  it  has  been  pro- 
pofed  to  inject  opium  dnfolved  in  water 
into  it :  but  this  appears  to  be  a  danger- 
ous experiment.  I  have  known  it  done, 
but  the  patient  was  nearly  killed  by  it. 
Convulnons  and  other  alarming  fymptoms 
occured,  but  not  in  fuch  degree  as  to  prove 
fatal. 

Warm  emollient  injections,  fuch  as  warm 
oil,  or  the  form  of  injection  in  the  Appen- 
dix, No.  2  3, frequently  give  relief  from  pain, 
and  give  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  that 

con- 
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confiant  defire  to  '  pafs  water  which  often 
prevails  here  ;  and  ih  fome  cafes  the  femi- 
cupium  proves  fuccefsful  when  thefe  have 
failed. 

A  plentiful  life  of  mucilagenous  drink, 
fuch  as  infufioii  of  lintfeed  and  althea 
root,  and  a  folution  of  gum  arabic  in  water, 
afford  relief  in  all  affections  of  the  urinary 
paffages,  but  in  none  more  than  in  the 
one  of  which  we  are  now  treating. 

All  thefe  remedies  are  meant  to  alleviate 
pain  and  irritation  in  the  commencement 
of  the  difeafe,  and  when  timeoufly  applied, 
and  duly  perfifted  in,  they  very  commonly 
prove  effectual ;  but  in  the  more  advan- 
ced llages  of  the  difeafe,  when  the  pain  is 
not  fo  fevere,  but  when  a  good  deal  of  un- 
eafinefs  continues,  accompanied  with  a 
difcharge  of  that  vifcid  matter  which  we 
have  defcribed,  remedies  of  this  kind  do 
not  afford  fo  much  relief.  Opiates  will  no 
doubt  tend  at  all  times  to  allay  irritation, 
but  blood-letting,  which  at  firfl  never  fails 
to  give  relief,  tends  now  only  to  weaken 

the 
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the  patient,  without  being  productive  of 
any  advantage. 

In  this  fituation  Jefuit's  bark  fometimes 
proves  ufeful ;  and  I  have  feen  inftances 
where  a  few  grains  of  allum  added  to  each 
dofe,  feemed  to  render  it  more  effectual. 
Balfam  of  copaiba,  and  Canada  balfam, 
prove  likewife  ufeful  here :  but  where 
much  benefit  is  expected  from  them  they 
mould  be  given  in  as  large  dofes  as  the 
ftomach  of  the  patient  will  permit. 

Of  all  the  remedies,  however,  which  in 
fuch  circumftances  I  have  ever  tried,  uva 
urfi  is  the  moft  effectual.  No  advantage 
is  derived  from  it  where  the  proftate  gland 
is  difeafed ;  but  in  unmixed  affections  of 
this  kind,  where  the  bladder  only  is  af- 
fected, it  feldom  fails  to  procure  relief.  It 
may  be  given  to  the  extent  of  a  fcruple  at 
firft,  and  afterwards  half  a  drachm  of  thd 
powder  three  times  a  day,  in  which  quan- 
tity it  feldom  fails,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
days,  to  leffen  the  proportion  of  vifcid  mat- 
ter in  the  urine  ;  by  which,  and  the  abate- 

Vol.  I.  L  ment 


1 46  Of  the  Fourth  Stage        Ch.  II. 

ment  of  pain  which  at  the  fame  time  takes 
place,  we  are  always  certain  that  the  in- 
flammation alfo  is  diminilhed. 

On  the  idea  that  this  affection  of  the 
bladder  proceeds  from  a  tranflation  of  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  from  the  urethra, 
mercury  is  commonly  11  fed  in  it ;  but  al- 
though I  have  often  given  it,  I  never  knew 
any  advantage  derived  from  it ;  it  fome- 
times  even  does  harm.  It  increafes  the 
irritability  of  the  fyftem  in  general,  as 
well  as  of  the  parts  more  particularly 
affected. 

When  affections  of  this  kind  have  con- 
tinued long,  the  bladder  is  apt  to  become 
much  thickened  and  leffened  in  diameter  : 
hence,  even  after  all  the  other  fymptoms 
are  gone,  the  frequent  inclination  to  pafs 
urine  continues.  In  fome  cafes  this  goes 
on  for  years ;  nay,  I  have  known  it  en- 
dure for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  only 
terminate  with  the  life  of  the  patient.  It 
feems  evidently  to  be  the  effect  of  inflam- 
mation, for  it  fucceeds  to  inflammation  of 
the  bladder,  by  whatever  caufc  it  may  be 

in- 
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induced.  It  alfo  occurs  from  ftridlures  in 
die  urethra,  when  they  happen  to  be  con- 
liderable  and  of  long  duration. 

For  the  removal  of  this  thickened  flate 
of  the  coats  of  the  bladder  mercury  is  of- 
ten prefcribed,  and  in  fome  cafes  it  has 
certainly  proved  ufeful ;  but  it  feems  to 
prove  equally  fo  from  whatever  caufe  the 
difeafe  may  at  fir  ft  have  arifen*. 

*  This  pra&ice  of  giving  mercury  in  the  thickened  flate 
of  the  urinary  bladder,  which  fucceeds  to  inflammation, 
we  find  recommended  by  the  late  Doctor  Ebenezer  Gil- 
chrift  of  Dumfries,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much  va- 
luable information  in  different  parts  of  the  practice  of  me- 
dicine. 
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SECTION  VIIL 

Of  Chordee. 

Hordee  is  a  painful,  involuntary  erec- 
tion  of  the  penis.  Patients  in  every 
ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  are,  in  fome  degree, 
liable  to  Chordee  ;  but  it  occurs  much 
more  frequently,  and  to  a  much  greater 
height,  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
than  in  any  of  the  others.  It  happens  at 
all  times  of  the  day,  but  mod  frequently 
when  the  patient  is  warm  in  bed,  when  it 
is  in  fome  inflances  fo  fevere  as  to  deprive 
him  entirely  of  reft.  During  a  fit  of 
Chordee  the  penis  becomes  hard  and  pain- 
ful to  the  touch,  and  for  the  mod  part  it 
is  curved  downwards  in  a  confiderable 
degree. 

Chordee  occurs  in  every  period  of  this 
ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  it  fometimes  re- 
mains 
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mains  after  the  heat  of  urine  and  all  the 
other  fymptoms  are  gqne,  but  it  is  ufually 
moil  fevere  during  the  continuance  of  the 
inflammation,  and  becomes  more  or  lefs 
fo  according  as  that  fymptom  is  in  a  great- 
er or  leffer  degree. 

I  therefore  conclude  that  Chordee  is  an 
effect  of  inflammation,  and  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  irritation,  communicated  from 
the  nerves  of  the  urethra  to  thofe  of  the 
contiguous  mufcles,  by  which  thofe  un- 
equal degrees  of  contraction  are  produced 
over  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  penis, 
which  univerfally  take  place  in  this  dif- 
eafe. 

Were  it  owing  to  effufions  of  lymph 
into  the  reticular  parts  of  the  penis,  as  fome 
have  imagined  to  be  frequently  the  cafe"*", 
Chordee  would  be  of  a  more  permanent 
nature  than  we  ever  find  it  to  be,  and 
thefe  effufions  would  be  apt  to  terminate 
in  fuppuration.  Now,  although  fuppura* 
tion  is  fometimes  the  confequence  ofin- 

*  V.  John  Hunter  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

.  L  3  flam- 
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flammatory  tumours  in  thefe  parts,  I  have 
never  obferved  that  it  happens  in  thofe 
tumefactions  which  accompany  Chordee. 
The  latter  commonly  rife  and  difappear 
again  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours,  and 
they  are  more  dififufed  than  tumours 
ufually  are  which  proceed  to  fuppuration. 
The  others  rife  more  flowly,  and  they  ter- 
minate, whether  by  difperlion  or  fuppura- 
tion, in  a  much  more  gradual  manner. 

Of  all  the  remedies  I  have  ever  employ- 
ed opiates  prove  rnofl  ufeful  in  Chor- 
dee. The  pain  and  tenlion  are  fometimes 
removed  by  rubbing  the  parts  affected 
with  laudanum,  or  with  a  ftrong  folution 
of  opium  in  water,  and  by  keeping  pled- 
gits  immerfed  in  either  of  thefe,  conftantly 
applied  to  them ;  but  the  greateft  advan- 
tage is  obtained  from  the  internal  exhibi-  , 
tion  of  opium.  Thirty  or  forty  drops  of 
laudanum,  given  at  bed-time,  or  on  the 
acceffion  of  the  Chordee,  very  feldom  fails 
in  preventing  or  removing  it. 

Emollient  injections  thrown  up  the  ure- 
thra, particularly  when  impregnated  with 

opium, 
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opium,  have  alfo  a  powerful  influence  in 
leflening  the  violence  of  Chordee  ;  and  as 
the  heat  and  irritation  produced  by  cof- 
tivenefs  tends  greatly  to  augment  the  vio- 
lence of  this  fymptom,  I  have  known 
much  advantage  obtained  from  the  ope- 
ration of  a  gentle  laxa  ive. 

A  temporary  relief  is  often  derived  from 
the  application  of  a  cold  folution  of  fac- 
charum  faturni,  and  I  have  known  the 
external  application  of  camphor  prove  fer- 
viceable  :  when  diifolved  in  fpirit  of  wine 
it  proves  ufeful,  but  it  acts  with  more  ad- 
vantage when  diffolved  in  oil.  Frictions 
with  mercurial  ointment  have  been  much 
recommended  for  the  removal  of  Chordee, 
but  as  I  have  commonly  found  more  ad- 
vantage from  rubbing  with  camphorated 
oil,  I  conclude  that  it  is  chiefly  the  emolli- 
ent properties  of  the  mercurial  ointment 
which  render  it  ufeful,  and,  therefore,  that 
the  inconveniencies  which  fometimes  oc- 
cur from  mercury,  may  here  be  avoided. 

In  fome  cafes  we  derive  advantage  from 
tying  the  penis  down  with  a  fillet  to  the 

L  4  thigh, 


152  Of  Chordee.  Ch.  II. 

thigh,  but  it  only  anfwers  in  very  flight 
affections,  and  the  practice  ought  never 
to  be  advifed  in  the  more  fevere  attacks  of 
the  difeafe.  Being  an  obvious  remedy  for 
counteracting  an  erection,  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  employed  in  the  firft  inftance  by 
the  patient ;  but  I  have  frequently  known 
it  do  harm,  either  from  the  fillet  being 
applied  too  tight,  or  from  the  parts  being 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  tendernefs  as  to  render  it 
altogether  inadmiffible. 

When  none  of  thefe  remedies  fucceed, 
blood-letting   fometimes  proves  ufeful ; 
particularly  by  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  parts  affected,  nor  ought  this  ever 
to  be  omitted  when  the  patient  is  of  a  ple- 
thoric habit,  or  when  the  pulfe  is  full. 
When  Chordee  takes  place  in  a  flight  de- 
gree only,  blood-letting  is  never  neceffary ; 
but  whenever  it  is  fevere,  and  refills  the 
other  remedies  we  have  mentioned,  we 
ought  never  to  hefitate  in  advifing  it. 
Blood-letting  proves  more  effectual  than 
any  other  remedy  in  preventing  that  per- 
manent kind  of  Chordee,  which  fome- 
times 
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times  continues  very  diftrefsful  long  after 
every  other  fymptom  of  Gonorrhoea  has 
difappeared. 

Opium  is  one  of  our  moft  effectual  re- 
medies in  every  ftage  of  this  fymptom,  but 
particularly  where  it  has  been  of  long  con- 
tinuance. In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  I  have 
fometimes  found,  where  opium  has  failed, 
that  hen-bane,  the  hyocyamus  niger  of 
Linnseus,  has  proved  ufeful.  A  grain  of 
the  extract,  properly  prepared,  may  be  gi- 
ven three  times  a  day  at  firft,  and  the  dofe 
encreafed  to  two,  three,  or  more  grains, 
according  to  its  effects.  I  have  given  to 
the  extent  of  feven  and  eight  grains  three 
times  a  day,  with  no  inconvenience  what- 
ever ;  but  this  was  after  the  patient  had 
been  for  fome  weeks  accuftomed  to  the 
remedy. 


SECT- 
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SECTION  IX. 
Of  Hemorrhages  from  the  Urethra, 

|"N  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe,  we 
have  feen  that  the  matter  of  Gonor- 
rhoea is  frequently  tinged  with  blood. 
When  the  quantity  of  blood  is  inconfider- 
able  little  or  no  notice  is  taken  of  it,  the 
matter  gradually  acquires  the  common  ap- 
pearance, and  a  cure  is  accomplished  in 
the  ufual  way ;  but  when  a  blood  veflel 
"of  any  magnitude  burfhs  in  the  ureth  a,  as 
fometimes  happens  when  the  inflammation 
runs  high,  fuch  quantities  of  blood  are 
difcharged  as  prove  highly  alarming.  I 
have  known  different  inflances  of  three  or 
four  pounds  of  blood  being  difcharged  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  hours. 

On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  fymp- 
tom  complete  reft  mould  be'immediately 

recom- 
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recommended,  for  nothing  tends  more  to 
promote  haemorrhages  of  every  kind  than 
bodily  exertion.  The  patient's  bowels 
ought  to  be  opened  with  a  gentle  laxative  ; 
his  diet  mould  be  of  a  cooling  nature  ;  he 
ought  to  be  kept  in  a  cool,  well-aired 
apartment,  and  the  penis  fhould  be  im- 
merfed,  from  time  to  time,  in  a  cold  folu- 
tion  of  cerufla  acetata,  in  equal  parts  of 
vinegar  and  water. 

In  Haemorrhages  of  every  kind  I  have 
derived  much  advantage  from  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  kino,  and  particularly  in  the  fymp- 
tom  which  we  are  now  conhdering.  It 
jmay  be  given  in  the  quantity  of  twenty 
grains  four  times  a  day,  and  it  may  be 
ufed  either  by  itfelf  or  rubbed  with  equal 
parts  of  gum  arabic  and  fine  fugar,  which 
renders  it  both  more  palatable  and  more 
grateful  to  the  ilomach. 

In  fome  cafes.  I  have  derived  advantage 
from  aftringent  injections ;  particularly 
from  an  infufion  of  red  rofe  leaves,  ftrong- 
ly  impregnated  with  allum,  as  in  No.  21, 
and  from  No.  14*,  of  which  balfamum  co- 

*  Vide  Appendix. 
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paiba  forms  the  bans.  The  injections 
fhould  be  thrown  up  with  caution,  and  re- 
tained by  compreffing  the  urethra  as  long 
as  the  patient  can  bear  them. 

When  all  thefe  means  fail,  and  when 
there  is  caufe  to  fufpect  that  the  patient's 
life  may  be  endangered  by  the  lofs  of  too 
much  blood,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  pref- 
fure.  I  have,  in  different  inftances,  put 
an  immediate  flop  to  the  difcharge  by  in- 
ferring a  bougie  into  the  penis.  When 
the  bougie  is  large  nothing  farther  is  ne- 
ceffary  ;  but  when  it  does  not  prove  fuc- 
cefsful  of  itfelf,  if  the  difcharge  proceeds 
from  the  fore-part  of  the  penis,  it  may  be 
flopped  at  once  by  gentle  prefTure  with  a 
narrow  roller,  and  when  it  flows  from  the 
perineum,  by  continued  prefTure  with  the 
hand  or  fingers. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  a  long  continued 
prefTure,  a  catheter  of  elaflic  gum  may  be 
ufed  inflead  of  a  bougie,  by  which  the  pa- 
tient may,  with  due  care  and  attention, 
void  his  urine,  while  the  prefTure  is  con- 
tinued: but  if  the  bladder  is  emptied  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  before  the  bougie  is  introduced, 
it  may,  for  the  moil  part*  be  retained  ag 
long  as  is  neceffary. 

Having  in  this  and  the  preceding  fee- 
tions  considered  Gonorrhoea  in  the  differ- 
ent  forms  under  which  it  occurs  in  men* 
we  fhall  now  offer  a  few  obfervations  up- 
on the  fame  difeafe  as  it  appears  in  fe- 
males. 


SECTION  X. 

•    Of  Gotwrrh&a  in  Women. 

TDmen  are  lefs  fufceptible  of  this  dif- 
eafe than  men  j  and  with  them  it 
is  alfo  lefs  violent  in  its  fymptoms,  and 
lefs  alarming  in  its  confequences. 

Why  men  mould  be  more  readily  in- 
felted  than  women  is  difficult  to  explain  ; 
but  that  the  difeafe  mould  prove  more 
violent  in  the  former  is  evident.  The 

parts 
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parts  which  it  attacks  are  more  numerous, 
and  more  deeply  feated  ;  and  we  find  that 
all  the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  are  mild 
or  fevere  according  as  the  parts  affected 
are  deeply  feated,  or  otherwife.  Hence, 
as,  long  as  the  extremity  of  the  urethra 
only  is  affected,  the  fymptoms  of  Gonor- 
rhoea are  equally  violent  in  both  fexes. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  in  men,  the  pain  is  never 
more  fevere  than  we  often  meet  with  it  in 
women,  nor  does  it  ever  become  fo  till  the 
inflammation  proceeds  to  a  greater  depth. 

In  women  the  difcharge  proceeds  either 
from  the  vagina  or  urethra,  and  in  fome 
cafes,  partly  from  both.  When  the  vagina 
only  is  affected  the  pain  attending  it  is 
inconfiderable,  unlefs  the  matter  is  fo 
acrid  as  to  inflame  the  clitoris,  nymphre, 
or  labia  pudendi,  as  we  fometimes  find  is 
the  cafe  ;  but  whenever  the  urethra  is  the 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  the  fame  degree  of  ar- 
dor urinsc  takes  place  as  ufually  occurs  in 
men.  Nay,  in  women  this  fymptom  is 
often  more  fevere,  and  the  inflammation 

by 
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by  which  it  is  produced  proceeds  more 
readily  and  more  frequently  in  them  to 
the  bladder  than  it  ufually  does  in  men ; 
for,  in  moft  inftances  of  Gonorrhoea  in 
women,  they  complain  of  fevere  pain  over 
the  loins,  and  all  the  region  of  the  bladder, 
and  their  urine  very  commonly  depofits 
mucus  infuch  quantities  as  indicates  a  con- 
fiderable  affection  of  that  vifcus. 

This  muft  happen  from  the  pafTage  to 
the  bladder  being  conhderably  fhorter  in 
them  than  in  men  ;  and  the  urethra  being 
wider  and  not  fo  liable  to  be  obftructed, 
the  fymptoms  arihng  from  affections  of 
this  part  are  neither  fo  fevere,  nor  are  they 
ufually  of  fuch  long  continuance. 

On  examining  the  feat  of  Gonorrh 
in  women,  it  is  often  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  difeafe  exifts  or  not, 
and  if  the  patient  is  inclined  to  conceal 
any  circumflances  connected  with  her 
fituation,  it  is  altogether  impoflible  to  af- 
certain  this  point  with  precifion.  This 
uncertainty  occurs  from  the  fimilarity  of 
Gonorrhoea  to  the  matter  of  fluor  albus,  a 

difeafe- 
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difeafe  to  which  women  are  fo  very  liable, 
that,  in  fome  degree,  fcarcely  any  but  the 
molt  robufl  are  at  all  times  free  of  it.  Be- 
lides  a  fimilarity  in  the  matter,  the  heat 
of  urine,  and  inflammation  of  the  conti- 
guous parts,  are  often  equally  fevere  in  the 
fluor  albus  as  they  commonly  are  in  Go- 
norrhoea. 

The  chief  diftinction  which  external  ap- 
pearances afford  between  the  two  difeafes, 
is,  that  in  fluor  albus  the  matter  is  of  a 
whiter  colour  than  in  Gonorrhoea.  In 
the  latter  it  is  fomewhat  of  a  cream  colour, 
whereas  in  fluor  albus  it  is  ufually  of  a 
pale  white  colour,  and  of  a  thinner  confid- 
ence. It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged, 
that  thefe  means  of  diftinclion  are  by  no 
means  fufficient,and  that  no  certaintyupon 
this  point  can  be  obtained  but  by  a  full 
account  being  received  from  the  patient 
herfelf  of  all  the  circumftances  connected 
with  the  cafe.  When  a  woman  is  feized 
with  heat  of  urine,  and  a  difcharge  of 
matter  from  the  parts  of  generation,  and 
at  the  fame  time  admits  that  thefe  fymp- 

toms 


Secfl.  X.  in  Women.  l6t 

toms  fucceeded  to  her  connexion  with  a 
man  labouring  under  Gonorrhoea,  no 
doubt  will  remain  of  the  nature  of  the  di£. 
eafe :  but  when  a  patient  inclines  to  con- 
ceal the  real  caufe  of  her  diforder,  no 
means  with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted 
are  fufficient  to  afcertain  the  difference  be- 
tween thefe  two  difeafes. 

It  fortunately  however,  happens^  that 
the  remedy  which  anfwers  with  moll  cer- 
tainty in  the  one,  proves  equally  power- 
ful in  the  other  :  the  remedy  I  allude  to  is 
an  aftringent  injection.  All  the  variety  of 
injections  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  fec- 
tions  maybe  ufed  with  equal  propriety  here : 
but  it  is  chiefly  the  vitriolic  folution,No.  1 8j 
upon  which  much  dependence  mould  be 
placed.  When  duly  perfevered  in,  and 
thrown  up  five  or  fix  times  a  day,  it  fel- 
dom  fails,  in  women,  to  accomplifh  a  cure 
of  Gonorrhoea,  and  it  proves  equally  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  I  have  obferved  above,  in  re- 
moving the  fluor  albus. 

Where,  indeed,  the  conftitution  is  much 
debilitated,  and  where  the  difcharge  is 

Vol.  h  M  kept 
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kept  up  by  general  relaxation  of  the  con- 
flitution,  although  injections  may  remove 
the  running,  they  will  not  prevent  a  re- 
turn of  it ;  but  from  much  experience  of 
their  influence  I  can  recommend  them  as 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  remedies  that 
has  yet  been  ufed  for  this  very  diftrefsful 
fymptom,  to  which  a  great  proportion  of 
the  fex  are  liable. 

In  females  injections  may  be  ufed  with 
the  greateft  freedom,  when  the  difcharge 
proceeds  from  the  vagina;  but  in  throwing 
injections  up  the  urethra  more  circum- 
Ipection  is  necefTary  than  is  even  required 
in  men.  The  urethra  in  women  being 
fhort,  and  the  fphincler  of  the  bladder 
more  eafily  forced,  if  injections  are  thrown 
up  with  violence,  they  will  readily  pafs 
into  the  bladder ;  and  as  this  might  be 
productive  of  much  irritation  and  pain,  it 
ought  to  be  carefully  guarded  againft. 
With  proper  attention  this  is  eafily  done  ; 
and  as  the  running  proceeds,  for  the  moft 
part,  from  within  half  an  inch  of  the  ex- 
tremity 
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tremity  of  the  urethra,  there  is  no  necef* 
iity  for  throwing  injections  farther. 

Where  the  difeafe  is  entirely  confined 
to  the  urethra  or  vagina  a  cure  may  al- 
ways be  accomplished  by  injections ;  par- 
ticularly if  thefe  be  accompanied  with  a 
proper  attention  to  diet,  and  to  the  ftate 
of  the  bowels  :  but  where  the  bladder  is 
already  affected,  other  remedies  are  re- 
quired. The  patient  mufl  lofe  blood  in 
quantities  proportioned  to  her  ftrength ; 
the  diet  mould  be  very  low ;  her  bowels 
mould  be  kept  eafy  with  gentle  laxatives  5 
and  the  pain  and  irritation  mould  be  lef- 
fened  or  removed  with  dofes  of  opiates 
proportioned  to  the  violence  of  thefe  fymp-* 
toms. 

In  women  the  mucous  glands  of  the  parts 
affected  are  apt  to  inflame,  although  not  fo 
frequently  as  in  men,  nor  are  the  confe- 
quences  which  remit  from  them  fo  apt  to 
prove  permanent*  This  may  happen  from 
none  of  thefe  glands  being  fo  large  in  wo- 
men :  hence,  when  they  fwell  from  in* 
flammation,  they  do  not  arrive  at  fuch  a 
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bulk,  and  when  they  fuppurate,  the  ab- 
fcefTes  which  enfue  more  eafily  heal.  They 
are  chiefly  fituated  in  the  labia  pudendi, 
and  in  the  vagina. 

Swellings  of  this  kind  in  women  re- 
quire the  fame  method  of  treatment  as  in 
men.  Blood-letting,  both  general  and  lo- 
cal, mould  be  advifed  on  the  hrft  appear- 
ance of  the  tumours,  and  the  parts  affect- 
ed fhould  be  kept  covered  with  a  cold  fo- 
lution  of  faccharum  faturni  in  water  and 
vinegar.  When  this  fails  in  preventing 
their  increafe,  warm  emollient  cataplafms 
fhould  be  advifed,  in  order  to  forward 
fuppuration  ;  and  this  taking  place,  the  tu- 
mour fhould  be  laid  open  with  a  free  in- 
cifion  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

Where  tumours  of  this  kind  arrive  at  a 
larger  fize  than  ufual,  I  have,  in  different 
inflances,  both  in  men  and  women,  di£- 
charged  the  matter  by  the  introduction  of 
a  feton.  But  as  fetons  are  not  eafily  ma- 
naged in  this  htuation,  the  mode  of  open- 
ing them  by  incifion  fhould  be  preferred  ; 
and  it  will  commonly  be  found  that  it  an- 
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fwers  bed  to  lay  the  abfcefs  open  through 
its  whole  length. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  in  wo- 
men there  are  fome  who  uniformly  pre- 
fcribe  mercury,  although  they  never  ad- 
vife  it  in  men.  This  they  do  from  an 
idea  of  its  being  more  frequently  connect- 
ed with  Lues  Venerea  in  women  than  in 
men. 

I  have  not  found,  however,  that  this  is 
the  cafe,  or  that  there  is  caufe  for  mercury 
being  given  for  this  difeafe  in  women 
more  than  in  men.  Gonorrhoea  often  takes 
place  in  women  as  it  does  in  men,  along 
with  Lues  Venerea  :  in  fuch  circumftances 
mercury  muft  no  doubt  be  employed  ;  but 
by  no  means  on  account  of  the  Gonor- 
rhoea. So  far  as  my  obfervation  goes,  the 
difeafe  is  to  be  cured  in  both  fexes  in  the 
fame  manner,  chiefly,  as  I  have  already 
remarked,  by  the  ufe  of  aflringent  injec- 
tions. 

It  happens,  indeed,  in  women,  as  it  does 
in  men,  that  Gonorrhoea,  particularly  the 
milder  forms  of  the  difeafe,  will  difappear 
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whether  injections  are  ufed  or  not.  This, 
in  former  times,  was  attributed  to  the  pm> 
gative,  demulcent,  and  aftringent  medi- 
cines, which  in  all  cafes  were  ufed  in  large 
quantities ;  but  by  later  experience  we 
Jcnow  that  none  of  thefe  remedies  are  ne- 
eeffary,  and  that  the  difeafe  difappears  as 
foon,  and  with  as  much  certainty,  where 
none  of  them  are  employed,  merely  by 
keeping  the  parts  clean,  with  a  proper  at- 
tention to  regimen,  • 

In  fpeaking  of  cleanlinefs  it  is  proper  to 
remark,  that  both  in  men  and  women  it 
ought  at  all  times  to  be  inculcated,  parti-r 
cularly  in  women,  where  the  matter  of 
Gonorrhoea  is  very  apt  to  become  acrid, 
and  excoriate  the  parts  to  which  it  is  ap-r 
plied, 

Attention  to  this  circumftance  is  often 
advifed,  on  the  fuppofition  of  chancres 
being  likely  to  occur  from  the  matter  of 
Gonorrhoea,  where  it  is  allowed  to  reft 
long  upon  any  particular  fpot.  Whatever 
excites  attention  to  cleanlinefs  will  here 
prove  ufeful ;  but  no  practitioner  of  obfer* 

vation, 
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vation  will  now  admit  that  the  advantages 
arifing  from  it  proceed  from  this  caufe. 
Were  this  the  cafe,  excoriations  produced 
in  this  manner  would  not  heal  without 
the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  whereas  we  all  know, 
that  affections  of  this  kind,  proceeding 
from  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  never  re- 
quire mercury,  and  that  they  heal  eafily 
merely  by  bathing  the  parts  frequently, 
and  preventing  the  matter  from  refting 
upon  them  in  future, 
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J  Have  thus  finifhed  the  obfervations  \ 
had  to  offer  on  Gonorrhoea  as  it  ap- 
pears both  in  the  male  and  female  patient ; 
but  it  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place,  by 
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a  fhort  and  general  recapitulation,  to  bring 
the  fubject  into  one  point  of  view. 

i.  From  the  arguments  ftated  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  preceding  fections  it  ap- 
pears that  Gonorrhoea  is  a  local  difeafe, 
proceeding  from  a  fpecific  contagion,  and 
not  necefTarily  connected  with  any  other. 

1.  That  the  difcharge  of  matter  which 
takes  place  is  not  the  effect  of  ulceration, 
but  proceeds  from  an  inflamed  ftate  of 
the  urethra  and  contiguous  parts. 

3.  That  this  inflammation,  while  con- 
fined to  the  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
particularly  to  the  parts  near  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  penis,  is  never  productive  of 
any  alarming  fymptom :  a  difcharge  of 
matter,  accompanied  with  ardor  urinse, 
and  fome  flight  degree  of  Chordee,  being 
almoft  the  only  ones  that  take  place. 

4.  That  the  difeafe  is  always  formid- 
able in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  parts 
that  are  affected,  the  fymptoms  which  OC- 
CUr 
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cur  being  more  or  lefs  violent,  and  pro- 
ductive of  more  or  lefs  hazard,  according 
as  the  inflammation  has  reached  to  Cow*, 
per's  glands,  the  pfoftate  gland,  or  to  tne 
bladder. 

5.  That  in  the  cure  of  Gonorrhoea  no 
advantage  is  derived  from  mercury,  or 
any  remedy  acting  altogether  upon  the 
constitution.  The  difeafe  being  entirely 
local  no  medicine  proves  ufeful  but  fuch 
as  act  directly  upon  the  parts  affected. 

6.  That  where  the  membrane  of  the 
urethra  is  alone  affected,  no  remedy  proves 
fo  fuccefsful  as  aftringent  injections*. 

7.  That  thefe  injections,  in  order  to  act 
with  fafety  and  advantage,  muff  be  thrown 
up  with  much  caution,  and  repeated  from 
fix  to  eight  or  ten  times  a  day,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  difeafe  ;  lefs  fre- 
quently as  the  difcharge  leffens,  and  at 
laft,  in  a  gradual  manner,  laid  entirely 
afide. 


Vide  Numbers  18  and  19  in  the  Appendix. 
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8.  But  although  injections  of  this  de- 
fcription  may  be  ufed  with  fafety  in  all 
cafes  of  Gonorrh  ra  where  the  membrane 
of  the  urethra  only  is  affected,  that  they 
are  never  employed  but  with  much  rifle 
of  doing  harm  where  the  inflammation 
has  reached  to  Cowper's  glands,  to  the 
proflate  gland,  or  to  the  bladder. 

9.  That  the  greatefl  attention  is  there- 
fore required  in  diftinguifhing  between 
the  different  flages  of  Gonorrhoea;  the  want 
of  this  having,  with  fome  practitioners, 
brought  the  ufe  of  injections  into  difcre- 
dit,  when  the  fault  did  not  lye  in  the  re- 
medy, but  in  the  improper  application  of 
it. 

10.  That  in  all  flates  of  the  difeafe, 
where  the  inflammation  has  gone  farther 
than  the  membrane  of  the  urethra,  inflead 
of  wifhing  to  remove  the  difcharge,  we 
Ihould  rather  endeavour  to  folicit  a  greater 
flow  of  it ;  the  running,  in  fuch  circum- 
{tances,  being  oniy  a  lecondary  object, 

when. 
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when  compared  with  the  confequences 
which  are  apt  to  enfue  from  inflammation 
proceeding  to  a  great  height.  For  the  more 
certain  prevention  of  which,  blood-letting, 
both  general  and  local,  are  particularly 
ufeful  on  the  firft  approach  of  fuch  fymp- 
toms  as  indicate  an  affection,  either  of  the 
mucous  glands  of  the  urethra,  the  proftate 
gland,  or  bladder, 

11.  That  when,  notwithstanding  of 
blood-letting,  a  low  regimen,  and  other 
parts  of  an  antiphlogiftic  courfe,  tumours 
form  in  Cowper's  glands,  or  in  any  other 
parts  contiguous  to  the  urethra,  and  when 
fuppuration  occurs  in  them,  the  matter 
fhould  be  immediately  difcharged  by  an 
incifion  of  a  fufEcient  fize,  and  the  fore 
treated  in  the  ufual  way. 

12.  That  in  affections  of  the  proftate 
gland,  which  do  not  give  way  to  blood- 
letting, opium  alone  is  to  be  depended 
on  for  relieving  the  irritation  and  dif- 
trefs  which  enfue  from  them;  the  pain 
being  often  fo  fevere  that  no  other  remedy 

proves 
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proves  in  any  degree  ufeful.  .  That  opium, 
in  thefe  cafes,  proves  always  moft  effectual 
when  applied  directly  to  the  parts  affected, 
in  the  form  of  injection;  and  that  extract  of 
hyocyamus  may  be  ufed  when  it  is  found 
that  the  coftivenefs,  which  ufually  refults 
from  opium,  proves  hurtful. 

13.  That  when  the  bladder  is  affected, 
opium  or  hyocyamus  are  in  like  manner 
to  be  ufed  to  relieve  pain.  That  uva  urfi 
is  the  moft  effectual  remedy  for  obviating 
the  difcharge  of  vifcid  mucus,  the  ufual 
confequence  of  inflammation  of  the  blad- 
der, and  that  the  thickening  of  the  coats 
of  the  bladder,  which  inflammation,  from 
whatever  caufe  it  arifes,  is  apt  to  induce, 
has  in  fome  cafes  been  removed  by  a  gen- 
tle courfe  of  mercury. 

14.  And  laftly,  it  appears,  that  the  lead- 
ing fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  are  fo  much 
alike  in  both  fexes,  that  the  general  me- 
thod of  treatment  is    hmilar  in  both : 

only  that  in  women,  from  the  fituation 

and 
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and  organization  of  the  parts  affected  ad- 
mitting of  it,  injections  may  at  all  periods 
of  the  difeafe  be  ufed  with  more  freedom 
than  in  men ;  an  inflamed  ftate  of  the 
bladder  being,  in  women,  almoft  the  only 
circumftance  that  can  take  place  in  Go- 
norrhoea to  render  injections  improper. 


CHAP, 
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e  h  a  p.  in. 

Of  the  Confequences  of  Gonorrhoea  Vinile?ita. 


SECTION  I. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Confeqaences  of  Go- 
norrhoea Virulenta* 

ALTHOUGH  the  treatment  pointed 
out  in  the  preceding  fections  for  the 
cure  of  Gonorrhoea  will  in  general  prove 
fuccefsful,  yet  every  candid  practitioner 
will  admit  that  it  is  not  always  fo,  and 
that  inftances  occur  of  different  fymptoms 
proving  obftinate,  notwithstanding  a  care- 
ful and  attentive  application  of  every  re- 
medy with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

The 
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The  caufes  of  this  failure  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  explain.  In  this  part  of 
the  work  1  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  Gonorrhoea,  fome  of  which 
are,  in  moft  inftances,  the  effect  of  mis- 
management, while  others  enfue  after  the 
greateft  care  and  attention  in  the  conduct 
of  the  cure.  They  are  all,  however,  of  a 
local  nature,  and  not  neceffarily  connected 
with  any  general  difeafe  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  The  following  is  the  order  in  which 
I  mean  to  treat  of  them  : 

Gleet;  feminal  weaknefs  and  impotency; 
ftrictures  in  the  urethra  ;  abfceiTes  and  fi£- 
tulss  in  perineo  ;  deranged  fenfations  in  the 
bladder  and  urethra ;  fwelling  of  the  tef- 
ticle ;  fwelling  of  the  epidydimis  and 
Spermatic  chord ;  fwellings  of  the  lympha- 
tic veffels  of  the  penis  ;  fwelling  of  the 
glands  in  the  groin ;  excoriations  of  the 
glans  and  prepuce ;  phymolis  ;  paraphymo- 
fis ;  warts  on  the  glans,  prepuce,  and  labia 
pudendi.  And,  laftly,  I  mall  add  a  few 
obfervations  on  what  may  be  termed  Go- 
norrhoea 
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norrhoea  Simplex,  in  which  a  difcharge 
occurs  from  the  urethra,  without  any  in- 
fectious matter  being  applied  to  it. 


SECTION  II. 
Of  Gleets. 

T^7*HEN  the  difcharge  in  Gonorrhoea 
continues  obftinate,  after  the  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation  are  removed,  the 
difeafe  is  then  termed  a  gleet. 

From  this  definition  we  might  be  led  to 
imagine  that  the  import  of  the  term  Gleet 
would  be  clearly  and  generally  underftood, 
and  that  no  rifk.  could  occur  of  its  being 
mifapplied.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
cafe ;  for  the  fymptoms  which  one  practi- 
tioner confiders  as  Gleet,  are  by  others 
faid  to  be  Gonorrhoea.  Some  affert  that 
Gleet  does  not  take  place  till  the  difcharge 
becomes  colourlefs,  and  refembles  mucus  5 

while 
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while  others  are  of  opinion  that  Gonor- 
rhoea changes  into  Gleet  before  this  change 
of  colour  is  perceptible. 

All  agree  in  this,  that  Gleet  does  not 
take  place  fo  long  as  the  difcharge  is  ca- 
pable of  communicating  infection ;  but  no 
precife  marks  have  yet  been  difcovered  by 
which  we  can  judge  of  this  circumflance 
with  certainty.  When  the  difcharge  be- 
comes tranfparent  and  vifcid,  like  mucus, 
I  believe  that  no  infection  will  ever  en- 
fue  from  it ;  but  I  alfo  fuppofe  that'  it  is 
often  equally  harmlefs  long  before  this 
change  has  appeared  in  it.  By  the  ufe  of 
aftringent  injections,  demulcents,  and 
cooling  purgatives  ;  and,  in  fome  cafes,  by 
the  lapfe  of  time  alone,  the  running  in 
Gonorrhoea  will  lofe  its  colour,  acquire  a 
mucous  appearance,  and  even  abate  in 
quantity,  and  yet  it  will  again  become 
yellow,  and  appear  in  larger  quantities 
than  at  firft.  In  fuch  circumflances  the 
difcharge  may  be  confidered  as  altogether 
deprived  of  the  power  of  communicating 
infection  ;  at  leaft  no  inltance  of  the  con- 

Vol.  I.  N  trary 
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trary  Las  ever  occurred  to  me,  and  I  have 
reafon  to  think,  that,  in  every  inftance  it 
will  be  found  to  prove  ineffenfive  where 
the  inflammation  by  which  it  was  at  firft 
induced  has  been  once  completely  re- 
moved, whatever  the  method  of  cure  may 
have  been  by  which  this  was  accomplifh- 
ed:  while,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced, 
from  a  variety  of  facts  which  might  here 
be  enumerated,  that  fo  long  as  the  primary 
inflammation  of  Gonorrhea  continues* 
however  long  this  may  be,  the  matter  pro- 
duced by  it  is  equally'  capable  as  at  firft 
of  communicating  infection.  Admitting, 
therefore,  that  the  running  fhould  not  be 
denominated  Gleet,  fo  long  as  it  is  in  any 
degree  infectious,  it  is  evident  that  this 
term  ought  not  to  be  applied  to  it,  till  it 
has  become  clear  and  tranfparent,  or  till 
the  inflammation  by  which  it  was  at  firft 
induced  is  removed,  and  of  which  we  can 
only  be  certain  by  the  ceding  of  the  pain 
whjch  accompanied  the  inflammatory 
flate  of  the  difeafc.  The  difcharge  in 
Gonorrhoea  frequently  difappears  altoge- 
ther^ 
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ther,  and  the  patient  confiders  liimfelf, 
for  the  fpace  of  feveral  days,  nay,  in  fome 
inftances,  for  weeks,  as  completely  cured ; 
when,  either  by  violent  exertion  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot,  by  excefs  in  drinking,  or 
too  early  connection  with  women,  the 
running  will  again  take  place,  with  every 
mark  of  a  new  infection.  When  the  pa- 
tient, however,  is  confcious  of  not  having 
expofed  himfelf  to  the  rifk  of  being  in^ 
fecled,  he  may  always  confider  this  reno- 
vated difcharge  as  of  a  harmlefs  nature, 
provided  the  inflammation  and  pain  by 
which  it  was  at  firft  excited  had  previoufly 
difappeared.  Among  other  proofs  of  this, 
I  might  mention  various  inftances  of  mar* 
ried  men,  who,  from  Gonorrhoea  con- 
tracted in  youth,  have  frequently,  during 
life,  from  one  or  other  of  the  caufes  I  have 
mentioned,  experienced  frequent  returns 
of  this  difcharge,  who,  in  this  ntuation, 
have  had  frequent  connection  with  their 
wives,  without  communicating  the  di£- 
eafe.  In  fome  of  thefe  the  difcharge  will 
be  abfent  for  feveral  weeks,  nay,  for 

N  2  months 
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months  together ;  while  in  others  it  has 
Hot  difappeared  for  more  than  two  or  three 
days  at  once,  during  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
years. 

In  all  of  them,  upon  its  firft  recurrence, 
it  has  exactly  the  appearance  of  a  new  in- 
fection ;  but  the  event  foon  {hews  it  to  be 
materially  different.  If  aftringent  injec- 
tions are  employed,  they,  for  the  moft  part, 
put  an  immediate  flop  to  the  running  ; 
and,  when  left  to  itfelf,  the  matter  becomes 
more  quickly  colourlefs  than  it  ever  does 
in  a  recent  cafe  of  Gonorrhoea. 

In  one  inftance,  a  gentleman  applied  to 
me  in  a  (late  of  the  greatefl  diftrefs,  the  day 
after  his  marriage.  He  came  upwards  of 
twenty  miles  from  the  country,  with  every 
appearance  of  a  recent  clap  ;  which,  he  af- 
lured  me,  had  broke  out  that  very  morn- 
ing, although  no  appearance  of  an  infec- 
tion, under  which  he  formerly  laboured, 
had  been  perceived  for  upwards  of  three 
months,  nor  had  he,  during  that  period, 
been  expofed  to  the  rifk  of  getting  a  new 
one.    This,   in  the  ftate  of  temporary 

frenzy, 
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frenzy,  under  which  I  found  him,  led  to 
the  diftrefsful  idea  of  his  having  been  in- 
fected during  the  preceding  night,  by  his 
newly  married  wife.  I  allured  him  that 
this  was  impoffible  ;  for  that,  independent 
of  the  furety  which  he  derived  from  the 
unblemifhed  character  of  his  wife,  no  in- 
fection could  have  appeared  with  fucli 
violence  in  fuch  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  ;  and 
on  hearing  that  he  formerly  laboured  un- 
der Gleet,  I  alfo  ventured  to  fay,  that  the 
difcharge  would  probably  difappcar  al- 
moft  as  fuddenly  as  its  approach  had  been 
rapid.  My  prediction  proved  true.  I 
immediately  threw  up  a  vitriolic  injection, 
and  caufed  him  repeat  it  three  or  four 
times  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  By 
five  or  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  nothing 
but  a  flight  oozing  from  the  urethra  was 
perceptible ;  I  furniihed  him  with  more 
of  the  injection,  and  he  went  home  per- 
fectly fatisfied  in  the  evening. 

This  happened  feveral  years  ago,  and  the 
fame  appearances  have  uniformly  recurred 
fince  that  period,  upon  every  connection 

N  3  with 
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with  his  wife,  but  no  infection  has  ever 
been  communicated  to  her.  For  a  con- 
siderable time  he  always  had  recourfe  to 
the  injection  on  the  running  taking  place, 
but  at  laft,  being  perfectly  convinced  of 
its  being  perfectly  harmlefs,  he  allowed  it 
to  go  on ;  fo  that  for  thefe  laft  three  or 
four  years,  he  has  feldom  been  many  days 
together  free  of  it. 

But  although  patients,  from  being  long 
accuftomed  to  this  difcharge,  come  to  find 
that  it  does  not  communicate  infection, 
ftill  they  can  never  look  upon  it  with  in- 
difference ;  they  all  find  it  troublefome 
and  diftrefsful,  and  are  therefore,  at  times, 
anxious  to  get  free  of  it.  When,  at  the 
fame  time  we  cpnfider,  that  a  long  conti- 
nued Gleet  is  apt  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
fome  very  obltinate  and  perplexing  affec- 
tions of  the  urethra,  it  will  at  once  appear, 
that  in  every  inftance,  this  fymptom  me- 
rits our  ferious  attention. 

Gleet  feems  evidently  to  arife  from  dif- 
ferent caufes,  requiring  different  modes 

of 
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of  treatment :  it  will  therefore  be  proper 
to  confider  them  feparately. 

i.  The  mod  frequent  variety  of  Gleet 
fucceeds  to  the  firft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea, 
in  which  we  do  not  fuppofe  that  the  ori- 
ginal inflammation  proceeded  farther  than 
the  urethra  itfelf,  or  the  fmall  mucous 
glands  immediately  emptying  into  it. 

When  the  cure  of  this  variety  of  Go- 
norrhoea is  interrupted,  either  by  impro- 
per treatment,  or  by  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  patient,  and  when  the  difcharge  is 
thereby  allowed  to  go  on  for  any  unuf  1  d 
length  of  time,  Gleet  is  thus  frequently 
produced.  Aftringent  injections  will,  for 
the  molt  part  indeed,  put  a  (top  to  the  run- 
ning, but  the  flighted  excefs  very  com- 
monly excites  a  return  of  it. 

This  variety  of  the  difeafe  we  conclude 
to  proceed  from  relaxation  and  debilit)  a 
the  parts  firft  affected,  and  that  the  obfti- 
nacy  with  which  it  often  continues  de- 
pends upon  a  farther  degree  of  weaknefs, 
induced  in  thefe  parts  by  the  longer  con- 

N  4  tinuancc 
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tinuance  of  the  running ;  by  which  it 
would  appear  to  have  a  power,  if  not  counr 
tcracted,  of  continuing  or  propagating  it- 
felf. '  ,         ';:^iT  j 

By  fome,  this  idea  of  Gleet  proceeding 
in  any  inftance  from  weaknefs,  is  ridi- 
culed ;  and  as  the  fuggeftion  comes  from 
very  refpectable  authority  I  think  it  right 
to  take  notice  of  it*. 

Mr.  Hunter  obferves,  that  by  mechani- 
cal weaknefs  is  underftood  the  not  being 
able  to  perform  fome  action,  or  fuftain 
fome  force  ;  by  animal  weaknefs  the  fame ; 
but  he  cannot  underfland  the  expreiTion 
when  applied  to  an  animal  performing  an 
uncommon,  or  an  additional  action,  as 
feems  from  the  quantity  of  matter  dif- 
charged,  to  happen  in  Gleet. 

This  opinion  appears  to  be  founded  upon 
the  idea  of  an  increafed  difcharge  being 
always  the  confequence  of  an  increafed 
action  in  the  vefTels  of  the  part  from 
whence  it  proceeds  ;  and  it  originates  from 

*  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John  Hun- 
ter, p.  ioo.  ■ 

his 
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his  not  difcriminating  between  general 
debility  and  local  relaxation,  or  lofs  of 
tone  in  a  particular  part. 

Although  an  increased  difcharge  in  the 
veffels  of  any  part  would  feem  to  imply 
an  increafed  action  in  thefe  veffels,  yet  the 
reverfe  of  this  will,  I  believe,  in  mofl  in- 
stances, be  found  to  happen  ;  and  that  af- 
fections of  this  nature  proceed  chiefly,  if 
not  entirely,  from  local  debility.  Lofs  of 
tone  in  the  exhalents  will  neceffarily  pro- 
duce a  more  copious  difcharge  of  their 
contents  than  will  probably  happen  while 
their  power  of  retention  remains  entire. 
Were  thefe  veffels  Unconnected  with  the 
reft  of  the  fyftem  this  would  not  take 
place  ;  but  connected  as  they  are  with  the 
arterial  fyftem,  while  the  vis  a  tergo  re- 
mains the  fame,  any  partial  debility  to 
which  they  may  be  liable,  muft,  perhaps 
univerfally,  be  attended  with  a  preterna- 
tural effuhon  of  their  contents. 

There  is  much  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from 
the,  phenomena  which  occur  in  inflamma- 
tion, that  an  increafed  action  takes  place 

in 
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in  the  vcflels  of  the  part  affected :  but  du- 
ring the  existence  of  this  increafe  of  tone, 
we  commonly  find  that,  in  Gonorrhoea, 
the  difcharge  is  not  fo  confiderable  as  it 
afterwards  becomes  when  the  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  abate.  Nay,  it  is  univer- 
fally  known  that  the  running  is  apt  to 
flop  entirely  when  the  parts  affected  in- 
flame to  a  greater  degree  than  ufual,  and 
that  nothing  fo  readily  folicits  a  return  of 
it  as  the  removal  of  this  inflammation,  by 
the  ufe  of  emollient  injections. 

This  is  an  argument  of  fome  import- 
ance in  favour  of  our  opinion,  and  it  is 
farther  confirmed  by  the  nature  of  all  the 
remedies  which  we  employ  in  Gleet, 
which  are  either  of  an  aftringent,  ftrength- 
ening  kind,  or  confifl  of  flimulating  in- 
jections, and  other  applications  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature,  which  feem  to  act  by  exciting 
an  encreafed  exertion  in  the  veffels  of  the 
affected  parts,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  refill  the  action  of  the  arterial  fyflem 
from  behind. 

I  there- 
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I  therefore  confider  it  as  clear  and  de- 
cided that  this  variety  of  Gleet  proceeds 
from  relaxation  and  debility  of  the  exha- 
lents  of  the  urethra,  and,  perhaps,  of  the 
excretory  duels  of  the  fmaller  mucous 
glands  of  that  paffage. 

This  opinion  of  Gleet  being  connected 
with  debility,  may  indeed  be  carried  too 
far,  as  happens,  I  believe,  daily  in  com- 
mon practice.  Where  Gleet  has  run  on 
for  any  length  of  time,  many  think  that 
it  has  either  at  firft  proceeded  in  a  great 
meafure  from  general  weaknefs  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  or  that  it  has  tended  to  excite  fuch 
a  general  degree  of  debility  as  will  effec- 
tually obfhrucT:  every  attempt  towards  a  cure, 
till  this  ftate  of  the  fyftem  be  removed. 

Hence  the  patients  are  with  much  care 
and  anxiety  enjoined  the  ufe  of  bark,  fteel, 
and  other  tonics,  with  a  view  to  remove 
the  general  debility ;  while  lefs  attention 
is  ufually  given  to  the  real  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  the  local  relaxation  of  the  parts 
originally  affected. 

That 
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That  general  weaknefs  often  takes  place 
in  Gleet,  and  that  it  may  even  be  induced 
by  a  long  continuance  of  the  difcharge, 
will  not  be  denied ;  but  I  have  much  rea- 
fon  to  think,  that  in  practice,  this  idea  is 
often  carried  farther  than  it  ought  to  be. 
This  muft  neceffarily.  be  the  cafe  when- 
ever it  makes  us  lofe  light,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  above,  of  the  real  origin  of  the  dif- 
eafe ;  but  there  is  alfo  caufe  to  imagine, 
that  in  giving  additional  vigour  to  the  fy- 
flem  at  large,  we  tend  to  encreafe  the  dif- 
charge by  the  urethra,  unlefs  the  tone  of 
the  parts  which  have  been  more  parti- 
cularly weakened  be  at  the  fame  time  re- 
flored.  The  reafon  of  this  has  been  ex- 
plained above,  and  I  have  often  had  evi- 
dent proofs  of  the  hurtful  tendency  of  the 
practice ;  by  which,  while  the  patient, 
from  the  effects  of  fea-bathing,  a  full  diet, 
and  the  ufe  of  tonics,  was  daily  getting 
more  full  in  flelh  than  he  was  before,  the 
difeafe  has  evidently  been  gaining  ground, 
from  no  particular  attention  being  given 

to 
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to  the  ftate  of  the  parts  from  whence  the 
running  proceeds* 

In  a  ftate  of  univerfal  debility,  whether 
induced  by  a  long  continuance  of  the  difc 
charge,  or  any  other  caufe,  the  greateft  at- 
tention ought  certainly  to  be  given  to  it  j 
but  what  I  wifh  to  inculcate  is,  that  in 
common  practice  we  rather  do  harm  by 
confidering  this  general  relaxation  of  the 
fyftem  as  the  firft  object  of  attention, 
when,  in  fact,  it  often  either  does  not  take 
place  at  all,  or  only  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
render  it  a  matter  of  very  trifling  import- 
ance, when  compared  with  the  difeafe  in 
the  urethra. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  of  this 
variety  of  Gleet,  our  attention  fhould  be 
almolt  entirely  directed  to  this  affection  of 
the  urethra ;  and  by  experience  we  find 
that  fuch  remedies  are  chiefly  to  be  de- 
pended on  as  act  directly  upon  the  feat  of 
the  difeafe. 

A  variety  of  medicines  have  been  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose,  but  they  may  all 

be 
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be  comprehended  under  the  two  general 
heads  of  aftringents  and  ftinmlants ;  for  ail 
that  have  yet  been  found  ufeful  in  Gleet 
feem  either  to  act  by  their  aftringent  pro- 
perties, or  by  their  power  of  ftimulating 
the  parts  to  which  they  are  applied. 

When  aftringent  injections  have  not 
been  already  employed,  they  ought,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  get  a  full  trial ;  for  although 
they  do  not  always  prove  fuccefsful,  yet 
they  frequently  do  fo,  and  we  feldom  or 
never  find  that  any  rilk  enfues  from  them, 
as  fometimes  does  from  ftimulating  in- 
jections. 

Any  of  the  aftringent  folutions  for 
which  prefcriptions  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, may  be  employed  ;  but  the  vitrio- 
lic folution,  No.  1 8,  is  one  of  the  fafeft, 
and  very  commonly  proves  the  moft  ef- 
fectual. In  the  ufe  of  all  injections  of  the 
aftringent  kind  it  is  necefTary  to  throw 
them  frequently  up,  not  lefs  than  fix  or 
eight  times  a  day.  This  was  particularly 
inculcated  in  the  ufe  of  injections  in  Go- 
norrhoea, 
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norrhoea,  and  it  proves  equally  proper  in 
this  variety  of  Gleet. 

But  where  aftringent  injections  have  al- 
ready been  employed  for  the  cure  of  the 
preceding  Gonorrhoea,  and  where  there  is 
no  doubt  of  a  complete  trial  having  been 
given  them,  in  fuch  circumrlances,  as  there 
would  be  no  caufe  to  expect  advantage 
from  a  farther  ufe  of  them,  they  ought  to 
be  laid  aiide. 

In  that  flate  of  the  difeafe  where  a  plen- 
tiful difcharge  takes  place,  with  little  or 
no  pain,  and  where  aftringents  have  been 
employed  with  no  advantage,  flimulating 
applications  become  particularly  proper. 

The  flimulants  we  employ  are  of  two 
kinds ;  acrid  folutions  and  mixtures  in  the 
form  of  injections,  and  bougies.  Which 
ever  of  them  are  ufed  mull  be  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  to  ftimulate  the  parts  gently  to 
which  they  are  applied,  but  not  fo  ftrong 
as  to  excite  inflammation  in  any  consider- 
able degree.  They  prove  mod  faccefsful 
where  they  give  only  a  moderate  degree 
of  pain  and  heat  in  the  urethra  ;  fuch  as 

is 
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35  felt  in  the  commencement  of  the  fir  ft 
ftage  of  Gonorrhoea.  Inftances,  indeed, 
often  occur  of  a  newly  contracted  clap  car- 
rying off  a  Gleet  that  has  been  of  long 
duration  ;  and  as  this  is  always  produc- 
tive of  fome  degree  of  inflammation,  we 
conclude  that  the  remedies  employed  in 
Gleet  muft  act  in  a  fimilar  manner,  viz. 
by  gently  ftimulating  and  exciting  the 
parts  to  inflame  in  fuch  a  degree  as  expe- 
rience mews  to  prove  ufefiil.  To  excite 
violent  pain  would  at  all  times  be  impro- 
per, as  the  inflammation  which  this  would 
produce  might  go  farther  than  we  would 
incline  it  to  do.  Much  harm,  indeed,  has 
been  done  by  want  of  attention  to  this 
eircumftance.  A  fwelled  teftiele  is  not  an 
uncommon  effect  of  it ;  and  I  have  known 
the  inflammation  carried  to  the  proftate 
gland  and  bladder. 

This,  however,  may  always  be  prevent- 
ed ;  nor  can  it  ever  occur  but  from  great 
inattention.  Wherever  injections  are  ufed, 
they  mould  at  firft  be  fo  weak  as  to  excite 
only  a  very  flight  degree  of  uneafinefs. 

In 
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In  the  formulae  annexed  to  this  they  ire 
of  iiich  a  ftrength  as  to  act  in  this  man- 
ner in  a  great  proportion  of  people,  al- 
though, in  fome  inftances,  I  have  found 
them  rather  weaker  than  neceflary.  An 
addition  of  ftrength,  however,  is  fo  eanly 
given,  that  at  firft  they  ought  never  to  be 
ftronger. 

One  of  the  beft  injections  for  ordinary 
ufe  is  a  weak  folution  of  corrohve  fubli- 
mate  in  water  *.  That  is,  in  the  proportion 
of  an  eight  part  of  a  grain  of  the  mercury 
to  an  ounce  of  water,  which  is  as  ftrong 
as  it  ought  ever  to  be  ufed  at  firft ;  al- 
though I  have  met  with  fome,  who,  in  a 
gradual  manner,  have  been  brought  to 
bear  half  a  grain  to  an  ounce.    I  know 
that  fome  have  advifed  it  of  a  ftill  greater 
ftrength,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  grain  of 
mercury  to  the  ounce  of  water  ;  but  al- 
though I  am  in  the  daily  practice  of  ufing 
this  remedy,  I  never  found  any  perfon 
who  could  bear  it  of  this  ftrength.  I 
therefore  fufpect  that  thofe  who  advifed 
it  have  never  known  it  ufed. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  24. 

Vol.  I,  O  I  have 
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I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
of  this,  from  feveral  inftances  having  fal- 
len within  my  own  obfervation,  of  very 
pernicious  confequences  enfuing  frcm  the 
ufe  of  injections  containing  too  great  a 
proportion  of  mercury,  while  no  inconve- 
niency  arifes  from  them  when  not  (Ironger 
than  tho'fe  I  have  pointed  out. 

In  fome  cafes,  where  a  fblution  of  cor- 
rofive  fublimate  by  itfelf  has  failed,  I  have 
known  the  addition  of  faccharum  faturni 
prove  ufeful  *  ;  and  in  fome  very  irritable 
patients,  in  whom  even  the  fmalleft  quan- 
tity of  the  mercury  excited  too  much  pain, 
an  addition  of  mucilage  has  enabled  them 
to  bear  it.  Of  this  a  formula  is  given  in 
the  Appendix  f . 

A  folution  of  crude  fal  ammoniac  % 
proves  fometimes  effectual  in  this  ilate  of 
Gleet.  The  volatile  alkali,  fuch  as  fpir- 
tus  corn,  cervi,  and  fpiritus  falis  ammo- 
jiiaci,  properly  diluted,  make  likewife  ufe- 


*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  25.        f  No,  26. 

*         X  Appendix,  No.  27. 

fu! 


Sea.II.  Of  Gleets,  195 

ful  injections  for  this  purpofe,  as  in  foiv 
mulse  No.  28  and  29  ;  and  verdigrife,  dif~ 
folved  either  in  oil,  or  in  fpirit  of  fal-am- 
moniac,  afford  alfo  a  very  effectual  form 
of  injection  for  the  fame  purpofe  :  formu- 
la of  thefe  lafl  are  given  in  Nos.  30  and 
31.;  and  in  fome  inftances  tincture  of  can- 
tharides,  properly  diluted,  as  in  No.  325 
has  been  found  to  anfwer. 

Befides  the  circumltance  of  afcertaining 
the  proper  ftrength  of  thefe  injections,  a 
good  deal  of  addrefs  is  required  in  the  ap- 
plication of  them.  They  rnuft  not  be  em- 
ployed either  fo  long  or  fo  frequently  as 
is  required  for  aftringent  injections  ;  with 
thefe  no  harm  can  occur,  however  fre- 
quently they  may  be  applied  ;  but  injec- 
tions of  a  ftimulating  nature  mould  not 
be  continued  longer  than  is  jufb  neceifary 
for  exciting  fome  degree  of  pain  and  in- 
flammation in  the  affected  parts* 

This  being  accomplished,  a  few  days 
mould  elapfe  before  any  other  remedy  is 
employed  ;  for  it  fometimes  happens  that 
^he  running  will  flop  after  thefe  ftimulat- 

Q  2,  ing 
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ing  injections  are  laid  afide,  although,  du- 
ring the  ufe  or  them,  it  appeared  to  be  in- 
creafed.  But  when,  after  an  interval  of 
three  or  four  days,  this  does  not  appear 
likely  to  happen,  injections  of  an  aftrin- 
gent  kind  mould  be  immediately  employ-^ 
ed,  as  we  have  already  advifed  in  the  nrfl 
ftage  of  Gonorrhoea. 

Even  thefe  will  not  always  fucceed  ;  for 
it  fometimes  happens  that  the  .running, 
although  it  may  difappear  for  a  few  days, 
will  yet  return  again  and  again,  with 
equal  violence  as  at  firft. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  the  ftimulating 
injections  mull  be  again  renewed,  and  the 
inflammation  ought  now  to  be  excited  in 
a  degree  fomewhat  greater  than  before ; 
for  I  have  commonly  found  that  this  may 
be  done  with  more  fafety  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  applications  of  this  remedy  ;  and  in 
the  more  advanced  ftages  of  Gleet  the 
higher  the  degree  of  inflammation  that 
can  with  fafety  be  excited,  the  greater 
certainty  there  is  of  its  proving  effectual. 

When 
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When  injections  do  not  accomplifh  a 
cure,  we  endeavour  to  effect  our  purpofe 
by  the  ufe  of  bougies.  By  irritating  the 
urethra,  bougies  arifwer  the  fame  purpofe 
with  ftimulating  injections  ;  and,  in  fome 
inftances,  they  have  appeared  to  prove 
more  effectual,  perhaps  from  the  fupport 
which  they  afford  to  the  parts  which  have 
been  deprived  of  their  tone.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  happen  with  any  kind  of 
certainty,  infomuch  that  I  always  give  the 
preference  to  injections  in  the  firft  in- 
stance, as  being  lefs  formidable  in  the  ap- 
plication to  all  fuch  patients  as  have  not 
been  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  bougies. 

Bougies  compofed  of  the  moft  fimple 
materials,  commonly  anfwer  all  that  we 
expect  from  this  kind  of  remedy ;  but 
when  thefe  fail  in  exciting  a  fumcient  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  they  are  eafily  ren- 
dered more  active  by  dipping  them  in  oil 
of  turpentine,  in  a  thin  liniment  of  wax 
and  oil  with  a  fmall  proportion  of  red 
precipitate,  or  in  common  bafilicon  re* 

O  3  duce4 
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duced  with  oil  of  turpentine,  to  the  con- 
fidence of  a  liniment. 

I  have  no  reafon  to  think  that  mercu- 
rials act  in  the  cure  of  Gleet  in  any  refpecl 
as  fpecifics  j  but  the  ftimulus  which  mer- 
curial ointment  gives  to  the  urethra,  when 
applied  upon  bougies,  proves  often  as  ef- 
fectual as  that  from  any  medicine  which 
we  employ.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  ob- 
ierve,  that  the  ointment  for  this  purpofe 
ought  to-  be  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
mercury  :  there  mould  not  be  lefs  than 
equal  parts  of  quickfilver  and  hog's-lard  -t 
and  I  have  fometimes  thought  that  mer- 
cury, extinguifhed  by  triturating  with 
honey,  acts  more  Certainly  as  a  ftimulant 
than  it  ufually  does  in  the  form  of  an 
ointment. 

If  the  conftitu-tion  has  been  much  de- 
bilitated, we  ought,  while  this  application 
of  remedies  to  the  difeafed  parts  is  going 
©n,  to  advife  a  nourifliing,  invigorating 
diet.  The  patient  mould  be  allowed 
animal  food,  and  a  moderate  portion  of 
led  wine  daily  j  and  in  fiich  circumftan- 

v  ces- 
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ces  bark  may  with  propriety  be  exhibited 
as  a  tonic :  but  for  the  reafons  I  have  gi- 
ven above,  I  have  much  caufe  to  think  that 
the  general  practice  of  giving  bark,  fteel, 
and  other  tonics,  in  every  cafe  of  this  kind, 
is  by  no  means  well  founded,  and  in  many 
inftances  that  it  does  harm. 

Some  of  the  ftimulating  aftringent  baU 
fams,  given  internally,  frequently  prove 
ufeful  here  ;  probably  from  their  tendency 
to  flimulate  in  a  more  particular  manner 
the  organs  of  urine  than  any  Other  part  of 
the?  body.  Balfamum  copaiba  is  chiefly 
ufed  for  this  purpofe,  but  Canada  balfam, 
and  all  the  turpentines,  may  be  employed 
with  perhaps  equal  advantage.  Fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  any  of  thefe  may  be  given 
three  or  four  times  a  day; 

A  cautious  ufe  of  cantharides  has  alfo 
proved  ferviceable  in  this  variety  of  Gleet. 
Ten  drops  of  the  tincture  may  be  given 
two  or  three  times  a  day. 

But  although  fome  advantage  may  be 
derived  from  all  of  thefe  remedies,  when 
employed  along  with  local  ftimulants,  as 

Jp  4  we 
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we  have  advifed  above,  yet  no  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  upon  them  when  they  are 
not  conjoined  with  thefe.  This,  it  may  be 
faid,  renders  the  advantages  to  be  expected 
from  them  doubtful  and  equivocal ;  but 
in  different  cafes  I  think  I  have  perceived 
greater  advantages  from  a  combination  of 
thefe  two  fets  of  remedies,  than  ufually  oc- 
curs from  a  feparate  ufe  of  either  of  them. 

Cold  bathing  is  a  remedy  commonly 
advifed  in  Gleets,  and  where  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  fo  much  debilitated  as  to  require 
attention,  it  will  very  generally  anfwer  a 
good  purpofe  ;  otherwife  no  advantage  can 
probably  accrue  from  it,  if  it  be  not  from 
the  local  application  of  cold  to  the  parts 
chiefly  affected.  In  this  view,  the  daily 
effunon  of  cold  water  upon  the  penis,  and 
the  bathing  of  the  perineum,  proves  fome- 
times  ufeful. 

2.  The  next  .molt  frequent  variety  of 
Gleet  fucceeds  to  the  fecond  ftage  of  Go- 
norrhoea. After  all  the  fymptoms  excited 
by  the  actual  prefence  of  inflammation 

have 
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have  fubfided,  this  variety  of  the  difeafe 
is  very  apt  to  terminate  in  Gleet. 

In  the  third  fedtion  of  the  laft  chapter 
I  endeavoured  to  fliew,  that  in  this  ftage 
of  Gonorrhea,  Cowper's  glands  are  chiefly 
affected,  and  that  they  afford  a  great  pro- 
portion of  all  the  matter  that  is  difcharged. 
Any  inil animation  which  occurs  along 
with  this  in  the  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  eafily  removed,  fo 
that  the  Gleet,  which  often  fucceeds,  pro- 
ceeds either  altogether,  or  nearly  fo,  from 
the  cavities  of  thefe  glands. 

Gleet,  proceeding  from  this  cattle,  is, 
for  the  moft  part,  eafily  diftinguifhed  from 
that  which  we  have  defcribed  as  the  firft 
or  moft  frequent  variety  of  the  difeafe.  In 
this  laft  the  matter  ufually  proceeds  from 
within  an  inch,  or  little  more,  of  the  glans, 
or  when  parts  farther  back  are  affected, 
the  difchargc  is  forced  off  from  them  by 
very  gentle  preffure  upon  the  perineum : 
but,  in  the  other,  the  matter  is,  in  every 
inftance,  found  to  proceed  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  urethra  j  a  greater  degree  of 

pre£- 
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preffure  upon  the  perineum  is  neceffary 
to  force  it  out ;  and  fome  degree  of  ful- 
nefs,  accompanied  with  irritation,  and 
even  pain,  is  experienced  on  the  perineum- 
being  preffed  upon  for  this  purpofe. 

We  are  alfo  affifted  in  the  diagnofis  by 
the  hiftory  of  the  preceding  Gonorrhoea  j 
for  it  will  be  uniformly  found  that  the 
iirft  variety  of  Gleet  has  fiicceeded  to  the 
firft  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  fe- 
cond  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea  has  given  rife  to 
that  which  we  are  now  considering. 

In  the  treatment  of  Gleet  it  is  of  im- 
portance to  have  this  difference  afcertain- 
cd,  for  the  remedies  which  commonly  ac- 
complifh  a  cure  in  the  one,  are  ufed  in  the 
other  either  without  any  advantage  what- 
ever, or  even  with  evident  proofs  of  doing 
harm.  Thus,  although  in  the  firft  vari- 
ety of  Gleet  we  depend  fo  much  upon  fti- 
mulating  mjedtfbhs,  that  a  cure  in  moft 
inftances  cannot  be  accomplifhed  without 
them ;  in  the  other,  where  the  larger 
glands  of  the  urethra  are  affected,  they 
very  commonly  render  every  fymptom 

worfe 
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worfe  than  it  was  before.  They  at  leaft 
do  fo  where  the  injection  is  of  fuch  a 
ftrength  as  to  excite  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion ;  and  if  weaker  than  this,  it  may  be 
ufed  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  with- 
out any  effect  resulting  from  it.  The 
glands  opening  into  the  urethra  being  here 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  aftringent  injec- 
tions, applied  as  we  have  elfewhere  ob- 
ferved,  to  their  excretory  ducts,  may  pro- 
duce a  temporary  ftoppage  of  the  di£. 
charge;  but,  as  they  do  not  reach  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  glands,  no  permanent  advantage 
can  be  expected  from  them.  While, 
again,  when  an  injection  is  ufed  of  fuch  a 
ftrength  as  to  excite  inflammation  upon 
the  ends  of  thefe  ducts,  it  is  very  apt  to 
produce  fwellings  in  the  glands  themfelves, 
which  at  laft  commonly  terminate  in  fup- 
puration,  to  the  great  diflrefs  and  difap- 
pointment  both  of  the  patient  and  practi- 
tioner. 

Whenever  it  is   therefore  difcovered 
with  certainty,  that  this'  variety  of  Gleet 
exifts,  injections  mould  be  no  longer  em- 
ployed ; 
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ployed ;  or  when,  for  the  fatisfaction  of 
the  patient,  a  farther  trial  of  this  remedy 
becomes  necefTary,  fuch  preparations  only 
mould  be  ufed  as  are  moderately  astrin- 
gent. 

In  fuch  circumftances  bougies,  and.  blis- 
ters to  the  perineum,  are  the  mod  effectual 
remedies  I  have  ever  employed.  The 
bougies  mould  be  of  the  mildeft  kind, 
fuch  as  ftimulate  the  parts  gently,  without 
exciting  inflammation.    By  this,  and  by 
the  fupport  which  their  fize  and  form  af- 
ford to  the  weakened  parts,  they  often 
prove  highly  ferviceable  ;  and  even  when 
they  do  prove  more  powerfully  ftimulat- 
ing  than  we  may  have  wifhed  or  expected, 
they  do  not  fo  readily  do  harm  as  injec- 
tions ;  for  the  inflammation  with  which 
this  may  be  attended  is  always  accompa- 
nied with  an  inflantaneous  difcharge  of 
matter,  by  which  the  inconvenience  that 
otherwife  might  refult  from  them  is  very 
effectually  prevented. 

Bougies  ought,  for  every  purpofe,  to  be 
as  large  as  the  capacity  of  the  urethra  will 

admit  j 
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admit ;  but  their  being  of  a  full  fize  is 
more  particularly  neceffary  in  this  variety 
of  Gleet  than  for  any  other  malady  ;  for  it 
is  chiefly  by  their  iize  that  they  prove  ufe- 
ful  here. 

In  moft  inftances  of  this  kind  it  appears, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  whether  bou- 
eies  are  to  be  of  fervice  or  not ;  but  no 
permanent  advantage  is  ever  to  be  expect- 
ed from  them  if  they  are  not  continued 
for  a  confiderable  time.    When  the  difeafe 
has  been  of  long  duration,  the  bougies 
ought  to  be  applied  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
or  twelve  weeks,  and  not  even  defifted 
from  then  if  the  cure  be  not  compleated. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  obferve,  that  af- 
ter bougies  have  been  ufed  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time  as  ought  to  accompliih  a 
cure,  they  Ihould  from  time  to  time  be  laid 
afide,  that  the  effects  produced  by  them 
may  be  difcovered ;  for  while  they  are 
daily  introduced  we  can  never  know  with 
certainty  whether  any  difcharge  which 
takes  place  is  the  effect  of  the  difeafe,  or 
of  the  irritation  which  they  excite  ;  as  bou- 
gies 
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gies  can  never  be  applied  for  any  length 
of  time  together,  not  even  to  a  found  ure- 
thra, without  being  found  covered  with 
'matter,  or  with  mucus  in  the  form  of 
matter,  on  their  being  withdrawn. 

When  bougies  fail,  a  blifter  applied 
over  the  whole  perineum  fometimes  proves 
ferviceable.  Whether  it  is  by  the  ftimu- 
lus  which  they  give  to  the  parts  affected, 
or  by  they  difcharge  which  they  excite,  is 
uncertain  ;  for  in  fome  an  evident  advan- 
tage enfues  upon  the  firft  or  fecond  day 
from  their  application,  and  before  any 
quantity  of  difcharge  can  have  occurred, 
while  In  others  no  effect  is  obferved  to  re- 
mit from  them  till  the  fecond,  third,  or 
perhaps,  fourth  blifter  has  been  applied. 
In  a  few  inftances,  fome  advantage  has  ap- 
peared to  be  derived  from  a  fmall  portion 
pf  the  bliftered  part  being  kept  open  with 
epifpaftic  ointment,  which,  in  two  cafes  of 
much  obftinacy,  led  me  to  advife  the  in- 
troduction of  a  fmall  feton  on  one  fide  of 
the  perineum ;  but  although  this  feemed 
like  wife  to  leifen  the  difcharge,  the  advan- 
tage 
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tagc  derived  from  it  was  neither  fb  great; 
nor  fo  obvious  as  to  compenfate  the  very 
difagreeable  nature  of  the  remedy. 

In  very  obftinate  cafes  of  this  variety  of 
Gleet,  the  patient  will  frequently  be  found 
to  be  of  a  fcrophulous  conftitution.  If 
the  difeafe  has  not  already  appeared  in  a 
more  evident  manner  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  it  will  at  lean:  often  happen  that  the 
glands  of  the  neck,  and  other  fufpicious 
parts,  will  appear  to  be  tumefied,  and  that 
the  complexion  of  the  patient,  which  is 
commonly  delicate,  gives  much  caufe  to 
conclude  that  the  fyflem  is  not  free  of  it. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  all  the  Remedies 
ufually  employed  in  fcrophula  will,  from 
time  to  time,  be  advifed.  Bark  and  hem- 
lock have  fometimes  proved  ufeful  here ; 
but  no  remedy  that  has  yet  been  employ- 
ed in  fcrophula  is  in  any  degree  equal  to 
fea-bathing. 

In  enumerating  the  different  varieties 
of  Gleet,  I  have  proceeded  in  the  order  in 
which  they  mofl  frequently  appear.  The 

next 
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next  of  which  I  Shall  take  notice  proceeds 
from  ftrietures  in  the  urethra. 

In  an  enfuing  Section  I  lhall  find  it  ne- 
ceSTary  to  enter  more  minutely  upon  the 
consideration  of  venereal  ftrietures  in  the 
urethra :  at  preSent,  therefore,  it  feems 
only  requifite  to  fay,  that  they  are  to  be 
conlideredas  a  veryfrequent  caufe  of  Gleet. 
The  fpongy  furface  of  the  fubftance  from 
which  thefe  ftrietures  are  produced  is 
very  apt  to  become  tender  and  excoriated. 
A  flight  degree  of  ulceration  thus  takes 
place,  which  continues  to  give  out  matter 
while  any  degree  of  the  ftriclure  remains, 
and  where  the  extent  of  the  difeaSe  is  con- 
siderable, this  of  itfelf  would  afford  a 
very  copious  difcharge;  but  befides  this, 
the  remora  which  every  ftriclure  pro- 
duces, of  urine  and  mucus  between  the 
part  on  which  it  is  feated  and  the  bladder, 
acts  as  a  very  powerful  caufe  of  irritation, 
and  in  this  manner  renders  the  difcharge 
more  abundant  than  we  almoft  ever  find 
it  to  be  in  Gleet,  proceeding  from  any 
other  caufe. 

Where 
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Where  flrictures  are  not  fufpected  as  the 
caufe  of  the  difcharge,  as  often  happens 
where  the  obflruction  to  the  flow  of  urine 
is  not  remarkably  great,  the  patient  as 
well  as  the  furgeon  is  apt  to  be  deceived, 
and  to  proceed  daily  with  the  plan  of  ef- 
fecting a  cure  by  injections,  balfam  of  co- 
paiba, and  other  aftringents?  None  of' 
thefe  remedies,  however,  have  any  influ- 
ence, and  the  difcharge,  after  many  years 
continuance,  is  found  to  be  nearly  in  the 
fame  Hate,  either  as  bad,  or  perhaps  worfe, 
than  at  firft.  Of  this  every  practitioner 
muft  have  met  with  inftances,  and  they 
always  prove  the  fource  of  much  perplexi- 
ty and  embarraffment. 

In  every  cafe,  therefore,  where  Gleet  re- 
fills the  ufual  remedies,  and  is  thus  parti- 
cularly obflinate,  it  ought  to  be  our  firft 
object  to  afcertain  the  real  flate  of  the  ure- 
thra, and  to  learn  whether  flrictures  are 
prefent  in  it  or  not.  In  fome  cafes  this 
will  at  once  be  known  from  the  flate  of 
the  fymptoms  obtained  from  the  patient, 
as  well  as  from  external  examination  of 

Vol.  I.  P  the 
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the  urethra  from  the  point  of  the  penis  to 
the  fundament.  This,  however,  will  only 
happen  in  the  more  fevere  degrees  of  the 
difeafe.  Where  the  obftruction  is  flight,  it 
may,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  pafs 
unnoticed ;  fo  that  in  all  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  and  where  there  is  any  caufe  for 
doubt,  the  paffage  mould  be  examined 
with  a  bougie,  by  which  alone  any  cer- 
tainty upon  this  point  can  be  obtained. 

When  the  exiftence  of  ftricture  is  dif- 
covered,  all  other  remedies  ought  at  once 
to  be  laid  afide,  and  the  cure  trufted  en- 
tirely to  bougies.  Hereafter  we  lhall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  more  particularly  of  bou- 
gies ;  at  prefent  we  need  only  fay,  that 
they  are  the  only  remedy  upon  which  we 
can  depend  for  the  removal  of  ftrictures, 
and  that  they  very  commonly  prove  effec- 
tual when  duly  perfifled  in. 

When  the  difcharge  proceeds  entirely 
from  flriclures,  it  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
foon  fubfide  on  thefe  being  removed ;  but 
when  it  continues  more  than  a  few  days 
after  the  bougies  are  withdrawn,  it  will 

be 


Sed.  II.  Of  Gleets.  21 1 

be  proper  to  employ  aftringent  injections 
in  order  to  carry  it  off.  Lime-water  an- 
fwers  well:  for  this  particular  purpofe, 
indeed,  it  anfwers  better  than  any  other 
form  of  injection  I  have  tried,  but  it  re- 
quires to  be  diluted  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  common  water. 

4.  The  laft  variety  of  Gleet  of  which 
we  have  to  take  notice  proceeds  from  a 
fwelled  ftate  of  the  proilate  gland,  and 
fucceeds,  as  we  have  already  had  occahon 
to  fee,  to  the  third  itage  of  Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta. 

In  treating  of  Gonorrhoea  the  fymptoms 
were  enumerated  by  which  affections  of 
the  proftate  gland  may  be  difcovered  ;  but 
we  have  no  certain  means  of  knowing  to 
what  extent  it  may  be  fwelled  but  by  ex- 
amination with  the  finger  in  ano. 

Befides  the  inconveniency  which  occurs 
here  from  the  difcharge  itfelf,  and  which 
is  common  to  this  with  every  variety  of 
Gleet,  there  is  always  a  good  deal  of  un- 
eahnefs,  and  even  pain,  produced  by  the 

P  2  fwell- 
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fwelling  of  this  gland,  which  excites  a 
more  frequent  defire  to  pafs  water  than 
any  other  variety  of  the  difeafe,  together 
with  a  fenfation  of  heat  and  fulnefs  over 
the  whole  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus. 
The  tenefmus  which  often  takes  place  is 
alfo  a  very  troublefome  fymptom. 

Gleet,  proceeding  from  this  caufe,  is 
fometimes  combined  with  other  varieties 
of  the  difeafe,  particularly  with  that  which 
was  lafl  defcribed.  In  this  cafe  the  dis- 
charge has  moft  frequently  the  appearance 
of  being  a  mixture  of  pus  and  mucus  ;  bat 
when  the  running  proceeds  entirely  from 
an  affection  of  the  proftate  gland,  it  is 
thinner  than  purulent  matter,  and,  al- 
though fometimes  tinged  of  a  white  or  yel- 
low colour,  it  is  more  frequently  of  the 
confiftence  and  colour  of  mucus.  This 
makes  it  often  be  miftaken  for  a  difcharge 
of  femen. 

No  injections  are  of  any  utility  in  this 
variety  of  Gleet ;  nor  is  any  advantage 
derived  from  bougies.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  both  apt  to  do  harm,  particularly 

a. 


Sea.  II.  Of  Gleets.  213 

a  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  a  prac- 
tice which  thofe  not  accuftomed  to  this 
branch  of  bufinefs  are  very  apt  to  fall  into. 
Swellings  of  this  gland  are  very  common- 
ly attended  with  fome  degree  of  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  palfage  of  urine,  and  when  this 
is  miftaken  for  ftriaures,  as  often  happens, 
bougies  are  immediately  advifed  in  order 
to  remove  it. 

Bougies,  however,  never  prove  ufeful 
here :  on  the  contrary,  they  very  com- 
monly irritate  the  gland  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  excite  both  an  increafe  of  the  pain 
and  of  the  difcharge. 

Opiates  are  the  remedies  upon  which 
we  place  mofl  dependence.  By  allaying 
irritation,  they  not  only  keep  the  patient 
free  from  pain,  but  in  doing  fo  they  tend 
more  than  any  other  remedy  to  leffen  the 
difcharge.  It  mull,  however,  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  they  act  chiefly  as  palliatives  ; 
but  the  mere  prevention  of  pain  is  a  point 
of  no  fmall  importance  in  a  difeafe  which 
otherwife  is  apt  to  render  the  patient  mi- 
ferable.    In  fpeaking  of  affections  of  this 

P  3  gland 
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gland  in  the  third  ftage  of  Gonorrhoea,  I 
advjfed  opiates  to  be  ufed  in  clyfters,  in- 
flead  of  being  taken  by  the  mouth.  They 
do  not,  in  this  form,  fo  readily  induce 
ficknefs,  and  they  ufually  prove  more  ef- 
fectual in  relieving  pain. 
,  In  feveral  inftances,  where  no  great  ad- 
vantage was  derived  from  all  the  quantity 
of  laudanum  that  durfh  be  given  by  the 
mouth,  patients  have  been  kept  eafy  by  a 
grain  or  two  of  opium  diffolved  in  afmall 
quantity  of  mucilage,  and  thrown,  from 
time  to  time,  into  the  rectum. 

Where  this  difeafe  occurs  in  fcrophu- 
lous  conftitutions,  an  occurrence  by  no 
means  uncommon,  hyocyamus,  cicuta, 
and  fea-bathing,  are  the  remedies  ufually 
employed ;  and  although  they  do  not  of- 
ten accomplifh  a  cure  where  the  gland  is 
much  fwelled,  yet  they  frequently  afford 
relief ;  and  {lighter  degrees  of  the  difeafe 
have,  in  fome  inftances,  been>  removed  by 
them  entirely. 

Some  practitioners,  as  I  have  already 
J;a4  occafion  to  remark,  give  mercury  in 
♦  every 
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every  variety  of  Gleet,  but  I  have  never 
known  any  advantage  derived  from  it, 
and  where  the  proftate  gland  is  affected  it 
very  commonly  does  harm. 

As  I  have  mentioned  above,  that  in 
Gleet  proceeding  from  flrictures  in  the 
urethra,  fome  flight  degree  of  ulceration 
takes  place,  it  may  be  imagined  that  mei> 
cury  ought  in  fuch  inftances  to  prove  ufe- 
ful,  from  its  well  known  powers  of  heal- 
ing venereal  ulcers.  It  is  not,  however, 
found  to  promote  the  cure  of  thefe  ulcera- 
tions ;  a  circumftance  that  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  farther  proof  of  the  difference 
between  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  and  Lues 
Venerea ;  for  if  affections  of  this  kind  were 
induced  by  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea, 
mercury  would  feldom  fail  in  curing  them, 
while  no  other  remedy  would  ever  prove 
fuccefsful.  But,  inftead  of  this,  I  have 
repeatedly  found,  that  no  advantage  is  de- 
rived from  mercury  in  the  treatment  of 
this  fymptom,  while  bougies,  when  pro- 
perly managed,  very  commonly  prove  ef- 
fectual. 

P  4  What 
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What  we  have  hitherto  faid  upon  the 
fubject  of  Gleet  re  lates  chiefly  to  the  dif- 
eafe  as  it  occurs  in  men,  it  being  in  them 
both  more  frequent,  and  of  much  more 
difficult  treatment  than  it  ufually  is  in 
women. 

We  often  meet  with  it,  however,  in  wo- 
men ;  but  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  is 
equally  difficult  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
fluor  albus,  as  in  a  former  feclion  we  have 
obferved  Gonorrhoea  to  be.  Referring  to 
what  was  then  faid  upon  the  means  of 
diftinguifliing  between  the  two  difeafes, 
we  fhall  at  prefent  proceed  fhortly  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  women  we  depend  entirely 
for  the  cure  of  Gleet  upon  a  proper  per- 
feverance  in  the  ufe  of  injections.  When 
after  a  due  continuance  of  fuch  as  we 
reckon  aftringent  *,  if  the  difcharge  ftill 
continues,  thofe  of  a  fbimulating  nature 
mould  be  employed,  particularly  Nos.  24 
and  25. 

When  the  difeafe  is  feated  in  the  vagina, 
$s  is  generally  the  cafe,  thefe  injections 

•  Vide  Appendix,  Nos.  18,  19,  and  20. 
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may  be  thrown  up  with  freedom ;  but 
when  the  difcharge  proceeds  from  the 
urethra  they  ought,  on  account  of  the  con- 
tiguity of  the  bladder,  as  we  had  occafion 
to  remark  in  a  former  fection,  to  be  thrown 
up  with  much  caution. 

In  women  I  have  fometimes  found  that 
a  Gleet  has  proceeded  from  ulceration 
within  the  verge  of  the  vagina.  In  fuch 
inflances  injections  have  little  or  no  in- 
fluence ;  and  as  fores  of  this  kind  are 
commonly  connected  with  Lues  Venerea, 
they  can  only  be  cured  by  a  courfe  of 
mercury. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that 
women  are  liable,  as  men  are,  to  excoria- 
tions from  the  acrimonious  nature  of  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea.  A  difcharge  of 
matter  from  this  caufe  will  be  mofh  readi- 
ly cured  by  aftringent  injections,  or  bath- 
ing the  parts  with  lime-water,  or  a  fatur- 
nine  folution. 

I  have  never  known  the  real  venereal 
flricture  occur  in  women.  ExcrefTences 
form  in  the  urethra  from  other  caufes ; 

but 
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but  ftriclure  from  Gonorrhoea  muft  ne- 
ceflarily,  in  this  fex,  be  a  rare  occurrence. 
If  it  is  ever  met  with,  bougies  muft  here, 
as  in  men,  be  depended  upon  for  a  cure. 


SECTION  III. 


Of  Impotency  from  Seminal  Weaknefs* 

"^^"E  here  mean  by  impotency  a  depri- 
vation of  the  power  of  propagating 
the  fpecies. 

This  may  proceed  from  various  caufes  ; 
but  it  is  that  variety  of  it  only  which  is 
ufually  fuppofed  to  arife  from  weaknefs 
in  the  feminal  vefTels  that  we  are  now  to 
confider. 

It  is  an  occurrence  which,  in  young 
people,  either  in  idea  or  reality,  takes  place 
daily  ;  and  as  it  proves  at  all  times  a  fource 
of  much  anxiety  and  diftrefs,  it  neceJffa- 

rily 
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rily  becomes  a  frequent  object  of  attention 
to  practitioners.  A  degree  of  debility  in- 
ducing want  of  mention  in  the  feminal 
veffels  is,  no  doubt,  occaiionally  met  with; 
but  the  ftrong  delire  which  Nature  has 
wifely  implanted  in  all  men  to  be  com- 
plete and  entire,  in  whatever  relates  to  the 
propagation  of  his  fpecies,  is  often,  in  early 
youth,  the  caufe  of  much  ill-founded  fufi. 
picion  on  this  point,  and  of  circumftances 
refnecting  it  being  confidered  as  real  which 
never  took  place. 

Thus  there  is  nothing  more  common 
than  young  people  fnppofing  they  are 
weak  and  debilitated,  on  perceiving  an 
oozing  of  mucus  from  the  urethra,  or  a 
difcharge  of  femen  when  at  flool.  The 
firft,  however,  is  natural  to  many  when  in 
full  health,  and  where  no  fufpicion  of 
weaknefs  exifts  ;  and  the  latter,  or  a  di£- 
charge  of  femen,  muft  at  all  times  be  the 
confequence  of  hardened  fceces  compref- 
fmg  the  veficulse  feminales,  when  thefe 
veffels  are  full  of  femen.  But  fufpicion 
on  this  point  being  once  awake,  it  is  often 

difficult, 
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difficult,  and  fometimes  impoffible,  to  re- 
move it ;  infomuch  that  many  have  been 
rendered  miferable  by  this  alone,  where 
no  veftige  of  difeafe  exifted. 

It  is  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  cer- 
tain proofs  of  weaknefs  in  the  feminal  vef- 
fels  when  a  difcharge  of  femen  inftantly 
fucceeds  to  an  erection,  or,  perhaps,  to  an 
imperfect  degree  of  it.  But  this  may  alfo 
happen  from  a  ftate  of  over-excitement  in 
the  other  parts  of  generation,  and  I  alfo 
believe  that  it  often  occurs  from  the  femi- 
nal fluid  being  collected  in  too  great  quan- 
tity in  the  vificulas  feminales,  I  have 
reafon  indeed  to  imagine,  as  will  appear 
in  the  fequel,  that  this  is  the  moft  fre- 
quent caufe  of  all  fuch  affections. 

It  may  be  faid,  if  the  difeafe  exifts,  and 
the  patient  is  rendered  completely  impotent, 
that  the  caufe  of  his  being  fo  is  a  point  of 
little  importance.  It  will  appear,  however, 
that  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  for  while 
real  impotency  is  in  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  to  be  confidered  as  incurable,  we 
have  it  in  our  power,  perhaps,  in  molt 

in- 
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inftances  of  approach  to  this  ftate,  to 
accomplifh  a  cure. 

In  the  laft  fection  we  have  f.en  that 
Gleet  proceeds  at  one  time  from  an  affec- 
tion of  the  glands  in  other  parts  of  the 
urethra,  but  in  fome  cafes  that  it  arifes 
from  a  fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland. 
When  this  exifts  for  any  length  of  time, 
we  find  that  not  only  the  duel:  of  the  pro- 
ftate gland  becomes  weak  and  relaxed, 
but  that  a  lofs  of  tone  takes  place  in  fome 
of  the  contiguous  parts,  particularly  in  the 
excretory  duels  of  the  venculse  feminales  ; 
infomuch  that  a  great  proportion  of  all 
who  have  long  laboured  under  Gleet  from 
affections  of  this  gland,  have  likewife  been 
liable,  in  fome  degree,  to  feminal  weak- 
nefs. It  is  well  known  that  long  conti- 
nued Gleets  are  often  the  caufe  of  Impo- 
tency.  For  the  moft  part,  it  is  fuppefed, 
that  this  happens  from  the  general  debi- 
lity which  they  induce.  In  fome  inftan- 
ces this  may  be  the  cafe  ;  but  I  have  much 
reafon  to  think  that  they  act  much  more 
frequently  by  inducing  a  local  weaknefs 

only 
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only  in  the  parts  deflined  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  femen.  This  I  conclude  to  be 
the  cafe  from  this  kind  of  debility  taking 
place  where  there  is  no  appearance  what- 
ever of  general  weaknefs,  for  inftances  of- 
ten occur  in  conftitutions  apparently  firm 
and  healthy,  of  fuch  degrees  of  weaknefs 
in  the  feminal  organs,  that  emimons  take 
place,  not  merely  from  partial  erections 
and  lafcivious  ideas,  but  from  the  ordi- 
nary friction  applied  to  the  penis  in  riding 
and  walking,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  from 
the  effect  of  heat  alone,  whether  excited 
by  wine,  exercife,  or  fitting  near  a  fire. 

In  people  who  have  fuffered  much  from 
frequent  returns  of  Gonorrhoea,  particu- 
larly where  Gleet  has  taken  place  from 
the  caufe  I  have  mentioned,  I  have  known 
feveral  inftances  of  the  femen  running  off 
by  the  flighteft  application  of  any  of  the 
caufes  juft  enumerated. 

The  local  weaknefs  thus  induced  in 
thefe  parts  by  Gleet  feems  very  much  to 
refemble  the  effects  of  Onanifm  ;  a  habit 
fo  baneful  to  many  of  our  youth,  that  I 

believe 
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believe  it  to  be  more  deftructive  in  its  con- 
feqnences  than  a  great  proportion  of  all 
the  difeafes  to  which  in  early  life  they  are 
liable.  Were  it  to  prove  hurtful  to  thofe 
only  whofe  felf-indulgence  gives  rife  to  it, 
there  would  be  lefs  caufe  to  regret  the  ef- 
fects of  it ;  but,  bendes  rendering  the  pa- 
rent himfelf  miferable,  it  evidently  entails 
the  higher!  diftrefs  upon  polterity,  by  ge- 
nerating languor,  debility,  and  difeafe, 
inftead  of  that  ftrength  of  conftitution, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  enjoy- 
ment. 

Some,  I  know,  have  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  upon  this  point,  and  ima- 
gine that  no  bad  effects  are  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  habit  of  which  we  are  now 
fpeaking  *.  But  this  is  fo  directly  contrary 
to  the  experience  of  others,  and  I  have 
had  fo  many  inflances  in  the  courfe  of  my 
own  practice  of  conftitutions  being  irre- 
trievably ruined  by  indulgence  in  it,  that 
I  cannot  avoid,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 

*  Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  by  John  Hun- 
ter, chap.  xii. 

giving 
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giving  my  opinion  of  it :  nor  docs  it  ap- 
pear that  any  benefit  could  refult  to  fo- 
ciety  from  a  contrary  opinion  being  ad- 
mitted, even  allowing  it  to  be  well  found- 
ed ;  for  although  no  immediate  harm 
might  enfue  from  it  to  the  conftitution, 
it  ought  to  be  difcouraged  as  unnatural; 
and  from  its  tending  to  divert  the  atten- 
tion from  an  enjoyment  of  a  much  fupe- 
rior  kind.  While,  therefore,  there  is  much 
caufe  to  confider  the  practice  as  highly 
dangerous  to  all  who  follow  it,  and  while 
fuch  a  propenfity  prevails  towards  it  in 
that  early  age  when  boys  cannot  form  a 
judgment  of  its  deleterious  tendency,  I 
confider  it  as  incumbent  on  thofe  who 
write  upon  it  to  paint  it  and  the  baneful 
effects  which  refult  from  it  in  their  true 
and  proper  colours. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  variety  of  Impo- 
tency, whether  it  has  been  induced  by 
Onanifm,  or  whether  it  be  the  confequence 
of  Gleet,  it  is  proper  to  difiinguifh  it  into 
two  ftages.  The  one,  fo  far  as  I  have 
feen,  being  of  a  nature  that  does  not  ad- 
mit of  any  certain  remedy,  while  the  other 

may, 
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may,  in  mod  inftahces,  be  completely 
cured.  Many  confider  it  fo  certainly  as 
incurable  that  the  patient  is  led  to  defpair 
from  the  firft  approach  of  it,  and  the  opi- 
nion is  often  unfortunately  realized  mere* 
ly  from  the  caufe  I  have  mentioned,  our 
not  diftinguifliing  the  two  ftages  of  the 
difeafe,  and  allowing  that  which  I  fuppofe 
may  be  eafily  removed,  to  proceed  without 
any  attempt  for  this  purpofe,  to  that  ftate 
of  it,  which,  in  raoft  inftances,  may  be 
confidered  as  incurable. 

Practitioners  are  frequently  applied  to 
by  young  men  labouring  under  what  I 
lhall  term  the  firft  ftage  of  Gleet ;  who, 
finding  that  a  feminal  difcharge  takes 
place  from  the  {lighten:  caufes,  perhaps 
merely  from  their  being  in  company  with 
women ;  from  lafcivibus  dreams ;  or  from 
the  parts  of  generation  being  in  any  degree 
overheated, begin  to  be  afraid  that  they  mail 
never  again  have  the  power  of  retention, 
and  conclude  therefore  that  they  cannot 
with  propriety  enter  into  a  matrimonial 
connection.    We  often  find  that  they  ad- 

Vol.  I.  mit 
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mitOnanifm  to  havebeentheprimarycaufe 
of  their  diftrefs,  although,  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  perhaps  for  a  number  of  years, 
they  affert,  and  with  no  reafon  on  our 
part  to  doubt  them,  that  they  have  been 
entirely  out  of  the  practice  of  it. 

In  this  lituation,  whatever  may  be  the 
appearance  and  habit  of  body  of  the  pa- 
tient, {lengthening  aftringent  remedies 
are  preferibed^  fuch  as  bark,  iteel,  balfam 
of  copaiba,  cold  bathing,  &c.  ;  and  what- 
ever are  his  views,  he  is  advifed  to  avoid 
matrimony  and  all  venereal  intercourfes. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes,  however, 
I  am  convinced  that  this  practice  and  this 
advice  are  erroneous.  Following  the  bulk 
of  practitioners,  I  eafily  adopted  them  5 
but  no  good  refnlting  from  them  I  have 
long  fince  relinquifhed  them,  and  I  have 
feldom  failed  of  fuccefs  by  advinng  niea- 
fures  of  an  oppolitc  nature. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  all  that  are  in- 
jured by  this  deftructive  habit,  a  morbid 
irritability  of  the  organs  of  generation 
feemsto  be  excited.    By  this  a  greater 

quan- 
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quantity  of  the  feminal  fluid  is  fecreted 
than  the  veficulae  feminales  can  retain  :  in 
confequence  of  which,  it  either  burfts  out 
during  nocturnal  dreams,  or  is  ealily  ex- 
cited to  flow  by  the  application  of  any  of 
the  caufes  above-mentioned. 

Even  after  the  habit  has  been  long  left 
off  I  have  known  the  effects  of  it  continue 
in  a  very  diftrefsful  degree,  and  I  conclude 
that  they  proceed  chiefly  from  too  plenti- 
ful a  fecretion  of  femen,  from  the  nature 
of  the  remedy  which  in  molt  inftances 
has  proved  fuccefsful. 

Ihftead  of  advifing  abftinence  from  wo- 
men, I  always  inculcate  as  frequent  con- 
nection as  natural  delires  feem  to  require ; 
and  when  matrimony  is  in  view,  inflead 
of  being  afraid  of  it,  as  often  happens  with 
this  clafs  of  patients,  from  a  fear  of  their 
not  performing  the  functions  of  it  proper- 
ly, I  uniformly  hold  it  forth  as  the  molt 
certain  remedy. 

The  idea  of  inability  is  fo  ftrongly  pre- 
valent with  many,  that  they  are  with  dif- 
ficulty prevailed  upon  to  make  the  at- 

Q^2  tempt ; 
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tempt ;  but  the  effects  of  it  are  fo  certain* 
that  with  patients  in  fuch  circumftances 
as  we  are  now  confidering,  it  may  always 
be  advifcd  with  the  greatefl  confidence  of 
fuccefs.  Nor  is  the  amftance  of  other  re- 
medies required  in  this  plan  of  cure  ;  at 
leaft  in  various  inftances,  patients,  who, 
for  many  years  together  had  been  almofl 
conftantly  taking  fuch  remedies  as  they 
judged  to  be  of  an  invigorating  nature, 
without  any  advantage  refulting  from 
them,  and  who  therefore  were  induced  to 
confider  their  complaints  as  incurable, 
have,  on  laying  all  of  thefe  afide,  become 
completely  and  entirely  well  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  weeks  after  marriage.  The  irri- 
tability of  the  organs  was  thus  diminifhed ; 
the  morbid  increafe  of  the  fecretion  was 
removed  ;  and  the  feminal  receptacles,  not 
being  over  diftended,  were  foon  found  to 
be  endowed  with  a  fufncient  degree  of  re- 
tention. 

This  being  a  very  frequent  variety  of 
the  difeafe,  I  can  fpeak  of  it,  and  of  the  re- 
medies emploved  in  it,  with  Tome  degree 

of 
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of  certainty ;  and  I  can  with  confidence 
fay,  that  none  of  thofe  commonly  advifed 
have  ever,  in  the  courfe  of  my  obfervation, 
had  any  obvious  influence ;  while  the 
plan  I  have  pointed"  out  very  generally 
furpaffes  in  its  effects  all  that  the  patient 
could  hope  from  it. 

When  a  fwelled  ftate  of  the  proflate 
gland  is  connected,  as  I  have  fometimes 
found,  with  this  variety  of  the  difeafe,  it 
neceffarily  renders  the  event  more  doubt- 
ful, and  the  effect:,  even  of  this  and  every 
other  remedy,  more  uncertain.  But  even 
here  the  courfe  I  have  advifed  will  fome- 
times prove  fuccefsful.  It  will  not  remove 
any  affection  of  the  gland,  but  where  the 
difeafe  of  that  organ  is  not  in  a  great  de- 
gree, it  proves  equally  effectual  in  remov- 
ing the  other,  as  if  the  gland  was  entirely 
found ;  and  this  obviates  one  of  the  great- 
eft  fources  of  mifery  to  the  patient. 

It  may  be  faid  that  while  this,  or  any 
other  variety  of  Gleet  exifts,  the  remedy 
I  have  pointed  out  cannot  with  any  pro- 
priety be  advifed,  from  the  rifk  of  com- 

Q  \  muni- 
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municating  infection.  We  know,  how- 
ever, that  real  Gleet  does  not  communicate 
infection  to  others  ;  and  the  means  of  dif- 
tinguifliing  it  from  Gonorrhoea  are  by  no 
means  equivocal.  Many  inflances  have 
fallen  within  my  own  obfervation,  and 
others  mufl  often  meet  with  it,  of  this 
being  clearly  the  cafe.  I  know,  at  this 
time,  feveral  inflances  of  men  who  have 
been  married  for  many  years,  who,  during 
the  whole  period,  have  laboured  under 
different  varieties  of  Gleet,  and  who  have 
never  communicated  the  difeafe  either  to 
their  wives  or  children.  Gleet  in  men 
feems  to  be  equally  uncapable  with  fluor 
albus  in  women  to  communicate  infec- 
tion. 

In  that  ftage  of  the  difeafe  which  we 
have  jufl  been  confidering,  a  cure,  we  ob- 
ferve,  may,  perhaps,  in  every  inflance,  be 
accomplifhed.  But  when  it  has  been  of 
fuch  duration  as  to  form  what  may  more 
properly  be  termed  feminal  weaknefs,  and 
what  I  fhall  term  the  fecond  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  a  very  different  profpect  prefents 

itfclf* 
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itfelf.  The  patient  may  even,  in  very  acL 
vanced  periods  of  the  difeafe,  derive  adr 
vantage  from  a  well-regulated  diet  and 
other  circumftances,  by  which  his  iitua- 
tion  will  be  rendered  much  more  comfort- 
able than  it  otherwife  would  be ;  but  in 
this  fituation  a  complete  removal  of  the 
difeafe  is  fcarcely  to  be  expected :  at  leaft 
little  dependence  is  to  be  placed  upon  the 
remedies  ufually  employed  for  this  pui> 
pofe. 

This  very  diflrefsful  ftage  of  feminal 
weaknefs  is  often  the  confequence  of 
Onanifm  long  perfifted  in  ;  and  it  is,  as  we 
have  remarked,  the  frequent  confequence 
of  Gonorrhoea  and  Gleet.  In  all  luch 
cafes  the  difeafe  teems  to  proceed  from 
real  weaknefs,  or  debility  in  the  excretory 
ducts  of  the  venculas  feminales ;  for  it 
commonly  happens  where  the  whole  fy- 
ftem  is  much  relaxed  and  emaciated ; 
where  there  is  therefore  no  caufe  to  imar 
gine  that  it  can  arife  from  too  plentiful  a 
formation  of  femen ;  and  of  which,  indeed, 
we  often  meet  with  a  very  decifive.  proof, 

Q^4  from 
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from  a  conftant  mucous-kind  of  oozing 
being  perceived  in  the  urethra,  while  no 
ordinary  caufe  of  excitement  is  capable  of 
producing  any  regular  difcharge  or  emif- 
fion  of  femen. 

*  In  this  fituation  a  variety  of  remedies 
5  are  employed,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  re- 
flore  and  invigorate  the  tone  of  the  weak-' 
ened  parts ;  fuch  as  bark,  fteel,  balfamum 
copaiba,  and  cold  bathing.  At  other  times, 
where  the  difeafe  is  fuppbfed  to  proceed 
from  a  deficiency  of  femen,  provocatives 
are  prefcribed ;  fuch  as  high  feafoned 
foods,  all  the  terebinthenate  balfams,  and 
cantharides.  But  although  I  have  had 
many  opportunities  of  obferving  a  com- 
plete trial  of  thefe,  I  never  knew  any  ad- 
vantage derived  from  them.  The  only 
courfe,  which  in  fuch  circumflances  I  ever 
knew  prove  ufeful,  was  fuch  as  merely 
tended  to  reftore  the  patient  to  his  ufual 
flate  of  health.  If  Onanifm  has  induced  the 
difeafe,  nothing  will  afford  even  the  chance 
of  a  recovery  till  this  is  left  off.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  caufe  of  it,  he  ought 

to 
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to  be  put  upon  a  nouriming  diet ;  and  he 
mould  live  in  an  elevated,  dry  fituation. 
Sea-bathing  mould  be  advifed ;  and  col- 
t:  /enefs,  with  every  thing  that  might  tend 
to  irritate  the  parts  chiefly  affected,  mould 
be  avoided. 

With  a  view  to  leffen  that  degree  of  ir- 
ritability with  which  this  difeafe  is  ufually 
connected,  opiates  have  been  advifed  ;  but 
although  I  have  often  given  them  a  full 
trial,  I  never  knew  any  real  advantage  ob- 
tained  from  them.  On  the  contrary,  they 
have  often  appeared  to  do  harm ;  for  al- 
though they  procure  reft,  yet  the  fleep 
which  they  give  is  always  difturbed  ;  the 
patient  awakes  in  a  ftate  of  more  anxiety 
and  diftrefs  than  he  experienced  on  going 
to  bed ;  and  when  opiates  are  habitually 
ufed,  coftivenefs  can  fcarcely  be  prevented 
but  by  means  of  remedies  which  in  this 
fituation  ought  not  to  be  given. 

Hemlock  is  often  ufed  here  ;  but  I  have 
never  known  any  obvious  advantage  de- 
rived from  it.  Hyocyamus,  by  acting  as 
an  anodyne,  while  it  does  not  produce 

co  (live- 
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coftivenefs,  has  in  different  inftances  ap- 
peared to  prove  ferviceable.  One  grain 
of  the  extract  may  be  given  at  firft, 
and  the  dofe  increafed  in  a  gradual  man- 
ner to  three,  five,  fix,  eight,  and  even  ten 
grains. 

Conceiving,  from  fome  circumftances 
connected  with  the  difeafe,  as  well  as  from 
many  of  the  fymptoms  which  enfue  from 
it,  that  it  may  in  fome  inftances  be  of  the 
fame  nature  with  paralyfis,  I  have,  in  fe- 
veral  cafes,  aclvifed  electricity,  and  in  one 
or  two  of  thefe  it  appeared  to  prove  fer- 
viceable, but  never  fo  decidedly  as  to  en? 
able  me  to  fpeak  of  it  with  confidence. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Of  Obfruclions  in  the  Urethra  from  Gofior- 
rba?a  Virulenta. 

TTTHEN  fpeaking  of  Gleet  we  had  oc- 
casion to  obferve  that  it  is  often 
the  confequence  of  Obftructions  in  the 
Urethra.  But  Gleet,  although  the  caufe 
of  fome  inconvenience  and  diflrefs,  is  by- 
no  means  the  fymptom  of  molt  import- 
ance with  which  Obftrucfions  are  accom- 
panied. Strictures  may  take  place  in  a 
certain  extent,  without  giving  much 
uneafinefs,  but  whenever  they  arrive  at 
fuch  a  height  as  to  impede  the  flow  of 
urine,  they  prove  always  the  caufe  of  dif- 
trefs  and  mifery  to  the  patient,  and  of 
much  embarraffment  to  the  practitioner. 

Obftructions  proceeding  from  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta  may  be  reduced  to  four 

general 
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general  heads;  tumours  in  the  fub fiance  of 
the  urethra  and  contiguous  parts  ;  fpafmo- 
dic  affections  of  the  urethra  ;  caruncles,  or 
flefhy  excrefences,  in  the  urethra;  and 
ftrictures,  properly  fo  called. 

§  2. 

Of  Tumours  in  the  Subftance  of  the  Urethra 
and  contiguous  Parts, 

WE  have  already  had  occafion  to 
fpeak  of  Tumours,  or  fwellings  of  the 
proftate  gland,  of  fwellings  of  Cowper's 
glands,  and  of  the  other  fmaller  glands 
of  the  urethra.  All  of  thefe  produce 
obflrudtion  to  the  flow  of  urine  when- 
ever they  become  of  fuch  a  fize  as  to 
diminifh,  in  any  degree,  the  magnitude 
of  that  canal. 

Referring  to  what  has  already  been  faid 
Upon  this  part  of  our  fubjec"t,  I  have  at 
prefent  to  obferve,  that  in  the  commence- 
ment of  all  Tumours  in  thefe  parts,  we 
ought,  by  every  method  in  our  power,  to 

endea- 
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endeavour  to  remove  them  by  difcmTion^ 
for  which  purpofe  local  and  general  blood- 
letting are  the  remedies  chiefly  to  be  de- 
pended on  ;  and  as  thefe,  when  carried  a 
fufhcient  length,  and  when  aflifted  by  a 
cooling  regimen,  and  the  external  ufe  of 
cold  faturnine  applications,  feldom  fail  in 
removing  them,  they  Ihould  always  be 
perfifted  in  as  long  as  there  is  the  leaft 
chance  of  their  proving  ferviceable.  For 
although  tumours  in  this  fituation  are  of- 
ten eahly  removed  after  fuppuration  has 
taken  place,  by  the  matter  being  freely 
difcharged,  and  the  fore  treated  in  the 
ufual  way,  yet,  before  arriving  at  this  fize,> 
a  good  deal  of  diftrefs  always  occurs  from 
them,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  the  fores 
heal  with  difficulty,  while  in  others  the 
matter  burfts  into  the  urethra,  where  it 
continues  often  during  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient to  excite  a  great  deal  of  diftrefs. 

In  others  again  it  burfts  into  the  fcro- 
tum,  and  from  thence  into  the  furround- 
ing  cellular  fubftance,  and  openings  form- 
ing in  confequence  of  this,  commonly  be- 
tween 
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tween  the  lcrotum  and  anus,  a  very  trouble- 
fome  difeafe  is  thus  produced,  termed  fiftu- 
la  in  perineo*. 

It  is  therefore  obvious  that  it  is  much 
for  the  advantage  of  the  patient  that  all 
tumours  of  this  kind  mould  be  removed 
by  difcivmon ;  but  when  our  endeavours 
for  this  purpofe  do  not  fucceed,  and  when 
fuppuration  takes  place,  we  have  it  Often 
in  our  power  to  prevent  many  of  the  bad 
confequences  which  ©therwife  are  apt  to 
enfue.  By  opening  fuch  tumours  imme- 
diately on  matter  being  perceived  in  them 
we  prevent  the  rifk  of  their  burning  into 
the  fcrotum  and  urethra,  fo  that  in  this 
fituation  we  ought  never  to  wait  till  they 
are  fo  fully  maturated  as  otherwife  might 
be  proper  :  and  when  once  they  have  come 
fo  far  as  to  render  it  proper  to  difcharge 
the  matter,  it  ought  to  be  done,  as  we  have 
formerly' obferved,  by  making  an  opening 
the  whole  length  of  the  tumour.  This 
prevents  the  matter  from  lodging,  and 
from   infmuating   into  the  contiguous 

*  For  the  treatment  of  this  vide  Syftem  of  Surgery, 
chapter  sr. 
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parts,  while  the  fores  which  enfue  heal 
more  kindly  than  they  ufually  do  when 
fmaller  openings  have  been  made. 

Among  other  confequences  which  fome- 
times  occur  from  matter  burfting  from 
abfceffes  in  this  fituation  into  the  conti- 
guous parts,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that 
the  mod  diftrefsful  effects  occur  from 
its  finding  accefs  to  the  corpus  caver- 
nofum  of  the  penis.  It  ufually  fpreads 
fuddenly  over  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 
penis ;  fmall  openings  take  place  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  fwelling,  at  which  the 
matter  is  difcharged ;  and  thefe  are  al- 
ways very  difficult  to  heal :  or,  if  the  mat- 
ter does  not  find  a  vent  in  this  manner,  it 
either  burfts  into  the  urethra,  or  the  fur- 
rounding  parts  are  apt  to  mortify. 

When  mortification  occurs  in  this  fitu- 
ation  it  either  foon  proves  fatal,  or  termi- 
nates in  the  entire  lofs  of  the  penis  ;  for  a 
flop  is  feldom  put  to  the  difeafe  till  all  the 
parts  furrounding  the  urethra  are  deftroy- 
ed,  when  amputation  of  the  remainder 
becomes  unavoidable.  Indeed  the  hsemor- 
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rhagy  which  is  apt  to  occur  from  deep- 
feated  mortification  of  the  penis  is  com- 
monly of  itfelf  a  fufficient  motive  for  am- 
putation being  advifed,  for  we  can  feldom 
put  an  effectual  flop  to  the  difcharge  till 
the  mortified  parts  are  all  removed. 

For  preventing  mortification  in  this 
fituation  from  fpreading,  opium  has  been 
recommended.  I  have  certainly  obferved 
it  prove  ufeful  in  gangrene,  both  in  thefe 
parts  and  in  others  ;  but  more  dependence 
is  for  the  moft  part  to  be  placed  upon  a 
plentiful  ufe  of  bark.  Whether  or  not 
opiates  act  in  the  cure  of  gangrene  as  an- 
tefeptics,  is  not,  or,  perhaps,  Cannot  be  as- 
certained. I  rather  believe  that  they  do 
not ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
prove  ferviceable  only  by  allaying  irrita- 
tion. In  this  manner  they  may  be  em- 
ployed with  advantage  wherever  gangrene 
appears  to  be  the  confequence  of  a  high 
degree  of  inflammation.  By  lefTening  or 
removing  pain  they  may  diminifh  the 
caufe  of  exertion  in  the  veffels  of  the  part 
affected,  and  may  thus  tend  to  prevent 
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mortification  from  extending  fo  far  as  it 
otjierwife  might  do;  but  I  have  never 
known  them  prove  ufeful  where  the  di£- 
eafe  feemed  to  depend  upon  lofs  of  tone, 
either  of  the  part  itfelf,  or  of  the  confti- 
tution. 

Of  Spafmodic  Objiruclions  of  the  Urethra. 

IRRITATION  of  the  Urethra,  from 
whatever  caufe  it  proceeds,  has  an  evident 
effect  in  lefTening  the  diameter  of  the  paf- 
fage.  Hence,  in  cafes  of  ftone  in  the 
bladder,  the  irritation,  and  confequent 
contraction  of  the  urethra,  is  fometimes  f<^ 
great  that  a  ftaff,  even  of  a  moderate  fize, 
cannot  be  introduced.  Stones  in  the  kid- 
ney have  frequently  the  fame  effect.  Nay, 
I  have  known  this  contraction  of  the  ure- 
thra induced  by  fand  pafling  along  the 
ureters.  In  like  manner  the  irritation 
produced  in  the  urethra  by  Gonorrhoea, 
is  in  fome  cafes  fo  great  as  to  excite  con* 
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traction  of  the  paffage  in  a  very  diflrefsful 
degree.  I  have  known  the  urine  fo  com- 
pletely obftructed  by  this  alone,  as  to  give 
caufe  to  fufpect  that  ftrictures  were  form- 
ed of  the  mod  alarming  nature  ;  in  which 
_  neither  ftaff,  catheter,  nor  bougie,  could  be 
introduced,  but  with  more  force  than  can 
ever  with  fafety  be  applied. 

We  judge  that  obftruc'tion  proceeds 
from  this  caufe,  when  at  one  time  it  oc- 
curs in  a  fevere  degree,  and  foon  there- 
after, perhaps  in  the  ipace  of  a  few  hours, 
it  appears  to  be  entirely  or  nearly  gone. 
Of  this  I  have  met  with  various  inftances  ; 
in  which,  from  the  anxiety  of  the  patient, 
and  from  fufpicion  of  a  more  inveterate 
kind  of  ftricture,  repeated  attempts  have 
been  made  in  vain  to  pafs  a  bougie,  and 
in  which  the  ftoppage  has  gone  off  entire- 
ly upon  the  exhibition  of  a  dofe  of  lauda- 
num, or  rubbing  the  perineum  with  ano- 
dyne balfam. 

As  the  urethra  itfelf  does  not  appear  to 
be  mufcular,  as  a  fmall  portion  of  it  only 
can  be  comprefled  by  the  mufcles  of  the 
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penis,  and  as  the  obitruction  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking  occurs  in  parts  of  the 
pafTage  where  thefe  mufcles  do  not  exiit, 
it  has  been  imagined  that  this  temporary 
acceflion  of  ftricture  mult  be  owing  to 
lome  other  caufe.  It  may  perhaps  happen 
that  the  violent  irritation  excited  by  chor- 
dee  may  in  fome  inftances  province  fuch 
einifion  into  the  cellular  parts  of  the  penis 
as  may  comprefs  the  urethra  ;  and  that 
this  may  foon  be  removed  by  abforption, 
on  the  irritation  by  which  it  was  produced 
being  taken  away.  But  although  this 
may  be  the  cafe  in  a  few  inftances,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  not  a  frequent  occur- 
ence, and  that  the  urethra  irielf  is  endow- 
ed with  a  contractile  power,  by  which, 
for  the  moft  part,  this  kind  of  obftruction 
is  uroduced. 

Were  it  to  proceed  from  any  kind  of1 
effuhon  comprcmng  the  urethra,  the  tume- 
faction thus  produced  would  be  obvious. 
Partial  circumlcribed  tumours  would 
either  be  difcovered  in  the  courfe  of  the 
urethra,  or  the  whole  body  of  the  penis,^ 
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or  a  considerable  part  of  it,  would  be 
fwelled.  We  do  not  find,  however,  that 
this  is  apt  to  happen  ;  at  leaft,  in  molt  cafes 
of  this  kind  no  tumefaction  of  the  penis 
is  perceptible. 

This  kind  of  fpafm  or  cramp  occurs  oc- 
cafionally  in  every  part  of  the  urethra.  I 
have  met  with  it  within  an  inch  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  glans,  but  for  the  moft  part 
it  happens  behind  the  fcrotum,  or  nearer 
the  proftate  gland,  in  the  membranous 
part  of  the  pafTage. 

In  the  treatment  of  Obftruction  in  the 
Urethra  it  is  a  matter  of  the  firft  import- 
ance to  determine  the  caufe  by  which  it 
is  produced.  It  is  particularly  neceffary 
to  diftinguim  between  obftruction  arifing 
from  fpafm,  and  that  which  proceeds  from 
ftricture  of  the  pafTage.  In  the  latter, 
bougies,  as  we  mail  afterwards  fee,  are  al- 
moft  the  only  remedies  upon  which  we 
can  depend,  while,  in  cafes  of  fpafm, 
they  very  .commonly  do  harm.  In  the 
one  they  remove  the  difeafe  by  acting  as 
wedges  ;  in  the  other  they  add  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  contraction  by  increafmg  the 
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irritability  by  which  it  was  at  firft  ex- 
cited. 

As  the  degree  of  obftruction  produced 
by  fpafm  alone  is,  in  fome  inftances,  equal 
to  what  ufually  occurs  from  the  molt  ob- 
ftinate  kind  of  ftricture,  it  is  only  from 
an  exact  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe  by  which  we  can  judge  of 
the  difference. 

When  the  flow  of  urine  has  at  firft  been 
perceived  to  be  flightly  obftructed,  and 
when  this  has  gradually  become  worfe, 
without  ever  being  in  any  inftance  mater 
rially  better,  there  will  be  much  caufe  to 
imagine  that  it  proceeds  from  a  caufe  of  a 
fixed  nature  :  while,  on  the  contrary,  how- 
ever complete  an  obftruction  may  be,  if  it 
came  on  fuddenly,  and  if  it  frequently 
becomes  quickly  well  without  any  obvious 
reafon,  there  will  be  no  caufe  to  doubt  of 
its  proceeding  from  fpafm. 

We  find  too,  in  obftruction  proceeding 
from  caufes  of  a  more  fixed  nature,  that 
fome  pain  is  always  difcovered  at  one  or 
more  fixed  points.  In  fome  cafes  a  degree 
pf  hardnefs  is  perceived  on  the  urethra 
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being  prelTed  at  thefe  points  ;  while  in 
others,  although  nothing  can  be  difcover- 
ed  011  external  prefTure,  the  patient  feels  a 
degree  of  heat  and  pain,  as  if  the  parts  af- 
fected were  excoriated,  or  even  ulcerated. 
Befides,  in  real  ftricture,  a  difcharge  of 
matter  very  univerfally  takes  place  from 
the  urethra ;  forming,  as  we  have  already 
had  occafion  to  fee,  a  very  frequent  caufe 
of  Gleet.  But  in  obftruclion  proceeding 
from  fpafm,  any  pain  which  occurs  in 
the  urethra  does  not  proceed  from  one 
point.  It  appears  to  be  more  diffufed ; 
and  is  feldom  in  any  diftrefsful  degree,  if 
it  be  not  by  the  ftoppage  which  it  gives  to 
the  flow  of  urine.  No  particular  fpot  is 
difcovered  to  be  hard  or  fore  upon  prefTure, 
and  a  difcharge  of  matter  does  not  necef- 
farily  take  place  in  it. 

Spafm,  indeed,  may  be  accompanied 
with  a  flow  of  matter  from  the  urethra. 
This  will  always  happen  where  Gonor- 
rhoea or  Gleet  have  previously  exifted ; 
but  it  will  never,  on  enquiry,  be  found  to 
be  the  caufe  of  the  difcharge. 

The 
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The  remedies  to  be  employed  for  the 
removal  of  this  variety  of  obftruction  are, 
warm  emollients,  anodynes,  blood-letting, 
blifters,  and  electricity.  Bougies,  in  ter- 
rain circumftances,  may  be  alio  employed. 

Rubbing  the  parts  affected,  whether  the 
perineum,  or  more  anterior  parts  of  the 
penis  with  warm  oil,  proves  fometimes 
ufeful.  Oil,  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
camphor,  and  Goulard's  form  of  the  un- 
guentum  faturninum,  when  applied  warm 
to  the  parts  affected,  aifo  tend  to  remove 
this  caufe  of  obftruction.  I  have  fome- 
times known  it  inftantaneoufly  removed 
by  fomenting  the  perineum  with  a  decoc- 
tion of  chamomile  flowers  or  althea,  or  by 
the  application  of  a  bladder  filled  with, 
warm  water. 

The  common  anodyne  balfam  makes 
an  ufeful  application  here.  The  parts  in 
which  the  fpafm  is  feated  mould  not  only 
be  rubbed  with  it,  but  pledgets  immerfed 
in, it  mould  be  kept  conftantly  applied  to 
them.  But. one  of  the  moft  powerful  an- 
tifpafmodics  among  external  applications 
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is,  a  mixture  compofed  of  three  parts  of 
laudanum  and  one  of  aether. 

Frequently,  however,  little  or  no  advan-* 
tage  is  derived  from  the  external  applica-^ 
tion  of  anodynes  ;  while  opium,  given  in- 
ternally, is  productive  of  the  beft  effects. 
Forty  drops  of  laudanum,  given  by  the 
mouth,  will  often  remove  a  fpafm  of  the 
urethra  that  has  refilled  every  variety  of 
this  remedy  applied)to  the  fkin ;  and  when 
thrown  up  the  rectum,  in  the  form  of  in?- 
jection,  it  proves  (till  more  effectual  in  re^- 
moving  pain,  irritation,  and  fpafm  about 
the  anus,  and  in  the  organs  of  urine  and 
generation,  than  when  received  into  the 
flomach. 

Whether  this  may  proceed  from  the  re- 
medy getting  more  nearly  into  contact 
with  the  nerves  of  the  difeafed  parts,  or 
whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  it,  is  perhaps 
difficult' to  determine;  but,  from  much 
experience  of  their  effects,  I  am  convinced, 
that  in  all  fuch  affections,  opiates  prove 
mofl  powerful  when  given  in  this  manner. 
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In  plethoric  conflitutions  blood-letting 
is  often  the  moft  effectual  remedy,  not 
only  in  carrying  off  the  frafm  which  pre- 
fently  fubfifts,  but  in  preventing  returns 
of  it  in  future.  Befides  the  difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  arm  in  quantities  propor- 
tioned to  the  flrength  of  the  patient, 
leeches  mould  be  applied  along  the  courfe 
of  the  affected  parts,  and  they  feldom  fail 
where  the  conflitution  can  fupport  the 
evacuation,  of  giving  very  effectual  relief. 

From  an  idea  of  fpafmodic  affections 
proceeding  in  moft  inflances  from  what  is 
termed  a  weaknefs  of  nerves,  and  from  a 
dread  which  very  univerfally  prevails,  of 
all  fuch  affections  being  rendered  worfe 
by  blood-letting,  this  is  a  remedy  we  find 
very  rarely  employed.  But  it  is  proper 
here,  as  well  as  in  fimilar  affections  of 
Other  parts,  to  obferve,  that  morbid  irri- 
tability may  be  excited  by  caufes  of  a  very 
oppohte  nature.  It  fometimes  takes  place 
where  the  conflitution  is  relaxed  and  re- 
duced •  and,  in  fuch  circumftances,  evacu- 
ations of  every  kind  very  commonly  do 
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harm.  But  it  more  frequently  happens 
from  a  flate  of  plethora,  in  which  blood- 
letting proves  the  moll  certain  remedy, 
and  where  opiates,  warm  bathing,  and 
other  antifpafmodics  are  often  ufed  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  without  any  effect 
refulting  from  them. 

We  find  from  experience,  that  a  ftimu- 
lus  applied  to  the  fkin  proves  often  ufcful 
in  relieving  pain  and  fpafm,  in  parts  that 
are  very  deeply  feated  ;  and  upon  trial, 
the  fame  remedies  are  fometime6  found  to 
remove  fimilar  affections  of  the  urethra. 
Obitructions  of  this  kind  have,  in  differ- 
ent  inflances,  been  relieved  by  the  appli- 
cation of  volatile  liniment,  a  flrong  im- 
pregnation of  oil  with  volatile  alkali,  to 
the  parts  affected,  A  blifler,  applied  over 
the  perineum,  has  in  different  infeances 
carried  off  obftructions  of  the  urethra ; 
and  in  fome  cafes  where  bliflers  failed,  the 
difeafe  has  been  completely  removed  by 
the  application  of  a  warm  plafter. 

In  fuch  cafes  bliflers  do  not  feem  to  act 
fo  much  by  the  evacuation  which  they 
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produce,  as  by  the  irritation  which  they 
excite ;  for  it  often  happens  that  the  pain 
and  fpafm  are  removed  as  foon  as  the  ikin 
becomes  in  any  degree  uneafy,  and  long 
before  veiications  can  be  formed.  Hence, 
a  warm  plafter,  which  does  not  contain 
fuch  a  quantity  of  cantha rides  as  to  ren- 
der it  capable  of  acting  as  a  blifter,  by 
keeping  up  a  more  continued  ftimulus 
than  bliflers,  proves,  in  fome  inftances, 
more  effectual. 

Electricity  has  fometimes  proved  ufeful 
in  removing  fpafm  of  the  urethra  :  but  it 
requires  to  be  managed  with  caution, 
otherwife  it  is  apt  to  add  to  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe.  In  plethoric  habits  it  al- 
ways does  mifchief,  and  ought  never  to 
be  advifed  in  thefe  till  blood-letting  has 
been  premifed. 

I  have  had  occalion  already  to  remark, 
that  in  this  variety  of  obltruction,  bougies 
are  very  apt  to  do  harm.  This  proceeds 
from  their  being  pufhed  with  violence, 
when  the  parts,  from  being  under  fome 
high  degree  of  irritation,  are  in  a  ftate  of 
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ilrong  contraction.  This  ought  never, 
therefore,  to  be  done  ;  for  while  the  parts 
remain  in  this  fituation  we  feldom  fuc- 
ceed ;  or  if  we  do  get  the  bougie  palled, 
it  is  always  from  the  ufe  of  more  violence 
than  ought  to  be  employed. 

But  bougies  prove  highly  ferviceable, 
even  in  Spafmodic  Obftructions  of  the 
Urethra,  when  the  violence  of  the  difeafe 
is  fo  far  removed  that  they  can  be  intro- 
duced with  eafe,  and  without  exciting  ir- 
ritation :  fo  that,  whenever  we  find  this 
can  be  accomplifhed,  whether  the  fpafm 
has  been  leflened  by  the  ufe  of  emollients, 
anodynes,  blood-letting,  or  any  other  re- 
medy, it  ought  always  to  be  advifed.  Be- 
fides  the  prefent  relief  which  it  affords, 
by  removing  any  degree  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  which  may  remain,  it  tends  more  ef- 
fectually than  any  other  remedy  to  pre- 
vent a  return  of  it.  This  is  particularly 
the  cafe  where  fpafm  is  conjoined,  as 
fometimes  happens,  with  the  more  fixed 
kind  of  obftruction,  which  we  are  pre- 
fently  to  proceed  to  confider.    When  this 
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takes  place  all  our  other  remedies  are  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  preparative  to  the 
ufe  of  bougies,  which,  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  are  alone  to  be  depended  on  for  a 
cure.  It  muft  always  be  remembered, 
however,  that  bougies  are  only  admiflible 
when  they  can  be  introduced  and  retain- 
ed in  the  paffage  without  exciting  much 
uneafinefs. 

In  all  difeafes  of  the  genitals  the  ftate  of 
the  inteftines  requires  particular  attention. 
So  much  fympathy  fubfifts  between  thefe 
parts  that  in  people  liable  to  obftruclion  in 
the  urethra,  I  have  known  a  fevere  fit  of  the 
difeafe  induced  by  a  coflive  ftool.  Neither 
is  much  purging  neceffary  or  proper.  The 
bowels  mould  be  kept  in  fuch  a  ilate  as  to 
prevent  irritation,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done, 
in  the  rectum  and  contiguous  parts. 
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§  3- 

Of  Objirutllon  In    the  Urethra  from  Flefy 
Excrefcences,  or  Caruncles, 

OBSTRUCTION  to  thepaffage  of  urine 
has  long  been  conhdered  as  one  of  the 
moft  diftrefsful,  as  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
frequent  confequences  of  Clap ;  and  Ca- 
runcles, Flelhy  Excrefcences,  or  Carno- 
fities,  as  they  are  fometimes  termed,  are 
mentioned  by  all  the  older  writers  upon 
this  fubjecl,  as  the  moft  frequent  caufe 
of  it. 

This  idea  naturally  arofe  from  their 
perceiving  that  warty  fubftances  were 
fometimes  formed  within  the  urethra, 
near  to  its  extremity,  fimilar  in  appear- 
ance to  thofe  which  often  occur  upon  the 
prepuce  and  glans ;  and  not  profecuting 
the  fubject  by  opening  the  parts  after 
death,  they  were  led  to  fuppofe  that  the 
more  deep-fcated  obftructions  were  all  of 
a  fimilar  nature, 
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So  univerfally  did  this  opinion  prevail, 
and  it  was  fo  ftrongly  afferted  in  books, 
that  although  it  was  long  ago,  by  fome 
individuals,  particularly  by  Saviard  and 
Dionis,  fuppofed  to  be  ill-founded,  yet 
even  in  our  times  it  has  been  very  gene- 
rally admitted.  This  is  fo  far  the  cafe, 
that  in  common  converfation  upon  this 
fubjedl,  Caruncles  are  ufually  confidered 
as  the  moil  frequent  caufe  of  all  fuch  ob- 
ftrucliions. 

It  is  now,  however,  very  certainly  known 
that  this  caufe  of  obftruction  is  an  uncom- 
mon occurrence  in  the  more  remote  parts 
of  the  urethra.  Of  late  years  this  has  be- 
come a  very  frequent  object  of  anatomi- 
cal invefligation ;  and  I  have  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  from  all  that  I  have  yet  heard,  as 
well  as  from  the  refult  of  my  own  enqui- 
ries, that  it  feldom  exifts  farther  up  the 
urethra  than  half  an  inch  or  fo,  from  the 
point  of  the  glans.  "Warty  excrefcences 
are  not  unfrequently  found  towards  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  ;  but  I  have  feldom 
feen  them,  even  in  this  fituation,  where 

they 
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they  did  not  likewife  prevail  upon  the 
glans  and  prepuce. 

The  obftruction  to  the  flow  of  urine 
from  this  caufe  is  feldom  confiderable ; 
but  it  always  occafions  much  anxiety  to 
the  patient,  from  a  fear  which  he  is  apt 
to  entertain  of  its  becoming  worfe. 

When  feated  jufl  in  the  opening  of  the 
urethra,  as  fometimes  happens,  I  have,  in 
different  inftances,  been  able  to  remove 
them  with  fciffars,  and  with  fmall  liga- 
tures paffed  round  them ;  but  they  are 
feldom  fo  fituated  as  to  admit  of  our  tak- 
ing them  off  in  this  manner.  Neither  are 
we  at  liberty  to  deflroy  them  by  the  ap- 
plication of  efcharotics,  the  irritability  of 
the  urethra  rendering  this  a  very  hazard- 
ous attempt. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  we  place  our  chief  de- 
pendence upon  bougies ;  and,  when  duly 
perfifted  in,  they  feldom  fail  in  effecting  a 
cure. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  has  arifeii  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  bougies  act  in  re- 
moving thefe  excrefcences.    In  ftrictures 

of 
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of  a  different  kind  there  is  no  caufe  for 
doubt  upon  this  point,  as  they  evidently 
act  entirely  as  wedges,  and  prove  ufeful  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  mechanical  pref- 
fure  which  they  afford  ;  but  in  the  cure  of 
Caruncles  they  have  been  fuppofed  to  act 
chiefly  by  inducing  fuppuration  upon  the 
difeafed  parts,  and  dillolving  them  in  this 
manner.1 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  in  the  cure 
of  thefe  excrelcences,  there  is  fomething 
farther  neceffary  than  the  formation  of  mat- 
ter. Indeed  inflances  occur  daily  of  their 
being  coiiftantly  immerfed  in  matter,  fome- 
times  proceeding  from  their  own  furfaces, 
and  at  other  times  from  the  contiguous  parts, 
without  their  being  diminifhed.  I  rather 
conceive  that  bougies,  even  in  this  variety 
of  obflrucfion,  operate  partly  by  mecha- 
nical preflure,  arid  partly  by  exciting  in- 
flammation in  the  excrefcences.  W e  iliall 
hereafter  have  occafion  to  fee,  that  fome 
of  the  remedies  employed  for  the  removal 
of  Warts  in  other  parts  prove  chiefly  ufe- 
ful by  making  them  inflame  ;  and  as  bou- 

Vol.  I,  S  gies 
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gies  are  well  calculated  for  this  purpofe* 
I  think  it  probable,  that  while  they  evi- 
dently anfwer  a  good  purpofe  by  the  pref- 
fure  which  they  afford,  they  prove  like- 
wife  ferviceable  by  exciting  over  thefe  ex- 
crefcences  that  flight  degree  of  inflamma- 
tion, which,  in  the  treatment  of  common 
venereal  warts,  very  commonly  makes 
them  drop  off. 

§  4- 

Of  Obflruclion  in  the  Urethra  from  Striclures, 
properly  fo  called ;  of  Bougies ,  and  Fiftula 
in  Perineo* 

IN  the  more  fixed  kinds  of  Obftruction, 
proceeding  from  Gonorrhoea,  the  diame- 
ter of  the  Urethra  is  leffened  in  two  dif- 
ferent ways.  For  the  mod  part  it  is  di- 
minifhed  by  a  thickening  taking  place  at 
fome  particular  point  in  the  membrane  of 
the  paffage  itfelf,  or  rather  in  the  corpus 
fpongiofum  urethra?,  in  a  fimilar  manner 
to  what  frequently  happens  in  the  mem- 
brane 
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brane  of  the  nofe  in  cafes  of  catarrh.  At 
other  times  the  urethra  is  drawn  together, 
or  contracted,  as  if  a  cord  was  tied  round 
it,  without  any  other  difeafe  being  percept- 
ible. 

In  fome  cafes,  again,  thefe  two  affections 
are  conjoined  ;  and  we  find,  in  the  fame 
perfon,  the  diameter  of  the  paiTage  lefTened 
in  one  part  by  a  mere  contraction,  and  in 
another,  by  a  fwelling  and  thickening  \n 
the  fubftance  of  the  urethra  itfelf. 

Every  part  of  the  pafTage  is  liable  to 
ftrictures ;  but  they  are  more  frequent 
behind  and  immediately  above  the  fcro- 
tum,  than  in  any  other  part.  In  fome 
cafes  a  fingle  flricture  only  takes  place ; 
but  when  the  difeafe  has  fubfided  for  a 
length  of  time,  we  very  commonly  find 
die  paffage  contracted  in  different  parts. 

Where  the  urethra  is  merely  drawn  to- 
gether, the  difeafe  feldom  extends,  at  any 
one  part,  above  the  eighth  part  of  an  inch, 
but  where  the  ftoppage  proceeds  from  a 
fwelling  of  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra  it- 

S  2  felf, 
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felf,  it  fometimes  extends  to  the  length  of 
an  inch. 

From  whatever  Caufe  the  ftricture  may 
proceed,  we  commonly  find  that  the  ure- 
thra is  affected  equally  all  round ;  but  it 
is  very  properly  remarked  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
that,  in  fome  cafes,  the  difeafe  feems  to  be 
fixed  entirely-  on  one  fide  of  the  paffage,  in 
which  cafe  the  canal  is  thrown  over  to  the 
oppofite  fide. 

This  feems  to  happen  only  where  the 
obftruction  is  produced  by  fwelling  of  the 
urethra,  and  not  where  it  proceeds  folely 
from  contraction. 

Where  this  unequal  diminution  of  the 
canal  takes  place,  even  in  one  part  only,  it 
is  obvious  that  it  muff  add  greatly  to  the 
difficulty  of  introducing  bougies ;  and 
where  more  than  one  affection  of  this  kind 
occurs,  if  they  be  not  exactly  oppofite  to 
one  another,  a  kind  of  twilling  of  the  paA 
fage  takes  place,  which  renders  the  palling 
a  bougie  impracticable.  It  muft,  how- 
ever3  be  admitted,  that  initances  of  this 
are  rare. 

It 
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It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  the 
formation  of  ftrictures  is  often' fo  gradual, 
that  a  patient  is  not  feniible  of  their  taking 
place  till  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  con- 
tinuance. Being  feldom  attended  with 
pain  till  the  flow  of  urine  is  much  im- 
peded, any  partial  degree  of  it  paiTes  with- 
out notice,  by  which  they  are  apt  to  be 
rendered  much  more  fixed  and  permanent 
than  otherwife  they  would  be.  The  pa- 
tient, indeed,  has  feldom  any  fufpicion  of 
ftridlures,  till  the  furgeon,  for  his  own  fa- 
tisfaclion,  where  Gleet  continues  more  ob- 
ftinate  than  ufual,  propofes  to  introduce  a 
bougie.  Gonorrhoea  having  given  rife  to 
the  Gleet,  any  difficulty  that  occurs  to  tjie 
paflage  of  the  urine  is  conlidered  to  arife 
from  the  fame  caufe  ;  and  thus  a  great 
length  of  time  often  elapfes  before  any 
fuch  examination  is  made  as  can  with 
certainty  lead  to  a  difcovery. 

This  proves  often,  in  its  confequences, 
highly  diftrefsful,  and  ought  therefore  to. 
be  as  much  as  polTible  guarded  againlt; 
for  ftri&ures,  by  long  continuance,  be- 

S  j  come 
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come  much  more  firm,  as  well  as  more  ex- 
tenfive,  than  they  were  at  firft,  by  which 
they  become  much  more  difficult  to  cure. 
Cafes  which  at  firft  would  have  yielded  al- 
moft  to  the  firft  attempt  with  bougies,  are, 
by  delay,  often  rendered  fo  obftinate  that 
nothing  will  remove  them  but  the  moft 
exact  application  of  bougies  being  conti- 
nued for  a  great  length  of  time. 

"In  all  cafes,  therefore,  in  which  there  is 
the  leaft  caufe  to  fufpect  that  ftrictures 
may  exift,  an  examination  fhould  be  made 
with  bougies.  But  as  patients  themfelves 
are  apt  to  be  deceived  upon  this  point, 
practitioners  ought,  in  every  inftance,  to 
lead  their  attention  towards  it.  In  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  work  we  fhall  have  occa- 
fion  to  fee  that  Gleet  is  frequently  kept 
up  by  ftrictures  ;  fo  that  whenever  a  run- 
ning becomes  in  any  unufual  degree  ob- 
ftinate, if  there  be  not  fome  other  evident 
caufe  for  it,  a  trial  with  a  bougie  fhould 
be  propofed.  This,  however,  is  feldom  at- 
tended to ;  by  which  much  unneceflary 
trouble,  as  well  as  lofs  of  character,  falls 

upon. 
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upon  the  practitioner,  while  the  patient  is 
made  to  fuffer  a  great  deal  of  mifery  which 
might  have  been  prevented, 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  remark 
that  the  ftrictures  of  which  we  are  now 
fpeaking  are  confequences  of  Gonorrhoea ; 
but  in  what  manner  they  are  produced  by 
Gonorrhoea  is  perhaps  difficult  to  explain. 
They  have  been  attributed  chiefly  to  uU 
cers  induced  by  the  difeafe,  and  to  inflam? 
mation. 

At  one  period  I  was  induced  to  fuppofe, 
chiefly  from  the  information  I  had  from 
books,  that  ftrictures  were  in  raoft  in- 
ftances  produced  by  ulcers.  But  from 
more  frequent  opportunities  of  obferving 
the  feat  of  Gonorrhoea  after  death,  I  am 
now  convinced  that  ulcers  very  feldom 
take  place  here,  by  no  means  fo  frequent-, 
ly  as  llrictures,  the  difeafe  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  produce.  It  fometimes  indeed 
happens,  that  the  membrane  of  the  urethra 
covering  ftrictures,  is  found  in  a  ftate  of 
tendernefs,  or  of  excoriation,  but  not  coms 
pleatly  ulcerated.    This  appears  too  to  be 
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the  effect  of  the  difeafe  rather  than  the 
caufe  of  it.  It  feems  to  proceed,  in  fome 
degree,  from  the  tumefaction,  of  the  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra,  which  often  occurs 
in  ftrichires,  and  in  fome  meafure  from 
the  acrimony  of  the  matter  which  thefe 
very  ftrichires  produce. 

When  ulcers  are  met  with  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, they  are  in  moft  inftances,  I  believe, 
produced  by  the  rupture  of  one  or  more 
blood  veffels.  If  it  be  not  at  the  very 
point  of  the  urethra,  they  never  proceed 
from  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea.  Now 
we  can  fcarcely  imagine  that  any  ulcer 
which  the  rupture  of  a  blood-veffel  in  the 
urethra  could  probably  produce,  would 
be  of  fuch  depth  or  magnitude  as  to  be  at- 
tended with  any  important  confequence 
of  this  kind.  Neither  are  haemorrhages 
from  the  urethra  frequent ;  nor  have  I 
found  that  ftrictures  have  been  particu- 
larly apt  to  happen,  even  where  haemor- 
rhages have  taken  place  in  an  alarming 
degree 

Icon- 
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I  conlider  it,  therefore,  as  decided,  that 
ftrictures  in  the  urethra  feldom  or  never 
proceed  from  ulcers.  Inflammation,  when, 
violent,  may  certainly  tend  to  produce 
them  ;  and  I  think  feveral  inftances  have 
fallen  within  my  own  obfervation  where 
this  actually  happened.  I  do  not  fuppofe, 
however,  that  this  is  fuch  a  frequent  caufe 
of  ftrictures  as  is  commonly  imagined,  nor 
do  I  agree  with  thofe  who  think  that  in- 
jections often  produce  them. 

As  it  was  obferved  that  ftrictures  were, 
in  fome  inftances,  induced  by  inflamma- 
tion, and  injections  being  fuppofed,  by 
thofe  who  are  prejudiced  againft  them, 
very  apt  to  inflame  the  urethra,  it  was 
long  ago  afTerted,  and  has  unce  by  many 
been  believed,  that  they  tend  more  fre- 
quently than  any  other  caufe,  to  produce 
ftrictures.  This,  indeed,  is  held  forth  as 
the  moft  important  objection  to  the  ufeof 
injections,  and  were  it  in  any  degree  well- 
founded,  1  admit  that  it  would  be  a  ftrong 
reafon  for  laying  this  remedy  entirely 
ande  s  for  however  denreable  it  may  be  to 
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have  the  running  in  Gonorrhoea  quickly 
carried  off,  and  however  efficacious  injec- 
tions may  be,  no  practitioner  would  ad- 
vife  them  were  it  to  be  with  the  rifle  of  in- 
ducing fuch  a  formidable  clifeafe  as  ftric- 
tures often  are. 

Where  ftrong  flimulating  injections  are 
unguardedly  ufed,  fuch  a  degree  of  inflam- 
mation may  thus  be  induced  as  may  be 
productive  of  the  moft  obftinate  ftrictures. 
But  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  remedy,  as 
I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  being  entirely 
the  effect  of  an  improper  application  of  it. 
"We  might  with  equal  propriety  condemn 
the  ufe  of  fome  of  our  mod  effectual  and 
fafeft  medicines,  merely  from  an  over-do fe 
having  done  harm. 

Inftead  of  injections  being  a  frequent 
caufe  of  ftrictures,  I  have  much  reafon  to 
think  that  they  are  more  effectual  than 
any  other  remedy  in  preventing  them.- 
Although  I  have  admitted  that  ftrictures 
are  fometimes  produced  by  fevere  degrees 
of  inflammation,  I  do  not  confider  this  as 
%  frequent  occurrence.    Strictures  I  con? 

ceive 
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ceive  to  be  molt  frequently  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  ftate  directly  the  reverfe  of  in- 
flammation.  In  a  great  proportion  of 
cafes  they  will  be  found  to  take  place, 
where,  either  from  no  injection  being  ufed, 
or  from  fome  other  carife,  the  difcharge 
has  gone  on  to  a  very  unufual  length, 
where  all  fymptoms  of  inflammation  were 
gone  long  before,  and  where  nothing  but 
a  Gleet  remained.  At  leaft  this  has  been 
very  generally  the  refult  of  my  obferva- 

tion,  and,  I  believe,  it  will  be  admitted  by 
all  who  have  paid  attention  to  the  point 
in  queftion.  I  therefore  conclude  from 
this,  as  well  as  from  the  appearances  which 
thefe  parts  exhibit  on  difTection,  that  this 
variety  of  obflruction  proceeds  molt  fre- 
quently from  a  ftate  of  morbid  relaxation 
or  debility,  induced  in  thefe  parts  of  the 
membrane  of  the  urethra  upon  which  the 
inflammation  at  firft  fixes  with  moft  vio- 
lence, and  from  which  the  fubfequent  dif- 
charge  is  in  a  great  meafu're  produced. 

Where  ftri&ure  fucceeds  immediately 
tp  inflammation,  it  appears  to  be  that  va- 
riety 
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riety  of  it  in  which  the  urethra  is  com- 
prefled,  or  tied,  as  it  were,  with  a  cord : 
but  where  it  does  not  appear  till  the  in- 
flammation fubfides,  and  the  difcharge 
has  been  of  long  duration,  "the  fubftance 
of  the  urethra  is  found,  at  thofe  parts 
where  the  ftrictures  exift,  fpongy,  foft, 
and  prominent,  bearing  every  mark  of 
having  compleatly  loft  its  tone. 

The  exiftence  of  this  variety  of  ftric- 
ture  being  afcertained,  and  it  will  not  be 
confounded  with  any  other  difeafe  where 
the  obfervations  contained  in  the  preceding 
parts  of  this  fection  are  kept  in  view,  our 
next  object  is  to  fix  upon  the  method  of 
cure. 

While  the  opinion  prevailed  of  ftric- 
tures  being  moft  frequently  produced  by 
ulcers  in  the  urethra,  as  this  led  to  the 
fufpicion  of  their  being  connected  with 
Lues  Venerea,  mercury  was  advifed  in  al- 
moft  every  inftance.  Mercurial  ointment 
was  regularly  rubbed  upon  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe,  in  order  to  diffolve  the  caufe  of 
the  obftruction,  and  the  patient  was  put' 

under 
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under  a  falivation,  with  a  view  to  the 
fafety  of  his  conftitution. 

As  this  was  the  prevailing  practice  of 
our  beft  furgeons,  both  here  and  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  when  I  entered  upon  bu- 
finefs,  I  was  neceffarily  led  to  adopt  it ;  but 
later  experience  having  {hewn  that  mercu- 
ry is  never  neceffary  in  the  cure  of  ftric- 
tures,  I  have  now  for  many  years  paft  laid 
it  altogether  afide.  Nay,  I  readily  own 
that  I  never  knew  any  advantage  derived 
from  it,  while  in  many  inftances,  when 
long  perlifted  in,  it  evidently  did  harm. 

It  will  not  be  imagined,  that  during  this 
late  period  of  time,  mercury  was  ever 
alone  depended  upon  for  the  removal  of 
ftrictures  in  the  urethra.  Bougies  were 
then  very  generally  employed ;  but  mer- 
cury, for  the  reafon  I  have  mentioned,  was 
always  advifed  along  with  them. 

Bougies  had  long  been  known  to  prac- 
titioners, but  they  were  fo  coarfely  form- 
ed, and  their  application  fo  little  under- 
ftood,  that  fcarcely  any  advantage  was  de- 
rived from  them,  till  Mr.  Daran,  about 
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fifty  years  ago,  brought  them  into  more1 
general  notice.  By  forming  them  with 
care,  and  introducing  them  with  addrefs, 
Mr.  Daran  had  the  credit  of  giving  us  the 
only  remedy  upon  which  we  can  place  any 
dependence  for  the  cure  of  ftrictures.  At 
lead  we  are  certainly  in  a  great  meafure 
indebted  to  him  for  bringing  them  into 
general  ufe. 

It  is  true  that  Mr;  Daran  attributed  vir- 
tues to  his  bougies  which  they  did  not 
polTefs.  Being  much  interefted  in  the  fale 
of  them,  he  wifhed  to  throw  a  myftery 
over  their  compontion.  They  acted  chiefly, 
lie  faid,  by  their  ftippurative  quality :  in 
confequence  of  which,  and  by  the  great 
difcharge  of  matter  which  they  produced* 
tumours,  and  other  caufes  of  obftrtic'tion  in 
the  urethra,  were,  he  alledged,  diffolved  by 
them,  which  could  never  otherwife  have 
been  removed.  The  confidence  with  which 
this  was  aflerted,  by  a  man  of  Mr.  Daran's 
experience,  and  the  confiderable  difcharge 
of  purulent-like  matter  which  ufually  ac- 
companies the  ufe  of  bougies,  gave  weight 

to 
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to  an  opinion  which  at  laft  came  to  be 
very  generally  adopted. 

We  now  know,  however,  that  it  is  not 
by  exciting  a  difcharge  of  matter  that 
bougies  act  in  the  cure  of  ftrictures.  Even 
the  mildeft  bougie  we  can  employ,  when 
kept  in  the  urethra  for  an  hour  or  two,  is 
covered  with  a  kind  of  matter  on  being 
withdrawn;  but  this  happens  as  readily 
where  the  urethra  is  found  as  when  it  is 
obftructed  in  various  places,  and  it  pro- 
ceeds entirely  from  the  natural  mucus  of 
the  pa{fage  being  increafed  in  quantity, 
and  fomewhat  altered  in  appearance,  by 
the  irritation  excited  by  the  bougie. 

Even  admitting  the  obftructed  parts  to 
be  more  particularly  acted  upon,  and  a 
greater  difcharge  of  matter  excited  from 
them  than  from  the  other  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra, and  which  Mr.  Daran  afferted  to  be 
the  cafe  under  his  management  of  the  bou- 
gie, ftill  this  would  not  account  for  the  re- 
moval of  excrcfcences  ;  for  we  know,  from 
daily  obfervation,  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  that  the  whole  furface  of  excrefcen- 

ces 
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ces  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  thofe  which  Mn 
Daran  fuppofes  to  take  place  here>  may  be 
kept  in  a  ftate  of  complete  ulceration,  and 
a  great  quantity  of  matter  difcharged  from 
them  for  a  great  length  of  time,  without 
any  diminution  of  their  fize. 

Bougies,  in  the  cure  of  thefe  ftrictures, 
feerri  to  act  folely  by  preflure,  and  the  fup- 
port  which  they  afford  to  the  difeafed 
parts.  If  a  bougie,  of  fufEcient  firmnefs, 
exactly  or  nearly  the  fize  of  the  urethra  in 
its  contracted  ftate,  be  pafled  at  firft,  and 
others  of  a  larger  fize  afterwards  introdu- 
ced, we  know  from  experience,  that  if  done 
with  caution,  no  harm  will  enfue,  and  that 
the  ftricture  for  which  it  was  employed 
will  thus,  in  a  gradual  manner,  be  re- 
moved, merely  by  the  preflure  of  the 
bougie. 

In  this  view,  our  chief  object  in  the 
forming  of  bougies  fhould  be  to  give  them 
a  firmnefs  fufEcient  to  afford  fupport  to 
the  parts  which  we  wifh  to  comprefs,  and 
a  fmoothnefs  and  flexibility  which  will  ad- 
mit of  their  being  introduced  and  retain- 
ed 
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cd  in  the  urethra  with  the  greateft  poflible 
eale. 

Numbers  34,  35,  36,  and  37,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix, contain  prefcriptions  for  bougies 
of  different  colours  and  confidences,  with 
fome  directions  for  the  method  of  prepar- 
ing them;  but  the  exact  formation  of 
bougies  being  a  matter  of  the  firft  import- 
ance, and  this  being  only  to  be  acquired 
by  extenfive  experience,  it  is  better  for 
furgeons  to  procure  them  from  thofe 
whofe  fble  profefhon  it  is  to  make  them, 
than  to  attempt  to  form  them  themfelves. 

Befides  the  forms  of  plafters  mentioned 
in  thefe  prefcriptions,  other  articles  have 
been  employed  for  the  conftruction  of 
bougies,  particularly  cat-gut  and  refina 
elaftica.  Of  thefe  the  latter  is  by  much 
the  befl,  and  for  all  the  fmaller  kinds  of 
bougies  I  now  find  it  to  be  preferable  to 
the  beft  bougies  of  the  common  kind. 
Even  when  of  the  fmalleft  fize  it  can  be 
made  of  fuch  a  degree  of  firmnefs  as  to 
admit  of  being  pulhed  with  confiderable 
force,  which  is  not  the  cafe  with  the 
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fmaller  kinds  of  common  bougies,  which 
are  apt  to  bend,  and  to  become  twiftedy 
although  introduced  with  much  care  and 
attention. 

The  great  expence  of  bougies  of  this 
kind  has  hitherto  prevented  them  from 
being  generally  known  as  they  ought 
to  be :  befides,  they  were  at  firft  made  fo- 
foft  that  they  nearly  cfiffolved  in  the  ure- 
thra on  being  allowed  to  remain  in  it  for 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two;  but  this 
fault  is  now  fo  entirely  removed,  that  I 
have  known  them  remain  in  the  pafTage 
feven  or  eight  hours  at  once,  and  yet  as 
firm  on  being  withdrawn  as  when  firft  in- 
troduced. This  renders  it  a  valuable  ar- 
ticle, not  only  for  bougies,  but  flexible 
catheters. 

This  refin  has  one  very  efTential  advan- 
tage over  every  compofition  that  has  yet 
been  employed  for  bougies.  It  does  not 
crack  or  break  while  in  the  urethra,  how- 
ever frequently  it  may  be  introduced. 
"When  the  common  bougies  are  prepared 
with  much  attention,  and  the  compofition 

of" 
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of  which  they  are  formed  is  not  too  much 
boiled,  they  may  fometimes  be  ufed  two 
or  three  times  with  fafety ;  but,  in  molt 
inftances,  they  cannot  with  propriety  be 
introduced  more  than  once.  Nay,  many 
of  them,  on  remaining  an  hour  or  two  in 
the  paffage,  are  fo  much  cracked  a3  to  ex- 
cite a  great  deal  of  irritation  and  pairi 
even  on  their  firft  introduction,  infomuch 
that  I  have  met  with  different  inftances 
where  patients  had  been  deterred  by  this 
caufe  alone  fromufing  bougies,  the  irrita- 
tion which  they  excited  being  fo  great  as 
to  be  perfectly  infupportable ;  while,  on 
having  recourfe  to  thofe  formed  of  refina 
elaftica,  they  were  found  to  create  no  kind 
of  uneafinefs. 

Thefe  bougies  are  formed  of  fine  filk* 
Or  linen,  dipped  in  the  refin  dhTolved  in 
aether.  They  were  originally  invented  by 
Mr.  Thedn,  of  Berlin,  and  now  are  made 
by  different  artifts  in  Paris.  There  is  caufe 
to  regret  that  the  art  of  forming  them  is 
as  yet  confined  to  a  very  few,  fo  that  our 
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fupplies  have  hitherto  been  both  fcarcs 
and  uncertain. 

In  the  ufe  of  bougies  the  following  are 
the  points  which  particularly  require  at- 
tention : 

1,  They  fhould  be  provided  in  fuch 
numbers,  and  of  fuch  variety  of  fizes,  that 
there  may  be  no  doubt  of  as  many  being 
at  hand  as  in  any  cafe  may  be  requifite. 

2.  On  proceeding  to  introduce  the  firfl 
bougie,  care  mould  be  taken  to  fix  upon 
one  of  fuch  a  fize  as  will  probably  pafs 
without  exciting  much  pain.  It  is  better 
at  firft  to  have  it  rather  fmaller  than  might 
be  made  to  pafs,  than  be  afterwards  under 
the  neceflity  of  withdrawing  it.  Of  this 
we  may  in  general  judge  by  the  fize  of 
ftream  in  which  the  urine  is  obferved  to  flow. 
It  is  often  indeed  found  to  be  forked,  and 
fometimes  flattened,  owing  to  the  form 
and  nature  of  the  ftriclure,  but,  with  fome 
attention  to  this  circumftan.ee,  we  may,  for 
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the  mofl  part,  be  determined  in  the  fize  of 
bougie  that  will  anfwer, 

3.  The  patient  mould  be  placed  in  fuch 
a  pofture  as  tends  in  the  mod  effectual  man- 
ner to  relax  the  urethra.  He  may  either  be 
made  to  jftand,  with  his  thighs  feparated, 
and  his  body  bent  gently  forward,  or  he 
may  be  laid  upon  his  back,  with  his  thighs 
not  only  feparate,  but  raifed.  He  ought, 
on  no  account,  to  be  feated.  In  fitting  the 
urethra  is  apt  to  be  fo  much  comprefTed 
that  no  fpace  is  left  for  the  paffage  of  a 
bougie.  I  have  known  feVeral  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempts  to  pafs  a  bougie  from  this 
eaufe  alone. 

4.  The  furgeon  being  feated  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  patient,  mould  grafp  the 
penis  with  his  left  hand,  and,  at  the  fame 
time  fhould  draw  it  gently  forward,  fo  as 
to  ftretch  the  urethra  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
may  prevent  it  from  catching  the  point  of 
the  bougie.  With  the  bougie  previoufly 
svell  oiled,  in  his  right  hand,  he  fhould 
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infert  the  point  of  it  into  the  urethra., 
when  it  muit  be  paffed  flowly,  though 
firmly  on,  till  it  meets  with  iome  refift- 
ance.  Neither  mould  he  denft  at  once  on 
the  ftricture  being  met  with.  It  anfwers 
better  to  continue  to  pufh  on  the  bougie 
with  a  due  degree  of  firmnefs,  than  to 
withdraw  it  immediately,  as  is  often  done. 
The  firft  application  of  a  bougie  to  the 
obflruction  is  very  apt  to  excite  irritation 
and  fpafm,  even  in  the  ftricture  itfelf ;  and 
I  have  often  thought  that  this  was  more 
eafily  overcome  by  puihing  the  bougie  on 
at  nrft,  than  by  any  fubfequent  introduc- 
tion of  it. 

5.  A  knowledge  of  the  force  that  may 
with  fafety  be  employed  in  pamng  a  bou- 
gie can  only  be  acquired  by  experience. 
The  lefs  violence  that  is  done  to  the  ure- 
thra, or  to  the  caufe  of  contraction,  the 
better.  It  cannot,  in  fome  cafes,  be  done 
without  pain,  but  it  mould  never  be  made 
to  force  a  difcharge  of  blood.  When  blood 
comes  away,  the  inftrument  mould  be  in- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  withdrawn:  for  when  this  takes 
place,  we  may  always  be  certain  that  fome 
parts  have  been  injured  which  ought  not 
to  have  fuffered,  and  by  continuing  to 
force  on  the  bougie,  that  there  is  a  confi- 
derable  rifk  of  its  forming  a  new  palfage 
for  itfelf. 

6.  The  diftrefs  which  enfues  from  a 
new  opening  being  formed  by  a  bougie  is 
apt  to  be  fo  great,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
omitted  that  can  in  any  way  tend  to  pre- 
vent it.  When  there  is  caufe  to  fufpecl, 
from  the  quantity  of  blood  difcharged, 
that  the  membrane  of  the  urethra  is  in- 
jured, the  bougie  ought  not  to  be  again 
introduced  for  feveral  days  ;  not  till  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  wound  in  the 
urethra  is  healed,  for,  till  this  takes  place, 
it  is  obvious  that  it  would  be  very  apt  to 
renew  the  injury. 

7.  As  bougies  ought  all  to  be  of  a  coni- 
cal form,  they  mould  not  be  pufhed  farther 
at  firft  than  freely  through  the  firfl  ob- 

T  4  ftruc- 
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ftrudlion,  otherwife  the  contracted  part  is 
apt  to  be  torn  open  with  too  much  force. 
It  anfwers  better  to  proceed  gradually,  and 
to  increafe  the  fize  of  the  bougie,  or  to 
puih  one  of  the  fame  fize  farther  on,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  avoid  every  rifk  of 
injuring  the  membrane  of  the  urethra. 

It  is  true  that  cures  will  be  obtained 
where  bougies  have  been  introduced  with 
much  violence ;  where  violent  pain,  ac- 
companied with  haemorrhagy,  has  been 
excited  :  but  this  is  a  practice,  which,  for 
the  reafons  I  have  mentioned,  ought  never 
to  be  adopted. 

8.  The  bougie  being  introduced,  fome; 
attention  is  required  to  prevent  it  from 
flipping  altogether  into  the  urethra,  as  well 
as  for  retaining  it  in  the  depth  at  which  it 
is  inferted.  We  obtain  the  firft  of  thefe  ob- 
jects by  bending  the  end  of  the  bougie, 
which,  for  this  purpofe,  fhould  be  left  at 
leaft  half  an  inch  out  of  the  urethra  ;  and 
the  ufual  method  of  retaining  a  bougie  in 
its  place  is,  by  tying  a  piece  of  foft  cotton 
•    '  thread 
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thread  to  the  end  of  it,  and  fixing  it  with 
this  either  directly  to  the  penis,  by  parting 
it  once  or  twice  round  above  the  glans,  or 
connecting  it  to  the  circular  belt  of  a  com- 
mon fufpenfory  bandage.  But  the  moil 
effectual  method,  as  well  as  the  eafieft, 
which  I  have  tried,  is  fitting  the  penis 
with  a  fmall  bag  or  pouch  of  cotton  or 
linen.  The  bougie  being  introduced  with 
.its  end  bent  down,  the  bag  muft  be  put 
over  the  penis,  and  being  fixed  with  two 
pieces  of  tape  to  a  circular  belt  round  the 
body,  the  bougie  is  in  this  manner  eafily 
retained. 

Common  bougies  being  of  no  great  va- 
lue, may  be  cut  of  fuch  a  length  as  to 
leave  half  an  inch  or  fo  out  of  the  urethra, 
for  the  purpofe  of  bending  down  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned ;  but  thofe  of 
the  elaftic  gum  mould  be  kept  of  every 
variety  of  length,  from  three  or  four 
inches  to  nine  or  ten ;  and  being  eafily 
formed  with  a  knob  at  the  large  end,  they 
are  thus,  in  the  moft  certain  manner,  pfai 

nted  from  flipping  in. 


9.  When 


282    Of  ObftruEtions  in  the  Urethra  Ch.  Ill, 

9.  When  this  caution  has  been  neglect- 
ed, and  when  a  bougie  is  thereby  allowed 
to  flip  completely  into  the  urethra,  it  is 
fometimes,  by  the  aukward  attempts  of 
the  patient,  forced  altogether  into  the 
bladder. 

In  this  fituation  it  cannot  be  removed 
but  by  cutting  into  the  bladder,  as  is  done 
in  the  operation  of  lithotony,  and  extract- 
ing it  with  forceps.  But  while  the  bou- 
gie continues  in  any  part  of  the  urethra 
it  may  be  taken  out  by  an  operation  of 
much  lefs  importance  and  hazard. 

When  the  end  of  the  bougie  can  be 
feen,  it  may  with  fome  care  and  attention 
be  laid  hold  of  with  a  fmall  hook,  or  with 
narrow-bladed  forceps,  fuch  as  are  ufed 
for  extracting  flones  that  fix  near  to  the 
end  of  the  urethra.  But  when  it  has  paf- 
fed  fo  far  in  that  it  cannot  be  perceived, 
this  method  of  extraction  will  not  fuc- 
ceed. 

In  this  cafe  it  can  only  be  got  out  by 
making  an  incifion  upon  it  directly  into  the 

urethra. 
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urethra.  The  fkin  mould  be  firft  drawn 
back,  when  a  cut  mould  be  made  through 
the  teguments  and  urethra  at  once,  of  at 
leaft  half  an  inch  in  length,  when,  if  the 
end  of  the  bougie  can  be  laid  hold  of,  it 
may  be  taken  out  at  this  opening ;  or  if 
this  be  not  practicable,  it  may  be  pufhed 
forward  till  the  end  of  it  paffes  out  at  the 
end  of -the  urethra.  This  may  be  done 
either  with  fmall  forceps  or  pliers,  or  by 
flicking  a  pin  into  the  bougie  at  the  open- 
ing and  pulhing  it  flowly  on.  The  wound 
for  the  molt  part  heals  eafily. 

10.  The  circumftance  which  next  re- 
quires attention  in  the  ufe  of  bougies  is, 
the  time  they  fhould  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  urethra,  and  the  frequency 
with  which  they  mould  be  introduced. 

As  bougies  act,  perhaps,  entirely  in  the 
cure  of  flrictures  by  the  preffure  which 
they  afford,  and  prove  chiefly  ufeful  by 
the  total  change  of  ftructure  which  they 
induce  in  the  parts  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied, they  mufl  necefTarily  require  a  con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable  time  for  effecting  this.  The 
longer,  therefore,  that  they  are  retained  in 
the  urethra,  the  fooner  will  this  be  accom- 
plifhed.  But  while  we  attend  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  ftricture,  care  mull  be  taken 
to  prevent  injury  by  their  exciting  too 
much  irritation.  This,  indeed,  is  the  cir- 
cumflance  by  which  we  ought  to  be  chiefly 
diredled.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  gene- 
ral rule  that  bougies  may  be  retained  in 
the  urethra  as  long  as  they  excite  no  pain 
or  irritation  ;  while,  in  every  inftance,  they 
mould  be  withdrawn  as  foon  as  much  pain 
is  produced  by  them. 

At  firft  they  can  feldom  be  allowed  to 
remain  longer  than  half  an  hour  at  once  ; 
but  on  the  urethra  being  for  fome  time  ac- 
cuftomed  to  receive  them,  they  may,  for 
the  moft  part,  be  left  in  it  for  feveral  hours; 
and  this  may  be  repeated  once  and  again 
during  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

1 1.  During  the  time  that  bougies  remain 
in  the  urethra  the  patient  mould  be  pre- 
vented from  walking  or  moving  more  than 

is 
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is  abfolutely  neceflary.  This  is  not  ufual- 
ly  attended  to  with  neceflary  ftrictnefs,  by 
which  many  are  prevented  from  deriving 
that  advantage  from  bougies  which  other- 
wife  they  would  receive. 

In  walking  with  a  bougie  in  the  urethra 
the  irritation  induced  by  it  is  at  all  times 
conliderable ;  but  this  more  efpecially, 
when  common  bougies  are  employed.  The 
motion  in  Walking  is  apt  to  crack  and 
break  the  plafter  of  which  they  are  form- 
ed, which  renders  their  furfaces  rough  and 
unequal,  by  which  it  is  obvious  that  much 
harm  muflbe  done. 

12.  In  order  to  obtain  the  advantage  of 
perfect  reft  while  bougies  are  introduced, 
we  are  advifed  by  many  to  employ  them 
only  at  bed  time,  and  to  allow  them  to  re- 
main in  the  paflage  during  the  night.  This 
may  anfwer  when  the  patient  is  not  liable 
to  nocturnal  erections,  but  where  thefe  are 
apt  to  occur  it  ought  never  to  be  permit- 
ted. I  have  known  feveral  inftances  of 
much  pain  and  inflammation  induced  by 

it. 
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it.  It  may,  in  fome  circumftances,  be! 
more  inconvenient  to  apply  bougies  du- 
ring the  day,  but  it  is  evident  that  it  may 
be  done  with  more  fafety. 

13.  To  admit  as  long  a  retention  as 
poffible  of  bougies  in  the  paffage,  fome 
have  a  Hedged,  that  the  patient  may  with 
fafety  be  allowed  to  void  urine  while  they 
remain  in  it.  I  have  known  this  done  and 
no  harm  enfue,  where  the  urine  was  pafc 
fed  llowly,  and  with  much  caution :  but  I 
have  alfo  known  the  attempt  do  much 
harm,  and  as  the  trouble  of  introducing 
the  bougie  a  fecond  time  is  not  equal  to 
the  hazard  of  allowing  it  to  femainj  I  al- 
ways advife  it  to  be  withdrawn  on  a  de- 
fire  to  void  urine  taking  place. 

Befides  the  pain  and  inflammation  which 
want  of  attention  in  this  matter  is  apt  to 
induce,  and  erection's  occurring  during  the 
introduction  of  bougies  have  likewife  this 
effect,-  I  have  known  different  inftances  of 
its  appearing  to  lay  the  foundation  of  fpaf- 
modic  affections  of  the  urethra,  which  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  proved  very  obftinate,  even  after 
the  original  ftrictures  were  removed. 

14.  By  gradually  increafing  the  fize  of 
the  bougie,  the  ftricture  through  which  it  is 
pafTed  will  at  laft  be  removed ;  but  before 
it  is  entirely  deftroyed  it  will  be  proper  to 
pufh  forward  the  bougie,  to  difcover 
whether  there  is  any  other  caufe  of  obftruc- 
tion  or  not.  It  is  better,  however,  not  to 
make  the  attempt  till  the  opening  through 
the  firft  is  confiderably  enlarged,  when  it 
will  much  more  readily  fucceed. 

Whatever  other  ftrictures  are  difcovered 
they  muft  be  managed  in  the  manner  we 
have  advifed  for  the  firft ;  the  bougie  muft, 
if  poffible,  be  made  to  pafs  through  them 
all,  and  the  fize  of  it  gradually  increafed 
till  the  urethra  is  opened  to  its  complete 
natural  fize. 

15.  In  paffing  bougies  for  this  purpofe, 
it  has  been  a  point  in  difpute  whether  they 
ftiould  be  carried  the  length  of  the  blad- 
der. 
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der,  and  allowed  to  remain  in  it  or  not.  I 
am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  mould 
be  patted  completely  into  the  bladder  as 
foon  as  this  can  be  done,  in  order  to  dif- 
cover  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  ftrictures ; 
but  I  alfo  think  that  they  mould  never  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  bladder.  The 
common  bougies  are  fo  apt  to  crack,  and 
pieces  of  the  plafter  to  fall  ofF,  that  this 
might  very  poflibly  happen  from  their 
being  immerfed  in  urine;  and  we  all  know, 
that  if  a  particle  Ihould  drop,  not  fmall 
enough  to  pafs  off  with  the  urine,  that  it 
would  probably  ferve  as  a  nucleus  for  a 
{tone.  This  would  not  fo  readily  happen 
with  bougies  of  elaflic  gum ;  but  even 
thefe,  where  there  is  fo  much  hazard, 
ought  not  to  be  trufted,  particularly  as 
there  is  no  real  neceflity  for  it  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  ftricliures ;  for  it  is  found 
upon  difTection,  that  they  are  always  feated 
anterior  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  They 
are  often  in  the  membranous  part  of  the 
urethra ;  -  but  they  have,  perhaps,  never 

been 
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been  met  with  in  the  proflate  gland,  I 
mean  in  the  urethra  as  it  panes  through 
this  gland. 

It  mud  be  admitted  that  the  urine  is 
often  obftructed  by  affections  of  this 
gland ;  by  inflammation,  as  well  as  by  a 
-more  indolent  kind  of  fwelling,  to  which, 
as  we  have  elfewhere  had  occahon  to  fee, 
it  is  fometimes  liable.  But  this  variety  of 
obflruction,  inflead  of  being  removed  by 
bougies,  is  always  injured  by  them.  We 
are  fometimes  under  the  necemty  of  paf- 
fiiig  a  catheter,  even  during  an  inflamed 
flate  of  the  proflate  gland  ;  but  this  fhould 
only  be  done  for  drawing  off  the  urine 
when  it  has  been  completely  fupprefTed. 
When  the  gland  has  been  .for  fbme  time 
fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  create  a. 
lloppage  to  the  flow  of  urine,  it  is  obvious 
from  its  firmnefs,  that  bougies  cannot  re- 
move it,  while,  by  the  irritation  which 
they  excite,  they  never  fail  to  do  harm. 

1 6.  Befides  the  length  of  time  which 
bougies  fhould  be  kept  infer  ted  daily,  it  is 
Vol.  I.  U  an 
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an object  of  importance  to  determine  at 
what  period  they  may  with  fafety  be  laid 
ahde.  This,  I  muft  acknowledge,  is  dim- 
cult  to  do,  as  it  depends  upon  a  variety  of 
circumftances  with  which  it  is  impomble 
at  all  times  to  be  acquainted.  Even  where 
the  ftricture  is  fo  completely  removed  that 
bougies  pafs  with  eafe,  and  the  urine  is 
voided  in  a  full  ftream,  the  difeafe  is  apt 
to  recur  if  the  bougies  be  too  foon  left  off. 
They  mould,  in  every  inftance,  be  worn 
for  a  considerable  time  after  all  appear- 
ances of  ftricture  are  gone,  and  the  more 
obftinate  the  difeafe  has  been  the  longer 
they  fhould  be  continued. 

Even  after  a  patient  confiders  himfelf  as 
fo  entirely  well  that  he  may  conceive  no 
hazard  to  enfue  from  the  farther  ufe  of 
bougies  being  entirely  dropped,  ftill  he 
ought  to  have  them  at  all  times  in  his  pof- 
femon,  fo  as  to  .be  able,  on  the  lead  return 
of  obftrudlion,  to  employ  them  inftantly. 
This  is  a  precaution  not  often  adverted  to, 
but  which  ought  never  to  be  difregarded 
by  any  who  has  fufFercd  in  this  manner ; 

and 
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and  I  think  it  the  more  neceflary  to  infift 
upon  it,  from  feveral  inftances  having  fal- 
len within  my  own  knowledge  of  the  molt 
diftrefsful  confequences  enfuing  from  a 
neglect  of  it.  It  is  more  particularly  pro- 
per for  all  people  in  this  filiation,  going 
upon  a  journey,  to  be  well  provided  with 
bougies ;  for  when  from  home  they  can- 
not always  readily  meet  with  them,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  they  are  more  expofed 
to  the  various  caufes  moft  apt  to  excite  a 
return  of  the  difeafe.  Thefe  particularly 
are,  expofure  to  cold  and  dampnefs  ;  much 
fatigue,  whether  on  foot,  horfeback,  or  in 
a  carriage ;  and  excefs  in  wine  and  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors. 

All  of  thefe  caufes  act  with  fuch  certain- 
ty in  inducing  a  return  of  affections  of 
this  kind,  that  I  have  feldom  known  them 
fail  where  people  have  been  much  expofed 
to  them  ;  and,  in  molt  inflances,  their  ef- 
fect is  perceived  foon  after  their  applica- 
tion. I  have  known  a  perfon,  who,  after 
being  completely  cured  of  ftrictures  for 
feveral  years,  has  been  feized  with  a  very 

V  2  hazard- 
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hazardous  and  painful  return  of  the  dis- 
order, in  the  courfe  of  an  hour  or  two  af- 
ter being  much  expofed  to  a  cold  eaft 
wind.  It  is  particularly  apt  to  occur  from 
violent  exertion  on  horfeback,  and  from 
being  much  overheated  with  wine  ;  more 
efpecially  from  excefs  in  port  wine. 

A  return  of  ftridure  is  alfo  apt  to  arife 
from  the  urine  being  at  any  time  too  long 
retained  after  a  defire  takes  place  to  pafs 
it.  This  ought  always  to  be  guarded 
againft ;  but  I  alfo  think  it  right  to  men- 
tion, that  patients  fometimes  err  in  getting 
into  the  habit  of  voiding  urine  too  fre- 
quently. By  yielding  immediately  to 
every  impulfe,  fuch  a  habit  takes  place, 
that  they  are  apt,  from  this  caufe  alone, 
to  continue  during  life  to  pafs  it  every 
hour  or  two.  This  proves  not  only  very 
inconvenient,  but  it  is  alfo  apt  to  induce 
a  contracted  ftate  of  the  cavity  of  the 
bladder,  together  with  a  thickening  of  its 
coats,  its  full  diftenfion  which  naturally 
ought  to  occur  from  time  to  time,  being 
thereby  prevented.    Hence  it  is  a  matter 

of 


Seel:.  IV.      from  Strictures 293 

of  no  fmall  importance  for  patients  in  this 
fituation  to  obferye  as  juft  a  medium  as 
can  be  done  between  the  two  extremes 
which  we  have  mentioned. 

On  the  lead  return  of  ftricture  being 
perceived,  whatever  the  caufe  may  be,  a 
bougie  mould  be  immediately  introduced. 
The  patient,  if  he  is  plethoric,  mould  be 
blooded  in  proportion  to  his  ftrength  ;  his 
bowels  mould  be  opened  with  a  gentle 
laxative,  or  with  a  clyfter ;  and  he  mould 
|}e  kept  in  bed  till  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe  be  removed.  In  this  manner  I  have 
known  the  moft  formidable  attack  foon 
carried  off,  while,  from  treating  them  with 
inattention,  even  the  moft  trifling  fymp- 
toms  have  been  rendered  fevere,  and  in 
the  higheft  degree  obftinate. 

The  fudden  and  unexpected  manner  in 
which  patients  are  often  attacked  with  a 
return  of  thefe  affections,  has  given  caufe 
to  fufpeCl  that  they  muft,  in  fuch  inftances, 
proceed  from  fpafm.  But  the  obflinacy 
with  which  they  often  continue,  as  well  as 
every  other  circumftance  attending  them, 

U  3  ren- 
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renders  it  obvious,  that  in  a  great  propor- 
tion of  cafes  they  proceed  from  canfes  of 
a  more  permanent  nature  than  fpafm  is  al- 
moft  ever  found  to  be. 

17.  We  have  hitherto  been  fuppofing 
that  the  ftrictures  are  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
to  permit  a  bougie  to  be  palled  with  no 
great  difficulty ;  in  which  cafe,  no  doubt 
can  be  entertained  of  our  being  able,  by 
perfeverance,  either  to  accomplim  a  cure, 
or  to  afford  at  leafl  very  effectual  relief, 
and  to  prevent  any  alarming  obftrudlion 
from  taking  place  to  the  paffage  of  the 
urine ;  for  however  bad  a  ftricture  may 
be,  if  bougies  of  a  fmall  fize  can  be  paffe4 
at  firft,  we  may  always  be  able,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  in  a  gradual  manner,  to 
introduce  thofe  of  a  larger  fize.    But  fre- 
quently, either  from  the  paffage  being  con- 
tracted to  a  very  fmall  fize,  or  from  the 
ftriclure  being  altogether  on  one  fide  of 
the  urethra,  by  which  the   paffage  is 
thrown  over  to  the  oppofite  one,  after  a 
variety  of  attempts  we  find  no  progrefs 

made, 


Sect.  IV.       from  StriSturcs,  fcfr.  295 

made,  or  if  any  thing  is  gained,  it  is  fo 
inconfiderable  as  to  afford  no  kind  of  re- 
lief. This  proves  always  very  difpiriting 
to  the  patient,  and  is  apt  to  difpofe  practi- 
tioners not  much  verfant  in  this  branch 
of  bufinefs  to  defift  from  all  further  trials  : 
confidering  the  difeafe  to  be  incurable, 
they  prefcribe  a  courfe  of  palliatives, 
which,  for  the  moft  part,  avail  little,  while 
the  only  remedy  from  which  advantage 
could  be  expected  is  deferted. 

This  ought  never  to  be  done,  at  leaft  it 
ought  never  to  come  on  the  part  of  the 
practitioner,  nor  can  any  thing  warrant 
the  meafure  but  the  patient  himfelf  being 
determined  againft  the  farther  application 
of  bougies.  This,  from  impatience  and 
difappointment,  is  apt  to  happen ;  but  it 
ought  at  all  times  to  be  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  refilled.  Even  in  the  moft  obftinate 
obftruction  that  occurs,  if  the  pafTage  be 
not  altogether  obliterated,  a  furgeon  of  ex- 
perience will  fcarcely  fail,  if  he  be  not  pre- 
vented by  the  impatience  or  timidity  of 
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his  patient  from  perfevering  for  a  due 
length  of  time. 

1 8.  When  there  is  caufe  to  fufpecT  that 
the  paflage  is  thrown  over  to  one  fide  of 
the  urethra,  by  the  ftricture  being  fixed 
in  the  other,  a  point  in  which  we  may 
fometimes  be  determined  by  external  ex- 
amination with  the  fingers,  and  moft  fre- 
quently by  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  the 
extremity  of  the  bougie  mould  be  flightly 
curved  or  bent  before  being  inferted,  and 
the  point  of  it  being  turned  towards  that 
fide  where  the  paflage  is  underttood  to  be, 
if  carried  on  in  this  direction  we  will 
fometimes  fucceed,  when  various  attempts 
have  failed  in  the  ufual  manner.  It  will 
be  readily  fuppofed  that  the  curvature 
given  to  the  bougie  muft  be  very  incon- 
siderable ;  but  even  the  llighteft  will  fome- 
times give  it  the  direction  which  we  wifli 
it  to  take,  while  it  does  not  prevent  it  from 
palling  with  fufEcient  eafe  along  the  ure- 
thra. 

19.  In 
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1 9.  In  the  introduction  of  a  bougie  it 
ought  to  be  kept  firm  between  the  finger 
and  thumb  of  the  right  hand,  and  pufhed 
gradually  forward  till  it  reaches  the  flric- 
ture  ;  but  when  it  has  got  this  length,  it 
commonly  anfwers  better  to  twirl  it  be- 
tween the  finger  and  thumb,  taking  care 
to  pulh  it  gently  forward  at  the  fame  time. 
At  leaft  I  often  fucceed  in  this  manner 
when  the  ufual  method  of  puming  it  di- 
rectly on,  has  failed. 

20.  I  have  already  obferved  that  no 
more  force  mould  be  ufed  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  bougie  than  is  merely  neceflary 
for  making  it  pafs  ;  but  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark, that  in  the  hands  of  a  furgeon  of 
experience,  much  more  force  may  with 
fafety  be  applied  than  others  can  with  any 
propriety  venture  to  employ.  By  puming 
a  bougie  flowly  and  gradually  forward, 
we  often  force  it  through  ftriclures  with- 
out any  difcharge  of  blood  taking  place, 
while  much  pain  and  laceration  is  fome- 
times  produced   even  by  lefs  violence, 

when 
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when  applied  in  a  hurried  or  quick  man- 
ner. 

21.  When  we  find  upon  trial  that  a 
fmall  bougie,  nearly  the  fize  of  the  open- 
ing, is  made  to  pafs,  no  force  will  be  af- 
terwards required,  if  the  bougies  be  gra- 
dually increafed  in  nze.  But  when  we 
find,  upon  repeated  trials,  that  the  remain- 
ing paffage  cannot  be  difcovered,  and 
when  we  therefore  mean  to  employ  more 
force,  a  bougie  of  greater  ftrength  mould 
be  ufed  in  place  of  the  fmaller  one.  The 
imall  fized  bougies,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  common  kind,  are  fo  eaflly  bent  that 
they  ihould  never  be  employed  where 
much  force  is  required.  I  have  known 
even  furgeons  of  experience  pufh  forward 
bougies  of  this  kind,  and  concluding  that 
they  had  paffed  the  ftricture,  have  carried 
them  on  till  they  imagined  they  had 
nearly  reached  the  bladder,  when,  on  being 
withdrawn,  they  were  twifted  up  in  the 
form  of  a  cork-fcrew,  having  never  gone 
farther  than  the  ftricture. 

\Vith 
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With  a  firm,  well-polifhed  bougie  of 
elaftic  gum,  well  rounded  at  the  end,  and 
not  fmaller  than  a  crow's  quill,  fuch  a 
force  may  be  applied  as  will  often  fucceed 
when  no  advantage  can  be  derived  from 
thofe  of  a  fmaller  fize  ;  and  we  mould  not 
be  deterred  from  proceeding  although  the 
firft  trials  prove  unfuccefsful,  for  we  often 
pafs  the  ftriclure  by  perfeverance  when 
no  advantage  was  gained  at  nrft. 

1  have  reafon  indeed  to  imagine,  from 
what  has  happened  in  the  courfe  of  my 
own  practice,  that  few  cafes  will  occur 
which  may  not  ultimately  be  cured  by 
bougies.  But  when  they  do,  in  what 
manner  are  we  to  proceed  ?  When  every 
trial  that  we  dare  venture  upon  with  bou- 
gies fails,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  This,  it  is 
evident,  mull  depend  entirely  upon  the 
ftate  of  the  parts  affected,  and  upon  the 
degree  of  obftruction  which  takes  place. 

If  there  is  fhill  fuch  an  opening  left  as ' 
admits  of  the  urine  pafling  off  with  toler- 
able eafe,  I  would  advife  nothing  farther 
to  be  done.   A  patient,  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
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had  better  fubmit  to  the  inconvenience  of 
palling  it  flowly,  and  even  frequently,  than 
to  the  operation  of  re  moving  the  ftricture, 
which  confills  in  laying  the  obftrucled 
part  of  the  urethra  open,  and  in  the  fre- 
quent introduction  of  a  bougie  during  the 
procefs  of  the  reunion  of  the  divided 
parts.  This,  however,  is  an  operation  of 
much  importance :  it  is  attended  with  fq 
much  pain,  and  with  fuch  uncertain  fuc- 
cefs,  that  no  practitioner  of  experience 
Would  recommend  it  while  the  urine  is  not 
totally  obflructed ;  and  long  before  this 
could  probably  happen,  the  htuation  of 
the  parts  lying  between  the  ftricture  and 
the  bladder  is  commonly  fuch  as  to  in- 
duce the  patient  to  fubmit  more  readily  to 
any  operation  that  may  be  neceffary  than 
he  ever  would  have  done  in  a  more  early 
ftage  of  the  diforder.  Whenever  the  ftric- 
.ture  occahons  much  difficulty  to  the  flow 
of  urine,  that  part  of  the  urethra  lying  be- 
tween the  ftricture  and  bladder  is  neceiTa- 
rily  diftended  on  every  attempt  to  void 
urine.    This  frequent  ftretching  at  Lift 

weakr 
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weakens  the  lining  membrane  of  the  nrer 
thra :  the  urine  is  at  firft  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  afterwards  in  larger,  forced  into 
the  furrounding  cellular  fubftance :  this 
forming  one  or  more  fmall  tumours,  at 
laft  burfts  out  through  a  correfponding 
number  of  openings,  either  in  the  peri- 
neum, or  in  the  cellular  part  of  the  {da- 
tum. At  leaft  this  is  the  ufual  progreis 
of  fuch  tumours  when  the  ftric"tures  in 
the  urethra  by  which  they  were  produced 
cannot  be  removed. 

This  is  the  mod  frequent  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
mention,  Fiftula  in  Perineo,  in  which  the 
urine  continues  to  flow  out  at  the  newly 
forced  openings,  as  long  as  the  ftricTures 
in  the  urethra  are  allowed  to  remain,  and 
which  accordingly,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  makes  the  patient  eafily  fubmit  to 
whatever  may  be  neceiTary  for  removing 
them.  In  fuch  circumftances  nothing  will 
prove  fuccefsful  if -the  difeafed  parts  be 
not  freely  laid  open.  A  ftafF  being  intro- . 
cluced  the  length  of  the  flriclure,  and  a 
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fmall  probe  paffed  in  at  one  of  the  open- 
ings, and  carried  to  the  oppohte  fide  of 
the  ftricture,  the  intermediate  fpace  mould 
be  laid  open  by  an  incifion  in  the  direction 
of  the  urethra.  In  this  manner  the  caufe  of 
obflrudlion  will  be  difcovered  and  re- 
moved, and  the  other  finufes  communi- 
cating with  the  urethra  being  likewife  laid 
freely  open,  a  cure,  even  of  the  word  cafes 
that  occur,  may  thus  be  frequently  obtain- 
ed.   To  enter  more  fully  into  the  conn- 
deration  of  this  operation,  and  of  the  after 
treatment  of  the  fores,  would  here  be  im- 
proper, as  it  would  extend  this  article  to  * 
too  great  a  length.    It  could  not  be  done 
with  precifion  and  clearnefs  without  enter- 
ing upon  the  general  doctrine  of  fifhula, 
and  upon  the  different  methods  of  cure 
that  have  been  propofed  for  it ;  and  as  this 
has  been  done  in  a  different  work,  I  muft 
now  refer  to  what  I  had  then  occafion  to 
fay  upon  it*. 

Before  concluding  the  confideration  of 
ftric"lures  in  the  urethra,  I  think  it  necef- 

*  Vide  Svftcm  of  Surgerv,  chapters  zr  and  xx. 
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fary  to  nqtice  a  method  of  cure  that  has 
been  propofed  where  we  fail  in  the  intro- 
duction of  bougies,  the  repeated  introduc- 
tion of  cauftic  into  the  urethra,  with  the 
view  of  deftroying  the  caufe  by  which  the 
flricture  is  produced. 

This  practice  prevailed  upwards  of  a 
hundred  years  ago,  but  was  foon  relin- 
quished. It  has  lately,  however,  been  re- 
vived, or  rather  a  propofal  made  for  re- 
viving it,  by  Mr.  Hunter  of  London,  un- 
der whofe  direction  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
it  will  foon  become  as  generally  ufeful  as 
we  can  ever  expect  it  to  be.  But  as  I  con- 
sider this  practice  as  more  or  lefs  hazard- 
ous, and  not  likely  to  prove  often  effectual, 
I  mail  briefly  ftate  what  leads  me  to 'form, 
this  opinion,  that  others  may  be  on  their 
guard  againft  too  implicit  an  adoption 
of  it. 

The  introduction  of  cauftic  into  the 
urethra  muft  prove  hazardous  from  two 
circumftances,  our  not  being  able,  even 
with  all  the  pains  we  can  take,  to  apply  it 
to  the  flricture  alone,  without  injuring 
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the  contiguous  parts  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  rifk  which  there  muft  always  be 
of  fome  fmall  portion  of  the  cauftic  break- 
ing off  and  being  left  in  the  pafTage. 

Mr.  Hunter  has  indeed  invented  a  very- 
neat  apparatus  for  the  introduction  of 
cauftic.  It  confifts  of  a  hlver  tube,  open 
at  both  ends,  nearly  the  thicknefs  of  a  com- 
mon catheter,  with  a  port-crayon,  fome- 
what  longer  than  the  tube,  into  which  the 
cauftic  is  fixed.  A  ftillette,  with  a  perfectly 
round  end,  is  firft  palled  through  the  tube, 
and  if  it  be  exactly  fitted  to  the  end  of  it, 
the  two  together  may  be  carried  with  per- 
fect eafe  along  the  urethra  till  they  come 
in  contact  with  the  ftricture,  when  the 
ftillette  is  to  be  withdrawn,  and  the  port- 
crayon, with  the  cauftic  fixed  in  it,  intro- 
duced. The  cauftic  being  applied  to  the 
ftricture  for  about  the  fpace  of  a  minute, 
muft  be  withdrawn  along  with  the  in- 
ftrument,  and  this  muft  be  repeated  every 
two  or  three  days  till  the  caufe  of  obftruc- 
tion  is  removed. 

This, 
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This,  from  defcription,  appears  perfectly 
fimple,  and  of  eafy  execution ;  but  not- 
withftanding  the  ingenuity  of  the  inven- 
tion, it  is  obvioufly  liable  to  the  two  ob- 
jections which  I  have  mentioned.  We 
know,  even  where  parts  are  uncovered* 
and  therefore  immediately  under  view, 
that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  deftroy 
difeafed  parts  with  cauftic,  without  injur- 
ing the  contiguous  found  parts.  In  the  ure-» 
thra,  therefore,  where  we  receive  no  advan- 
tage from  the  eye,  and  where  the  flighted 
deviation  of  the  inftrument  may  fix  the 
cauftic  upon  the  urethra  itfelf,  inftead  of 
the  ftricture,  there  muft  evidently  be  a 
good  deal  of  hazard  from  this  circumflance 
alone,  independent  of  the  chance  of  injur- 
ing the  contiguous  parts  merely  by  the 
fpreading  of  the  cauftic,  admitting  it  to 
be  applied  with  all  manner  of  exactnefs. 

Befides,  as  the  fize  of  cauftic  that  can 
be  paired  in  this  manner  is  neceffarily  very 
fmall,  there  muft  always  be  fome  hazard 
of  its  flipping  out  or  breaking  off,  an  oc- 
currence from  which  the  higheft  degree  of* 
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diftrefs  would  enfue  ;  for  it  could  not  be 
extracted,  and  dilution  could  not  be  em- 
ployed with  fuch  effect  as  to  prevent  it 
from  doing  a  great  deal  of  mifchief. 

Another  very  important  objection  oc- 
curs to  this  practice.  A  great  proportion 
of  all  ftrictures,  perhaps  nearly  nine  of  a 
hundred,  are  feated  beyond  the  curve  of 
the  urethra,  to  which  an  inflrument  fo 
ftreight  as  a  tube  acting  as  the  conductor 
of  another  body  ought  to  be,  cannot  be 
carried.  But  Mr.  Hunter,  forefeeing  the 
difficulty,  has  endeavoured  to  remove  it 
by  propofing  that  the  end  of  the  tube 
lhould  be  flexible,  and  of  the  fame  form 
with  the  common  flexible  catheter  of  iilver. 
But  this,  while  it  apparently  adds  to  the 
ingenuity  of  the  invention,  renders  it  evi- 
dently more  hazardous.  The  fmall  point 
of  cauflic  contained  in  the  port-crayon  will 
be  more  apt  to  be  broken  or  loofened  in 
pafling  through  a  curved  tube  than  through 
a  ftreight  one,  while  it  will  not  be  pollible 
to  apply  it  to  any  one  point  with  fuch 
firmnef^  and  fteadinefs. 

But 
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But  even  admitting  that  cauftic  may 
with  fafety  be  conveyed  to  ftrictures  in 
the  urethra,  yet,  in  thofe  cafes  which  do 
not  yield  to  the  ufe  of  bougies,  the  ob- 
ftructlon  is  generally  of  eonfiderable  ex- 
tent,  and  the  quantity  of  cauftic  neceftary 
for  removing  it  fo  great  that  the  contigu- 
ous found  parts  of  the  paffage  mufh  be 
much  injured,  whatever  care  and  attention 
we  beftow  in  the  application  of  fo  active 
a  remedy.  On  thefe  accounts,  it  would 
appear,  that  for  the  removal  of  ftrietures 
in  the  urethra,  the  application  of  cauftic  is 
either  impracticable  or  unfafe.  In  all 
flight  obftructions  of  the  urethra  a  degree 
of  force  may  be  ufed  with  bougies,  fuffi- 
cient  for  removing  them*  Whenever  this 
can  be  done,  no  perfon  will  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  preferring  them  to  the  ufe  of 
cauftic  ;  and  when  the  caufe  of  obftruction 
is  of  fuch  extent  as  to  render  our  attempts 
with  bougies  unfuccefsful,  there  will  be 
little  or  no  room  to  hope  that  cauftic  will 
anfwer  the  purpofe.  In  other  parts  of  the 
body  we  all  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  re-* 
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move  even  the  callous  edges  of  an  ulcer 
with  cauflic.  Nay,  in  many  inftances,  new 
parts  feem  to  form  before  the  efchar  pro- 
duced by  the  previous  application  of  the 
cauftic  has  come  off.  I  have  no  hentation, 
therefore,  in  faying,  that  in  fimilar  affec- 
tions of  the  urethra,  proceeding  to  the  ex- 
tent which  we  here  fuppofe  them  to  do, 
cauftic  would  either  be  altogether  inade- 
quate for  the  purpofe,  or  mult  be  applied 
.  in  fuch  quantities  as  would  be  attended 
with  a  great  deal  of  hazard. 

In  all  fuch  circumftances,  I  confider  it 
as  preferable  to  let  the  difeafe  take  its 
ufual  courfe.  The  worft  that  can  happen 
is,  the  formation  of  rinufes  behind  the 
ftrictures,  and  the  difcharge  of  urine  from 
the  openings  which  thefe  produce,  Few 
patients  incline  long  to  fubmit  to  this  ;  but 
I  confider  the  cure  of  this  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe, by  the  mode  of  treatment  already 
pointed  out,  as  more  certain,  while  it  is 
obvioufly  much  lefs  hazardous  than  the 
means  propofed  for  preventing  it  by  the 
application  of  cauftic. 

SECT- 
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SECTION  V. 

Of  deranged  Senfations  in  the  Bladder ;  Ure- 
thra, and  contiguous  Parts, 

• 

the  running  and  other  leading 
fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  becoming- 
moderate,  all  the  others  ufually  abate,  and 
the  patient,  for  the  mod  part,  is  perfectly 
well  foon  after  the  difcharge  leaves  him. 

This,  however,  is  by  no  means  univer- 
fally  the  cafe,  for  it  fometimes  happens 
that  a  good  deal  of  diftrefs  remains  long 
after  the  difcharge  is  completely  removed, 
and  as  the  fymptoms  which  take  place  in 
this  Hate  of  the  difeafe  are  of  a  nature 
which  cannot  be  referred  to  any  particular 
head,  I  have  judged  it  proper  to  fpeak  of 
them  in  a  feparate  feclion. 

Without  any  fixed  pain,  a  patient,  who 
from  the  difcharge  and  other  fymptoms 
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pf  Gonorrhoea  leaving  him,  has  caufe  to 
imagine  that  his  cure  is  completed,  will 
be  fuddenly  feized  with  uneafmefs  over 
his  loins  ;  pamful  feelings  over  all  the  re- 
gion of  the  bladder,  particularly  about  the 
neck  of  it ;  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs  on  the  re- 
gion of  the  kidneys,  which  fometimes  be- 
comes much  pained  ;  a  confiderable  degree 
of  uneafmefs  over  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
urethra,  particularly  about  the  glans,  and 
a  painful  fenfation  of  rolling,  and  other 
unufual  motions,  in  the  teflicles. 

In  fome  cafes  thefe  fymptoms,  which 
feem  to  be  confined  to  the  organs  of  urine 
and  generation,  take  place  either  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  themfelves.  At  other  times 
they  are  conjoined  with  affections  of  other 
parts,  chiefly  with  thofe  of  the  flomach 
and  alimentary  canal.  In  one  cafe  they 
were  accompanied  with  regular  attacks  of 
cholic,  which  had  all  the  appearance,  from 
the  violent  degree  of  pain  which  occurred, 
pf  proceeding  from  inflammation,  but 
which  always  fubfided  immediately  on  the 
•fymptoms  being  removed  by  which  it 
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feemed  to  be  induced.  In  different  in- 
fiances  I  have  known  ficknefs  and  vomit- 
ing fucceed  to  that  painful  uneafinefs  to 
which  patients  in  this  fituation  are  fome- 
times  liable  in  the  kidneys. 

Diflrefsful  feelings  frequently  occur  in 
the  rectum,  which  give  caufe  to  fufpect, 
in  fome  inftances,  that  they  proceed  from 
piles,  and  in  others  from  tumours  forming 
in  the  end  of  the  gut.  A  painful  tenef- 
mus  often  accompanies  this  let  of  fymp- 
toms. 

In  fome  almofl  every  fymptom  occurs 
which  ufually  takes  place  in  flone  in  the 
bladder.  A  dull,  heavy  pain  is  felt  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  which  fpreads  along 
the  urethra,  and  fixes  upon  the  glans. 
The  patient  is  diflreffed  with  frequent  de- 
fire  to  pafs  water,  and,  in  paffmg  it,  it  of- 
ten flops  fuddenly  when  coming  off  in  a 
full  flream. 

In  a  few  cafes  fymptoms  of  paralyfis 
occur,  both  in  the  bladder  and  urethra. 
The  patient  at  one  time  finding  it  difficult, 
or  even  impomble,  to  force  the  urine  out 
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pf  the  bladder,  while,  at  others,  it  runs  off 
in  drops,  without  his  being  able  to  retain 
it. 

Thefe  unequal  flates  of  the  power  of 
paffing  and  retaining  the  urine  will  fome- 
times  occur  alternately,  feveral  times  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  day  ;  while  at  times 
one  of  them  will  continue  for  feveral  days 
together,  and  at  laft  will  difappear  fud- 
denly,  after  haying  refilled  every  remedy 
that  had  been  employed  for  it. 

It  will  readily  be  fuppofed,  however,  that 
all  of  thefe  fymptoms  cannot  probably  oc- 
cur at  the  fame  time  in  the  fame  patient, 
but  every  practitioner  mufl  have  met  with 
all  of  them  in  different  patients. 

At  the  fame  time  that  they  take  place  with 
fome  variety,  they  likewife  occur  in  very 
different  degrees.  In  fome  they  are  fo 
flight  as  merely  to  excite  fome  trifling  de- 
gree of  uneafinefs,  and  fo  transient,  that 
they  come  and  go  frequently  in  the  courfe 
pf  the  fame  day  ;  while,  in  others,  they  are 
fo  fixed  and  permanent  that  the  patient  re- 
gains in  a  itate  of  conftant  diftrefs,  and 
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experiences  fuch  a  degree  of  it  as  he  is 
fcarcely  able  to  fupport. 

In  women,  the  bladder,  kidneys,  and 
abdominal  vifcera,  are  equally  liable  to  be 
affected  as  in  men ;  and  they  are  alfo  apt 
to  be  diftreffed  with  uneafinefs  about  the 
neck  of  the  womb,  and  bearing-down 
pains,  ftretching  to  the  thighs. 

Even  in  the  mod  firm -minded  people  the 
fymptoms  1  have  defcribed  prove  frequent- 
ly very  diftrefsful ;  but  where  the  mind  is 
weak,  and  the  imagination  eafily  affected, 
they  arrive  in  fome  inftances  at  the  moft 
alarming  height.  In  whatever  degree  they 
may  appear,  they  are  attributed  to  the 
preceding  difeafe  having  either  been  im- 
properly treated,  or  not  completely  cured ; 
and  when  this  occurs  in  a  mind  prone  to 
fears  and  anxiety,  the  diftrefs  which  they 
are  apt  to  excite,  is  in  fome  inftances  fo 
great,  as  can  fcarcely  from  fuch  a  caufe  be 
fuppofed  to  exift.  Whether  a  courfe  of 
mercury  be  advifeablc  or  not,  the  patient  is 
never  fatisfied  till  this  medicine  be  prefcri- 
ked  ;  for  he  is  always  afraid  that  his  con- 
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ftitution  will  be  ruined  if  mercury  be 
omitted.  If  this  proves  fuccefsful,  or  if 
he  gets  well  when  under  it,  he  remains 
completely  fatisned ;  but  when  this  does 
not  happen,  as  is  the  cafe  in  moft  inflances, 
he  then  believes  that  he  is  incurable,  and 
that  his  fituation  is  defperate.  Every  va- 
riety of  noftrum  is  now  had  recoude  to : 
by  the  effect,  of  thefe,  and  ftill  more  by  the 
agony  of  mind  under  which  he  labours, 
his  conftitution  at  la  ft  begins  to  fuffer ;  he 
gradually  becomes  weaker  and  emaciated  ; 
and  if  his  life  is  prolonged,  it  is  almoft  al- 
ways a  fcene  of  anxious  inquietude  and 
diflrefs. 

The  caufe  of  all  or  any  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms  it  is  often  impomble  to  explain. 
Were  they  to  happen  chiefly  where  the  pre- 
vious inflammation  has  run  high,  or  where 
the  patient,  when  under  cure,  had  been  par- 
ticularly apt  to  indulge  in  venery,  excefs 
of  wine,  or  bodily  fatigue,  one  or  other  of 
thefe  caufes  would  tend  to  account  for 
them.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 
They  are  met  with  as  frequently  where 
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the  difeafe  has  been  of  a  mild  nature,  and 
where  it  was  cured  in  an  eafy  manner,  as 
where  the  fymptoms  have  been  fevere  and 
obftinate.  Where  this,  takes  place  we  are 
apt  to  fuppofe  that  they  are  moftly,  if  not 
entirely,  of  an  imaginary  nature,  and  to 
treat  them  accordingly.  This,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  may  often  be  proper,  as  it  may 
fortify  the  mind  of  the  patient  againft 
thofe  ill-grounded  fears  to  which  he  might 
otherwife  be  expofed ;  but  we  are  not  to 
fuppofe  that  fymptoms  of  this  kind  are  al- 
ways ideal,  merely  from  our  not  being  able 
to  account  for  them,  or  from  the  previous 
Gonorrhoea  having  been  of  fuch  a  mild  na- 
ture as  we  may  imagine  ought  not  to  have 
produced  them.  I  have  met  with  inftances 
of  this,  where  the  previous  difeafe  was  ex- 
ceedingly mild,  and  where  no  obvious  af- 
fection of  the  parts  was  perceptible,  and 
yet  the  violence  of  the  diftrefs  in  fuch  a 
degree  as  kept  the  patients  in  a  ftate  of 
conflant  mifery. 

Many  of  the  fymptoms  enumerated 
above  are  fuch  as  are  produced  by  tumours 
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about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  particular- 
ly by  affections  of  the  proftate  gland,  and 
by  a  contracted  ftate  of  the  bladder  itfelf. 
In  fuch  cafes,  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
is  at  once  rendered  obvious  by  examina- 
tion with  the  finger  in  ano ;  but  at  pre- 
fent  we  are  fuppofing  that  no  organic  af- 
fection can  be  difcovered  either  inwardly 
or  outwardly,  an  occurrence  by  no  means 
uncommon,  and  in  which  I  therefore  con- 
clude that  the  fymptoms  proceed  from  a 
deranged  ftate  of  the  nerves,  produced  by 
the  previous  affection  of  the  urethra.  I 
have  accordingly  arranged  all  of  them  un- 
der one  general  head  of  Deranged  Senfa- 
tions, nor  is  there  caufe,  from  the  nature 
of  the  remedies  found  to  prove  mo  ft  fuc- 
cefsful  in  removing  them,  to  treat  of  them 
feparately,  nearly  the  fame  general  treat- 
ment being  found  to  anfwer  in  all  of  them. 

Before  proceeding  to  enumerate  the .  re- 
medies for  affections  of  this  kind,  I  may 
obferve,  that  although  we  cannot  in  any 
cafe  fay  pofitively  what  will  accompliih  a 
cure,  I  can  with  certainty  fay  what  will 
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not  anfwer.  I  have  already  remarked,  that 
patients  in  this  fituation  are  apt  to  fufpect 
that  their  fymptoms  proceed  from  the  pre- 
vious difeafe  having  been  improperly 
treated.  This  leads  them  to  imagine  that 
a  latent  poifon  is  Hill  lurking  in  the  con- 
ftitucion,  and  mercury  being  the  only  cer- 
tain antidote  for  the  venereal  poifon,  they 
always  infill  upon  this  being  prefcribed. 
Some  practitioners,  ftill  entertaining  the 
opinion  of  Gonorrhoea  and  Lues  Venerea 
proceeding  from  the  fame  infection,  con- 
fider  it  necelfary  to  prefcribe  mercury  for 
all  the  confequences  of  each  of  them,  while 
others  are  readily  prevailed  upon,  by  the  fo- 
licitation  of  their  patients,  to  permit  what 
they  may  fuppofe  it  would  not  be  in  their 
power  to  prevent.  But  from  all  the  ex- 
perience which  I  have  had  of  it,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  no  advantage  is 
ever  derived  from  it,  while,  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes,  it  evidently  does  harm. 
By  relaxing  the  conftitution  it  renders  it 
much  more  irritable  than  it  was  before, 
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and  thus  tends  to  aggravate  all  fuch  fymp- 
toms  as  thofe  we  are  now  conudering. 

The  remedies  upon  which  we  chiefly 
depend  are,  blood-letting,  opiates,  warm 
bathing,  blifters,  cicuta,  hyocyamus,  elec- 
tricity, Jefuit's  bark,  and  cold  bathing. 

When  the  conftitution  is  already  much 
reduced  and  debilitated,  blood-letting  muft 
neceffarily  be  inadmiffible  ;  but  whenever 
plethora  takes  place  nothing  proves  more 
ufeful  than  blood-letting,  both  general  and 
local,  particularly  the  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  perineum,  and  parts  contiguous 
to  the  anus,  by  the  application  of  leeches. 
In  fuch  circum fiances  it  removes  or  leffens 
irritability  with  more  certainty  than  any 
other  remedy.  Even  where  there  has  been 
caufe  to  fufpecl:  a  tendency  to  paralyfis  in 
the  bladder  and  contiguous  parts,  leeches 
applied  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  feat  of  the 
clifeafe  have  proved  ferviceable  ;  nor  need 
we  ever  hefitate  in  advifing  them  where  the 
patient  is  not  much  emaciated.  But  the 
remedy  which,  in  all  affections  of  this 
kind,  proves  mofl  univerfally  ufeful  is 
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opium.  It  not  only  fooths  and  allays  the 
prefent  diftrefs,  but  when,  by  a  well-judg- 
ed, timeous  application  of  it  we  can,  for  a 
week  or  two  together  prevent  the  acceffion 
of  pain,  we  in  this  manner  often  accomp- 
lifh  a  cure.  It  anfwers  the  purpofe  whe- 
ther it  be  given  by  the  mouth  or  in  cly- 
fters,  but  it  proves  always  mod  effectual 
when  given  in  fufficient  dofes  by  the 
anus. 

The  external  application  of  laudanum, 
and  of  anodyne  balfam,  in  fome  cafes  af- 
fords relief,  particularly  when  conjoined 
with  aether.  In  thofe  deranged  fenfations 
which  fometimes  occur  in  the  perineum 
and  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  imme- 
diate relief  is  often  obtained  by  rubbing 
the  parts  affected  with  a  mixture  of  warm 
laudanum  and  aether  ;  and  I  have  known 
the  fuppreffion  of  urine,  which  occurs 
from  this  caufe,  relieved  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. 

When  opiates  fail  in  procuring  relief, 
or  when  they  difagree  with  the  patient, 
the    femicupium    fometimes  fucceeds. 

Warm 


320  Of  'deranged  Senfattons        Ch.  III. 

Warm  fomentations  applied  to  the  peri- 
neum, and  over  the  loins,  often  prove  ufe- 
ful ;  and  the  fleams  of  warm  vinegar,  con- 
veyed with  attention  to  the  parts  affected, 
have  likewife  been  ufed  with  advantage. 
The  befl  article  we  can  employ  in  fuch 
cafes  for  fomentations  is  a  ftrong  decoc- 
tion of  the  heads  of  poppies. 

Blifters,  in  all  fuch  affections,  are  per- 
haps the  mofl  effectual  of  all  our  external 
applications.  It  is  chiefly,  however,  where 
the  urethra  feems  to  be  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe  that  they  prove  ufeful,  and  where  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  is  affected  with  fuch 
a  degree  of  weaknefs  as  prevents  the  urine 
from  being  retained  by  it.  In  the  former, 
blifters  act  with  mofl  advantage  when  ap- 
plied to  the  perineum,  and  in  the  latter 
they  fhould  be  applied  to  the  loins.  The 
mofl  diflrefsful  fenfations  produced  by 
this  caufe,  and  which  for  many  years  have 
obflinately  refilled  every  other  remedy, 
have,  in  fome  inflances,  been  removed  by 
the  application  of  a  blifter  to  the  perineum. 
In  fome  cafes  one  proves  fufEcient;  but 
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in  others  they  require  to  be  repeated  once 
and  again  before  all  the  fymptoms  dis- 
appear. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  with  blifters; 
exciting  a  return  of  the  running  after  it  has 
Hopped,  or  after  it  has  been  diminifhed  in 
quantity,  has  at  times  been  productive  of 
fome  benefit.  This  may  be  done  by  fo- 
menting the  penis  and  perineum  with 
warm  water,  the  application  of  warm 
poultices  to  the  perineum,  and  by  a  cau- 
tious ufe  of  bougies.  The  practice  was 
probably  fuggefted  by  fymptoms  of  this 
kind  having  in  fome  inftances  been  re- 
moved by  the  patient-getting  a  frefh  attack 
of  Gonorrhoea  from  a  new  infection,  dif- 
ferent cafes  of  which  I  have  met  with. 

In  all  fuch  inftances,  where  the  inflam- 
mation recently  induced  is  confiderable^ 
the  previous  fymptoms  are  either  much 
diminifhed  in  violence,  or  entirely  re- 
moved. This  would  lead  to  the  practice 
of  exciting  an  inflamed  ftate  of  the  parts 
in  a  confiderable  degree,  and  which  bou- 
gies will  never  fail  to  do,  if  covered  with 

Vol.  L  Y  oil 
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oil  of  turpentine,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
common  refin  melted  in  it ;  but  as  it  is  ob- 
vious that  much  harm  would  enfue  from 
this  practice  being  carried  any  great  length, 
it  ought  to  be  managed  in  every  inftance 
with  the  greateft  delicacy  and  attention. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  it 
proves  chiefly  ufeful  where  the  difeafe  is 
confined  to  the  urethra  ;  although,  in  fome 
cafes,  it  has  mcceeded  even  where  the 
bladder  and  kidneys  have  been  affected. 

Where  the  urine  in  fuch  cafes  paffes  off 
involuntarily,  blifters,  we  have  faid,  anfwcr 
with  moft  certainty  when  applied  to  the 
loins.  This  probably  proceeds  from  the 
difeafe  in  thefe  inftances  arifing,  for  the 
moft  part,  from  an  affection  of  the  blad- 
der itfelf ;  but  where  it  proceeds,  as  it  may 
fometimes  do,  from  a  tendency  to  paraly- 
fis  in  the  urethra  and  mufcles  connected 
with  it,  blifters  will  prove  moft  ufeful 
when  applied  to  the  perineum. 

Where  the  urine  palTes  off  in  this  man- 
ner, balfam  of  copaiba,  and  other  aftrin- 
gent  balfams,  are  ufiially  given.  They 
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are  fuppofed  to  acft  chiefly  by  reftoring 
the  tone  of  filch  parts  as  appear  to  be  re- 
laxed and  weakened,  and  which  it  is  ima- 
gined they  mnft  do,  from  their  having  a 
peculiar  tendency  to  pafs  off  by  the  organs 
of  urine.    In  like  manner  the  internal  ufe 
of  cantharides  is  prefcribed,  from  an  idea 
of  this  fymptom  depending,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  on  a  lofs  of  tone  in  the  parts  af- 
fected, and  from  our  knowing,  that  in 
mod  cafes,  cantharides  proves  a  powerful 
ftimulus  both  to  the  kidneys  and  bladder. 
.  All  of  thele  balfams,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mon turpentines,  which  are  not  eflentially 
different,  may  in  all  fuch  cafes  be  ufcd 
with  fafety.    In  fome  inftances  they  may 
perhaps  prove  ufeful,  and  I  do  not  ima- 
gine that  they  will  ever  do  harm.  This, 
however,  cannot  be  faid  of  the  internal 
ufe  of  cantharides.    In  large  quantities 
they  act  as  a  poifon :  and  even  where  ma- 
naged with  caution,  the  principle  of  the 
practice  feems,  in  fuch  cafes  as  we  are  now 
fpeaking  of,  to  be  doubtful ;  for  as  there 
is  caufe  to  fuppofe  that  the  difeafe  pro- 
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ceeds  more  frequently  from  too  much  ir- 
ritability about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and 
urethra,  than  from  any  deficiency  of  tone, 
there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  by  increafing 
the  fenfibility  of  the  parts  affected,  they 
would  in  many  inflances  be  more  apt  to 
do  harm  than  good.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
per, previous  to  the  internal  exhibition  of 
cantharides,  to  determine  with  accuracy 
whether  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  real 
weaknefs  or  morbid  irritability.  In  the 
one  cafe  they  may  fometimes  prove  ufeful ; 
in  the  other  they  will  be  apt  to  add  to  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe. 

Cicuta  has  been  frequently  prefcribed 
here  ;  and  when  given  to  fuch  extent  as  to 
act  as  an  anodyne,  it  may  fometimes  prove 
ufeful.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  hyocya- 
mus  may  with  propriety  be  prefcribed ; 
but  we  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
either  of  thefe  articles  act  in  any  other 
manner  in  curing  the  difeafe.  As  no  or- 
ganic affection  appears  to  take  place  here, 
they  cannot  act  by  diffolving  hard  or  en- 
larged  parts.     Any  advantage  derived 
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from  them  will  therefore  be  nearly  in  pro- 
portion to  the  anodyne  effects  which  oc- 
cur from  them  ;  and  in  this  view  they 
may  prove  ufeful  when  opiates  difagree 
with  the  ftomach,  as  in  fuch  circumftances 
it  is  of  confequence  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  employ  remedies  of  a  fimilar  operation. 

Electricity  has  now  and  then  given  a 
temporary  relief  to  fymptoms  of  this  kind. 
It  ihould  be  exhibited  in  the  form  of  fparks 
drawn  from  the  parts  chiefly  affected,  par- 
ticularly from  the  perineum,  and  parts 
moll  contiguous  to  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that 
the  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  in  ad- 
vifing  electricity  that  were  made  upon  the 
internal  exhibition  of  cantharides.  Both 
of  thefe  remedies,  as  well  as  the  applica- 
tion of  blifters  to  the  loins,  have  been 
chiefly  prefcribed,  where,  in  affections  of 
this  nature,  the  urine  paffes  off  involunta- 
rily, and  they  are  advifed  upon  the  idea  of 
this  fymptom  proceeding  from  paralyfis 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder.    But  as  there 
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is  much  caufe  to  imagine  that  the  frequent 
difcharge  of  urine,  which  patients  in  this 
fituation  are  fometimes  diftrelfed  with, 
proceeds  more  from  irritability  in  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  than  from  real  weak- 
nefs,  there  is  reafbn  to  think  that  electri- 
city, by  increafmg  the  fennbility  of  the 
part  afFec"led,  and  which  in  many  inftan- 
ces  it  evidently  does,  will  rather  tend  to 
aggravate  the  complaint. 

Blifters,  whether  applied  to  the  loins  or 
perineum,  may  prove  ufeful,  not  merely  by 
the  difcharge  which  they  excite,  but  by  the 
irritation  which  they  produce  upon  the 
ikin.  There  is  nothing  more  certain  than 
our  being  often  able  to  remove  pain  and  ir- 
ritability from  one  part  by  exciting  it  in 
others.  Of  this  we  have  frequent  proofs 
in  the  application  of  blifters  and  other  fti- 
mulants,  in  deep-feated  pain  in  the  fide, 
where  the  diftrefs  is  often  removed  as  foon 
as  the  ikin  becomes  warm  and  uneafy, 
and  long  before  any  vefications  are  pro- 
duced. Sinapifms  applied  to  the  feet, 
have,  in  fome  inftances,  removed  head-ach 

when 
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when  every  other  remedy  has  failed.  In 
like  mariner  blifters  feem  to  operate  when 
applied  to  the  perineum,  for  the  removal 
of  thofe  fenfations  to  which  patients  in 
this  fituation  are  fbmetimes  liable.  But 
electricity,  as  well  as  the  internal  ufe  of 
cantharides,  by  tending  to  irritate  the  very 
parts  in  which  the  difeafe  is  feated,  feem 
often  to  increafe  the  violence  of  the  fymp- 
tom  they  were  meant  to  remove. 

By  a  due  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  one 
or  other  of  thefe  remedies  we  commonly 
fucceed  in  leffening,  or  even  in  removing 
the  violence  of  the  diftrefs ;  but  as  the 
fymptoms  are  apt  to  recur,  even  after  the 
patient  confiders  himfelf  as  well,  it  becomes 
an  object  of  much  importance  to  obviate 
this.  For  this  purpofe  nothing  proves  fo  ef- 
fectual as  Peruvian  bark  and  cold  bathing. 
A  free  exhibition  of  the  bark  mould  there- 
fore be  prefcribed,  as  foon  as  the  pain  and 
other  fymptoms  have  begun  to  diminilh, 
and  fea  bathing  mould  be  advifed whenever 
it  can  be  obtained.  When  this  cannot  be 
procured,  cold  water  mould  be  applied  lo- 
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cally,  both  to  the  perineum  and  loins. 
Some  advantage  is  derived  from  the  parts 
being  bathed  with  it,  but  it  proves  more 
effectual  when  forcibly  dallied  upon  them. 

An  involuntary  difcharge  of  urine, 
which  we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
fpeak  of,  proves  always  troublefome  ;  but 
the  diftrefs  which  it  excites  is  trifling 
when  compared  with  what  arifes  from  the 
patient  not  being  able  to  expel  it.  Even 
without  any  inflammation,  and  where  no 
caufe  of  obftruction  can  be  difcovered  in 
the  urethra,  a  patient  will  fometimes  find 
it  impoflible  to  pafs  a  fingle  drop.  This, 
no  doubt,  occurs  frequently  from  other 
caufes  ;  but  every  now  and  then  we  meet 
with  it  as  an  evident  confequence  of  irri- 
tability in  the  parts  chiefly  affected  in  this 
difeafe. 

All  the  remedies  we  have  already  ad- 
yifed  will  be  equally  applicable  in  the 
treatment  of  this  fymptom,  as  for  the  re- 
moval of  any  of  the  others.  Opiates,  how- 
ever, and  warm  bathings  prove  chiefly  ufe- 
ful ;  but  when  relief  is  not  foon  obtained, 
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it  becomes  neeeffary  to  draw  the  water  oft 
with  a  catheter  ;  and  as  much  harm  is  apt 
to  enfue  from  this  being  long  delayed,  it 
ought  to  be  advifed  as  foon  as  the  bladder 
appears  to  be  fenfibly  diftended. 

In  fome  cafes  the  introduction  of  a  bou- 
gie will  prove  effectual  ;  and  as  this  gives 
lefs  pain  and  irritation  than  the  pamng  of 
a  catheter,  it  ought  in  the  firft  inftaxice 
always  to  be  preferred.  One  of  the  largeft 
that  will  eafily  pafs  mould  be  made  ufe 
of ;  and,  after  allowing  it  to  remain  in  the 
bladder  for  a  few  minutes,  the  patient 
mould  be  defired  to  pafs  his  water  inftant- 
ly  on  the  bougie  being  withdrawn.  This 
ought  not  to  be  done  with  much  force 
and  preffure,  otherwife  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  urethra  are  apt  to  contract  in- 
•ftantly  on  the  bougie  being  taken  out ; 
wh^Je  the  whole  will  pafs  completely  off 
if  it  can  be  made  to  flow  eafily  at  firft, 
along  with  the  bougie. 

When  this  our  intention  in  employing 
bougies  is  fruftrated,  we  are  under  the  ne- 
wcmty  of  employing  the  catheter  5  and, 
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as  it  is  of  much  importance,  in  all  fuch 
cafes,  to  prevent  irritation  as  far  as  it  can 
poffihly  be  done,  catheters  of  refina  elaftica 
mould  be  employed,  inftead  of  the  com- 
mon inftrument  of  lilver.  It  not  only 
paries  more  eafily,  but  when  any  difficulty 
occurs  in  getting  it  into  the  bladder  it 
may,  in  fome  inftances,  be  proper  to  allow 
it  to  remain  for  a  day  or  two  together, 
which  can  never,  with  any  propriety,  be 
done  with  catheters  of  Iilver. 

The  practice  of  leaving  catheters  in  the 
bladder  is  fpoken  of  by  fome  with  much 
eafe,  and  they  advife  it  wherever  any  per- 
manent ftoppage  occurs  to  the  urine  ;  but 
I  have  in  different  inftances  feen  fo  much 
mifchief  produced  by  it,  that  it  is  a  mea- 
fure  I  never  advife  but  where  much  pain 
and  difficulty  occurs  in  the  introduction 
of  a  catheter.  In  moft  inftances,  more 
pain  is  experienced  from  the  inftrument 
being  allowed  to  remain  in  the  bladder 
than  ever  occurs  from  its  being  frequently 
palled.    Befides  the  irritation  which  even 
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the  fmoothefl  and  fofteft  inftrument  of 
this  kind  excites,  they  are  apt  to  prove 
hurtful  by  incruftations  of  calculous  mat- 
ter forming  upon  them,  in  confequence 
of  depositions  from  the  urine.  There  are 
few  people  whofe  urine  is  fo  free  of  this 
kind  of  matter  as  to  prevent  a  catheter, 
inferted  into  the  bladder,  from  becoming 
rough  with  it  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of 
time.  This  practice,  therefore,  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  adopted  but  where  the  greater! 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  introducing 
the  catheter. 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Teflicles. 

A  Swelling  of  one  of  the  Teftes  is  a 
very  frequent  occurrence  in  Gonor- 
rhoea. From  the  refemblance  which  it 
bears  to  a  hernia,  and  from  its  being  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  the  running  or  hu- 
mour in  Gonorrhoea  falling  down  upon 
the  teftes,  it  is  ufually  termed  a  Hernia 
Humoralis. 

In  fome  inftances  both  teflicles  fwell. 
They  feldom,  however,  fwell  both  at  once  ; 
but  the  fwelling,  on  leaving  one  tefticle, 
is  very  apt  to  go  to  the  other  ;  and  when 
both  have  in  this  manner  been  affected, 
they  fometimes  fwell  alternately  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  together.  I  have  known 
this  happen  for  the  fpace  of  a  year  and  up- 
wards, where  the  patient,  during  the  whole 
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period,  was .  never  completely  free  of  the 
difeafe. 

In  long  continued  affections  of  this 
kind  the  pain  becomes  inconnderable ; 
but  the  firft  attack  of  the  difeafe  is  always 
accompanied  with  fevere  pain.  The  firft 
warning  which  the  patient  receives  of  it 
is  a  very  painful  fenfation  in  one  of  the 
teftes,  linking  along  the  fpermatic  cord, 
near  to  the  middle  of  his  back.  On  exa- 
mining the  teftis  he  finds  it  fwelled,  and 
fo  tender  that  he  can  fcarcely  bear  it  to 
be  touched.  He  feels  himfelf  hot,  and  a 
general  uneafinefs  prevails  over  his  whole 
body,  particularly  over  his  thighs  and  ab- 
domen. Neither  can  he  move  without 
increafing  the  violence  of  every  fymptom. 

At  firft  the  fwelling  is  confined  to  the 
epididymis  ;  the  back  part  of  the  tefticle 
feels  hard  and  enlarged  ;  but  in  a  very 
fhort  fpace  of  time,  often  in  the  courfe  of 
an  hour,  the  whole  body  of  the  tefticle 
becomes  fwelled.  In  this  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe a  difference  is  ftill  perceptible  between 
the  teftis  itfelf  and  the  epididymis.  The 
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latter  is  hard,  and  fomewhat  unequally  fo; 
being,  for  the  moft  part,  hardefl  and  moft 
prominent  at  the  bottom :  whereas  a  foft, 
uniform  fwelling  prevails  over  all  the  an- 
terior part  of  the  tefticle. 

In  the  progress  of  the  difeafc,  indeed, 
even  the  teflis  itfelf  becomes  hard,  and  if 
the  means  employed  for  preventing  it  do 
not  prove  fuccefsful,  the  fwelling  of  the 
epididymis  and  teflis  together  come  to 
form  a  tumour  of  very  confiderable  mag- 
nitude, accompanied  with  a  red,  inflam- 
matory affection  of  the  fcrotum*  . 

In  this  flate  of  the  difeafe,  the  pain  is 
often  intenfe,  accompanied  with  a  very 
diftrefsful  fenfation  of  the  teflis  moving 
or  rolling  about.  The  fkin  is  dry  and 
parched,  the  tongue  foul,  thirfl  prevails, 
and  the  pulfe  is  full,  and  qiiick.  In  fhort, 
every  fymptom  takes  place  which  ufually 
attends  a  high  degree  of  local  inflamma- 
tion. 

There  is  no  period  of  Gonorrhoea  in 
which  this  affcclion  of  the  teflis  does  not 
occafionally  fupervene.    It  occurs  in  all 
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ftages  of  the  difeafe ;  even  towards  tifoa 
end  of  it,  when  both  the  patient  and  fur- 
geon  are  apt  to  coniider  the  cure  as  nearly 
complete :  and  in  fome  we  find  it  take 
place  where  no  caiife  can  be  afligned  for 
it,  where  neither  the  degree  of  the  previous 
inflammation,  nor  the  mode  of  life  of  the 
patient,  were  fuch  as  could  in  any  fads- 
factory"  manner  account  for  it. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  thai 
fwellings  of  the  teflis  which  take  place  in 
this  manner,  feem,  for  the  moft  part,  to  be 
of  a  very  different  nature  from  thofe  which 
occur  during  the  virulent  flate  of  the  difJ 
eafe,  and  while  the  inflammation  in  the 
urethra  is  considerable.    The  latter  appear 

A.  X- 

to  be  altogether  inflammatory.  The  dif- 
eafe proceeds  more  flowly  to  its  height  or 
acme.^  It  remains  more  permanently  at 
the  nze  to  which  it  arrives,  and  it  difap-* 
pears  more  flowly  than  the  others,  which 
come  to  their  utmoft  height,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  in  an  hour  or  two  from  the  firft 
approach  of  the  fwelling,  and  again  dis- 
appear with  equal  rapidity.  Thcfe  I  con- 
ceive 
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ceive  to  be  partly  inflammatory,  and  that 
in  part  they  proceed  from  that  kind  of 
fympathy  which  evidently  fubfifts  between 
the  penis  and  teftis,  and  which  renders 
the  one  very  apt  to  fufFer  from  any  difeafe 
with  which  the  other  may  be  affected. — 
That  fympathy  has  much  influence  in  the 
prod  action  of  this  variety  of  the  difeafe, 
is  obvious  from  the  fwelling  being  apt  to 
leave  one  teftis,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  and  to  fix,  perhaps  inflantly,  up- 
on the  other.  This  does  not  occur  fo  fre- 
quently as  the  alternate  affection  of  the 
eyes,  from  one  of  them  only  being  at  firft 
affected,  but  every  practitioner  muff  have 
met  with  inftances  of  it. 

As  it  is  obferved  that  the  running  in 
Gonorrhoea  is  apt  to  flop  on  the  firfl  ap- 
pearance of  a  fwelled  tefticle,  this  gave 
rife  to  the  idea  of  the  affection  of  the  tef- 
tis proceeding  from  the  matter  falling 
down  upon  it,  in  confequence  of  being 
thus  obftructed  in  its  paffage  through  the 
urethra.  It  is  now  well  known,  however, 
that  no  communication  fubfifts  between 
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the  urethra  and  teftes,  by  which  matter 
can  pafs  from  the  one  to  the  other ;  nor 
does  the  appearance  which  a  fwelled  teftick 
affords  give  reafon  to  imagine  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  this  caufe.  Inftead  of  being 
foft  and  compremhle,  which  it  neceffarily 
would  be  were  it  produced  by  matter, 
it  becomes  daily  harder,  till  it  arrives  at  a 
certain  magnitude,  when  it  gradually  be- 
comes fofter  again,  but  without  any  fluc- 
tuation of  matter  being  perceived  in  it. 

There  is  reafon  to  imagine,  that  in  moft 
inftances  the  teftes  become  affe&ed  by  the 
inflammation  fpreading  from  the  urethra 
along  the  vafa  deferentia.  This  has  been 
doubted  by  fome,  but  without  any  good 
reafon  being  amgned  for  it,  nor  has  any 
other  mode  of  accounting  for  it  been  fug- 
gefted.^  We  fee  that  by  the  vafa  deferen- 
tia a  direcl  communication  takes  place  be- 
tween the  urethra  and  teftes,  and  the  firft 
appearance  of  a  fwelled  tefticle  commences 
in  the  epididymis,  formed  as  it  were  by 
the  termination  of  this  very  line  of  com- 
munication.    In  a  great  proportion  of 
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cafes  too,  the  patient  is  fenfible  of  a 
pain  ftretching  from  the  fwelled  tefticle 
along  the  groin,  which  we  know  to  be 
the  direct  courfe  of  the  vas  deferens. 

A  variety  of  other  caufes  might  be  men- 
tioned, which  tend  to  excite  inflammation 
in  the  teftes  in  a  fimilar  manner  with  Go- 
norrhoea :  among  thefe  are,  the  irritation 
produced  by  a  ftone  in  the  neck  of  the 
bladder ;  by  the  irritation  on  the  intro- 
duction of  a  catheter  or  bougies  ;  and 
the  inflammation  which  takes  place  in 
thefe  parts  after  the  operation  of  lithoto- 
my. A  fwelling  of  one  or  both  teftes  is 
not  an  unfrequent  occurrence  from  all  of 
thefe,  particularly  from  the  latter,  and 
from  the  ufe  of  bougies,  efpecially  when 
they  are  not  properly  introduced  ;  and  we 
fee  no  manner  in  which  it  can  be  fo  readily 
produced  as  by  the  irritation  excited  about 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  carried  along  the 
vafa  deferentia. 

The  confequences  of  fwelling  of  the 
teftesj  which  we  have  moft  to  dread  are,  a 
hardened  ftate  of  the  parts,  chiefly  of  the 

epi- 
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epididymis,  which,  even  when  one,  but 
more  certainly  when  both  tefles  are  fwel- 
led,  is  apt  to  be  followed  by  impotency  ; 
and  a  morbid  irritability,  which  is  Ibme- 
times  fo  great  as  to  prevent  the  patient  for 
a  confiderable  time  from  ufing  any  kind 
of  exercife,  and  from  following  the  ordi- 
nary occupations  of  life,  without  hazard- 
ing a  return  of  the  fwelling  of  the  tefles. 
Suppuration  in  the  body  of  the  tefles,  from 
the  inflammation  induced  by  Gonorrhoea, 
is  hardly  an  object  of  regard,  for  it  does 
not  take  place  in  one  of  five  hundred 
cafes. 

But  the  two  circumftances  I  have  men- 
tioned of  a  permanent  hardnefs  in  the 
epididymis,  and  that  diflrefeful  irritable 
ftate  of  the  teftis  itfelf,  which  are  apt  to 
fucceed*  to  this  difeafe,  are  objects  of  the 
firft  importance,  and  require  an  imme- 
diate application  of  every  remedy  that  can 
probably  tend  to  prevent  them.  Scarcely 
any  occurrence  can  prove  more  trouble- 
fome  or  inconvenient  than  fwellings  of  the 
teftis  ;  and  an  enlarged  ftate  of  the  epidi* 
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dymis,  when  it  takes  place  in  any  confi- 
derable  degree,  has,  in  many  infhances,  as 
I  have  already  obferved,  the  effect  of  in- 
ducing impotency.  To  a  certain  degree, 
a  fwelling  of  the  epididymis  often  con- 
tinues for  a  great  length  of  time  ;  in  fome 
inflances,  during  the  life  of  the  patient, 
without  any  bad  confequence  taking 
place,  particularly  when  one  tefticle  only 
is  affected.  But  I  have  known  fo  many 
inflances  of  the  contrary,  and  of  fuch  dif- 
trefsful  effects  enfuing  from  it,  as  makes 
me  with  confidence  fay,  that  nothing 
mould  be  omitted  that  can  or  might  pro- 
bably tend  to  prevent  or  remove  it. 

As  we  find  that  all  the  fymptoms  of  this 
difeafe,  as  well  as  the  confequences  which 
enfue  from  it,  are  ufually  fevere  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  inflammation 
which  takes  place,  it  ought  to  be  our  view, 
in  every  inflance,  to  prevent  this  from  ar- 
riving at  any  great  height.  This  is  moft 
effectually  done  by  blood-letting ;  a  pro- 
per ufe  of  laxatives  ;  opiates  ;  the  applica- 
tion of  anodynes  and  aflringents  to  the 

parts 
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parts  affected ;  preferring  the  body  in  a 
proper  pofture,  and  fufpending  the  tefticle. 

Of  all  thefe  remedies  blood-letting  is  the 
moft  effectual  and  certain,  particularly  lo- 
cal blood-letting  by  the  application  of 
leeches.  In  plethoric  patients,  or  where  the 
fwelling  arrives  at  any  confiderable  bulk, 
blood  lhould  be  taken  from  the  arm  in 
fuch  quantities  as  the  ftrength  will  permit, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  a  number  of 
leeches  mould  be  applied  over  the  teftis. 
But  in  weakly  people,  particularly  where 
none  of  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  the  ab- 
ftraction  of  blood  by  means  of  leeches 
alone  will  commonly  prove  fufficient. 

The  firft  application  of  leeches  to  a 
fwelled  tefticle  excites  a  good  deal  of  un- 
eafinefs.  They  increafe  the  irritability  of 
the  parts,  and  an  increafe  of  the  tumour 
feems  to  be  induced  by  them ;  but  the  dif- 
charge  has  feldom  continued  for  the  lpace 
of  an  hour  or  two  till  the  pain  abates,  the 
tenlion,  which  before  was  confiderable, 
becomes  much  lefs  diftrefsful,  and  the 
fwelling  even  appears  to  leuen  in  bulk, 
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and  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  day  the 
patient  can  allow  the  parts  which  he  could 
not  previpufly  bear  to  be  touched,  to  be 
handled  with  freedom. 

For  the  moft  part  one  application  of 
Jeeches,  if  a  proper  number  has  been  ufed, 
proves  fufficient;  but  when  any  of  the 
fymptoms  {till  continue  fevere,  particu- 
larly when  the  fwelling  does  not  diminifh, 
when  the  pain  does  not  lefTen,  and  when 
the  febrile  fymptoms  do  not  abate,  it  be- 
comes in  fome  cafes  neceffary  to  repeat 
the  application  of  leeches  once  and  again. 
I  think  it  here  proper  to  remark,  that  we 
mould  never  hefitate  in  this  fituation  to 
take  blood  with  freedom.  A  conftitution 
muft  be  delicate  indeed  that  will  be  injured 
even  with  repeated  applications  of  leeches  ; 
and  I  am  fatisfied  that  very  important  ad- 
vantages may  be  derived  in  all  cafes  of 
fwelled  teftes  from  a  timeous  and  proper 
ufe  of  them. 

Abftraction  of  blood  by  means  of  leeches 
is  not  only  ufeful  in  fhortening  the  dura- 
tion of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms,  but, 

in 
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in  confequence  of  this,  it  proves  fervice- 
able  in  preventing  two  very  diftrefsful 
confequences  which  fwelling  of  the  teftes 
is  very  apt  to  induce,  viz.  that  fwelled,  in- 
durated ftate  of  the  epididymis  which  I 
have  mentioned,  and  the  mofl  frequent 
variety  of  hydrocele,  formed  by  ferum  col- 
lected in  the  tunica  vaginalis.    We  have 
already  had  occafion  to  remark,  that  a  per- 
manent fwelling  of  the  epididymis  is  a 
very  frequent  effect  of  an  inflamed  tefticle, 
and  I  have  met  with  feveral  well-marked 
instances  of  hydrocele  proceeding  from 
the  fame  caufe.  That  blood-letting  in  any 
way,  whether  general  or  local,  will  at  all 
times  prevent  the  acceflion  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms  I  will  not  pretend  to  affert;  but, 
.from  the  refult  of  much  obfervation,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  anfwers  this  purpofe 
with  more  certainty  than  any  other  reme- 
dy that  has  yet  been  employed. 

In  many  fituations  leeches  cannot  be 
procured ;  when  this  happens  to  be  the 
cafe,  nearly  the  fame  advantage  may  be 
derived  from  fmall  punctures  being  made 
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on  different  parts  of  the  fwelling.  The 
punctures  ihould  be  made  with  the  point 
of  a  lancet,  and  if  the  fcrotum  be  pre- 
vioufly  immerfed  in  warm  water,  nearly 
the  fame  quantity  of  blood  will  be  obtain- 
ed from  them  as  from  the  fame  number 
of  leeches. 

As  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  in  Gonorrhoea 
feems  in  every  inftance  to  proceed  from 
the  irritation  excited  in  the  urethra,  it  is 
an  object  of  the  fir  ft  importance  to  remove 
every  caufe  that  can  in  any  degree  tend  to 
irritate  either  the  urethra  or  contiguous 
parts.  Hence,  where  coftivenefs  prevails, 
gentle  laxatives  prove  particularly  ufefuL 
I  have  known  different  inflances  of  hard- 
ened foeces  collected  in  the  rectum  induc- 
ing fwellings  of  thetefles;  and  nothing  tends 
more  certainly  than  this  to  keep  up  the 
difeafe,  by  whatever  caufe  it  may  at  firft 
have  been  induced.  But  although  cof- 
tivenefs is  to  be  guarded  againft,  we  are, 
for  a  fimilar  reafon,  to  fhun  the  oppofite 
extreme.  Strong  purgatives  always  excite 
much  irritation  in  the  rectum,  and  are 
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therefore  to  be  carefully  avoided  in  Go- 
norrhoea. It  muft  confift  with  the  know- 
ledge of  every  practitioner  that  they  uni- 
verfally  do  harm.  Where  the  bowels  are 
moderately  eafy  no  medicines  for  this 
purpofe  can  be  required,  but  when  they  are 
not  in  this  fituation,  caftor  oil,  flowers  of 
fulphur,  cream  of  tartar,  or  any  other 
gentle  laxative,  mould  be  employed.  Even 
thefe  mould  be  given  in  fmall  dofes,  repeat- 
ed at  proper  intervalss  rather  than  that  any 
rifle  mould  be  incurred  of  exciting  irrita- 
tion in  the  rectum  by  their  being  exhibited 
in  larger  quantities. 

With  a  view  to  lefTen  and  remove  the 
irritation  and  pain  in  the  tumour  with  as 
much  certainty  and  expedition  as  pomble, 
epiates  mould  be  prefcribed  immediately 
oil  thef>ain  becoming  fevere.  When  they 
can  be  avoided  till  one  or  more  eafy  flools 
have  been  procured  they  prove  moft  ufe- 
ful ;  but  when  much  irritation  prevails  no 
regard  Ihould  be  paid  to  this.  As  the 
ficknefs  and  general  uneafinefs  which 
fpmetim.es  occur  from  a  fwelled  teftis  are 
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evidently  the  effect  of  irritation,  nothing 
proves  fo  effectual  in  removing  thefe  fymp- 
toms  as  adequate  dofes  of  opiates  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  remove  this  difc 
trefs  of  the  fyftem  by  leffening  the  pain 
they  alfo  tend  to  carry  off  the  fwelling  of 
the  teflicle.  From  an  idea  that  opiates 
tend  to  increafe  the  heat  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  fever,  many  practitioners  are 
afraid  of  ufing  them  wherever  fever  takes 
place  in  any  confiderable  degree ;  but 
much  experience  of  their  influence  enables 
me  to  fay,  that  they  may  be  employed 
with  much  fafety  and  advantage  in  every 
flage  of  fwelled  teftis  where  the  degree  of 
pain  is  confiderable. 

This  is  fo  remarkably  the  cafe,  that  I 
have  known  inftances  of  the  hernia  hu-^ 
moralis,  as  it  is  termed,  being  cured  by 
opiates  alone,  which  did  not  yield  to  the 
ufual  remedies.  In  whatever  manner  Go- 
norrhoea may  act  in  exciting  fwelling  of 
the  teftis,  the  tumour,  when  once  pro- 
duced, excites  fo  much  irritation,  that,  till 
this  be  leffened,  the  fuelling  for  the  moft 

part 
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part  continues  obftinate.  Next  to  blood- 
letting opiates  prove  the  moft  effectual  re- 
medy for  this  purpofe. 

While  the  internal  exhibition  of  opiates 
thus  proves  ufeful,  advantage  is  often  de- 
rived from  applying  them  to  the  fwelling 
itfelf.  This  may  be  done  either  by  the 
application  of  foft  pledgits,  foaked  in  lau- 
danum, or  anodyne  balfam,  or  by  poul- 
tices made  with  a  ftrong  decoction  of 
poppy  heads  and  crumb  of  bread. 

All  the  faturnine  applications  prove  ufe- 
ful here.  When  Goulard's  extract,  as  it 
is  termed,  is  employed,  or  what  is  nearly 
the  fame,the  acetum  lythargyrites,  it  ought 
to  be  in  greater  quantities  than  are  ufed 
in  other  parts  of  the  body ;  for  the  teftes 
being  protected  by  different  coverings,  re- 
medies of  this  kind,  when  of  the  ordinary 
ftrength,  do  not  readily  affect  them.  When 
faccharum  faturni  is  employed,  as  it  will 
not  diffolve  in  furHcient  quantity  in  water, 
if  vinegar  be  not  added,  and  as  vinegar 
proves  an  ufeful  application,  even  by  it- 
felf, 
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felf,  thefe  two  remedies  ought  always  to 
be  combined. 

The  fleams  of  warm  vinegar  act  as  an 
ufeful  difcutient  here.  In  applying  them, 
the  tefles  mould  be  properly  fufpended 
over  a  veiTel  in  which  boiling  vinegar  is 
contained ;  or  the  fwelling  may  be  fo- 
mented from  time  to  time  with  flannel 
immerfed  in  warm  vinegar,  and  fo  flrong- 
ly  wrung,  that  nothing  but  fleam  remains 
upon  it.  Vinegar,  in  every  form,  acts 
with  much  advantage  in  this  difeafe,  and 
this  gives  a  pleafant  variety  in  the  way  of 
applying  it. 

Whatever  remedy  is  employed  the  body 
fhould  be  kept  as  much  as  poflible  in  a  ho- 
rizontal poflure,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
fcrotum  mould  be  properly  fufpended. 
We  find  by  experience  that  no  remedy 
will  prove  effectual  while  the  patient  con- 
tinues to  walk  about  j  while,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  a  horizontal  poflure  of  itfelf,  will 
have  a  confiderable  effect  in  removing  the 
difeafe.    In  fufpending  the  fcrotum,  care 
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fhould  be  taken  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  the  tefticle  be  completely  fupported, 
without  being  compreffed.  Premire,  even 
in  a  flight  degree,  always  does  harm,  and 
ought  to  be  avoided. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  Gonorrhoea  a  ftoppage  of 
the  difcharge  often  takes  place  on  the  firft 
approach  of  a  fwelled  teftis.  This  leads 
to  the  idea  of  fome  advantage  being  to  be 
derived  from  our  exciting  a  return  of  the 
running  ;  and  there  is  not  a  doubt  of  this 
proving  in  fome  inftances  ufeful.  The 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  not  only  leffens 
the  inflammation  in  the  part  from  whence 
it  proceeds,  but  it  has  alfo  an  influence  on 
the  tumour  of  the  teftis.  As  it  is  now 
univerfally  admitted  that  a  return  of  the 
running  does  not  act  by  drawing  matter 
directly  from  the  teftis,  fome  have  fnfpect- 
ed  that  it  never  can  prove  ufeful.  But 
why  may  not  a  difcharge  excited  in  the 
urethra  act  in  a  ftmilar  manner  in  remov- 
ing an  inflammation  of  the  teftis,  that  we 
know  from  daily  experience  happens  with 
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fetoiis  and  other  iffues  in  the  treatment  of 
inflammatory  affections  of  other  parts  ? 
The  fact  indeed,  is,  that  a  plentiful  return 
of  the  difcharge  very  commonly  relieves 
all  the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe. 

For  the  purpofe  of  exciting  a  return  of 
the  running,  bougies  prove  molt  effectual ; 
but  in  affections  of  the  tefles  they  require 
to  be  managed  with  a  delicacy  not  ufually 
obferved  in  this  branch  of  practice  :  for  if 
more  pain  or  irritation  be  produced  than 
is  neceffary  for  the  purpofe,  inflcad  of  act- 
ing as  a  remedy,  they  neceffarily  aggra- 
vate every  fymptom.  In  common  prac- 
tice, I  think  it  better  to  truft  to  the  fre- 
quent application  of  warm  emollients ; 
luch  as  the  immerfion  of  the  penis  in  warm 
milk,  or  in  decoctions  of  althea,  or  lint- 
feed  ;  applying  warm  poultices  over  the 
penis,  and  injecting  warm  oil  or  milk  into 
the  urethra. 

From  the  inflantaneous  manner  in  which 
fwellings  of  the  tefles  fometimes  fucceed 
to  a  ftoppage  of  the  difcharge  in  Gonor- 
rhoea, and  from  their  appearing,  we  are 

told, 
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told,  in  fome  inftances,  even  to  precede 
this  ftoppage  of  the  running,  fome  have 
doubted  whether  they  are  to  be  confidered 
as  the  caufe  or  effect  *  That  the  teftes 
may  firft  inflame,  and  the  running  after- 
ward flop,  cannot  be  doubted.  But  al- 
though this  may  happen  in  a  few  inftan- 
ces, the  very  reverfe  is  what  we  commonly 
meet  with,  infomuch  that  patients  who 
have  once  been  affected  with  fwellings  of 
the  tefles,  are  very  apt  to  experience  a  re- 
turn of  the  difeafe  in  every  Gonorrhoea  to 
which  they  may  in  future  be  liable,  folely 
from  the  running  being  carried  off  in  the 
ufual  way.  I  know  feveral  who,  for  this 
reafon,  dare  not  ufe  even  the  mildeft  aftrin- 
gent  injection ;  otherwife  they  are  fure.to 
0  have  a  fwelling  of  the  teftis  induced: 
while,  in  others,  it  fwells  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  running,  whether  injections 
have  been  ufed  or  not.  In  the  courfe  of 
my  obfervation,  therefore,  no  caufe  for 
doubt  has  occurred  upon  this  fubject. 

Vide  John  Hunter  on  the  Venerea!  Difeafe. 

By 
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By  a  proper  application  of  the  different 
remedies  we  have  mentioned,  fwellings  of 
the  tefles  are  for  the  mofl  part  foon  relieved, 
and  at  laft  are  carried  off  entirely,  except- 
ing that  permanent  hardnefs  to  which  the 
epididymis,  as  we  have  feen,  is  particular- 
ly liable.  But  although  this  is  the  com- 
mon event  of  the  difeafe,  yet  inftances  are 
not  wanting,  moft  frequently  indeed  from 
the  patient's  mifconduct,  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  teflis  remaining  fwelled,  and 
obfliriately  refilling  all  thofe  remedies 
which  ufually  prove  effectual.  If,  in  this 
fituation,  fome  application  be  not  made  by 
which  the  fize  of  the  tumour  is  foon  di- 
minifhed,  and  if  it  be  allowed  to  remain 
flationary  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is  very 
apt  to  continue  much  enlarged,  and  fome- 
times  of  a  fchirrous  hardnefs  during  the 
life  of  the  patient.  I  may  alfc  remark,  that 
it  is  this  flate  of  the  difeafe  which  is  moft 
apt  to  terminate  in  hydrocele  ;  or  effufion 
of  ferum  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  teflis, 
with  which  it  is  fomctimcs  attended. 

In 
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In  this  foliation  mercury  is  commonly 
employed ;  and,  in  fome  inftances,  when 
given  flowly,  as  an  alterative,  I  have 
ieen  it  prove  ufeful ;  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  a  complete  courfe  of  mercury 
mould  ever  be  advifed  or  not,  for  when  it 
does  not  carry  off  the  fwelling,  which 
feldom  happens,  it  is  apt  to  increafe  it,  and 
to  induce  pain  and  irritation  in  the  tu- 
mour when  none  exifted  in  it  before; 
Whenever  mercury,  therefore,  is  advifed,  - 
it  ought  to  be  in  fuch  quantities  as  cannot 
tend  to  quicken  the  circulation  or  excite 
fever.  A  decoction  of  mezereon  has  in 
fome  inftances  been  given  with  advantage 
along  with  mercury  *, 

It  is  in  this  ftate  of  a  fwelled  teftis,  where 
the  tumour  does  not  yield,  but  remains 
nearly  of  the  fame  fize  after  the  inflamma- 
tion by  which  it  was  induced  is  gone,  that 
emetics  are  moft  likdy  to  prove  ufeful. 
They  have  been  ufed,  I  know,  in  all  pe- 
riods of  the  difeafe  ;  but  it  is  chiefly  in  the 


*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  45. 

Vol.  I.  A  a  fitua<- 
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fit  nation  we  are  now  fpeaking  of  that  I  have 
feen  tiiem  acft  with  advantage.  A  fmart 
emetic,  carried  a  proper  length,  will  fome- 
times,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two,  leffen 
the  bulk  of  a  tumour  which  had  for  feveral 
weeks  obftinately  refilled  every  other  re- 
medy. In  fome  cafes  one  emetic  proves 
fufficient,  while,  in  others,  it  requires  to 
be  repeated  once  and  again.  Mercurials 
were  formerly  ufed  for  this  purpofe.  This 
was  done  from  the  difeafe  being  confider- 
ed  as  a  fymptom  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  for 
which  mercury  was  known  to  be  the  only 
antidote.  But  we  now  know  that  tu- 
mours of  the  tefles,  which  take  place  mere- 
ly from  Gonorrhoea^  never  partake  of  the 
Venereal  Virus  ;  and -accordingly  emetics, 
of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  prove 
equally  ufeful  here  with  mercurials,  pro- 
vided the  fliock  which  they  give  to  the  fyf- 
tem  is  equally  confide rable. 

1  have  fometimes,  in  this  ftate  of  a  fwel- 
led  tefticle,  applied  a  blifter  with  advan- 
tage. It  might  not  perhaps  be  altogether 
fafe  to  appfy  blifters  while  the  fcrotum 

continues 
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continues  much  inflamed  ;  but  when  the 
external  inflammation  and  tenfion  fubfide, 
they  may  be  advifed  with  fafety  ;  and,  in 
different  inftances,  I  have  known  them  ac- 
compliih  a  reduction  of  the  fwelling  of 
the  teftis,  where  other  .remedies  had  for 
fome  time  been  employed  without  any 
effect:*       1     J*  tott  -xt 

A  due  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  fome 
or  all  of  thefe  remedies  will  feldom  fail, 
where  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  altoge- 
ther inflammatory ;  but  where  it  proceeds 
in  a  great  meafure  from  irritability,  as  we 
judge  to  be  the  cafe  where  the  fwelling 
comes  and  difappears  fuddenly,  or  where 
it  comes  and  goes  from  one  telticle  to  an- 
other, other  remedies  are,  in  this  fituation, 
found  to  prove  more  effectual; 

Even  in  this  variety  of  the  difeafe 
blifters  fometimes  prove  ufeful  ;  and  I 
have  known  the  irritation  removed,  and 
the  fwelling  carried  off  in  the  courfe  of  a 
fhort  time  by  opiates  ;  but  thefe  afford  on- 
ly a  temporary  relief,  and  do  not  prever  t 
the  difeafe  from  returning  on  the  flights  ft 

A  a  2  applica- 
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application  of  any  of  the  exciting  caufes 
which  ufually  tend  to  induce  it. 

The  remedies  which  here  prove  moft 
effectual  are  cold  bathing,  and  a  plentiful 
ufe  of  bark.  Sea  bathing,  when  the  feafon 
permits,  mould  in  the  firfl  place  be  ad- 
vifed,  but  when  this  cannot  be  obtained, 
cold  water  may  be  ufed  at  home,  with  a 
proportion  of  common  fait  diffolved  in  it. 
It  anfwers  a  good  purpofe  whether  the 
whole  body  be  immerfed  in  it,  or  merely 
the  fcrotum  bathed  in  it ;  but,  for  the  moft 
part,  I  have  thought  that  it  proves  moft 
effectual  when  applied  to  the  fcrotum 
only.  As  bark  and  cold  bathing  act  up- 
on the  fame  principle,  that  is,  by  giving 
tone  and  vigour  to  parts  which  we 
fuppofe  to  have  been  deprived  of  them, 
they  may  either  be  ufed  together,  or  exhi- 
bited feparately,  as  the  patient  may  in- 
cline. 

The  teftes,  we  find,  are  apt  to  decay. 
One  of  them  will  begin  to  leffen  in  bulk, 
and,  in  a  gradual  manner,  will  either  dif- 
appear  entirely,  or  leave  only  a  thin  mem- 
branous 
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branous  fubftance  in  its  place.  For  the 
mod  part  the  other  remains  found ;  but  I 
have  known  inftances  of  both  becoming 
affected  at  the  fame  time,  and  others  where 
the  one  remained  entire  as  long  as  any 
part  of  that  which  was  firft  affected  was 
perceptible,  but  where  it  alfo  began  to 
decay  as  foon  at  the  other  was  entirely 
deftroyed. 

This  affection  occurs  at  all  periods  of 
life,  but  mofl  frequently  after  the  40th 
year.  In  many  inftances,  no  caufe  what- 
ever can  be  affigned  for  it ;  but  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  it  is  mofl  frequent  in  people 
of  delicate  conflitutions,  where  the  muf* 
cles  are  foft  and  relaxed,  and  the  com- 
plexion wan  and  fallow.  I  have  alfo  found 
that  thofe  in  whom  it  occurs  have,  in  al- 
moft  every  inflance,  been  in  early  life  par- 
ticularly addicted  to  Onanifm. 

In  a  few  cafes  it  has  appeared  as  an  evi- 
dent confequence  of  a  fwelled  tefticle.  On 
the  fullnefs  produced  by  the  difeafe  being 
removed,  the  procefs  of  abforption  by 
which  this  was  accomplifhed  does  not 

A  a  3  ftop, 
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flop,  but  goes  on  till  the  whole  teftis  is 
carried  off.  In  fome  inftances  this  takes 
place  while  the  tefticle  continues  to  the 
laft  of  its  natural  degree  of  firmnefs,  or 
even  while  the  hardnefs  ftill  prevails  which 
occurred  during  the  flate  of  inflammation 
by  which  the  fwelling  was  at  firft  induced  : 
but,  in  others,  before  this  wafting  procefs 
commences,  the  tefticle  becomes  foft  and 
pulpy,  or  even  difjblves  into  a  fluid.  It  is 
feldom  attended  with  pain,  the  patient 
being,  in  many  inftances,  ignorant  of  his 
lofs  till  one,  or  perhaps  both,  teftes  are 
nearly  confumed. 

Hitherto  no  certain  remedy  has  been 
difcovered  for  putting  a  flop  to  this  com- 
plaint. Mercury,  hemlock,  and  electricity 
have  been  tried,  but  with  no  advantage. 
The  cold  bath  has  for  a  time  feemed  to 
prove  uleful,  but  the  difeafe  returned 
again,  and  both  teftes  were  diflblved.  In 
one  cafe,  where  one  of  the  teftes  was  con- 
fumed  before  the  patient  perceived  it,  and 
where  the  other  was  evidently  affected,  I 
applied  a  blifter  over  it.    This  wafting 
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procefs  flopped,  and  never  recurred  again. 
The  patient  is  about  36  years  of  age.  His 
inclination  and  powers  of  propagation,  he 
fays,  are  ftill  as  ftrong  as  they  were  before, 
and  he  has  lately  had  a  child. 


SECTION  VII. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Spermatic  Cord, 

fT'HE  Spermatic  Cord  is  liable  to  fwell- 
ings  of  different  kinds,  but  it  is  fuch 
only  as  proceed  from  Gonorrhoea  that  we 
are  here  to  notice. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  inflammation 
of  the  teflicle  fpreads  to  the  cord,  and 
excites  pain  and  tumefacfion  along  the 
whole  courfe  of  it.  At  other  times  the 
cord  inflames  without  any  previous  affec- 
tion of  the  teflis.  It  becomes  tenfe,  hard, 
and  painful.    The  fwelling,  for  the  moft 

A  a  4  part, 
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part,  is  at  firft  confined  to  the  vas  defe- 
rens, but  at  lad  the  other  parts  of  the 
cord  fufFer  alfo. 

I  have  met  with  fome  in  which  one  or 
two  tumified  parts  were  perceived  in  the 
courfe  of  the  cord,  while  the  reft  of  it  re- 
mained found  ;  but,  in  general,  the  cord 
is  equally  affected,  from  the  teftis  along 
its  whole  courfe  up  the  groin. 

On  the  firft  approach  of  this  difeafe,  as 
it  is  always  accompanied  with  pain  and 
tenfion,  with  fome  inability  to  walk,  the 
patient  is  induced  to  treat  it  with  atten- 
tion ;  but,  where  the  fwelling  is  not  foon 
carried  off,  the  pain  will  fometimes  abate, 
or  even  vanifh  altogether ;  and  in  this 
ftate,  where  the  tumour  is  not  confider- 
able,  the  patient  is  led  to  fuppofe  that  no 
harm  can  arife  from  it :  by  this  neglect 
the  fwelling  is  often  rendered  fo  firm  and 
hard  that  no  remedies  we  can  employ 
have  any  influence  in  removing  it.  In 
fome  cafes  I  have  met  with  a  hard  ring, 
affecting  the  cord  only  at  a  particular 
fpot,  where  the  difeafed  part  was  nearly 

as 
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as  firm  as  bone  while  the  reft  of  it  was  in 
a  foft  natural  ftate. 

While  the  tumour  is  confined  to  one  • 
part  of  the  cord  I  have  feldom  known  it 
increafe  to  any  alarming  degree,  but 
whether  it  be  circumfcribed,  or  extended 
over  the  whole  length  of  the  cord,  no 
time  mould  be  loft  in  the  application  of 
remedies  for  removing  it.  Independent 
of  other  reafons,  if  the  vas  deferens  be 
chiefly  affected,  or  even  only  comprelfed 
in  its  courfe,  the  tefticle  will  be  rendered 
as  certainly  ufelefs  as  if  it  were  extirpated : 
even  this,  in  fome  inftances  where  one 
fide  only  was  affected,  has  appeared  to 
render  the  patient  impotent,  and  it  will 
never  fail  to  do  fo  where  the  difeafe  affects 
both  fides. 

The  remedies  that  prove  moft  effectual 
here  are  blood-letting,  blifters,  and  fuch 
others  as  are  ufually  employed  with  ad- 
vantage in  fwellings  of  the  teftis.  Thefe 
we  need  not  particularly  enumerate,  as 
they  were  fully  treated  of  in  the  laft  fec- 
tion  ;  but  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that 

blood- 
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blood-letting  proves  chiefly  ufeful  on  the 
firft  approach  of  the  difeafe,  and  in  this 
ftate,  when  properly  applied,  that  it  fel- 
dom  fails  in  removing  it.  It  may,  in 
fome  cafes,  be  neceffary  to  take  blood  from 
the  arm,  but  the  local  difcharge  of  it  by 
leeches  applied  to  the  part  affected,  is  at 
all  times  to  be  more  depended  on. 

Where  the  difcharge  of  blood,  however, 
does  not  foon  lelfen  the  fize  and  hardnefs 
of  the  tumour,  we  need  not  afterwards  ex- 
pect any  advantage  from  it.  In  this  cafe 
I  have  repeatedly  known  blifters  prove  ufe- 
ful  when  applied  along  the  courfe  of  the 
cord  ;  but  neither  are  they  to  be  depended 
on  if  fome  effect  be  not  foon  perceived  to 
refult  from  them. 

In  partial  affections  of  the  cord  a  fmall 
blifter  applied  to  the  difeafed  part,  and 
the  part  kept  open  with  ointment  of  canr 
tnari'des,  has  tended  to  reduce  the  fuell- 
ing. 

Mercury  is  commonly  employed  here, 
and  where  the  difeafe  does  not  foon  yield 
to  blood-letting  and  blifters,  it  is  perhaps 

the 
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the  only  remedy  from  which  any  advan- 
tage is  to  be  expected ;  but  I  have  com- 
monly found,  where  the  fwelling  has  been 
carried  entirely  off  by  mercury,  that  there 
has  been  much  caufe  to  imagine  that  the 
patient  at  the  fame  time  laboured  under 
Lues  Venerea.  In  fome  cafes  the  difeafe 
has  fubfifted  in  an  evident  form  of  pox  in 
other  parts  of  the  body,  while,  in  others, 
there  was  only  grounds  for  fufpicion,  In 
all  of  thefe  the  mercury  feemed  to  operate 
with  more  certainty  when  a  decoction  of 
mezereon  and  farfaparilla  was  conjoined 
with  it. 

Mercurial  frictions  prove  more  ufeful 
here  than  any  other  mode  of  giving  the 
remedy,  and  the  application  of  mercurial 
plafters  to  the  fwelled  parts  acts  with 
more  advantage  in  fwellings  of  this  kind 
than  in  any  other  in  which  1  have  em- 
ployed them. 


SECT- 
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SECTION  VIII. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Lymphatic  Veffels  of  the 

Penis. 

TTCTE  know,  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
Lymphatics,  that  they  ferve  to  in- 
hale, and  to  carry  into  the  general  courfe 
of  the  circulation,  not  merely  from  the 
furface  of  the  body,  but  from  every  other 
part  of  it,  fluids  applied  to  their  open  ex- 
tremities. In  this  manner  they  remove 
from  fome  parts  what  might  prove  hurt- 
ful if  allowed  to  remain,  and  they  carry 
into  the  conftitution  from  others  what  is 
obvioufly  meant  for  the  nourilhment 
and  fupport  of  it.  But  while  this  is  their 
chief  purpofe,  we  alfo  know  that  they  car- 
ry into  the  fyftem  what  often  tends  to  de- 
flroy  it.  They  feem  to  have  no  power  of 
^rejedling  what  proves  hurtful,  hence  they 

im- 
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imbibe  poifons,  and  the  moft  inofFenuve 
articles,  with  equal  readinefs.  All  our 
contagious  difeafes  are  probably  produced 
through  the  medium  of  the  lymphatics, 
and  we  can  prove  by  experiment  that  this 
is  the  cafe  with  many  of  them ;  particu- 
larly with  the  plague,  the  fmall-pox,  and 
Lues  Venerea.  So  readily  is  the  matter  of 
thefe  difeafes  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics, 
that  it  can  never  with  fafety  be  applied  to 
any  part  of  the  body  ;  for  fo  quickly  does 
abforption,  in  (ome  inflances  take  place, 
that  we  have  frequent  proofs  of  infection 
being  carried  into  the  conftitution,  even 
after  much  pains  has  been  taken  to  waih 
away  the  matter  by  which  it  was  produced, 
in  the  fpace  of  a  minute  or  two  after  being 
applied  to  the  furface  of  the  body. 

For  the  moft  part  we  find  that  the  lym- 
phatics themfelves  do  not  immediately  fuf- 
fer  by  the  abforption  even  of  the  moft 
noxious  matter.  They  will  convey  the 
poifon  of  a  viper  and  other  ferpents  to  the 
courfe  of  the  circulation,  by  which  the 
animal  will  be  killed  in  the  Ipace  of  an 

hour, 
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hour,  while  no  veftige  of  its  effects  appears 
in  the  lymphatic  veffels  themfelves.  In 
like  manner,  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea 
pafles  into  the  conftitution  from  the  penis  j 
without  any  fwelling  or  other  mark  of  dif- 
eafe  being  perceived  in  the  lymphatics 
through  which  it  was  conveyed. 

This,  we  muft  allow,  however  j  is  not 
univerfally  the  cafe.  Inftances  fometimes 
happen  of  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea 
pafling  through  lymphatics  that  are  hard 
and  fwelled,  but  we  know  from  daily  ob- 
fervation  that  it  is  not  a  frequent  occur- 
rence. We  find,  indeed,  that  the  lympha- 
tic vefTels  in  every  part  of  the  body  are 
apt  to  fwell  and  inflame  on  caufes  capable 
of  exciting  irritation  being  applied  to 
them.  Thus  we  often  obferve  the  lym- 
phatics of  the  arm  fwell,  become  hard 
and  painful  from  a  prick  in  one  of  the 
fingers  with  a  pin  or  a  thorn,  or  even  from 
a  nail  being  cut  too  far  into  the  flelh  ;  and 
in  Gonorrhoea  it  is  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon to  find  a  hard  lymphatic  pafimg 
along  the  back  of  the  penis  to  the  groin, 

arifing, 
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arifing,  in  fome  inftances,  from  the  pre- 
puce, and  in  others  from  the  urethra. 
But  although  this,  as  we  have  obferved, 
occurs  alfo  in  fome  cafes  of  Chancre,  we 
meet  with  at  leaft  twenty  inftances  of  the 
contrary,  for  one  in  which  this  affection 
of  the  lymphatics  takes  place.  I  think, 
too,  that  1  have  obferved,  where  the  lym- 
phatics proceeding  from  Chancres  have 
inflamed,  particularly  where  the  inflam- 
mation has  been  confiderable,  that  the  con- 
ftitution  has  not  been  fo  apt  to  fuffer  as 
where  this  did  not  happen.  From  all 
which,  I  would  conclude,  that  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lymphatics,  inftead  of  indicat- 
ing an  increafed  power  of  abforbing  what 
is  applied  to  them,  as  many  have  ima- 
gined, tends  in  a  great  meafure  to  leffen, 
and,  perhaps,  to  deftroy  it.  Till  the  fact 
is  farther  afcertained,  which  experience 
and  obfervation  alone  can  do,  it  would  be 
improper  to  place  any  dependence  upon 
this  in  the  treatment  of  Chancres.  In  all 
cafes  of  Chancre,  whether  the  lymphatics 
inflame  or  not,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 

omit 
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omit  whatever  might  tend  to  render  the 
constitution  fafe  ;  but  finding  that  inflam- 
mation feems  not  only  to  leffen  the  power 
of  abforption  in  the  lymphatics,  but  that 
they  inflame  from  caufes  in  which  we 
know  that  no  infection  exifts,  as  often 
happens  from  a  prick  or  a  cut  with  a  clean 
inrlrument,  we  would  from  this  alone  be 
led  to  think  that  this  affection  of  thefe 
veffels  which  occurs  in  Gonorrhoea,  pro- 
ceeds more  from  irritation  than  from  any 
other  catife.  This  idea,  however,  is  farther 
confirmed  by  the  proofs  we  have  already 
adduced  of  Gonorrhoea  being  a  local  dis- 
order, as  well  as  by  our  daily  obfervation 
of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  thefe  fwellings 
which  occur  in  this  difeafe.  They  com- 
mence with  all  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation. A  hard  firing,  or  cord,  is 
perceived  along  the  back  of  the  penis.  It 
is  painful  to  the  touch,  and  the  teguments 
above  itfometimes  acquire  an  erysipelatous 
rednefs.  The  whole  penis  becomes  ftiff 
and  uneafy,  and  this  renders  erections  par- 
ticularly painful. 

In 
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In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  the  in- 
flammation fubfides  quickly  and  eafily, 
the  ftiffnefs  and  pain  gradually  abate,  and 
the  hardnefs  of  the  lymphatic  difappears 
entirely  :  but  where  the  inflammation  has 
either  been  fevere  from  the  nrft,  or  not 
properly  treated,  it  proceeds  in  fome  cafes 
to  fuppuration,  forming  one  or  more  fmall 
abfeeffes  in  the  courfe  of  the  affected  part. 
The  fores,  however,  which  enfue  from 
thefe,  heal  readily,  when  the  conftitutiori 
is  otherwife  healthy,  forming  a  very  ma- 
nifeft  difference  between  Gonorrhoea  and 
Lues  Venerea.  Similar  affections  of  the 
lymphatics  which  occur  in  the  latter, 
requiring,  for  the  moll  part,  a  courfe 
of  mercury  to  remove  them.  I  fay  for 
the  mofl  part  only,  from  having  met 
with  more  than  one  inftance  of  the  fores 
which  occur  in  Lues  Venerea  from  this 
caufe  healing  without  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
and  which  has  induced  me  to  think,  that 
even  in  this  difeafe,  the  lymphatics  may 
fwell  and  inflame  mere  y  from  the  acri- 
mony of  the  matter,  and  that  this  inflam- 
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mation  may  have  fome  tendency,  as  I  have 
obferved  above,  to  prevent  the  matter  from 
paffing  into  the  conftitution. 

Where  fwellings  of  this  kind  in  Gonor- 
rhoea are  confined  to  the  lymphatic  veffels,  I 
have  commonly  found  that  cold  poultices, 
prepared  with  crumb  of  bread,  and  acetum 
lythargyrites,  or  faccharum  faturni,  prove 
more  effectual  than  any  other  application. 
They  remove  the  fwelling  and  hardnefs, 
and  lefTen  the  pain  with  more  certainty 
than  warm  emollient  poultices.  But.  where 
the  inflammation  fpreads  over  the  penis, 
as  it  fometimes  does,  it  becomes  neceflary 
not  only  to  difcharge  blood  from  the  arm, 
but  to  apply  leeches  over  the  pained  parts. 
This,  with  a  low  diet,  and  confining  the 
patient  to  a  horizontal  pofture,  very  fel- 
dom  fails  in  removing  the  difeafe.  But 
it  fometimes  happens,  either  from  the 
neighbouring  parts  becoming  feverely  in- 
flamed, or  from  the  difeafed  lymphatic 
burfting,  that  effunons  occur  in  the  con- 
tiguous cellular  fubftance,  and  fmall  ab- 
fcefTes  forming,  they  at  laft  difcharge  their 

con- 
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contents,  and  produce  fuch  fores  as  1  have 
already  had  occafion  to  mention. 

The  treatment  of  thefe  mould  be  the 
fame  as  that  of  fores  proceeding  from  any 
other  caufe  in  which  the  conftitution  is 
not  affected.  When  their  edges  are  hard 
and  inflamed,  emollient  poultices  will 
prove  ufeful.  For  the  removal  of  Houghs 
and  foulnefs,  red  precipitate,  or  even  caul- 
tic,  may  be  neceflary  ;  and  for  cicatrifing 
them  nothing  anfwers  better  than  unguen- 
turn  e  calce  zinci,  or  ceratum  e  lapide  ca- 
laminare  '\. 

In  two  different  inflances  of  hardened 
lymphatics  in  Gonorrhoea,  befides  the  firm 
cord  on  the  back  of  the  penis,  a  thin,  flat, 
hard  tumour,  proceeding  from  this  cord, 
fpread  round  the  whole  fubftance  of  the 
penis,  for  the  breadth  of  a  quarter  of  an 
inch.  One  of  them  was  contiguous  to, 
and  immediately  behind  the  glans.  The 
other  was  near  to  the  pubes.  This  laft 
pafTed  round  the  urethra,  which  it  grafped 
fo  firmly  as  to  give  caufe  to  fufpect  that 

f  Vide  Appendix,  N°  xlvii.  xlviii. 
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at  laft  it  might  prove  a  total  obftruc'tion 
to  the  urine.  A  courfe  of  mercury  was 
tried  in  each  of  them,  without  any  advan- 
tage. A  fmall  piece  of  mercurial  plafter 
was  then  applied  over  the  fwelling,  and 
this,  with  a  gentle  purgative  of  fea-water 
every  fecond  or  third  morning,  was  all 
that  was  advifed.  The  fwelling  in  each 
of  them  became  considerably  lefs,  but  ne- 
ver difappeared  entirely.  It  did  not,  how- 
ever, gave  any  difturbance  afterwards. 


SECTION  IX. 

Of  Swellings  of  the  Glands  in  the  Groin, 

HPHE  fwelling  and  inflammation  of  the 
lymphatics,  defcribed  in  the  laft  fec- 
tion,  frequently  proceeds  no  farther  than 
the  root  of  the  'jpenis.  At  other  times  it 
goes  the  length  of  the  groin,  and  afFecls 
one  or  more  of  the  contiguous  glands, 

which 
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which  become  hard,  fwelled,  and  inflamed, 
putting  on  many  of  the  appearances  of  the 
venereal  bubo. 

At  other  times  thefe  glands  fwell  and 
inflame,  where  no  affection  of  the  conti- 
guous lymphatics  is  perceptible.  But  al- 
though in  fuch  cafes  no  apparent  inflam- 
mation occurs  in  thefe  vefTels,  there  is, 
however,  much  caufe  to  imagine,  that  in 
a  certain  degree  it  always  takes  place. 
There  is  not,  at  lead,  any  other  obvious 
route  by  which  the  inflammation  can  be 
conveyed  from  the  urethra  to  the  glands 
in  the  groin. 

In  fome  cafes  thefe  fwellings  become  large, 
and  notwithstanding  our  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent it,  fupparation  at  lafl  takes  place  :  but, 
for  the  moft  part,  if  they  be  not  negledled 
at  firft,  they  may  be  very  eanly  difcuffed. 
In  moft  inftances  this  may  be  accomplilh- 
ed  by  the  ufe  of  faturnine  poultices  alone  ; 
but  where  the  pain  and  inflammation  are 
fevere,  blood-letting,  both  general  and  lo- 
cal, becomes  necefTary.    Laxatives  always 
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prove  ufeful,  and  a  cooling,  low  regimen 
can  feldom  be  difpenfed  with. 

The  moft  perplexing  part  of  the  fur- 
geon's  practice  here  is,  to  determine  the 
real  nature  of  the  tumour ;  to  afcertain 
whether  it  proceeds  merely  from  inflam- 
mation, or  from  the  abforption  of  venereal 
matter.  If  from  the  laft,  mercury  alone 
will  prove  effectual ;  while  no  practitioner 
would  confider  mercury  as  necefTary  for 
the  removal  of  a  fwelling  altogether  in- 
flammatory. Neither  would  it,  in  this 
cafe,  anfwer  any  good  purpofe.  It  would 
not  leffen  the  fize  of  the  fwelling :  nay, 
by  the  fever  which  it  fometimes  excites,  it 
might  even  tend  to  increafe  it,  and  difap- 
pointment  to  the  practitioner,  and  much 
diftrefs  to  the  patient,  would  be  the  confe- 
quence. 

The  circumftances  upon  which  we  chief- 
ly form  our  judgment  here  are  thefe :  If 
no  chancre  or  excoriation  has  been  per- 
ceived, either  upon  the  glans  or  prepuce, 
and  if  the  inflammation  in  Gonorrhoea 

.   .  has 
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has  been  confiderable,  there  will  be  caufe 
to  imagine  that  the  tumour  is  not  vene- 
real. When  treating  of  chancre  and  vene- 
real bubo,  we  mall  enter  more  fully  into 
the  consideration  of  this  ;  but  at  prefent 
I  may  obferve,  that  buboes  do  not  comT 
monly  occur  without  chancres  going  be- 
fore them.  I  know,  indeed,  from  various 
cafes  which  have  fallen  under  my  manage- 
ment, that,  contrary  to  the  general  opi- 
nion, real  venereal  buboes  fometimes  form 
without  any  previous  chancre,  or  any  ex- 
ternal affection ;  but  as  it  does  not  happen 
once  in  a  hundred  inftances,  we  are  fuffi- 
ciently  warranted  in  confidering  the  ab- 
fence  of  chancre  as  a  reafon  for  fuppofing 
that  fwellings  of  this  kind  are  not  vene- 
real. 

In  fuch  fwellings  as  occur  from  Gonor- 
rhoea much  pain  and  tenfion  prevail,  not 
merely  in  the  difeafed  glands,  but  over  all 
the  groin  ;  and  a  general  fympathetic  un- 
eaiinefs  fpreads  over  the  thighs,  and  under 
part  of  the  abdomen.  Even  the  teftes 
and  abdominal  vifcera  fometimes  fuffer, 
B  b  4  where 
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whereas,  in  the  venereal  bubo,  it  is  com- 
monly one  gland  only  that  is  affected,  and 
the  contiguous  parts  feldom  become  un- 
eafy  till  the  difeaie  is  far  advanced  ;  not, 
indeed,  till  the  tumour  has  acquired  fuch 
a  fize  as  to  excite  pain  folely  by  diftenfion. 
The  fwelled  gland,  it  is  true,  is  painful 
from  the  nrft,  and  the  pain  becomes  gra- 
dually more  fevere  as  the  tumour  increafes; 
but  the  pain  is  chiefly  confined  to  one  part, 
and  feldom  fpreads  farther  till  the  tegu- 
ments are  much  ftretched  by  the  fubfe- 
quent  formation  of  matter.  And,  laftly, 
when  glands  fwelled  from  this  caufe  burft, 
the  fores  which  enfue  have  a  very  differ- 
ent appearance  from  thofe  produced  by 
real  venereal  buboes.  Their  edges,  in- 
ftead  of  being  hard  and  retorted,  have 
more  the  appearance  of  fores  which  occur 
from  common  abfceffes,  and  they  foon 
begin  to  heal,  even  when  mercury  is  not 
employed,  which  the  others,  we  may  ob- 
serve, feldom  do. 

This  circumflance  of  thefe  fores  healing, 
whether  mercury  be  ufed  or  not,  is  the 

mod 
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moft  decifive  charade riftic  of  their  true 
nature,  and  when  any  doubts  of  this  are 
entertained,  either  from  the  fwelling  hav- 
ing taken  place  without  a  previous  chancre, 
or  from  any  other  caufe,  we  ought  to  de- 
lay the  exhibition  of  mercury  till  their 
tendency  to  heal,  or  to  degenerate  into  a 
worfe  Hate,  be  afcertained. 

If  they  put  on  a  healing  appearance,  and 
gradually  become  lefs,  there  will  be  much 
caufe  to  hope  that  a  complete  cure  will  be 
obtained,  whether  mercury  be  ufed  or  not ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  this  remedy  fhould. 
be  immediately  advifed  when  the  fores 
become  foul,  and  their  edges  hard ;  and 
particularly  when,  inflead  of  healing,  they 
extend  to  a  greater  lize, 

The  progrefs  of  the  fwelling  alfo  affords 
a  mark  of  difcrimination.  The  venereal 
bubo  proceeds  more  ilowly  to  fuppuration 
than  the  inflammatoiy  fwelling  of  which 
we  now  fpeak,  which  moft  frequently,  in- 
deed, is  eafily  difcuffed,  and  feldom  arrives 
therefore  at  the  date  of  abfcefs;  but  when 
tumours  of  this  defcription  do  fuppurate, 

it 
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it  commonly  happens  in  the  fpace  of  a  few- 
days.  I  have  known  matter  completely 
formed  in  them  in  three  or  four  days 
from  their  firft  appearance ;  a  circum- 
flance  which  perhaps  never  happens  in 
glandular  fwellings  produced  by  the  mat- 
ter of  Lues  Venerea. 


SECTION  X. 

Of  Excoriations  of  the  Glans  and  Prepuce. 

T>  Y  the  acrimony  of  the  matter  in 
Gonorrhoea  the  Glans  and  Prepuce 
are  fometimes  excoriated.  A  flight  degree 
of  inflammation  takes  place  at  firft,  either 
partially  or  over  the  whole  parts,  and  this 
being  fucceeded  by  a  difcharge  of  matter, 
the  fkin  at  laft  becomes  fretted,  and  on 
being  examined  with  a  glafs,  the  matter  is 
perceived  to  flow  from  an  infinite  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  fmall  points,  on  the  fmalleft  pref- 
fure  being  applied  to  them. 

But,  for  the  mod  part,  this  affection  of 
the  prepuce  and  glans  takes  place  without 
any  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  In  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  after  connection  with 
an  infected  woman,  and  without  any 
fymptom  of  Gonorrhoea,  a  fenfation  of 
heat  is  perceived  over  the  whole  prepuce 
and  glans,  which  foon  terminates  in  a 
difcharge  of  matter  very  fimilar  to  what 
comes  from  the  urethra  in  Gonorrhoea. 
From  this  circumftance,  the  difeafe  has 
been  termed  Gonorrhoea  Spuria.  The  mat- 
ter indeed  is  fo  fimilar  to  that  of  Gonor- 
rhoea, that  it  is  ufually  fome  time  before 
the  patient  can  be  convinced  of  its  not 
coming  from  the  urethra.  It  not  only  re- 
fembles  the  -matter  of  Gonorrhoea  in  co- 
lour and  confidence,  but  likewife  in  quan- 
tity. In  fome  cafes,  it  is  furprifingly 
great,  owing  to  the  great  extent  of  inflam- 
ed furface,  in  the  numerous  plies  and 
doublings  of  the  fkin  forming  the  pre- 
puce.. 

In 
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In  flight  affections  of  this  kind,  the  pre- 
puce continues  to  move  upon  the  glans  as 
it  does  in  health  ;  but  when  the  matter  is 
either  of  itfelf  particularly  acrid,  or  al- 
lowed by  want  of  attention  to  remain  till 
it  becomes  fo,  the  fkin  forming  the  pre- 
puce becomes  fo  much  inflamed  and  fwell- 
ed,  that  it  cannot  but  with  much  diffi- 
culty be  made  to  pafs  backward  and  for- 
ward. In  fome  cafes  this  becomes  impof- 
fible.  If  this  happens  when  the  prepuce 
covers  the  glans  and  cannot  be  drawn 
back,  a  difeafe  is  thereby  produced,  which 
we  term  phymofis  ;  and  when  the  fwelling 
takes  place  when  the  prepuce  is  retracted 
and  cannot  be  pulled  over  the  glans,  the 
difeafe  is  termed  paraphymofis.  Of  thefe 
affections  we  mail  fpeak  more  particularly 
in  the  enfuing  lections. 

By  many,  this  discharge  of  matter  from 
the  prepuce  and  glans  has  been  judged  to 
t>e  venereal ;  that  is,  they  have  fuppofed  it 
to  be  produced  by  the  matter  of  Lues  Vene- 
rea. They  have  therefore  conceived  it  to  be 
always  connected  with  an  .affection  of  the 

con- 
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conftitution,  and  have  accordingly,  in 
the  method  of  cure,  been  chiefly  directed 
by  this  opinion. 

This  opinion,  however,  is  evidently  not 
well  founded.  '  From  much  obfervation,  I 
am  convinced,  that  this  difcharge  is  of  a 
local  nature,  and  that  it  is  no  more  ca- 
pable of  affecting  the  conftitution  than  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea.   I  believe  indeed 
that  this  is  now  very  generally  admitted  ; 
and  that  it  is  thofe  only  who  doubt  of  it, 
who,  taking  their  information  from  books, 
have  not  paid  that  attention  to  the  event  of 
thefe  affections,  which  in  forming  a  judg- 
ment of  them  is  abfolutely  neccffary.  It 
will  be  univerfally  found  that  the  dif- 
charge may  be  more  eafily  removed  by 
remedies  applied  directly  to  the  parts  af- 
fected than  by  mercury,  or  any  medi- 
cine given  internally.     Indeed,  no  ad- 
vantage is  derived  from  the  internal  ex- 
hibition of  medicines,  while  the  difeafe 
feldom  refills  the  application  of  an  aftrin- 
gent  wafh:  neither  is  the  conftitution 

ever 
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ever  affected  with  pox  from  excoriations 
proceeding  merely  from  Gonorrhoea. 

It  is  true  that  buboes  and  fymptoms 
of  pox  fometimes  occur  where  the  pre- 
puce and  glans  have  been  previoufly  af- 
fected in  this  manner.  Of  this  I  have 
feen  many  inftances :  but  in  all  of  thefe 
it  has  happened,  that  on  inquiry,  the  pa- 
tients were  found  to  have  had  connection 
with  difeafed  women  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  excoriation ;  and  whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  of  fome  individuals  upon 
this  point,  I  believe  few  will  doubt  of  an 
ulcerated  or  excoriated  furface  being  par- 
ticularly favourable  for  promoting  the  ab- 
forption  of  any  matter  that  is  applied  to  it; 
infomuch,  that  it  is  the  univerfal  remark 
of  patients,  that  they  never  efcape  being 
'poxed,  if  in  fuch  circumftances  they  have 
connection  with  women  that  are  infect- 
ed. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a  fmall,  partial 
excoriation  is  always  at  firft  of  a  fufpicious 
nature,  while  from  any  obfervation  I  have 

been 
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been  able  to  make,  every  general  affection 
of  this  nature,  where  the  excoriation  ex- 
tends over  the  whole  prepuce  and  glans, 
terminates  eafily  without  producing  any 
conftitutional  taint.  The  difeafe  fome- 
times  at  nrft,  indeed,  occupies  a  fmall  ipot, 
and  afterwards  extends  gradually  over  the 
contiguous  parts,  and  where,  by  the  e- 
vent,  we  judge  of  its  being  of  the  moft 
innocent  nature  from  no  difeafe  of  the 
conftitution  being  produced  by  it.  But 
I  have  uniformly  found,  where  a  fmall 
part  only  has  remained  for  fome  time  raw 
and  excoriated,  without  extending  to  the 
furrounding  parts,  that  fymptoms  of  pox 
fucceed  to  it  with  as  much  certainty  as 
they  ever  do  to  chancres.  I  therefore  be- 
lieve, that  all  partial  affections  of  this 
kind,  which  remain  for  more  than  a  day 
or  two  circumfcribed,  are  produced  by  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  that  they  ought 
accordingly  to  be  treated  as  fymptoms  of 
that  difeafe.  Befides  the  other  differences 
which  we  have  elfe where  enumerated  be- 
tween the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea  and 

Conor- 
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Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  it  would  appear 
that  in  this  they  .differ  in  the  moil  ob- 
vious manner.    The  matter  of  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, however  diffuuble  it  may  be  when 
received   into  the    fyftem,  from  which 
indeed  it  is   never   expelled  but  with 
the  aluftance  of  mercury,  is  always  flow 
in   its  progrefs   while  only  locally  ap- 
plied either  to  the  penis  or  any  other 
part.   Neither  can  it  be  applied^  as  we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  remark,  to 
the  fmalleft  point,  without  much  rifk  of 
pox  being  produced  by  it :  whereas,  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  whether  it  be  ap- 
plied to  the  urethra,  to  the  glans,  or  pre- 
'  puce,  fpreads  quickly  over  all  the  conti- 
guous parts  ;  while  it  is  obvious  to  daily 
obfervation,  either  that  it  is  not  abforbed, 
or  if  it  be  taken  into  the  fyftem,  that  no 
conftitutional  difeafe  enfues  from  it. 

Excoriations  of  this  kind  not  only  re- 
femble  Gonorrhoea,  in  being  produced  by 
the  fame  matter,  and  in  being  entirely  lo- 
cal, but  in  the  method  of  cure.  We  have 
already  had  occafion  to  fee,  that  the  dis- 
charge 
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charge  in  Gonorrhoea  cannot  be  certainly- 
removed,  but  by  the  ufe  of  aftringent  in- 
jections. In  like  manner,  bathing  the 
parts  affected  in  aftringent  folutions 
proves  the  molt  effectual  practice  here. 
Lime-water  anfvvers  particularly  well  for 
this  purpofe  :  alfo  folutions  of  faccharum 
faturni,  and  of  white  vitriol :  immerfing 
the  parts  in  brandy,  or  in  a  ftrong  infu- 
fions  of  red-rofe  le*aves,  will  fometimes  re- 
move the  difcharge  on  the  firft  applica- 
tion. It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark, 
that  the  more  frequently  remedies  of  this 
kind  are  applied,  the  more  effectual  they 
prove.  They  mould  be  ufed  at  leaft  five  or 
fix  times  daily,  and  for  the  fpace  of  a  few 
minutes  at  each  application. 

Emollient  ointments  are  frequently  em- 
ployed in  affections  of  this  kind,  but  the 
very  caufe  which  renders  aftringents  ufe- 
ful  makes  every  application  of  this  nature 
improper.  They  constantly  increafe  the 
difcharge,  while  no  advantage  of  any  kind 
accrues  from  them. 

Vol.  I.  C  c  Nei* 
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Neither  do  we  find  that  purgatives,  or 
any  of  the  cooling  medicines  ufually  pre- 
fcribed  here  are  of  any  real  utility.  When 
much  inflammation  takes  place,  they  may, 
in  fome  inftances,  prove  ufeful,  but  in  all 
fuch  cafes  blood-letting  is  more  to  be  de- 
pended on  ;  particularly  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  parts  immediately  affected, 
■which,in  all  local  inflammatory  complaints, 
is  to  be  confidered  as  the  moft  effectual 
remedy. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  application 
of  leeches  in  excoriations  of  the  penis, 
that  the  wounds  from  the  bites  of  thefe 
animals  are  apt  to  degenerate  into  venereal 
fores.  This  proceeded  upon  the  idea  of  all 
fuch  affections  being  produced  by  the 
matter  of  Lues  Venerea  j  but  now  when 
we  know  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe,  it  is  obvious  that  the  opinion  mufl 
be  ill  founded  ;  and  from  various  and  re- 
peated trials  of  the  remedy  in  queftion  I 
can  decidedly  fay  that  it  is  fo. 

But  admitting  that  a  cafe  mould  occur, 

in 
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in  which  it  might  be  doubtful  whether 
the  excoriation  and  fwelling  was  truly  ve- 
nereal or  not,  ftill  I  would  not  hefitate  in 
advifing  the  application  of  leeches :  they 
would  prove  more  effectual  than  any  other 
remedy  in  carrying  off  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms,  while  their  bites,  if  they  mould 
put  on  the  appearance  of  venereal  fores,' 
would  immediately  render  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe  certain  which  otherwife  might 
long  have  remained  in  doubt. 

In  all  fores  and  inflammatory  affec- 
tions of  thefe  parts,  the  poflure  of  the  bo- 
dy and  pofition  of  the  penis  are  circum- 
ftances  requiring  particular  attention.  The 
patient  fhould  be  kept  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  in  a  horizontal  poflure ;  and  the 
penis  fhould  be  elevated  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  glans  from  hanging  pendulous.  It  of- 
ten happens  indeed,  where  this  is  omit- 
ted, that  fwellings  remain  obflinate  for 
many  weeks  together,  which  otherwife 
might  have  been  carried  off  in  a  few  days,- 


6C2 


SECT; 


3  8  8      Of  Excoriations  in  the  Parts  Ch.  lit. 


SECTION  XI'. 

Of  Excoriations  in  the  Parts  of  Generation  of 

Women* 

'TPHE  parts  of  Generation  in  Women 
are  liable  to  excoriations  of  a  fimi- 
lar  nature  with  thofe  enumerated  in  the 
laft  fedtion.  In  fome  cafes  they  are  con- 
fined to  the  clitoris,  nymphse,  and  labia 
pudendi.  In  others  they  fpread  to  the 
perineum,  and  even  to  the  groins  and 
thighs,  where,  from  negligence  and  want 
of  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  I  have  known 
deep  and  very  extenfive  ulcers  produ- 
ced. 

Where  the  excoriations  are  confined 
within  the  parts  of  generation,  the  fymp- 
toms  are  nearly  fuch  as  occur  from  Go- 
norrhoea in  the  ufual  form  of  the  difeafe ; 

but 
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but  where  the  inflammation  and  rawnefs 
fpread  to  the  thighs,  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
trefs  is  experienced  in  walking,  and  in 
every  motion  of  the  body. 

The  method  of  cure  is  nearly  the  fame 
in  women  as  in  men.  Bathing  the  parts 
frequently  with  one  or  other  of  the  aftrin- 
gent  applications  mentioned  in  the  laft 
fection,  for  the  moft  part,  proves  effectual; 
for  the  excoriated  parts  feldom  lie  fo  deep 
as  to  require  the  ufe  of  the  fyringe ;  but 
when  the  parts  become  evidently  ulce- 
rated, bathing  alone  is  not  fufficient.  In 
this  cafe  the  ulcers  fall  to  be  treated  in  the 
fame  manner  with  fores  proceeding  from 
any  other  caufe.  When  they  are  foul 
and  floughy,  an  ointment  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated with  mercur.  precipit.  rub.  is 
perhaps  the  befl  application  we  can  ufe  ; 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  healing  them,  nor 
thing  anfwers  better  than  common  cerate, 
with  a  large  proportion  of  lapis  calami- 
naris,  or  unguentum  e  calce  zinci,  for 
which  prescriptions  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

C  c  3  When 
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When  fores  of  this  defcription  do  not 
foon  yield  to  thefe  applications,  and  efpe- 
cially  when  they  fpread  and  become  deep- 
er while  the  patient  is  ufing  them,  there 
will  be  fome  caufe  to  fufpect  that  a  ve- 
nereal taint  exifts  in  the  conftitution :  in 
which  cafe  a  courfe  of  mercury  mould  im- 
mediately be  advifed,  being  the  only  re- 
medy upon  which,  in  fuch  circumftanceSj 
we  can  place  any  dependence. 


SECTION  XII. 

Pf  the  Fhymofis  and  Parapbymofis. 

T  N  fection  tenth  we  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  a  definition  of  thefe  two 
difeafes.  Inflammation  of  the  prepu- 
tium  always  excites  fome  degree  of  thick- 
nefs  and  contraction.  When  the  contrac- 
tion  occurs  while  the  prepuce  covers  the 

glans, 
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glans,  and  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prevent 
it  from  being  pulled  back,  the  difeafe  thus 
produced,  is  termed  phymofis.  We  fay 
that  paraphymoiis  takes  place  when  the 
prepuce  contracts  behind  the  glans  and 
cannot  be  drawn  over  it. 

One  of  the  moft  frequent  caufes  of  phy- 
mofis is  chancres  on  the  preputium. 
The  thickening  of  the  fkin  induced  by 
chancres,  and  the  inflammation  with 
which  they  are  apt  to  be  attended,  is  often 
productive  of  phymofis  j  but  it  alfo  occurs 
from  other  caufes.  Whatever  excites 
much  inflammation  of  the  penis  will  in- 
duce it.  Hence  it  readily  occurs  in  every 
cafe  of  Gonorrhoea  attended  with  any  un- 
ufual  degree  of  inflammation,  particular- 
ly in  that  variety  of  the  difeafe  where  the 
glans  and  prepuce  are  inflamed  and  ex- 
coriated. But  although  thefe  excoria- 
tions often  terminate  in  phymofis,  it  is 
certain  that  they  are  more  frequently  pro- 
ductive of  paraphymofis.  The  patient,  in 
clearing  away  the  matter,  neceffarily  draws 
back  the  preputium,  and  when  the  parts 

C  c  4  are 
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are  previoufly  much  inflamed  and  thick- 
ened they  are  apt  to  contract  fo  fudden- 
ly  when  in  this  ftate  of  retraction,  that 
{hey  cannot  again  be  drawn  over  the 
glans. 

In  the  treatment  of  phymofis,  we  are 
often  fuccefsful  by  a  proper  application  of 
emollients.  No  effect  will  refult  from 
them  when  the  ftricture  has  been  of  long 
duration;  but,  unlefs  the  inflammation  is 
unufually  fevere,  they  will  often  anfwer  if 
duly  perfevered  in  from  the  nrft.  Im- 
merfing  the  penis,  from  time  to  time,  in 
■warm  milk,  or  in  a  decoction  of  althea 
root,  or  of  lintfeed,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
effectual  method  of  applying  remedies  of 
this  kind  ;  and  when  much  matter  is  pro- 
duced between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  ei- 
ther by  chancres  or  inflammation,  thefe 
liquids  mould  be  injected  from  time  to 
time  with  a  fyringe.  But  with  a  view  to  i 
leffen  the  difcharge,  after  wafhing  out  any 
matter  that  may  be  formed,  a  weak  fatur- 
nine  folution  mould  be  injected  three  or 
tour  times  a-day.    This,  with  a  low  diet, 

ab- 
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abftinence  from  exercife,  and  fufpending 
the  penis,  will,  for  the  moft  part,  prove 
fuccefsful :  but  when  the  parts  are  much 
inflamed,  it  becomes  necefTary  to  take 
blood  in  quantities  proportioned  to  the 
fymptoms,  not  merely  from  the  arm, 
but  from  the  penis  itfelf,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  leeches,  which  may  always  be  done 
with  fafety  where  the  difeafe  is  local,  as 
we  have  mown  to  be  the  cafe  where  it 
proceeds  from  excoriation  or  from  Go- 
norrhoea :  but  when  it  occurs  from  chan- 
cres, as  venereal  fores  are  apt  to  enfue 
from  the  bites  of  leeches,  it  is  better  to 
omit  them. 

While  any  confiderable  degree  of  ftric- 
ture  remains,  it  is  always  improper  to  force 
the  prepuce  back.  This,  however,  is  of- 
ten done,  but  it  very  commonly  termi- 
nates in  paraphymofis  ;  for  when  the  parts 
are  much  contracted  it  is  almoft  impomble 
to  get  the  prepuce  again  brought  over  the 
glans,  if  it  has  once  been  forced  complete- 
ly behind  it.  It  is  ,  better,  therefore,  to 
wait  till  the  ftriclure  is  entirely  removed, 

before 
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before  any  attempt  is  made  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Befides  the  rifk  of  inducing  para- 
phymofis,  the  irritation  which  it  gives 
tends  always  to  render  the  flridlure  more 
obftinate.  When  the  inflammation  is  al- 
together gone,  it  may  be  proper,  after 
immerfing  the  penis  in  any  of  the  emolli- 
ents above-mentioned,  and  rubbing  it 
gently  over  with  warm  oil,  to  endeavour, 
from  time  to  time,  to  flretch  it  to  its  ufual 
extent ;  but  even  at  this  period  of  the  dif- 
eafe  the  prepuce  ought  never  to  be  pufhed 
back  with  fuch  force  as  can  excite  any 
kind  of  uneafmefs. 

In  the  treatment  of  phymofis  it  is  pro- 
per to  remark,  that,  in  a  great  proportion 
of  cafes,  the  ftric'ture  can  never  be  altoge- 
ther removed.  In  flight  degrees  of  it  we 
commonly  fiicceed  by  the  means  I  have 
mentioned,  but  whenever  it  is  fevere  the 
parts  remain  under  fome  degree  of  contrac- 
tion, for  the  moft  part,  during  the  life  of 
the  patient.  We  have  it  indeed  in  our 
power  to  remove  even  the  moft  inveterate 
ftri&ure  that  occurs,  by  laying  the  pre- 
puce 
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puce  open,  either  by  a  .partial  incifion,  or 
cutting  it  from  one  end  to  the  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  extent  of  the  difeafe,  but 
this  is  a  remedy  of  too  fevere  a  nature  for 
the  removal  of  phymofis,  in  the  ordinary 
form  of  ,the  difeafe.  Where  the  prepuce 
is  fo  much  contracted  as  to  interrupt  the 
paflage  of  urine,  or  to  impede  coition,  it 
no  doubt  becomes  proper  to  lefTen  or  re- 
move the  ftricture,  but  it  is  moll  fre- 
quently for  obtaining  ready  accefs  to  con- 
cealed chancres  that  we  advife  this  mea- 
fure  of  laying  the  prepuce  freely  open. 

Even  chancres  are  often  cured  while 
the  prepuce  remains  contracted ;  but  this 
is  only  the  flighter  kinds  of  them.  When- 
ever they  are  either  deep  or  very  exten- 
five,  although  with  much  care  and  atten- 
tion they  may  in  fome  inftances  be  cured, 
yet  we  are  much  more  certain  of  effecting 
our  purpofe,  and  of  doing  it  fpeedily,  by 
laying  the  fores  compleatly  open.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  however,  that  a  patient 
mould  rather  fubmit  to  an  ordinary  or 
flight  degree  of  phymofis,  where  there  is 

no 
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no  difeafe  concealed  by  it,  than  incur  the 
pain  and  diftrefs  which  mult  always  en- 
fue  from  this  operation.  Many  have  it 
from  their  birth,  and  are  not  fenfible  of 
any  inconvenience  arifing  from  it. 

It  happens,  indeed,  in  fome  inftances, 
even  of  this  natural  phymofis,  if  we  may 
fo  term  it,  that  we  are  under  the  necemty 
of  removing  the  ftricture  by  an  incifion. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  where  the  ex- 
fudation  natural  to  thefe  parts  is  in  fiich 
quantities  as  to  excite  irritation,  which  it 
is  always  apt  to  do  when  it  adheres  to  the 
prepuce  and  glans.  By  much  pains  in 
warning  with  a  fyringe,  the  parts  may  be 
kept  fo  clean  as  to  prevent  them  from  fuf- 
fering  with  this  mucus  ;  but  in  general  we 
find  it  necelTary  either  to  lay  the  contract- 
ed prepuce  open  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  or  to  remove  a  portion  of  it  entirely, 
fo  as  to  perform  the  operation  of  circum- 
ciflon. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  al- 
though this  operation  of  removing  a  por- 
tion of  the  prepuce  is  in  itfelf  exceedingly 

nmple 
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iimple  and  eafy,  and  never  fails  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  where  the  parts  are  perfectly 
found,  that  it  is  very  apt  to  difappoint  us 
entirely,  when  they  are  under  any  degree 
of  inflammation  or  irritation.  In  this 
fituation,  although  the  parts  in  which  the 
flricture  is  feated  be  completely  removed, 
the  remaining  extremity  of  the  prepuce 
contracts  almoft  immediately  after  the 
operation,  fo  as  to  create  nearly  the  fame 
degree  of  inconveniency  which  it  did  be- 
fore. By  the  introduction  of  dofils  of 
lint,  fponge  tent,  and  other  fuch  articles, 
we  may  for  a  time  prevent  the  contraction 
from  becoming  considerable,  but  the  irri- 
tation which  thefe  applications  excite  at 
lafl  oblige  us  to  lay  them  alide,  when  the 
flricture  foon  takes  place  in  a  degree  equal 
to  what  it  was  before  the  operation. 

I  have  taken  the  more  particular  notice 
of  this  from  different  cafes  having  fallen, 
under  my  management,  in  which,  by  en- 
deavouring to  remove  a  contraction  of  the 
prepuce  by  the  operation  of  circumcifion, 
we  were  completely  difappointed.  In  three 

of 
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of  thefe  the  operation  was  done  by  others. 
In  one  I  performed  it  myfelf.  But  al- 
though every  thing  was  done  in  all  of 
them  that  might  probably  render  them 
fuccefsful,  yet  they  all  failed,  and  after  a 
considerable  time  fpent  in  trying  to  dilate 
the  newly-formed  ftricture,  I  was  in  two 
of  thefe  inftances  obliged  to  perform  the 
operation  for  the  phymofis  in  the  ufual 
way, by  making  a  longitudinal  cut  through 
all  the  remaining  part  of  the  preputium. 
In  one  the  ftricture  was  not  fo  confider- 
able  as  to  render  it  necefTary,  and  in  the 
other  the  patient  would  not  fubmit  to  it. 

Were  we  to  remove  the  prepuce  entirely, 
by  difTecting  it  completely  away  from  that 
part  of  the  penis  where  it  begins  to  be 
formed  by  an  elongation  or  production  of 
the  fkin,  the  operation  might  probably  an- 
fwer  our  expectation,  but  it  would  leave 
the  glans  altogether  uncovered,  which  in 
thofe  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  have 
it  protected  with  the  prepuce,  is  apt  to 
excite  very  difagreeable  fenfations.  Neither 
can  I  determine  with  certainty  whether  it 

would  j 
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would,  in  every  cafe,  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  giving  complete  relief  or  not.  Where 
the  parts  are  previoufly  in  a  date  of  irri- 
tation, the  remaining  fkin  might  contract 
behind  the  glans,  fo  as  to  produce  fome 
degree  of  paraphymofis :  at  lead,  in  one  of 
the  four  cafes  to  which  I  allude,  a  very 
confiderable  portion  of  the  prepuce  was  re- 
moved, and  yet  the  remainder  contracted 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  ftriclure 
which  gave  much  diftrefs. 

Different  methods  have  been  propofed 
for  performing  the  operation  of  a  phymo- 
£s.  For  thefe  the  writers  on  chirurgical 
operations  muft  be  confulted,  but  the  ea- 
fieft,  and  perhaps  the  fimpleft  of  any,  is 
that  which  I  have  defcribed  in  the  fyftem 
of  furgeryf,in  which  the  incilion  is  made 
by  pamng  a  fharp  pointed  biftoury  along 
a  directory  between  the  prepuce  and  glans, 
and  having  pufhed  the  point  of  the  bif- 
toury  through  the  prepuce  near  to  where 
it  begins  to  form,  the  cut  is  completed  by 
drawing  the  inftrument  forward;  in  which 

f  Chapter  X.  Section  r. 
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manner  it  is  done,  not  only  more  neatlv, 
but  with  more  expedition,  and  with  much 
more  eafe  to  the  patient  than  in  the  ufual 
way  of  cutting  the  prepuce  from  before 
backwards.  In  this  manner  the  incifion 
is  always  made  at  different  ftrokes,  by 
which  the  cut  is  apt  to  be  ragged  and  un- 
equal, whereas  in  the  other  it  is  done  at 
once,  and  in  any  direction  that  the  ope- 
rator may  incline. 

Some  advife  the  incifion  to  run  on  the 
fide  of  the  penis,  and  others  along  the 
back  of  it;  The  difference  in  general  is 
not  material,  but  the  former  appears  to  me 
to  be  preferable,  from  the  matter  either  of 
the  cut  itfelf,  or  of  concealed  chancres  not 
being  fo  apt  to  lodge  between  the  prepuce 
and  glans,  as  when  the  incifion  is  made 
on  the  back  of  the  penis.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  obferve,  that  there  are  two 
circurnftances,  which  in  this  operation  re- 
quire particular  attention  :  the  large  veins 
of  the  penis  mould  be  avoided,  and  when 
chancres  are  prefent,  the  cut  ought  to  run 
as  near  to  them  as  with  proprietv  it  can 
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be  made,  fo  as  to  admit  of  the  eafy  appli~ 
cation  of  proper  dremngs. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  parts  after  the 
operation,  fome  attention  is  neceflary  to 
prevent  the  edges  of  the  divided  prepuce 
from  adhering  to  the  glans.  I  have  known 
a  good  deal  of  inconvenience  produced  by 
this  being  overlooked,  and  it  is  eafily  pre- 
vented by  inferting  a  fmall  pledgit  of  lint 
between  the  prepuce  and  glans  at  each 
dremng: 

Paraphymofis  may  happen  either  from  a 
ftricture  of  the  prepuce,  from  a  fwelled  ftate 
of  the  glans  penis,  or  from  a  combination 
of  both. 

When  it  appears  to  depend,  either  alto- 
gether or  chiefly,  on  a  contracted  ftate  of 
the  preputium,  the  fame  applications 
mould  be  made  to  it  which  we  advifed  for 
the  phymofis.  By  the  ufe  of  warm  emol- 
lients the  flriclure,  when  in  a  flight  degree, 
may  be  fo  far  removed  as  to  admit  of  the 
prepuce  being  drawn  over  it.  After  im- 
merfing  the  penis  for  a  few  minutes  in 
warm  milk,  and  rubbing  the  contracted 
parts  with  any  emollient  ointment,  we 
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may  fometimes  fucceed  by  applying  the 
fore  and  middle  ringer  of  each  hand  be- 
hind the  contracted  part  of  the  prepuce, 
and  pulling  it  gently  forward,  while,  with 
the  thumb  of  each  hand  placed  upon  the 
glans,  we  pufh  it  firmly  backward.  This 
I  have  done  in  different  inftances,  which 
otherwife  would  foon  have  ended  in  ftric- 
tures  of  the  moft  confirmed  kind.  It  muff, 
however,  be  confeffed,  that  it  is  only  in 
the  commencement  of  the  difeafe  that  this, 
or  any  other  manoeuvre  of  a  fimilar  kind, 
will  fucceed ;  and  there  is  no  room  for 
any  fuch  attempt  when  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds from  a  tumefied  flate  of  the  glans. 

When  the  difeafe  feems  either  to  be  entire- 
ly owing  to  an  enlarged  flate  of  the  glans, 
or  partly  to  this  and  partly  to  a  ftriclure 
of  the  prepuce,  as  fometimes  happens,  we 
may  endeavour  to  relax  the  preputium  by 
rubbing  it  with  oil,  or  an  emollient  oint- 
ment ;  but  in  fuch  circumftances  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the*  application  of  emollients  to 
the  glans  would  rather  do  harm.  By  re- 
laxing the  parts  affected  they  would  in- 
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creafe  the  fwelling.  Cold  aftringent  ap- 
jplications  prove  more  ufeful,  and  ought 
alone  to  be  depended  on.  In  this  view 
we  advife  cloths  .dipped  in  brandy,  vine- 
gar, and  cold  water,  to  be  applied  to  the 
parts*  and  poultices,  with  crumb  of  bread* 
and  a  folution  of  faccharum  faturni  in 
vinegar  and  water*  But  when  thefe  do 
not  foon  fucceed  in  reducing  the  fwelling, 
we  are  under  the  neceflity  of  removing 
the  ftricture  by  an  operation,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  acceflion  of  more  ferious  fymp- 
toms.  When  too  long  neglected  the  glans 
is  apt  to  mortify,  by  the  contraction  of 
the  prepuce  putting  a  flop  to  ..the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood. 

This  operation  confifts  in  making  one 
or  more  incifions  into  the  contracted  edge 
of  the  prepuce.  We  fometimes  fucceed  by 
making  two  or  three  fmall  cuts  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  fr.ric~t.ure  with  the  fhoulder 
of  a  lancet.  They  ought  to  be  carried  en- 
tirely through  the  fkin  and  into  the  cellu- 
lar fubftance,  and  when  they  bleed  freely 
they  commonly  give  immediate  relief  ; 
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but  it  mull  be  admitted  that  thefe  fmall 
incifions,  however  numerous  they  may  be, 
do  not  prove  fo  certainly  effectual  as  one 
free  cut  made  completely  through  the 
ftricture.  The  eafieft  method  of  doing 
this  is,  by  infinuating  the  end  of  a  direc- 
tor beneath  the  ftricture,  aud  cutting  Upon 
it  with  a  fcalpel.  For  this  purpofe  a  fhort 
director  fhould  be  ufed,  with  the  groove 
open  at  the  extremity. 

The  incifion  here  does  not  require  any 
particular  attention.  The  divided  veffels 
Ihould  be  allowed  to  bleed  freely.  This 
generally  leftens  the  pain,  while  it  co-ope- 
rates along  with  the  removal  of  the  ftric- 
ture in  carrying  off  the  fwelling.  Lint, 
fpread  with  unguentum  faturnium,  makes 
the  beft  dremng  for  the  fore. 

It  muft  be  remembered  that  we  are  now 
fuppofing  that  no  difeafe  exifts  in  the  con- 
stitution. When  either  of  thefe  affections 
are  conjoined  with  Lues  Venerea,  as  we 
often  find  to  be  the  cafe,  the  patient  can- 
not be  rendered  fafe,  nor  will  the  fores 
produced  by  the  operation  heal  without 
the  amftance  of  a  Courfe  of  mercury. 

SECT- 
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SECTION  XIII. 

Of  Warts  on  the  Glans  and  Prepuce,  and  La-< 
bia  Pudendi. 

HPHE  Glans,  Prepuce,  and  Labia  Puden^- 
di,  are  frequently  attacked  with 
warty  excrefcences,  on  the  termination  of 
Gonorrhoea.  They  fometimes  appear  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  difcharge,  but 
more  commonly  at  the  end  of  it,  when 
the  patient  having  confidered  the  cure  as 
complete,  is  furprized  with  the  appearance 
of  this  new  fymptom. 

They  rife  at  firft  in  the  form  of  final! 
points,  which  gradually  become  larger, 
and  frequently  fo  numerous  as  to  cover 
a  conliderable  part  of  the  penis.  In  men 
they  commonly  begin  immediately  behind 
t}je  glans,  and  extend,  in  the  form  of  a 
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ring,  round  the  whole  penis,  near  to  the 
junction  of  the  glans  and  prepuce.  They 
afterwards  appear  indifcriminately  on  all 
the  neighbouring  parts,  but  they  are  ufual- 
ly  moft  numerous  upon  the  prepuce. 

In  fome  cafes  they  are  nrft  perceived  in 
the  urethra.  The  patient  complains  of  an 
obftruction  to  the  flow  of  urine,  and  on 
feparating  the  lips  of  the  urethra,  a  red, 
florid  excrefcence  is  obferved  to  be  the 
caufe  of  it,  I  have  alfo  met  with  produc- 
tions of  this  kind  in  the  urethra  of  women. 

.  Thefe  warts  are  feldom  painful  j  never, 
unlefs  they  proceed  to  a  (late  of  ukera- 
v  >n,  which,  when  they  do,  is  always  to  be 
co  .  lered  as  the  fault  of  the  patient.  On 
fjh  1  fi:  ft  appearance  they  are  always  firm 
and  entire,  but  when  they  become  nume- 
rous, if  they  be  not  regularly  cleaned,  the 
moifture  natural  to  thefe  parts  becomes 
acrid,  and  renders  them  tender  ;  and  this, 
if  it  be  not  prevented  by  timeous  affift- 
ance,  foon  terminates  in  painful  ulcers, 
iLxcrefcences  of  this  kind  affume  various 
forms.    For  the  moft  part  they  are  nnglc, 
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and  pendulous,  with  narrow  necks,  but 
in  fome  inftances  they  have  broad  bales  ; 
while,  in  others,  a  number  of  thefe  fmaller 
warts  fprout  all  from  the  lame  root,  and 
form  excrefcences  of  unequal  cauliflower 
kind  of  furfaces.  When  long  neglected, 
as  fome  times  happens  with  poor  people, 
they  acquire  fuch  a  bulk  as  to  cover  the 
glans  entirely;  and  when  in  this  ftate 
they  become  ulcerated,  the  whole  mafs 
alfumes  fuch  a  difeafed  appearance,  as 
with  thofe  not  accuftomed  to  this  branch 
of  bufinefs,  gives  a  fufpicion  of  their  being 
cancerous.  Of  this  I  have  met  with  dif- 
ferent inftances,  where  the  penis,  after 
being  doomed  to  amputation,  has  been 
faved,  and  the  warty  excrefcences  removed. 

It  is  difficult,  or  perhaps  impomble,  to 
afcertain  the  caufe  of  thefe  warts.  In  fome 
cafes  they  are  obvioufly  produced  from 
the  cuticle,  their  attachment  being  fo 
flight,  that  on  being  removed,  the  cutis 
vera  is  left  entire  :  in  others  they  proceed 
from  the  fkin  itfelf,  but  I  never  obferved 
them  to  go  deeper  than  this. 
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Whatever  tends  to  excite  the  flow  of  an 
unufual  quantity  of  blood  to  the  penis, 
feems  to  create  a  difpofition  in  thefe  parts 
to  formations  of  this  kind:  hence  they 
fucceed  to  various  kinds  of  irritation.  We 
know  that  they  are  a  frequent  confequence 
of  the  venereal  irritation,  for  they  often 
fucceed  to  chancres  ;  and  I  have  known 
them  in  different  in  fiances  fucceed  to 
limple  excoriation,  where  neither  Gonor- 
rhoea nor  Lues  Venerea  ever  exifled.  By 
whatever  caufe  irritation  is  produced  in 
the  prepuce  and  glans,  it  feems  to  excite 
a  difpofition  in  the  fmall  blood  veffels  of 
the  parts  to  fprout  or  pullulate,  by  which 
thefe  warty  productions  appear  to  be 
formed. 

As  warts  are  a  frequent  confequence  of 
chancres,  they  have  been  always  confi- 
dered  as  of  a  venereal  nature,  whether 
they  are  the  immediate  effects  of  chancre, 
Gonorrhoea,  or  any  other  caufe.  This  opi- 
nion, however,  is  by  no  means  well  found- 
ed. Warts  on  thefe  parts  may,  no  doubt 
occur,  while  Lues  Venerea  exifts  in  the 
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conftitution ;  and  in  fuch  inftances  mer- 
cury muft  be  given  before  a  permanent 
cure  can  be  expected.  But  in  a  great  pro- 
portion of  cafes,  at  leaft  in  ninety-nine  of 
a  hundred,  they  appear  to  be  entirely  lo- 
cal, infomuch  that  remedies  acting  only 
upon  the  conftitution  have  no  influence 
whatever  in  removing  them,  while  they 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  eafily  carried  off  by 
a  variety  of  applications,  which  act  folely 
upon  the  excrefcences  themfelves,  or  ra- 
ther upon  the  veffels  by  which  they  are  pro- 
duced. Nay,  they  are  fo  evidently  of  a  local 
nature,  that  when  they  occur  in  Lues  Ve- 
nerea, although  they  are  very  apt  to  return 
when  removed  while  the  infection  exifts  in 
the  conftitution,  yet  it  is  very  certain  that 
this  difeafe  of  the  habit  may  be  complete- 
ly eradicated  without  any  effect  being 
produced  upon  them.  The  warts  which 
lucceed  to  chancres  commonly  remain 
equally  firm  and  obftinate  after  mercury 
has  been  given  as  they  were  before,  and 
are  to  be  removed  by  the  fame  means  as 
if  the  conftitution  had  never  been  affect- 
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ed.  This,  I  may  obferve,  is  a  point  which 
in  a  particular  manner  merits  the  attention 
of  practitioners  ;  I  mean  of  fuch  as  are  not 
daily  verfant  in  this  branch  of  bufinefs ; 
for  while  the  opinion  is  retained,  as  is 
{till  the  cafe  with  fome,  of  warts  on  thefe 
parts  being  in  moll  inflances  connected 
with  Lues  Venerea,  much  mifchief  is  apt 
to  be  done  by  a  great  deal  of  mercury  be- 
ing given  where  no  advantage  can  ever  be 
derived  from  it.  In  the  treatment  of  this 
affection,  I  have  known  the  conftitution 
almoft  ruined  by  one  courfe  of  mercury 
after  another,  without  any  effect:  upon  the 
warts,  and  which  were  afterwards  eafily 
and  fpeedily  removed  by  remedies  applied 
directly  to  the  parts  themfelves. 

I  have  mentioned  irritation  as  a  cauie 
of  thefe  excrefcences,  but  it  is  only  the 
{lighter  kinds  of  it  that  feems  to  produce 
them.  They  often  fucceed  to  a  flight  de- 
gree of  inflammation,  but  I  have  never 
known  them  form  on  parts  highly  in- 
flamed :  on  the  contrary,  much  inflam- 
mation feems  to  deftroy  the  tendency  in 
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thefe  parts  to  the  production  of  warts,  in- 
fomuch,  that  our  mofl  effectual  remedies 
in  the  cure  of  thefe  excrefcences,  and  for 
preventing  a  return  of  them,  are  fuch  as 
always  excite  a  good  deal  of  pain  and  in- 
flammation. They  may  no  doubt  be  re- 
moved more  quickly  with  a  fcalpel  or 
fciffars,  or  by  tying  ligatures  of  waxed 
filk  round  them,  when  they  are  pendul- 
ous, and  have  narrow  necks,  but  they  are 
more  apt  to  return  when  removed  in  this 
manner,  or  even  when  they  are  -deftroved 
with  cauftic,  unlefs  fome  degree  of  inflam- 
mation has  at  the  'fame  time  been  indu- 
ced upon  the  parts.  Befides,  ligatures 
cannot  be  applied-  to  warts  with  a  broad 
bafe,  which  they  frequently  have ;  and 
few  patients  will  fubmit  to  the  ufe  of  the 
fcalpel  for  the  extirpation  of  the  numerous 
warts,  which  in  fuch  inftances  for  the  moll 
part  prevail. 

Inflammation  for  the  purpofe  of  remov- 
ing warts  might  be  excited  in  various 
ways;  but  we  neceflarily  prefer  that  which 
is  eafieft  to  the  patient,  and  -which  at  the 
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fame  time  proves  effectual.  We  fometimes 
fucceed  by  bathing  the  warts  and  conti- 
guous parts  three  or  four  times  a-day  with 
a  ftrong  folution  of  crude  fal  ammoniac, 
or  of  corrofive  fublimate,  And  a  folution 
of  mercury  in  fpirit  of  nitre  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  acts  upon  the  warts  them- 
felves  as  a  cauftic,  feems  alfo,  by  exciting 
inflammation  in  the  veffels  of  the  conti- 
guous parts,  to  remove  or  deftroy  the  dif- 
pofition  which  firft  produced  them.  Pre- 
fcriptions  are  given  for  thefe  folutions  in 
the  Appendix,  Nos.  39,40,  and  41.  The 
two  former  may  be  ufed  with  freedom, 
but  the  ftrength  of  the  latter  renders  it 
neceffary  to  apply  it  with  much  delicacy 
and  attention.  The  parts  mould  be  merely 
moiftened  with  a  pencil  dipped  in  it,  nor 
mould  this  be  repeated  above  once  every 
fecond  or  third  day. 

Tincture  of  cantharides,  applied  in  this 
manner,  fometimes  anfwers  ;  but  we  find 
by  experience,  that  our  fuccefs  is  more 
certain  from  the  application  of  fuch  pow- 
ders as  irritate  and  inflame  the  fkin,  than 
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from  the  ufe  of  the  fame  remedies  in  a  li- 
quid form.  Savine  in  fine  powder  is  one 
of  the  beft  for  common  ufe.  Common 
muftard,  whether  of  the  white  or  black 
kind,  likewife  anfwers  ;  and  I  have  known 
the  powder  of  betony,  and  of  white  helle- 
bore, both  feparately,  and  mixed  in  equal 
quantities,  prove  fuccefsful. 

If  the  warts  and  lkin  lying  between 
them  be  fprinkled  over  with  any  of  thefe 
daily,  a  fufEcient  degree  of  inflammation 
is,  for  the  moft  part,  foon  induced,  and  we 
know  that  it  has  gone  far  enough  when 
fome  of  the  fmalleft  begin  to  fhrivel  and 
drop  off.  At  this  time  we  ought  therefore 
to  delift  from  any  farther  ufe  of  the  pow- 
der, always  taking  care  to  renew  it  from 
time  to  time,  if  the  inflammation  fubfides 
before  the  excrefcences  are  entirely  remo- 
ved. In  a  few  inftances,  the  warts  fprout 
up  again  after  they  were  altogether  car- 
ried off.  When  this  takes  place,  the  pow- 
der mould  again  be  applied  over  the  whole 
feat  of  the  difeafe,  and  continued  till  fuch 
a  degree  of  inflammation  is  induced  as 
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the  patient  can  eafily  bear.  They  will 
feldom  or  never  return  again,  if  the  parts 
at  this  fecond  application  of  the  reme- 
dy have  been  made  to  inflame  fuffi- 
ciently. 

Thefe  powders,  even  in  a  fimple  unmix- 
ed flate,  very  feldom  fail,  but  in  fome 
patients  the  warts  are  fo  firm,  and  the 
fkin  of  the  prepuce  fo  thick  and  corruga- 
ted, that  powders  of  a  more  powerfully 
irritating  nature  become  neceffary.  In 
fuch  cafes  a  fmall  proportion  of  red  preci- 
pitate, finely  levigated,  being  added  to  the 
puivis  fabinse,  commonly  anfwers.  Calo- 
mel fometimes  proves  effectual,  whether 
ufed  by  itfelf,  or  mixed  with  any  of  thefe 
powders,  and  a  powder  compofed  of  equal 
parts  of  alumen  uftum  and  mercur.  precip. 
ruber,  feldom  fails. 

Even  when  warts  are  feated  in  the  en- 
trance of  the  urethra,  they  may  be  treat- 
ed in  this  manner,  at  lead  I  have  often 
removed  them  in  this  fituation  by  the  ap- 
plication of  thefe  powders,  and  I  never 
knew  any  harm  produced  by  them.  In 
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one  inftance  when  the  wart  was  farther  up 
the  urethra  than  ufual,  the  excrefcence 
was  completely  removed  by  the  pulvis  fa- 
binse  alone,  but  a  conuderable  degree  of 
pain  was  induced  by  it,  which  end- 
ed in  a  very  copious  puriform  difcharge. 
The  urethra  became  tender  and  inflamed, 
through  the  whole  length  of  it,  and  the 
running  having  all  the  appearance  of  the 
matter  of  Gonorrhoea,  I  fufpected  that  a 
new  infection  had  been  communicated. 
My  patient,  however,  amired  me  that 
this  could  not  pombly  be  the  cafe,  as  he 
had  not  for  many  months  had  any  con- 
nection with  women,  and  there  was  no 
caufe  to  doubt  his  afTertion.  The  running 
continued  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
weeks,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  com- 
mon clap,  and  was  cured  precifely  in  the 
fame  manner,  viz.  by  the  ufe  of  aftringent 
injections. 
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SECTION  XIV. 

Of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex, 

T  Have  endeavoured  in  different  parts  of 
A  this  work  to  mew  that  the  difcharge 
in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  is  the  effect  of 
inflammation  excited  in  the  urethra  and 
contiguous  parts  by  the  matter  of  infec- 
tion being  applied  to  them.  In  the  end 
of  the  preceding  fection  a  cafe  is  men- 
tioned, in  which  fymptoms  occurred  ex- 
actly limilar  to  thofe  produced  by  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta  from  the  application  of  an 
irritating  powder  to  the  urethra ;  and  there 
is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  may  at  any 
time  be  induced  by  whatever  excites  in- 
flammation in  any  part  of  that  membrane. 

A  puriform  difcharge  from  the  urethra 
induced  in  this  manner,  and  without  any 

con- 
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connection  with  an  infe(5led  perfon  hav- 
ing taken  place,  may  be  denominated 
Gonorrhoea  Simplex. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  fee' 
that  a  difcharge  frequently  occurs  in  fe- 
males, ufually  termed  fluor  albus,  which* 
in  particular  circumftances,  very  much  re- 
fembles  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  f* 

In  men,  we  often  meet  with  a  difeafe 
exactly  fimilar  to  this ;  where  a  copious 
difcharge  of  matter  takes  place  from  the 
urethra,  attended  with  a  fcalding  heat  in 
voiding  urine,  and  all  the  other  fymp- 
toms  of  Gonorrhoea,  and  where  there  is 
no  fufpicion  of  infection  being  communi- 
cated* 

There  is  nothing  more  neceffary  than 
for  practitioners  to  be  aware  of  this,  par- 
ticularly for  the  younger  part  of  the  pro- 
femon,  who  are  apt  to  fuppofe  that  every 
difcharge  of  matter  from  the  genitals,  efpe- 
cially  in  men,  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
Venereal.    But  although  this  is  undoubt- 


f  Vide  chapter  ti.  fection  10. 
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edly  true  in  a  great  proportion  of  cafes, 
yet  every  practitioner  of  experience  muft 
have  met  with  many  inftances  of  the  re- 
Verfe,  and  in  which  the  reputation  of  the 
mod  virtuous  people  might  have  been 
ruined,were  the  diftinction  of  which  we  are 
now  fpeaking  overlooked.  I  have  met  with 
different  inftances  of  men  newly  married 
being  feized  with  this  fymptom,  in  fome 
of  which,  although  there  was  at  firft  fight 
much  caufe  for  fufpicion  and  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  the  hufband,  yet  on  being  in- 
formed by  a  perfon  on  whofe  judgment 
they  placed  confidence,  that  a  running  of 
this  kind  is  not  unfrequently  induced  by 
other  caufes,  and  that  the  difcharge  which 
had  newly  taken  place,  would  probably 
{hew,  by  its  ending  more  quickly  than 
Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  ufually  does,  that  it 
was  of  a  different  nature,  they  foon  be- 
came lefs  anxious,  and  at  laft  were  con- 
vinced of  their  fears  having  been  altoge- 
ther groundlefs. 

In  like  manner,  I  have  in  different  in- 
ftances been  consulted  by  women,  who, 

on 


Sect.  XIV.    Of  Gonorrhaa  Simplex.  419 

on  finding  their  hufband's  linen  ftained 
with  matter,  have  fancied  that  they  them- 
feives  had  been  injured  by  them  ;  and  the 
imagination  being  once,  affected,  we  all 
know  how  difficult  it  is  in  fuch  matters  to 
fet  it  right.  I  was  fome  time  ago  confut- 
ed by  a  lady  in  circumftances  of  thisL 
kind,  who,  from  the  caufe  I  have  men- 
tioned, had  long  been  reduced  to  a  {late 
of  the  greateft  diftrefs  and  mifery.  Her 
mind  was  in  the  firft  place  deeply  affected 
with  the  fuppofed  mifconduct  of  her  huf- 
band  ;  and  fhe  was  fully  convinced  that 
fhe  herfelf  laboured  under  almofl  every 
fymptom  which  attends  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  To  this  me  was  in  a  great  meafure 
led,  by  the  opinion  of  a  midwife,  who 
unfortunately  informed  her,  that  from, 
much  experience  in  matters  of  this  kind> 
fhe  was  convinced  that  lhe  was  poxed,  and 
defired  her  to  apply  to  me.  Inftead  of 
this,  fhe  put  herfelf  under  the  care  of  one 
at  a  diftance  from  town^  where  fhe  refided, 
and  who,  from  not  having  much  expe- 
rience in  matters  of  this  kind,  was  eafily 
induced  to  believe  that  fymptoms  took 
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place  which  did  not  exift  but  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  patient.  There  was  no  ex- 
ternal mark  of  difeafe,  but  {he  complain- 
ed of  pains  in  her  bones  ;  fevere  pains  in 
the  parts  of  generation  and  loins  ;  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  nofe,  throat,  &c.  In  fhort,  {he 
had  perufed  a  modern  treatife  on  the  Lues 
Venerea,  by  which  {he  had  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  fymptoms  of  that  dif- 
eafe,  almoft  all  of  which  {he  now  imagined 
that  {he  laboured  under. 

A  complete  courfe  of  mercury,  befides  a 
variety  of  other  medicines,  were  given  in 
the  country,  but  no  advantage  being  de- 
rived from  them,  the  patient  came  under 
my  care.  It  appeared  at  once  that  Ihe  was 
difeafed  in  imagination  only,  for  I  did  not 
find,  on  the  mofh  minute  inquiry,  that 
any  fymptom  of  the  Lues  Venerea  had  ex- 
ifted  from  the  firft.  She  acknowledged, 
that  at  different  times,  both  before  and  af- 
ter marriage,  {lie  had  been  much  diftrefs- 
/  ed  with  fluor  albus ;  but  this  was  the 
©nly  difeafe  of  which  fhe  ever  complain- 
ed 5 
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ed  ;  and  it  never  was  of  long  continu- 
ance. 

I  endeavoured  to  convince  her  that  {he 
was  perfectly  found,  that  ilie  never  had 
the  difeafe,  and  that  the  matter  which  fhe 
had  feen  on  her  hufband's  linen,  and  which 
was  the  only  foundation  of  her  fufpicion, 
was  either  produced  by  his  connection 
with  her  while  Ihe  was  diftrelTed  with 
fluor  albus,  or  by  fome  other  caufe  of  a 
nature  equally  innocent.  All  this,  how- 
ever, would  have  proved  ineffectual,  but 
I  luckily  had  an  argument  in  my  power 
which  brought  conviction  along  with  it, 
and  which,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days, 
made  all  her  fymptoms  vanilh,  which 
otherwife  might  have  been  of  the  molt 
permanent  nature.  At  the  very  time 
when  Ihe  fufpected  her  hufband  to  have 
given  her  the  infection,  he  had  confulted 
me  by  letters,  which  I  preferved,  in  which 
he  exprelTed  his  aflonifliment  at  the  fud- 
den  appearance  of  a  difcharge  of  matter 
from  the  urethra,  accompanied  with  heat 
and  uneafinefs  along  the  whole  courfe  of 
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the  paflage  from  the  glans  to  the  bladder. 
He  never  had  been  infected  with  Gonor- 
rhoea, and  having  had  no  connection  with 
any  other  woman  than  his  wife,  of  whom 
he  could  not  entertain  the  leaft  fufpicion, 
he  concludes  his  firft  letter  by  enquiring 
whether  or  not  fuch  fymptoms  ever  origi- 
nate from  other  caufes  than  intercourfe 
with  an  infected  perfon,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wifhed  that  fuch  medicines  might 
be  fent  him  as  would  as  quickly  as  polhble 
put  a  flop  to  the  difcharge.  In  my  an- 
fwer  to  this,  which  I  alfo  prefer ved,  I  men- 
tioned feveral  caufes  by  which  a  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  may  be  excited,  and  ef- 
pecially  the  effect  of  repeated  intercourfe 
with  women  labouring  under  fluor  albus, 
where  the  difcharge  is  more  acrid  than 
ufual.  I  at  the  fame  time  fent  him  an 
aftringent  injection,  defiring  that  it  might 
be  ufed  if  the  difcharge  did  not  foon  dif- 
appear.  In  a  fubfequent  letter  he  inform- 
ed me,  that  he  had  been  perfectly  convin- 
ced by  my  account  of  it  that  his  difeafe 
was  of  an  innocent  nature  \  and  as  a  proof 
'  :  V  of 
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of  it  he  mentioned,  that  it  went  entirely 
off  in  the  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  dayst 
without  the  injection,  or  any  other  reme- 
dy, being  employed.  A  fight  of  this  cor- 
refpondence,  which  I  was  enabled  to  {hew, 
could  alone  remove  the  diftrefs  under 
which  my  patient  had  long  laboured. 

I  have  fince  that  period  had  occafion  to 
know  that  her  hufband  has  at  different 
times  had  a  return  of  the  difcharge  from 
the  urethra,  in  fome  inftances  from  expo- 
fure  to  much  cold,  fatigue,  or  wetnefs, 
and  repeatedly  from  connection  with  his 
wife  when  me  laboured  under  fluor  albus. 

This  happened  with  a  patient  who  never 
before  had  any  difcharge  from  the  urethra; 
but  a  running  is  more  particularly  apt  to 
occur  from  caufes  of  this  kind,  in  fuch  as 
have  been  frequently  liable  to  Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta.  I  know  many  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  who  uniformly  experience  a  return  of 
the  difcharge  on  being  expofed  to  much 
bodily  fatigue,  particularly  much  riding 
,on  horfeback,  or  jolting  in  a  carriage  on  a 
rough  road,  on  their  being  overheated 
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with  wine,  or  having  more  connection 
than  ufual  even  with  found  women. 

The  irritation  excited  in  the  urethra  by 
a  ftone  in  the  bladder  will,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  induce  a  very  copious  difchargc 
pf  matter.  When  this  takes  place  from 
the  bladder  itfelf,  the  matter  comes  off 
mixed  with  the  urine,  and  in  no  other 
manner ;  but  when  it  proceeds  from  the 
urethra  only,  as  often  happens,  it  af- 
fumes  all  the  appearances  of  Gonorrhoea 
Virulenta,  and  pafles  off  whether  any  ex- 
ertions be  made  to  empty  the  bladder  or 
not? 

We  are  led  to  underftand  that  peo- 
ple who  are  much  employed  in  working 
among  the  warmer  kinds  of  fpices  are  very 
liable  to  a  fcalding  in  making  water  acr 
companied  with  a  difcharge  of  purulent- 
like  matter  from  the  urethra.  It  is  more 
particularly  apt  to  occur  in  thofe  who 
work  chiefly  among  Cayenne  pepper : 
Nay,  it  has  been  known  to  happen  from 
a  perfon  carrying  a  few  pounds  of  this 
article  about  with  him  for  fale. 

The 


( 


Sect.  XIV.    Of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex.  425 

The  moft  frequent  caufe  of  ftrictures  in 
the  urethra  is  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta  ;  but 
they  alfo  occur  from  other  caufes.  They 
have  been  met  with  in  all  periods  of  life, 
even  where  patients  have  never  had  any 
previous  difcharge  from  the  urethra.  They 
are  particularly  apt  to  occur  in  people  ad- 
vancing in  years,  between  the  fixtieth  and 
feventieth  year  of  age,  and  fometimes 
later.  A  perfon  who  in  his  youth  has 
fuffered  much  with  Gonorrhoea  Virulen- 
ta, is  very  liable  to  be  attacked  about  this 
period  with  ftriclures  in  the  urethra,  but 
they  likewife  happen,  as  I  have  obferved 
above,  where  no  caufe  of  this  kind  can  be 
given  for  them  ;  and  in  whatever  manner 
they  are  induced,  they  are  very  conftantly 
attended  with  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  pu- 
rulent-like matter. 

In  fome,  thefe  ftriclures  have  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances,  fo  fimilar  to  thole  which  occur  in 
Gonorrhoea,  that  the  beft  practitioners 
have  at  fir  ft  been  deceived  with  them. 
Where  the  irritation  in  the  urethra  has 

been 
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been  confiderable,  fympathetic  fwellings 
have  occurred  in  the  glands  of  the  groin ; 
and  one  or  both  teflicles  have  fwelled  from 
the  fame  caufe. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  a  difcharge 
may  at  any  time  be  excited  from  the  ure- 
thra, by  the  ufe  of  flimulating  bougies. 
This  has  in  different  inflances  been  put  in 
practice,  where  violent  pain  and  other 
bad  fymptoms  have  been  induced  by  the 
fudden  floppage  of  a  Gonorrhoea,  but  it 
has  alfo  been  advifed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  that  is,  for  exciting  a  difcharge  of 
matter,  merely  for  the  removal  of  pain, 
where  neither  Gonorrhoea  nor  any  vene- 
real fymptom  had  ever  taken  place ;  and 
it  has  never  failed  when  the  flimulus  is  of 
a  fufficient  flrength  of  being  attended  with 
this  effect. 

We  are  informed  by  authors,  that  gout 
has  in  fome  inflances  been  productive  of 
a  difcharge  of  puriform  matter  from  the 
urethra ;  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  its 
happening  in  rheumatifm.  Of  this  1  have 
met  with  different  well-marked  inflances, 

where 
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where  a  flow  of  matter  from  the  urethra 
has  alternated  with  pains  in  the  knees, 
and  other  large  joints ;  and  among  la- 
bouring people  accuflomed  to  work  much 
in  water,  fuch  as  ditchers,  a  difcharge  of 
this  nature  is  by  no  means  unfrequent.  A 
patient  of  mine,  who  annually  takes  a 
great  deal  of  exercife  in  following  game, 
is  always  feized  with  a  difcharge  of  mat- 
ter from  the  urethra  when  he  goes  in 
feareh  of  ducks,  by  which  his  feet  and  legs 
are  kept  immerfed  in  water  for  feveral 
days  together. 

Other  caufes  might  be  mentioned,  by 
which  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra  is  at 
times  produced,  in  every  refpect  fimilar 
to  the  matter  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 
but  thefe  are  fufficient  to  fliow  that  it 
may  frequently  occur  from  caufes  of  the 
moft  innocent  nature,  and  in  perfons  en- 
tirely blamelefs.  Of  this,  all  who  have 
done  much  bufinefs  in  this  branch  of 
practice  will  be  eafily  convinced,  as  in- 
ftances  of  it  are  often  occurring  ;  but  the 
diftrefs  which  the  want  of  difcrimination 

in 
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in  matters  of  this  kind  is  apt  to  excite,  is 
often  fo  great,  not  to  individuals  alone,  bat 
to  the  families  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected ;  and  I  have  happened  to  meet  with 
fo  many  difagreeable  occurrences  of  this 
kind,  which  might  eafily  have  been  pre- 
vented, that  I  judged  it  proper  in  this 
manner  to  take  particular  notice  of  it. 

The  fact  being  eftablifhed  that  all  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta 
may  be  excited  by  a  variety  of  caufes, 
may  be  confidered  as  an  additional  proof 
of  the  matter  of  Lues  Venerea,  and  of 
that  difeafe  being  different ;  for  although 
the  matter  produced  in  this  manner  in  the 
urethra  is  fo  flmilar  to  that  of  Gonor- 
rhoea communicated  by  impure  coition, 
that  the  one  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from 
the  other,  yet  no  perfon  ever  imagined 
that  the  fymptoms  of  Lues  Venerea  could 
be  produced  by  any  of  thefe,  nor  by  any 
caufe  whatever,  but  the  abforption  of  the 
matter  of  that  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  may  alfo  be  remarked,  that  this  opi- 
nion of  the  difference  between  thefe  two 
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difeafes  is  farther  confirmed  by  the  me- 
thod of  cure  being  the  fame,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  running. 
Whether  the  matter  difcharged  from  the 
urethra  be  excited  by  infection  communi- 
cated by  a  perfon  labouring  under  Gonor- 
rhoea Virulenta,  or  by  any  of  the  caufes 
I  have  enumerated  of  Gonorrhoea  Simplex, 
the  method  of  treatment  ought  not  to  be 
varied.  It  is  true  that  the  latter  will,  for 
the  mod  part  difappear,  whether  any  re- 
medy be  employed  for  it  or  not ;  but  this 
will  alfo  happen  with  Gonorrhoea  Viru- 
lenta. A  cure,  however,  will  be  obtained 
much  more  fpeedily  by  a  timeous  and  pro- 
per ufe  of  injections  than  in  any  other  man- 
ner ;  and  if  this  is  admitted  in  one  va- 
riety of  the  difeafe,  it  will  be  found  equal- 
ly applicable  in  the  other.  So  far,  indeed, 
as  my  obfervation  goes,  the  difcharge  in 
Gonorrhoea  Simplex  is  not  more  readily 
affected  by  the  internal  exhibition  of  me- 
dicines than  we  have  lhewn  to  be  the  cafe 
in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta,  while  a  proper 
application  of  an  afbringent  injection  very 

feldom 
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feldom  fails  in  removing  it.  When,  how- 
ever, it  feems  either  to  depend  upon  gene- 
ral debility,  or  to  be  much  connected  with 
this  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  we  find  from  ex- 
perience that  cold  bathing,  and  whatever 
tends  to  reflore  the  lofs  of  tone  that  has 
taken  place,  proves  more  obvioufly  ufeful 
here  than  in  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta. 
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'J^HIS  Appendix  contains  formula?  of 
injections  and  other   remedies  for 
Gonorrhoea,  enumerated  in  the  preceding 
work. 

No.  i.    R.  Calomel.  ppn.  3ii. 

Mucilag.  gum  arab.  %  ii.  M.  et 

adde. 
Aq.  rofar.  3  iv. 

No.  2.    R.  Calomel.  ppt1:.  5  ii. 

Balfam.  copaib.  3  i. 
Vitell.  ovi.  %  fs.  M.  et  adde  pau- 

latim. 
Aq.  rofar.  3  iv. 


No.  3. 
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No.  3.    R.  Hydrargyr.  purif.  5  ii. 

Mucilag.  arab.   §ii.   M.  S.  A.  et 

adde. 
Aq.  deflillal.  jjjiv. 

Thefe  formulas  of  mercurial  injections 
feem  to  act,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved, 
altogether  as  aflringents.  They  excite 
little  or  no  irritation,  and  when  they  prove 
fuccefsful  they  commonly  do  fo  in  the 
ipace  of  a  day  or  two.  In  aU  of  them  the. 
mixture  requires  to  be  fhaked  when  ufed ; 
for  even  with  the  amftance  of  mucilage 
the  mercury  fubhdes  fo  quickly  that 
fcarcely  any  of  it  will  enter  the  fyringe  if 
this  precaution  be  omitted. 

Inftead  of  mucilage,  prefcribed  in  No.  3, 
I  have  fometimes  employed  honey.  This 
proves  more  expeditious  for  extinguishing 
the  mercury,  but  the  injection  prepared 
with  it  excites  more  pain.  Whether  mu- 
cilage or  honey  be  employed  the  mercury 
mould  be  very  completely  titurated. 


No.  4, 
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No.  4.    R.  Lap.  calamin  pp".  9  ii; 
Baliani.  copaib.  31. 
Mucilag.  arab.  gii.  M.  S.  A.  et  adde. 
Aq.  fontan.  31V. 

No.  5.    R.  Lap.  tutias  pp".  911. 

Mucilag.  arab.  3  ii;  M.  et  adde; 
Aq.  fontan.  3  iv« 

No.  6.    R.  Lap;  calam.  ppu.  3  iv. 

Camphor,  in  pauxil.  fpirit.  vin. 

reft,  folut.  3  i- 
Mucilag.  arab.  31V.  M.  et  adde  aq. 

fontan.  lh  vi. 
Ut  fiat  injectio; 

In  No.  4,  the  quantity  of  aftringent 
earth  is  fo  lrnall  that  it  may  be  well  mix- 
ed with  the  liquid  at  the  time  of  ufing 
it,  but  in  Nos.  5.  and  6.  where  there  is  a 
greater  proportion  of  earth,  after  making 
the  phial,  it  fliotild  be  allowed  to  fubfide 
for  the  fpace  of  a  minute  before  filling  the 
fyringe.  In  this  manner  the  finer  par- 
ticles only  of  the  earth  are  thrown  into 

Vol.  L  F  f  the 
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the  urethra ;  and  it  commonly  proves  as 
effectual  as  when  the  whole  of  it  is  ufed. 

No.  7.    R.  Alumen.  x  ifs. 

Solve  in  aq.  diftillat.  3  viii. 

No.  8.    R.  Cortic.  quercus  3  i« 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  ^xx.  ad.  %  xvi. 

colatura?  adde. 
Pulv.  alumen.  3  ii. 

No.  9.    R.  Gall,  quercus  contuf.  %  i. 

Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.   %  xxx.  ad 

3  xx.  cola  et  adde. 
Pulv.  alumen.  3  iii. 

No.  10.  R.  Kin.  pulv.  5  ii. 

Mucilag.  arab.  ji.  M.  inmortario 
et  adde  aq.  font.  bul.  3  x« 

0 

9        I  I  *'     "A  II 

No.  11.  R.  Kin.  pulv.  3  ii- 
Pulv.  alumen.  31. 
Opii.  ^ii. 

Mucilag.  arab.  3  i.  M.  et  adde. 
Aq.  fontan.  bul.  %  x. 

No.  12, 
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No.  1 2.    R.  Opii  3  i.  folve  in  aq.  font.  3  vL 


No.  13.    R.  Aq.  rofar.  3  vii*  fs. 

Tinctur.  thebaic.  3  fs.  M. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cafes  opium 
diffolved  in  water  anfwers  the  purpofe ; 
but  in  a  few  inftances  I  have  found  the 
fpirituous  tincture  in  the  proportions  here 
mentioned  prove  more  effectual. 

No.  14*    R.  Balfam.  canadens. 
Vel  copaib.  3  iii. 
Vitell.  ovi.  3  fs.  M.  et  adde. 
Aq.  rofar.  |  vL  ' 

When  the  balfam  and  yolk  of  the  egg 
are  previoufly  well  rubbed  together,  the 
water  may  be  mixed  with  them  fo  com- 
pletely that  no  great  degree  of  feparation 
will  afterwards  take  place ;  but  to  prevent 
any  inconvenience  which  might  enfue 
from  the  balfam  getting  to  the  top  of  the 
mixture,  it  mould  always  be  well  fhaked 
immediately  before  the  fyringe  is  filled 
with  it. 

F  f  2  No.  15. 
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JI  nnii  ^UbuIu  netf?  alcfuIcA  morn 
No.  15.    R.  Cerufs.  3H. 

Mucilag.  arab.  %  ii.  M.  et  addc. 

Aq.  fontan.  deftil.  3  vi. 

.fi33  to  iii^L>  mo.^rrKm  ur/d  .mob 
No.  16.    R.  Sacch.  faturni.  d  i. 

Solve  in  a*q.  deft.il.  |  viii. 


No.  1  7;    Aq.  diftill.  I  viii. 

Acet.  Iythargyr.  gutt.  xxiv.  M. 

When  faccliarum  faturni,  or  ceruiTa  ace- 
trata,  as  it  is  now  termed,  can  be  obtained 
pure,  it  is  perhaps  preferable  for  every 
purpofe  to  vinegar  of  lytharge,  as  being 
of  a  mofe  determined  ftrength  ;  but  it  is 
frequently  fo  much  adulterated  that  it 
will  not  dilTolve  but  in  very  imall  quan- 
tities, even  in  diitillcd  water.  Some  of  it 
indeed  is  fo  very  infoluble,  that  an  ounce 
of  water  will  not  diilolve  above  a  grain  of 
it.  By  the  addition  of  vinegar  this  may, 
it  is  true,  be  partly  remedied;  but  vi- 
negar, for  many  purpofes,  is  not  ad- 
miiTible  in  fuch  quantities  as  would  be 
neceiTary  for  rendering  this  article  much 

more 
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more  foluble  than  we  ufually  find  it,, 
Two,  three,  or  more  drops  of  the  vinegar 
of  lytharge  may  be  ufed  in  every  ounce  of 
injection.  Two  drops'  often  prove  fuffi- 
cient,  but  many  can  bear  eight  or  ten. 

The  following  method  of  preparing  vi- 
negar of  lytharge  is  the  beft  I  have  met 
with.  It  is  not  very  different  from  the 
extract:  of  lead  of  goulard,  but  the  ftrength 
of  it  is  more  certain. 

R.  Lythargyri  Ife.  iii. 

Acet.  deftillat.  Ib.x.  coq.  leni  igne 

ad  ft.  vi. 
Cola. 

Befides  boiling  on  a  flow  fire,  during  which 
time  it  ought  to  be  well  flirred  with  a 
wooden  fpatula,  the  whole  mould  be  al- 
lowed to  cool,  and  the  faxes  to  fubfide  be- 
fore {training. 

Lead  diffolved  in  this  manner  is  eafily 
mixed  with  water,  and  it  proves  to  be  a 
very  convenient,  as  well  as  a  very  effectual 
method  of  ufing  it. 

F  f  2       .  I     No,  iS, 

r*OXf| 
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No.  1 8.    R.  Zinci  vitriolat.  vulgo  vitriol, 
alb.  3fs. 
Solve  in  aq.  font,  deftillat.  3  xvi. 

No.  19.    R.  Zinci  vitriolat.  d'u 

Solve  in  aq.  deftillat.  3  x.  et  adde. 
Acet.  lythargyri  gutt.  xx.  ut,  f. 
injectio. 

In  fome  cafes,  where  thefe  articles  have 
excited  pain  when  ufed  in  this  manner, 
they  have  been  rendered  perfectly  mild 
by  the  addition  of  mucilage  of  gum  ara- 
bic,  and  in  others  by  camphor.  Camphor 
does  not  dhTolve  completely  in  any  watery 
fluid,  but  being  previoufly  well  rubbed 
with  a  few  drops  of  fpirit  of  wine,  as 
much  of  it  may  be  mixed  with  the  water 
as  to  render  the  other  articles  much  lefs 
pungent  than  they  otherwife  would  be. 
The  camphor,  however,  feparates  in  fuch 
quantities  as  renders  it  neceffary  to  filter 
the  folution  before  ufing  it. 

Although  a  precipitation  neceflarily 
takes  place  from  a  mixture  of  vitriol  and 
harum  faturni,  the  following  combina- 
tion 


Appeitdix*  439 

tion  of  thefe  two  articles  with  opium  gives 
a  very  ufeful  form  of  injection. 


No.  20.    R.  Vitriol,  alb. 

Sacchari  faturni.  a  a  3  fs. 
Camphor,  3  i. 
Opii.  9  ii. 

Solv.  in  aq.  fontan.  bul.  %  xvi. 
Cola. 

No.  21.    R.  Fol.  rofar.  rub.  ^fs. 

Alumen.  pur.  3  ii.  infund.  in  aq. 
bul.  5  xvi.  Cola,  ut  f.  injectio. 

No.  22.    R.  Balfam  copaib. 

Vitell.  ovi.  a  a  g  fs.  M.  et  adde. 
Infuf.  rofar.  rubr.  5  xvi. 

No.  23.    R.  Cap.  papaver.  alb.  =  iv. 
Rad.  althex  incif.  3  i. 
Infund.  per  noctem  in  aq.  buL 

Tb  ii. 
Cola. 


No.  24.  R.  Hydrargyr.  muriat.  vulg.  mer- 
cur.  fublimat.  corrofiv.  gr.  1. 
F  f  4  Solve 
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Solve  m  av].  foiitan.  Sx. 

No.  25.    R.  Mercur.  fublim.  corrof.  gr.  i, 
Acct.  lythargyr.  gutt,  xvL 
Aq.  iontan.  g  viii.  M.  S.  A. 

No.  26.    Mercur.  fublimat.  corrof.  gr.  1. 
Mucilag.  arab.  |ii. 
Aq.  fontan.  5,  vi.  M.- 

Gorrofive  fublimate  diflolved  in.  water 
proves  to  be  the  mofb  certain,  and  perT 
haps  in  every  refpedt  the  beft  form  of  a 
flimulating  injection.  Some  have  advifed 
a  much  ftronger  folution  than  any  of  thefe, 
even  to  the  extent  of  a  grain  of  mercury 
to  three  or  four  ounces  of  water.  I  fuf- 
pect,  however,  that  thofe  who  recommend 
it  of  this  ftrength  have  never  made" 
life  of  it,  at  leaft  1  have  never  met  with 
any  who  could  bear  it.  When  the  mer- 
cury is  combined  with  water  alone,  as  in 
No.  24.  one  grain  to  ten  ounces  proves 
fumciently  ftrong  ;  but  when  mixed  with 
faccharum  faturni,  with  acetum  lythar- 
gy'ri.  or  with  mucilage,  as  in  Nos.  25.  and 

26, 
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26.  a  grain  may  be  added  to  fix  or  eight 
ounces  of  water.  When  mixed  with 
either  of  the  two  firft  of  thefe  articles, 
fome  part  of  the  mercury  precipitates, 
and  is  therefore  loft,  and  in  the  other 
the  mucilage  tends  evidently  tp  render  it 
lefs  active. 

No.  27.    R.  Sal.  ammon.  crud.gr.  x. 

Solve  in  aq.  fqnt.  Jx. 

Terror  ,nx  rrrr: cniiD  ^t*n4<?iil  *v»?t>,nt>i>" 

No.  28.    R.  Aq.  fontan.  Jx. 

Spirit  fal.  aromat.  gutt.  Ix.  M, 

No.  29.    R.  Aq.  fontan.  *xf 

Sprit,  corn,  cervi  gutt.  lx.  M. 

No.  30.    R.  Formui.  inject,  No.  23.  3yiii. 
Lixiv.  cauftic.  gutt.  xx.  M. 

I  have  freqently  found  both  the  volatile 
and  cauftic  alkali  prove  ufeful  where  other 
injections  had  failed,  but  we  cannot  with 
any  certainty  point  out  the  ftrength  for 
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bear  ten  drops  to  every  ounce  of  water, 
others  cannot  bear  above  three  or  four  : 
The  ftrength  I  have  advifed  in  the  three 
preceding  formulae  proves  to  be  the  bed 
for  general  ufe,  but  patients  are  more  ea- 
fily  affected  with  variety  in  the  ftrength 
of  thefe  injections,  than  of  any  other  I 
have  ever  tried.  The  cauflic  alkali  may 
be  ufed  in  water  alone ;  but  it  may  be 
ventured  upon  in  larger  quantities,  and 
with  more  fafety,  when  combined  with  a 
mucilaginous  infufion. 

No.  31.    R.  iErug.  pp".  gr.  viii. 
01.  oliv.  Op*.  !iv.  M. 

No.  32.    R.  iErug.  pp"-  31. 

Spirit,  corn.  cerv.  5  iv. 
Digere  et  cola. 

R.  Solut.  fupr.  parat.  gutt.  xl. 
Aq.  diftillat.  §x.  M. 

Verdegris  mixed  with  oil  may  be  ufed 
with  perfect  fafety  of  the  ftrength  men- 
tioned in  No.  31.  but  as  injections  pre- 
pared 
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pared  with  oil  prove  dirty  and  difagree- 
able  in  the  application,  I  commonly  prefer 
the  form  of  the  remedy  No.  32. 

A  much  larger  proportion  of  verdegris 
is  commonly  advifed,  but  when  more  is 
employed,  it  precipitates  immediately  on 
being  added  to  the  water.  Even  of  this 
ftrength  the  precipitation  cannot  be  pre- 
vented entirely  but  by  adding  about  a 
half  more  of  the  volatile  alkali  to  the  fil- 
tered folution  of  the  verdegris.  After  fil- 
trating through  paper,  if  two  ounces  of 
volatile  alkali  be  added  to  it,  no  precipi- 
tation will  take  place  if  diftilled  water  is 
employed ;  but  in  this  cafe, '  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  folution  may  be  added  to 
the  fame  quantity  of  water.  Inftead  of 
forty  drops,  forty-eight -or  fifty  may  be 
added  to  ten  ounces  of  water. 

No.  33.    R.  Aq.  fontan.  ixi 

Tinclur.  cantharid.  gutt.  xx.  ad 
xxx.  M. 


* 
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The  three  following  are  prefcriptions 
for  bougies. 

No.  34.  R.  Emplaft.  diachyl.  fimpl.  £iv. 
Ger.  purifs.  3-ifs. 
Ol.  oliv.  op*.  3  iii. 

I 

No.  35.    R.  Emplaft.  commun. 

Spermat.  ext.  a  a  3  iv. 
Ol.  oliv.  opf.  ffs, 
Minii,  3  fs.  M. 

No.  36,    R.  Emplaft.  commun.  5  vif 
Cerae  flavae  puriff. 
Spermat.  ext.  a  a  3  ii. 
Ol.  oliv.  op*.  §  i. 

Antimon.  crud.  pptf.  5  fs.  M. 

Any  of  thefe  prefcriptions  afford  a  good 
compofition  for  bougies.  They  require 
to  be  flowly  melted,  and  the  different  ar- 
ticles to  be  well  mixed  together.  No.  34. 
is  the  fimpleft  and  perhaps  the  beft,  the 

red  lead  in  No.  35.  and  antimony  in 

..Ui.q  km™  I  «b  no^iTjjg*^ 
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No.  36.  being  added  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  affording  a  variety  of  colour. 
No.  37.  is  a  compofition  for  bougies  re- 
commended by  Mr.  John  Hunter  *.  and 
No.  38.  by  Mr.  Sharp  t. 

No.  37.    Take  of  oil  of  olives  three  pints, 

Bees  wax  one  pound, 
Red  lead  a  pound  and  a 
half.     Let  them  be 
boiled  together  on  a 
flow  fire  for  fix  hours. 

No.  38.    R.  Diachyl.  cum  pice  burgund. 

3 11.  y 

Argent,  viv.  3  i. 

Antimon.  crud.  pp".  3  fs. 
The  quickfilver  to  be  previoufly  diflblved 
in  balfam  of  fulphur,  or  in  honey,  and 
added  to  the  platter  when  melted  in  a  mo- 
derate heat. 

Any  of  thefe  compofitions,  when  boiled 
to  a  proper  confidence,  will  anfwer  for 

*  See  Treattfe  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  p. 137. 
■f  See  Critical  Enquiry  by  Samuel  Sharp,  F.  R.  S.  &c. 

diie 
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the  formation  of  bougies,  which  is  done 
in  the  following  manner:  While  the  li- 
quid {till  continues  warm,  let  a  piece  of 
fine  old  linen  be  dipped  in  it,  taking  care 
with  a  fpatula  to  cover  the  whole  of  it.  If 
the  melted  liquor  be  of  a  proper  heat,  no 
more  of  the  plafter  will  adhere  to  the 
linen  than  is  neceffary  ;  but  as  air  bubbles 
are  apt  to  rife  and  produce  inequalities  on 
the  furface  of  the  cloth,  the  fpatula  made 
ufe  of  mould  be  fomewhat  warmer  than 
the  plafter,  and  by  means  of  it  the  whole 
mould  be  made  as  fmooth  as  pomble.  The 
plafter  might  indeed  by  fpread  entirely 
with  the  fpatula ;  but  this  is  not  only  at- 
tended with  more  trouble,  but  it  does 
not  cover  the  cloth  with  fufficient  equa- 
lity. 

The  cloth  being  fufheiently  cold,  may 
be  immediately  formed  into  bougies,  and 
the  whole  mould,  in  the  firft  place,  be  cut 
into  the  number  that  is  meant  to  be  made. 
The  moft  exact  method  of  doing  this  is 
by  means  cf  a  (harp  pointed  knife  direct- 
ed by  a  rule.  The  pieces  ihould  be  eleven 

inches 
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inches  in  length  for  bougies  of  a  full  fize  ; 
but  they  fhould  likewife  be  kept  of  all  the 
variety  of  lengths  for  ftrictures  of  difFe- 
rent  heights  in  the  urethra. 

A  variety  of  directions  have  been  given 
for  the  form  of  bougies.  Some  advife  them 
to  be  made  nearly  of  an  equal  thicknefs 
to  within  an  inch  of  their  fmalleft  end,  and 
to  taper  from  that  to  the  point,  while  a 
great  proportion  of  them  are  made  to  ta- 
per to  within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  point, 
and  the  reft  of  them  are  cylindrical.  I  once 
thought  that  this  laft  form  of  bougie  was 
the  beft;  but  after  a  long  courfe  of  expe- 
rience in  this  branch  of  bufinefs,  I  am 
now  convinced,  that  bougies,  which  taper 
equally  from  one  end  to  the  other,  are  the 
beft,  and  that  this  form  anfwers  equally 
well  for  every  variety  of  fize.  They  are 
introduced  more  eafily,  and  with  lefs  pain 
than  any  of  the  others;  the  linen  fhould 
therefore  be  cut  in  fnch  a  manner  as  to 
give  this  form  to  the  bougies.  When 
rightly  fpread,  and  the  linen  fufliciently 
fine,  a  well  fhaped  bougie  will  be  formed 

"  'of 
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of  a  (lip  of  about  five  eighths  of  an  inch 
broad  at  its  largeft  end,  and  fomewhac 
more  than  three  eighths  at  the  fmallelt  end. 
This  forms  a  bougie  of  a  middle  frze;  for 
particular  purpofes  they  mufl  be  confi- 
derably  larger,  and  for  others  not  fo  large 
by  a  great  deal. 

Thefe  flips  of  linen  are  now  to  be  rolled 
up  as  neatly  as  poflible  with  the  fingers  3 
and  in  order  to  give  them  a  fmooth  polilh- 
ed  furface,  they  fhould  be  fmartly  rolled 
between  a  piece  of  fmooth  hard  timber} 
and  a  plate  of  fine  polifhed  marble:  This 
being  continued  till  the  whole  are  render- 
ed perfectly  fmooth  and  firm,  and  their 
points  being  properly  rounded  in  order 
to  facilitate  their  introduction,  they  are  in 
this  fhate  to  be  kept  for  ufe. 

Thefe  directions  will  convey  an  idea  of 
the  method  of  preparing  bougies,  but  no 
furgeon  can  ever  become  fo  expert  in  form- 
ing them  as  thofe  artifts  who  are  daily 
accuftomed  to  prepare  them  in  large 
quantities.  I  mult  here  again'  obferve, 
however,  in  addition  to  what  I  had  oc- 

cafion 
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occafion  to  remark,  in  a  former  part  of  this 
work,  that  bougies,  properly  prepared 
with  refina  elaftica,  are  preferable,  in 
many  circumflances,  to  fuch  as  are  made 
with  any  kind  of  plafter.  They  not  only 
prove  much  more  durable,  but  more  force 
can  be  employed  with  them,  and  as  they 
do  not  break  or  crack  by  remaining  in  the 
urethra,  they  remain  in  it  with  lefs  pain 
and  inconvenience  than  any  other  bougie 
that  has  yet  be  n  invented. 

Cat-gut  has  frequently  been  ufed  as  a 
bougie ;  but  after  various  trials  being- 
given  to  it,  I  do  not  find  that  it  anfwers 
the  purpofe :  ,It  cannot  be  made  fufBcient- 
ly  fmooth,  and  it  fometimcs  fwells  fo 
much  as  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  irrita- 
tion ;  and  lead,  which  was  one  of  the 
firft  articles  ufed  for  bougies,  is  fo  firm 
that  it  always  creates  much  pain,  while 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  fo  apt  to  break  that 
different  inftances  having  occurred  of  this 
happening  in  the  urethra,  it  has  now  been 
long  laid  afide. 

Vol,  I.  G  g  The 
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The  fix  following  prefcriptions  are 
meant  for  the  removal  of  warts  and  other 
excrefcences,  and  they  anfwer  equally  well 
whether  they  proceed  from  Gonorrhoea  or 
Lues  Venerea.    It  would  appear,  however, 
that  there  is  a  material  difference  between 
the  warty  excrefcences  which  occur  as  a 
confequence  of  thefe  difeafes,  and  fuch  as 
we  ufually  meet  with  from  other  caufes ; 
for  while  the  former  are  for  the  moft  part 
eafily  removed  by  any  of  thefe  applica- 
tions, even  by  the  pulvis  fabinse  alone, 
the  latter  are  feldom  acted  upon  by  any 
of  them,  if  it  be  not  by  the  ftrong  folu- 
tion  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  No.  40.  and 
of  mercury  and  fpirit  of  nitre,  No.  41. 
both  of  which  are  poffeffed  of  a  ftrong  de-* 
gree  of  caufticity. 

No.  39.    R.  Sal-ammon.  crud.  g  i. 

Solve  in  acet.  diftellat.  5  ii, 
Aq.  fontan.  <?iv. 

No.  40.    R.  Hydrargyr.   muriat.  yulgo 
mere,  fublim.  corrof. 

Sal 
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Sal-ammon.  crad.  a  a.  3  fs. 
Solve  in  aq.  fontan.  %iv. 

No.  41.    R.  Argent,  viv. 

Solve  in  fpirit.  nitr.  fort.  %  il 

No.  42.    R.  Pulv.  fol.  fabin. 

Calomel,  a  a.  j&  1VL 

No.  43.    R.  Pulv.  fol.  fabin. 

Mercur.  fublim.  corrof.  a  a.  3111. 
Mercur.  precip.  rub.  3L  M. 

No.  44.    R.  Alumen.  uft. 

Mercur.  precip.  rub.  a  a.  %i.  M. 

The  following  form  of  decoction  of  far- 
faparella  and  mezereon  is  of  a  ftrength 
which  moft  people  can  bear ;  when  a 
greater  proportion  of  mezereon  is  added, 
it  excites  iicknefs,  and  a  very  difagreeable 
fenfation  in  the  throat.  I  mention  it  here 
as  I  have  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  it  in  the 
preceding  work ;  and  I  mall  alfo  have  caui'e 
to  refer  to  it  when  treating  of  a  Lues 
Venerea. 

Gg  2  ^o-45- 
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R.  Rad.  farfse  3  ii. 
Cortic.  radic.  mezer.  3  ifs. 
Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  lb  iii.  ad  lb  ii. 
Colaturae,  adde. 
Syrup,  altheae  3 l* 


The  following  is  the  Decoctum  Lufita- 
nicam,  or  Lifbon  diet-drink. 

No.  46.    R.  Rad.  farfaparil. 
Santal.  alb. 

Rubr.  a  a.  S  iii. 
Rad.  glycyriz. 

Mezerei.  a  a.  §fs. 
Ligni  rhodii.  . 
Guagaci. 
Saffafras.  a  a.  l\. 
Antimon.  crud.   ^  ii.  mifce,  et 
infunde  in  aquas  fontanse  bul- 
licntis.  lb  x.  per  horas  xxivo 
dien,  coque  ad  lb  v.  colaturse 
capiat  a  lb  ifs.  ad  Ibiv.  quo- 
tidie. 

Vel  R.  Rad.  larfaparillae. 
Licrni  faffafras. 


Ligni 
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Ligni  fantal.  rubri. 

Guagaci  a  a.  3  iii. 
Cortic.  rad.  mezer.  %i. 
Semin.  corriand.  3vi.a 
Coq.  in  aq.  fontan.  Ibxx.  ad  ibx. 
Sumat  lb  fs.  ter  quaterve  indies. 

TJnguentum  e  calce  zinci. 

No.  47.    R.  Olei  olivarum  opt.  3  iii. 
Ceraz  albae. 
Sperm,  cetae  a  a.  3  iii. 
Leni  calore  liquefc.  dein  adde. 
florum  zinci  3  fs. 

Unguent  urn  e  lapide  calamlnare. 

No.  48.    R.  Olei  oliv.  opt.  3  iii. 
Ceras  albae.  ^ifs. 
Sperm,  ceti.  3  fs. 
Lapid.  calamin.  pp".  5  V.  M.  S.A. 


END  OF  VOLUME  FIRST. 
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